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. HISTORY OF FRANCE, 5 
and might have af pired to the helm of govern: : 


men without any material violation of the laws of 


France; but the deficiency of his education, the 


- delicacy of his conſtitution, and the. diſtance at 


which he had been kept from public affairs, ren- 


dered ſome more able pilot neceſſary to ſteer the 


veſſel of ſtate through the __ ſhoals which ſur- 


rounded it. | 
Three competitors ap 4 as candidates tor 


| this important truſt. John duke of Bourbon, a 


prince of the blood, who, with the reputation of 
unblemiſhed 1 integrity, had attained the advanced 
age of fixty years, and whoſe prudence and gra- 


vity ſtrongly recommended him to popular el- , 
| teem; Lewis duke of Orleans, preſumptive heir 


to the crown, but whoſe natural claim was weak- 
ened by his inexperienced youth, as he had ſcarce | 
completed his . twentieth year; and Anne, the 
eldeſt daughter of the late monarch, and to whom 
Lewis, in his laſt moments, had committed the 


charge of the government, with the doubtful title 
* governeks. 


The nomination of that prinenly was confirmed - 
by the aſſembly of the ſtates general at Tours; 
and although only entered into her twenty- ſecond 


year, Anne appears to have poſſeſſed all the qua- 
lities requiſite for the high office with which ſhe 
was inveſted. one! to her father in genius, 


but 


"HISTORY OF FRANCE. = 3 
but more uniform in her conduct, and more mag- | 
nanimous in diſpoſition z her judgment was ſound, 


without. any mixture of that perfidious duplicity 
which debaſed the underſtanding of Lewis ; 


though vindictive, not cruel; though tenacious of 


her dignity, neither violent nor imperious. Led 
aſide by no inferior paſſions , ſhe felt her capacity 
for adminiſtration, and ſacrificed entirely to that 
object. Miſtreſs of an eloquence and addreſs the 

moſt refined, ſhe knew how to poſſeſs, and to 
| retain the authority delegated to her. Her late 
father, aQtuated by that jealous and capricious 
policy which characteriſed his conduct, married 


5 her to Peter of Bourbon, ſire de Beaujeu, and 


younger brother of the duke of Boutbon. That 
nobleman was of a remote and collateral branch 
of the blood royal; of a ſlender fortune and a 
moderate capacity; but his deficiencies were his 
principal recommendations to the ſuſpicious Lewis, 
who wiſhed not to aggrandize the houſe of Bour- 
bon; and his eaſy and unaſpiring temper had 
ined upon the dying monarch to conſtitute his 
ſon-in-law lieutenant general of the kingdom; 


While the laſt will of Lewis evinced his faculties 


ſtill unimpaired by diſeaſe, by bequeathing the 
rreins of . to the e — of his 
: _— | 5 
The, firſt. dudinroar of the lady- of Beaujeu 
| B 2 r 
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was to ingratiate himſelf with the people by an 
act of popular juſtice; the miniftets of the late 
king, who had availed themſelves of his jealous 
temper, to exerciſe their wanton cruelties on his 
ſubjects, were ſurrendered to public puniſhment. = 
Amongſt theſe, the moſt odious were Olivier le 
Dain and Jean Doyac; the former a native of 


Flanders, from the inferior ſtation of a barber, had 


acquired the confidence and favour of Lewis; he 
had ſucceſsfully exerciſed his ingenuity in invent- 
ing. new modes of torture, to gratif his unfeel- 
ing maſter; and having received, as the reward 
of his prompt inhumanity, the lands of Meulant, 
he aſſumed the title of Count de Meulant. Nei- 
ther his wealth, nor pretended dignity, could 
avert the ſtroke of juſtice: and he was hanged by 
- ſentence of the parliament, which involved his 

ſervant and aſſiſtant, Daniel. Jean Doyac was 
born in Auvergne, and of the loweſt extraction; 
he attained the government of that province by 
even exceeding the ſanguinary commands of 
Lewis; and the unfortunate people, ſubjected to 
bis authority, were daily oppreſſed and deſpoiled 
by his violence and rapacity. His puniſhment was 


| : fingular and rigorous ; ; he was condemned, after 


being whipt in all the open places and ſquares 
of Paris, to have one of his ears cut off, and his 
— pierced with a hot iron; thence he was 
| conducted 
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conducted to his native city of Mortferrand; again - 
Wuhipt, and his other ear cut off; and his eſtates 

and effects, with thoſe of Olivier le Dain, were 
cotifiſcated to the crown. Jacques Coitier, the 
phyſician of the late monarch, had availed himſelt 
of the terfor of death, which ſo ſtrongly influenced : 
his royal patient, to extort from him large ſums, 
and even to addrefs him in language equally inſo- 
lent and arrogant; he was called to anſwer for the 
exorbitant wealth he had acquired; and ſome idea 
of his riches may be entertained from the readineſs 
with which he a ys in the fine of my thoy- 
fand crowns. *' 

Yer acts of ſeverity ee not A. p. 1484, 
ans the attention of the lady of Beau. 4465 

and her addreſs was exerted to conciliate 

2 friendlbip, and difarm the reſentment of her 
6 unf ucceſsful rivals. The duke of. Bourbon was 
gratified, and appeaſed by the ſword of Con- 
ſtable, long the object of his ambition; but the 
duke of Orleans, whoſe pretenſions were more 
formidable, was more deeply imprefſed by his 
late diſappointment. The rage of baffled am- 
bition was inflamed by a circumſtance trifling in 
irſelf, but important in its conſequences. A dil- 
pute, relative to a game of tennis, was decided 
againſt him by Anne, who was a ſpectator of the 
amuſement. - The duke, incenſed at a determi- 
B „„ nation, 


1 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 


nation, which he ee to be he reſult of 
perſonal enmity, vented aloud his ſpleen, by de- 
claring, that © whoever had decided againſt him, 
« if a man, was a lyer; if a woman, a trumpet ;” 
the language was groſs, the affront unpardon- 
able ; ; Anne obtained from the council an order 
to arreſt the duke, who eſcaped to the caſtle. of 
Beaujency on the Loire,- where he was ſoon be- | 
ſieged by the lady of Beaujeu, and ehe 888 
ſurrender. T1 
The duke f FT frripped of 3 
his latent reſentment, and ſought 
for ſupport i in the neighbouring ſtates and natural 
enemies of bis country; but England, ſcarce 
emerged from civil commotions, was unwilling to 
engage in foreign enterpriſes. The infant chil- 
dren of Edward the Fourth had been extinguiſhed 
by the bloody ambition of their uncle, Richard 
the Third; and the tyrant ſoon after, in Boſ- 
worth field, had yielded up his life and crown to 
the earl of Richmond ; who afcended the throne 
with the title of Henry the Seventh, and by his 
marriage united the rival houſes of Lancaſter 
and York; yet Henry, naturally cautious, and 
new to royalty, was deaf to the diſcontents of the 
5 duke of Orleans, who found za more willing 
confederate } in F. rancis the Second, duke of Rei: 
tany. 


N That | 
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That prince, conſcious of his own in- 4 D. d 
capacity for government, had reſigned 4456. 
himſelf to the counſels of Peter Landais, a man 
of mean extraction, and deſtitute of principles, 
though not devoid of ability: The nobles of Brit- 

tany, provoked by the inſolenee of the favourite; 
had riſen in arms, ſeized the wretched Landais, 
and executed on him a ſentence of death which 


had been pronounced in a tumultuous and illegal 


aſſembly. Dreading the reſentment of their 
prince, they had entered into a ſecret correſ pond- 
ence with the court of France: the deſire of the 
lady of Beaujeu to re-unite the province of Brit- 
tany to the crown, was repreſſed by the late in- 
temperate ſally of the duke of Orleans; but the 
proſecution of her plan was again reſumed, and 
veiled under the pretence of providing for domeſ- 
tic ſecurity; a pretence afforded by the unexpected 
flight of her rival, who en eher in the terri⸗ 
tories of Brittany. 

Francis received the noble . A. 5 1 1 
with every mark of reſpeck; and Lewis, 
ſenſible of the aſcendency which he rapidly , ac- 
quired over the mind of his protector, flattered _ 
himſelf with the idea of obtaining a divorce, 
and of marrying. Anne, the daughter and heirefs 
of the duke; but the nobles of Brittany regarded 


with Jealouſy the favour of the duke of Orleans 
| „ 4 N and 
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and his train; they renewed their ſecret negoci- 


ations with the lady of Beaujeu, and invited the 
French to an invaſion of their country. Yet ſtill 
defirous of preſerving its independency; they regu- 
lated the number of ſuccours which France was to 


fend, and ſtipulated; that no fortified place in 


Brittany ſhould remain in poſſeſſion of that power. 
The lady of Beaujeu readily ſubſcribed to coridi- 


tions, which ſhe was determined to maintain nd. 
1 longer than was conſiſlent with her intereſt. Her 
vigilance detected the ti 


zaſonable eorteſpondence 
6f Philip de Comines, the celebrated We 
vith the dike of Orleans; and the crime of that 

miniſter was puniſhed by an impriſonment. of three 


2 years; | her vigour enabled France to invade Brit- 
any with four armies, each of them ſuperior to the 


nünibers that had been ſtipulated by the late treaty. + 
Theſe rapidly poſſeſſed themſelves of Ploermel; 


Vannes, and Dinant, and united their ſtrength in 


the ſiege of Nantz; the Forces of Francis had 


' heen entruſted to the duke of Orleans and the 


count of ,Dunois, the ſon of the renowned general 
who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the reign of Charles 
the Seventh; but the Bretons were difguſted by 


che choice of their prince; jealous of their Jeaders, | 
they: etired in difcontem, and leſt the French to 


ue their ir Concqueſts without interruption. OL 


* 
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"Bile the ſncteſs of France ſoon obliged the lady 
of Beaujeri to drop the maſk which The had wort * 
and evinced to the barons of Brittany her intentiofl 
to retain the conigueſts ſhe had acquired. Thiele; 
Anding their country menaced with total ſubjer: 
tion, began gradually to withdraw from tlie ſtand- 
ard 6f the French; Their return to their allegi- 
Mee inſpired: their countrymen” with fret confi 

Ueioe- in their prince, and freſh ardour in the 

cauſe of their natural independence. The forces 
of che Duke of Brittany were ſwelled by their 
tranſient enthuſiaſm to ſixty thouſand men; Nantz 
was relieved ; and the French were ſoon after com · 
pelled to abo, with diſgrace, the Ts of that 
city. 8 
But Anne, firm ad undaunted, was not deter- 
_ nite- projec, of reduciiy Arikbiny t to bases 
The ſtate of Europe was propitious to the execu 
tion of this deſign: . The indigence of Maxitni- 
lian precluded him from affording any effectual aſ- 
ſiſtance to Francis. Ferdinand and Iſabella, who, 
by their marriage, had united Arragon and Cal- 
tile, were occupied in the conqueſt of Granada 
from the Moors; and Anne was ſenfible, that at 
any time ſhe ſhould ſecure the neutrality of thoſe 


| princes by the reſtoration of Rouffillon and Cer- 


dagne. 3 alone Was enabled by her 
8 25 power, 
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power, and prompted by her intereſt, to inen 


the independency of the Bretons. Even gratitude 


loudly ſummoned Henry to arm in defence of 
Francis. When earl of Richmond, and purſued 


by the bloody policy of Richard the Third, he 
had been protected from the deadly jealouſy of the 
| tyrant, by the Court of Brittany; and the affiſt- 


ance he had received, it was now in his power to 


repay : but Henry, we have already obſerved „ Was 


naturally cautious and dilatory ; the protection he 
had received in Brittany, might be balanced by 
the ſubſequent ſopplies of men and money from 


the miniſters of France, which had contributed to 


place him on the throne of England z his fruga- 
lity, which by degrees degenerated into avarice, 
rendered him averſe to all warlike enterpriſes and 
diſtant expeditions. Though conſcious of the 
formidable acceſſion of ſtrength which France 
would acquire by the reduction of Brittany, he 
conſidered the undertaking as clogged by inſ upe- 


rable obſtacles; he was confirmed in this opinion 


by the army which Francis had haſtily aſſembled; 


and by the ſubſequent relief of Nantz ; and while 
he ought to have prepared for war, he confined 


himſelf to the arts of * and the vain 
proffer of meditation. | 

Anne had no ” Eonen charmed to 
* that power which the moſt dread- 


ed, 15 


HISTORY OF FRANCE 11 
ed, than ſhe reſumed with vigour her plans 4 con- 
queſt; and the French army, commanded by la 
Tremouille, inveſted and ſi ucceſſively reduced Fou- 
geres and St. Aubin de Cormier. The loſs of this 
laſt place determined the Bretons to hazard a deci- 
five action. They had lately been reinforced by 

the lord d'Albert, who was allured to the-ſtandard 
of Francis, by the hopes of marrying his daughter, 
and who led to his affiſtance a body of four thou- 
ſand men at arms. A ſmall band of "Engliſh, le- 
vied at the expence, and animated by the preſence 
of lord Woodville, who, while he difobeyed the 
public order, gratified the ſecret inclinations of his 
ſovereign, gave. confidence to the cauſe, by the 
fame of their former proweſs. The whole of the 
confederate army might amount to twelve thouſand 
men ; and the duke of Orleans and the prince of 
Orange marched on foot at the head of the infan- 
try. The French, nearly equal in number, de- 
clined not the encounter. The Bretons were broke 
by the impetuous charge of the French cavalry ; 
Tremouille preſſed his advantage; the moment 
vas deciſive; lord Woodville, with the Engliſh, 
periſhed on the field; and the duke of Orleans and 
the prince of Orange, after an ineffectual diſplay of 
perſonal valour, were taken priſoners by the vie- 
tors; the former, after a ſhort confinement in the 


: callle 
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caſtle of Luſignan, in Poictou, was ebticduted to 
Bourges, where he remained a en in hy Lon 
tower above two years. | 
A. D. 1488. The defeat o St. Aubin FR Ebru 1 5 
5. was ſoon after followed by the death 

of Francis the Second. The aged duke, over - 
whelmed by misfortunes, and oppreſſed by infirmi- 
ties, was thrown from his horſe. The danger 
which reſulted from this accident, was fatally in- 
creaſed by the ahxiety of his mind; and the un 
happy prince breathed his laſt; 1eaving: his daugh- 
ter Ann, then only thirteen years of age, the hei- 
reſs of his ſpacious dominions. The hand and rich 
inheritance of that princeſs were diſputed by nu- 
merous competitors. The tord d' Albert claimed 
it as the reward of his former ſervices; the Duke 
of Orleans was ſuppoſed to have poſſeſſed himfelf 
of the ſecret inclinations of the princeſs ; and Maxi- 
milian, king of the Romans, who had been mar- 
ried to Mary of Burgundy, pleaded his ſuperior 
| Uignity, and was profuſe in his promiſe of furure 

affiftance, The firſt of theſe rivals was eſti | 
too inſignificant z the ſecond was a. prifoner, and it 
was by no means certain that a diffolution of his 
former marriage with Jane, the daughter of Lewis 
the Eleventh, could be procured; and neceffity, 
and the advice of her council, determined Anne 
x | . to 


\ 
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| * prefer Maximilian; ; the marriage was cele- 
brated by proxy; the count of Naſſau, as the re- 


preſentative of the king of the Romans, intro- 


duced his naked leg into the bed of the bride; 
but the poverty of Maximilian prevented him 
from preſenting himſelf in perſon; an union, 
which his preſence would have rendered indiſſo- 
luble, was ſoon after broken; and the king of the 
Romans was left to regret the parſimony of his fa- - 
ther, the emperor Frederic the Third, who re- 
| fuſed him the inconſiderable ſum of two thouſand 
crowns,” and thus e him of this i important 
acquiſition. 
But while Maxjoazliew! arm in A.D. 1 2 
bij new alliance, the very foundation #99 
of his hopes was undermined by another a 
titor, of whom he had not entertained the moſt 


% 


diſtant ſuſpicion; ; the lady of Beaujeu, who by 


the death of her huſband's eldeſt brother wàs be- 
come ducheſs of Bourbon, perceived that the 
conqueſt of Brittany, in oppoſition to the natives, 
would ſtill prove a difficult enterpriſe; the mar- 
riage of the ducheſs with the king of France, 
could alone fully re- annex that fief to the crown; 
but Charles the Eighth had been formerly affi- 
anced to Margaret daughter of Maximilian, who, 


f chough too young for the conſummation of her 


5 marriage, had been ſent to Paris to be educated, 
| n+ 


5 

14 

4 
ity 

14 

271 

374 

3 

\ 


- — — - « 
— > = ar dg ene — ——- G 


+ OS 47 Ss hd rs 82 A | 
—— . Ps — * - — "yy 1. 
— ; , 2 > ” . agintn 4 1 — . Lo 
EEE ooo — — — — — . A 4 Fw 3 n 
. £ - > EE: — > 
6 8 


a rr 


4 * n * 1 
I TELL — 
— 2 


14 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 
| 1 at chis time bore the title of queen of France. 


Beſides her rich dowry, ſhe was alſo heireſs, after 
her brother Philip, to all the dominions of the 
houſe of Burgundy. But Anne of Bourbon de- 

termined to prefer the immediate poſſeſſion of a 
conſiderable territory, to a ſucceſſion, diſtant and 
precarious; and by diffolving two marriages, 
which had been celebrated but not confummated, 
to unite the king of France with the ducheſs of 


Brittany. 


In the . of this Jebich, 


Margaret of Auſtria was ſent back to A:D. 1491. 


her father. The French forces puſhed their ad- 
vantages in Brittany; they were received into 


Nantz by the lord d' Albert, enraged at his own. 


' diſappointment; and ſoon after inveſted in Ren- 
nes the ducheſs of Brittany. That princeſs, at- 

' tacked on every ſide, and hopeleſs of ſucceſs, long 
diſdained to violate the faith which ſhe had 
pledged ; ſhe was at length vanquiſhed by the per- 


ſuations of the duke of Orleans, who for that pur- 
poſe was releaſed by Charles from priſon ; his in- 
fluence extorted her reluctant conſent, and the 
nuptials of the ducheſs of Brittany with the king of 
France were celebrated at Langeais in Touraine. 
4 © The ſucceſs of Charles, was the moſt 

ſenſible mortification to the king of the 
Romans; he had loſt a confiderable territory, 
which 
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which he thought he had acquired, and an ac- 
compliſhed princes whom he had eſpouſed : he 
was affronted in the perſon of his daughter Mar- 
garet, who was ſent back to him after ſhe had 
been treated during ſome years as queen of 
France; he vented his rage in the moſt violent 

pon and threatened France with an itiva- 
ſion from the united arms of Auſtria, . and 
England. | 

Henry the Seventh, after the Ab of Finch | 

the Second, had granted to the diſtreſs of his 
daughter a tardy and ineffectual aid; he now had 


reaſon to reproach himſelf with his imprudent fue 


pineneſs; and beheld, with a mixture of dread 
and indignation, his moſt uſeful ally ſwallowed up 
by the growing power of France. He readily 
- cloſed with the propoſals of Maximilian; he de- 
clared his reſolution of emulating the glory of his 
predeceſſors, and of reviving the victories of 
Crecy, Poictiers, and Azincourt; eyen his natu- 
ral avarice ſtimulated his preparations; he was 
ſenſible of the diſpleaſure which the Engliſh had 
conceived againſt Charles, on account of the late 
acquiſition of Brittany ; and while he exhauſted 
the coffers of his ſubjects, he nouriſhed their en- 
rhyſiaſtic valour with the vain idea of once more 
carrying their wen banners to the gates of 
| Paris, . | 
| With 


* 
i i 


* 
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With an army of twenty-five. thouſand: foot, 
3 fixteen hundred horſe, Henry croſſed the ſea, 


landed at Calais, and inveſted Bullogne; while 
Maximilian and Ferdinand had engaged to fayour 
his operations by different attacks. With the ac- 
. quiſition of Brittany, the influence of the duchefs 


_ of Bourbon had expired ; and the fears of France 


were augmented by the inexperience of her youth - 
ful ſovereign, Let the ſtorm which menaced de- 
truction, was ſoon huſhed. Henry, ſwayed by 
his ruling paſſion, accepted the immediate ſum 
of ſeven hundred and forty-five thouſand crowns, | 
and retired into his own dominions ; Ferdinand, 
king of Spain, was gratified by the reſtoration of 
© the counties of Rouffillon and Cerdagne ; ; and to 
Maximilian was ceded part of the territory in Ar- 
tois, which had beep acquired by EVR the Ele- 


venth. 


_ Fheſe . . were made with 5 
a view of new acquiſitions, and the hope of diſ- 
tant but ſplendid conqueſts, - As the character of 
Charles began to expand itſelf with the jncreale 
.of his years, his ſubjects diſcerned a diſpoſition 
far different from that of his father. Inſtead of 
the dark and crafty Lewis, they beheld a king 
whoſe fancy was lively, though his judgment was 
weak; who poſſeſſed a temper the moſt amiable 


and gentle ; :- and a heart which even W could 
| not 


5 


n 1 4 
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not corrupt to the commiſſion of a crime: Fond 
of pleaſure, though eaſily inflamed with the love 
of glory, he ſacrificed alternately to both; and the 
pretenſions which, as heir to the houſe of Anjou; 
he inherited on the kingdom of Naples, formed 
a. plauſible. and: fancering e to a ne 
mind. 4 
Ludovico As FI the 775 | 
Moor, governed Milan in the name 45 b. 155. 
of his nephew Galeazzo, the Duke; an authority 
which depended on the favour of another but ill 
ſatisfied the ambitious mind of Sforza; he formed 
the deſign of depoſing his unſuſpecting kinſman, 
and ſeating himſelf on the ducal throne. So daring a 
crime he was conſcious muſt excite againſt him a 
combination of the Italian powers, who would 
arm in the ſupport of the injured. prince. To ſe- 
cure himſelf a protector, amidſt the general odium 
which would enſue, and to divert the attention of 
Italy from the chaſtiſement of his perfidy; he ne- 
gociated with the king of France, and invited 
him to the conqueſt of Naples; a kingdom, the 
claim to which had been bequeathed to Lewis the 
Eleventh by Charles of His count of Maine and 
Provence. 15 
Ferdinand the F irlt, wha! don FR the 
| throne of Naples, was a natural ſon of Alfonſo the 
Fifth, king of Sg and * and ſurnamed 5 
Ver. It. * | N 
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18 HISTORY or FRANCE. 
the Wiſe and Magnanimous. He had 1 


paſſed his ſeventieth year, and on the firſt report 
of the hoſtile deſigns of Charles, the aged mo -- 
narch, in an embaſſy the moft ſubmiſſive, offered 
co pay homage, and an annual tribute of fiſty 
thouſand crowns. Thefe conditions, fo advanta- 
geous to France, were rejected by the king, am- 
bitious of the fame of a conqueror; Ferdinand, 
doubtful of the fidelity of his fubjets, oppreſſed 
hy years, and ſenſible of the calamities which 


impended over his country, was ſeized with an 


apoplexy, which terminated his. exiſtence, and 
devolved his crown on + 5 Alfonſo the Se- 


cond. 


The romnoſirancen of the ducheſs of 88 
the ſiſter of Charles, againſt the Italian expedition, 
were received with. cold neglect; yet the prepa- 
rations of the king ſeemed inadequate to the im- 
portant enterpriſe he meditated; the army with 
which he propofed to croſs the Alps and Apen- 
nines, cnſiſted ſcarce of twenty thouſand men; 


gallant indeed and courageous, but unaccuſtomed 


to the fatigues of long and toilſome campaigns. 
The train of artillery however, the ammunition, 
and warlike ſtores of every kind provided for 


its uſe; were ſo conſiderable as to bear ſome re- 


ſemblance to the immenſe apparatus of modern 
After 
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Aſter à wulliber of delays, unavoid- 
able at the commencement of fiick an 
enterpriſe, Charles began his march. While he 

Waited ar Aft, in Piedttiont, for his artillery, which 
was obliged to be dragged over the mountains, he 
was ſeĩfecl with the ſmall- poæ, from which he recos 
vered after the moſt imminent danger of his life; 
but the farisfation arifing from the retutn. of 
_—_— health was damped by the diftrefs of the 

Amidſt the various preparations, money, 
ths ks of war, Hack eittier been neglected, or 
was exhauſtetf in grati ing the avarice of the 


A. D. 14943 | 


king of Engfatid, and pufchafing his geurrality ; 


no funds were provided for future contingencies ; 
and'the king was reduced to borrow at Turin the 
jewels of the ducheſs of Savoy, as he did at 
Caſal choſe of the Marchioneſs of Montferrat, 


to ſupply the neceſſary expenees of the enter. 


priſe. e 
The naval forces of Charles commanded by the 


duke of Orleans, triumphed over the fleet of Na 
ples ; atid the King of Fratice himſelf advanced to 
Vigeve, where he had an interview with Ludovico 
Sforla, who, after a ſmall ſupply of money, left 
him in a few days to take poſſeſſion of Milan, 
which he ſeized on the death of Galeazzo his ne- 
phew; though that prince had left an infant 
ſon. The moſt ſagacious miniſters of Charles 
8 „ adviſed 


1 
3 


3 


—ů̃ — AS. 


— — mens, 3 — 
8 we 2% — 


S 


20 © HISTORY oF FRANCE. 


16 
<A 
| 
+; 
4s 
| 
4 * 
wo 
A 
I 
* 
1s 
br: 


3 Sheet 6, 4 


8 - 
2 8 ns 


2 „3 1 
: 5 na *7 2p 2 9 


In Derr 
OS 5 
A 


& 
$ 
þ 
7204 
1 
1 
va 
+8 
57 
19 
. 
j 


adviſed him to puniſh the unnatural uncle, and 


to occupy Milan, which belonged of right to 
the family of Orleans; but the king intoxicated 
with ſucceſs, and regardleſs of the rigour, of 


the ſeaſon, purſued through the depth of win- . 
ter his rapid and victorious career towards Na- 
ples. Py | 

A. D. os The 1 long tobe by 
1 the. invaſion of any foreign enemy, 
and accuſtomed. to adjuſt the intereſts of their 
different ſtates by the arts of negociation, in vain 
would have oppoſed his pn grels with their, effe· 
minate mercenaries, the only y military force that 


remained in their country. The impetuoſity of 


S 6 4 


the French valour appeared 10 them irreſiſtible ; 3 
and: the ſole obſtacles- the; Ein .of France en- 
countered. were ' thoſe- preſented} by. nature. On 
his appr ozch, 19. the frontiers of Tuſcany, the 


BTL ln « 


 Florentines, who afpired to freedom, expelled 


Pietro: de Medicis, and received the king 1 in.mi- 
litary- triumph f into their city. Clad in. complete 


* + = 


armour, : mounted on horſeback, his lance couch- 
ed, and his vizor lowered, he. entered Florence 


„ Wa 


as a conqueror. "Piſa 'and Sienna hailed him as 
their deliverer. His molt. implacable. adverſary, 
pope Alexander he Sixth, „ received the intelli · 


gence of his ſuccels. with terror; he haſtily re- 


5 ones. into the . caſtle of St. Angelo, and com- 


Py 8 manded 


0 
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8 the gates to be thrown. open. to "the vie. 
tor, who took poſſeſſion of. the city without a 
blow, and diſpoſed of his troops in the different : 
quarters of it. But Charles reſiſted the importu- 
nities of thoſe who adviſed him to depoſe the tur- 
bulent Alexander, and fill the apoſtolio chair 
with a more holy ſucceſſor. The king rejected 
their counſels, and concluded a treaty with the : 
Roman pontiff, who folemnly granted him the 
inveſtiture of Naples, and delivered to him ſeve- 
ral ſtrong places, with his ſon Cæſar Borgia, as a 
pledge of the ſincerity, of his intentions, | 
From Rome the king preſſed for- „„ 
Bard towards Naples, where all was A. ” 1495. 
confuſion and affright. | Alfonſo the. Second a wha 
ſucceeded to his father Ferdinand, had in former 


difficulties merited the character of an active and 185 


warlike, though tyrannic, prince; he now for ever | 
tained that reputation by the moſt baſe and un- 
manly deſertion of all che duties of 2 ſovereign, 
. While the. French were yet at the diſtance of 

ſixty leagues, guided only by his fears, he re- 
ſigned his ſceptre to his ſon Ferdinand the Se- 
cond, and embarked on board a veſlel for Meſ- 
| fina, where he ſoon after ended his days 1 in a con- 
vent. The new king was defeated in a flight, 
engagement. which he hazarded, and was obliged 


0 22 himſelf ; in the iſle of Iſchia. Naples „ 


C 3 _ 


ples — — * == 5 — 


. ENG == 3 — = 
— > — — 
MH - 
4 5 
- x. 
* © 


> „ T7 nn YE 


—— — 


— 


— Thy. 


sf OSS „ +» 5 SS i oo 4K Ea 
— - „3 — 2 — 


— . _— - — 
<; — - MY 2 - fr. 
— — 2 ras —— — 1 


— — RE ter Ih 


Lr 


— — 
A —— 
, — N 


— I 


——— 


r 


Es AK —— 


HK NN W 


F 


r e 
W "8 2 2 * 
— 5 


* — — — — 13 
2 ” 


—— — — 


r 


— — — — teas * e 
. 7 < 3 - — 3 — — © 8 


— 2 > 
"5, Ln, + — Dy mY — 


18 
1 
& 
* 
144 
of 
"1 
. 
a 
4 
? 
C5 2. 
= 4 
2 
| +! 
"> 
x8 
by 
* 
8 
* 
8 
. 
TO 
* 


PR 


3 
— 


22 HISTORY or FRANCE. 


ſtantly received the congueror ; the caſtle held our 
a very ſhort time; and of the whole kingdom only 
Brindiſi, Reggia, and Gallipoli, ns ET to de- 


clare for Ferdinand. | 

Dazzled with fo nt a blaze of 15 
Charles already meditated the attack of Conſtanti- 
nople, and the ſubverſion of the Ottoman em pire; 
but while he inconſiderately waſted his time at 
Naples in feſtivals and triumphs on account of his 


paſt ſucceſſes, or was fondly dreaming of future : 
- conqueſts in the Eaſt, a powerful combination was 
formed againſt him of almoſt all the Ralian ſtates, 


ſupported by, the emperor Maximilian, and Fer- 
dipand king of Arragon. The Italians, though | 
unable fingly to reſifl his arms, ſoon perceived 
that a confederacy might accompliſh what the ſe- 


| parate members of it durſt not attempt. The ex · 
amples of the Roman pontiff, and the republic of 


Venice, were prevalent; ; and even the perfidious 
Sforza, duke of Milan, incapable of gratitude, and 
ſagacious to diſcern his intent, acceded to the 
leagu E, 

Charles had fans made his triumphal entry . 
into N aples, before i it was neceſſary f for him to de- 
termine on his retreat. His enemies affembled on 
every ſide; and the duke of Orleans, who, ought 
to haye led a body of eight thouſand men to rein- 


force his PR had engaged i in an attempt 


_ again 


* 
3 
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pgainſt Ludovico Sforza, and had ſurpriſed the 
city of Novara, where he was afterwards blocked 
up. With ſcarce nine thouſand men, the king of 
France traverſed the Alps, while the confederates, 
whoſe forces amounted to above thirty thouſand, 
declined engaging in thoſe mountains, and ex- 
pected him in an open plain, near the villlage of 
Fornoua, nine miles from Placentia, The courage 
of the French, animated by the preſence of their 
prince, was ſuperior to all oppoſition ;- Charles was 
among the firſt who charged the enemy, and in 
the action was expoſed to imminent danger, and 
extricated himſelf by his perſonal valour and the 
goodneſs of his horſe. The Italians fled before. 
the ardour of the youthful monarch; who, un- 
able to improve his victory from his inferior num- 
and ſoon after relieved the duke of Orleans, re- 
duced to extreme diſtreſs by famine in the cy of 
Novara. | 
1 n of rden 8 Swiſs en- 
abled Charles to dictate the conditions of peace 
with Ludovico Sforza; but while he abandoned 
himſelf to pleaſures at Lyons, Ferdinand the Se- 
cond, emerging from his retreat, and aſſiſted by 
the Spaniſh troops, guided by the ſkill of Gon- 
falvo Ernandez, ſurnamed The Great Captain, re- 


turned. n in triumph to his capital. The 
8 „„ French 
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nued his preparations for war, and kept his eyes 
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French indeed, under the command of the conſta- 
ble d'Aubigny, gained an uſeleſs victory, and 
maintained their reputation for national valour; 


the duke of Montpenſier, to whom the goverh- „ 


ment of Naples was entruſted, ſurrendered after 


| an obſtinate defence; Capua, Averſa and Otranto, 


returned to their allegiance. But before Ferdi- 
nand could behold the complete reduction of his 
dominions, he himſelf expired, and was | ucceeded 
by his uncle Frederic, who in a tide of uninter+ 
rupted ſucceſs, ſwept away the few remaining gar- 
riſons of France which _ —_— the arms. * 
Second, th | 

Amidſt 66 Didi and entertain 
ments of a court, Charles ſtill conti- R 


fixed on Italy; but the object of his arms was 


changed, and he had determined to ſupport the 


pretenſions of the houſe of Orleans to the duchy of 


Milan. He had repelled a feeble invaſion of F er- 


dinand king of Arragon, and his mind was once 
more elated with the ambition of conqueſt, and 
the hopes of martial glory. Vet his body ſeemed 


but ill to correſpond with the lofty deſigns he 
had planned; and his exceſſive attachment to 
women had debilitated a frame naturally deli- 


eate and weak. So apparent were the ſymptoms 
of his e W that the duke 


of 
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of Orleans, the heir to the Crown, refuſed to 
take upon him the command of the army deſtined 
for the recovery of Milan? That prince had be- 

fore incurred the diſpleaſure of the king, by di- 
verting to the attack on Ludovico Sforſa, the forces 
deſtined to reinforce Charles; he had more ef- ” 
fectually awakened the refotithetr of the queen, 
by an 1njury of a domeſtic nature; the death of 
the dauphin, the only ſon of Charles and Anne, 
who expired ſoon after the return of the former 


from Italy, funk deep i in the mind of the latter; 


the king, to alleviate her concern, adviſed his 
courtiers to procure her daily amuſements; the. 
duke of Orleans with this intention appeared at a 
maſquerade, and exerted himſelf in a dance to'a 
degree of extravagance z Anne interpreted theſe 
marks of levity 'to his ſatisfaction at the dau · 
phin's death, which opened to him the ſucceſſion, 
and diſguiſed not her indignation. His refuſal 
to head the expedition againſt Milan, completed 2 
his diſgrace ; and he prudently retired from court, 
to a life of privacy in the caſtle of Blois. 
On the retreat of the duke of Or- 4 

: leans, all military preparations were ſu ®P: wo 
pended, and the cavalry which had paſſed the, | 
Alps were recalled. The king himſelf, conſcious 
of the decline of his health, employed his hours 


- in t __ internal regulation of his kingdom, and in 
alleviating 
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alleviating the burdens of his ſubjects. His at- 
tachment to the fair, had already been productive 
of very injurious conſequences to his conſtitution ; 


hut he now relinquiſhed his former irregularities, 
and retired with the queen to the caſtle of Am- 


' baile, a reſidence which he had ever a 


with peculiar fond partiality, _ 

A.D From a gallery in that caltle he was 
OF. engaged 1 in ſurveying a game of tennis 

that was played in the ditch below ; deſirous that 

the-queen might partake af che amuſement, he 

went to her chamber, and conducted her to the 

gallery; but in paſſing through a door, he ſtruck 


his bead with violence againſt the top, which was 


very low. He felt however no immediate bad 


| conſequences from the accident, and was converſ- 


ing with his confeſſor, the hiſhop of Angers, and 
avowing his determination to obſerve the nuptial 


fidelity that he owed to the queen, when he ſud- 


denly fell back in an apoplectic fit. The atten- 


dants, alarmed at his danger, laid him on a 
vretched couch which ſtood in the corner of the 


gallery; thrice - he recovered his veice, and as 
quickly loſt it again; his expreſſions were ſolely 
thoſe of devotion; and notwithſtanding every 
effort of medicine, he expired at eleven o'clock 


the ſame night, in the fifteenth year of his reign, 


and in the een of his age. | 
- The 
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The cbs qualities of Charles, acquired him 
the ſurnames of the Aﬀable and the Courteous; 
and his character has been delineated by Comines 
with ſtrength and fimplicity, © a man of little 
60 perſon, and flender underſtanding; but ſo 
ce ſweet in his diſpaſition, that it was impoffible to 
* find a better temper,” His funeral obſequies 
were performed with uncommon magnificence ; 
two of his domeſtics are ſaid to haye died of grief 
for the loſs af their belayed maſter ; and Anne of 
Brittany, his widow, abandoned herſelf to all the 

diſtraction of ſorrow. During two days ſhe ſe- 

_ cluded herſelf in a corner of her chamber over- 

whelmed with deſpair, deaf to the friendly impor- 
tunities of her attendants, and obſtinately refuſing 

to 3ccept the nouriſhment that was repemedly prot 
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"Is Charles the | Eighth ended the di- 

4. 5. 1498; rect line of Valois; and the ſceptre 

| paſſed to Lewis duke of Orleans, grandſon to the 
firſt duke of Orleans, who was aſſaſſinated at the 

inſtigation of John duke of Burgundy ; the new 
king, who aſcended the throne with the title of 
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HISTORY OF FRANCE. 2 
Lewis, the Twelfth, was in poſſeſſion of the ma 

ture vigour of body and mind; he had attained = 
his thirty ſixth year; the fire of youth was tem- 
pered by experience; and in the ſevere ſchool of 
adverſity, he had learned to feel for the diſtreſs of 


others. During the regency of the lady of Be 
jeu he had paſſed two years of loneſome impriſon⸗ 
ment; and though. liberated by the generoſity of 
Charles, he never . poſſeſſed the confidence, and 
ſoon aſter incurred the dif; PO of e Qs 
narch. e Choo 

From his em at Blois har was ale to 
the cares of royalty; and the firſt acts of his ad-, 
miniſtration diſplayed the mild and magnanimous 
features of his character; he repealed ſeveral taxes 
moſt obnoxious to the people; - and when rer 
minded by his courtiers that la Tremouille had 
made him priſoner at the battle of St. Aubin du 
Cormier, he returned the juſtly celebrated anſwer, 
be” becomes: not a king of France to Teyenge. the, 
« quarrels of the duke of Orleans. * riber 

We have already explained the pretenß jons of 
che houſe of Orleans to the kingdom of Naples; 
but though Lewis was deſirous, of afſerting che 
claims of his family, the firſt moments of his reign 
were dedicated to concerns of a more domeſtic ne- 
ture. He had been early, and reluctantly, mar- 
ried by Lewis the Eleventh to Jane, the youngeſt 
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 davghter of that rhondtch, à prineeſs of an ami · 
able difpefitioh; but deformed in her perfor; aid 


fuppofed ts be incapable of bedritig childreti ; on 


the oath of the king of France, that hie had never 


eenfumthaked his ffiarriage, pops Alexander the 


Sixth declared che union void and illegal; Jane 


which deprived her of à cron; ahd retiring to # 


nunnery, in which ſhe too che 8 5 EW life 
of kumble virtue. 
* D. op On the Job of Charles the 
7" Eighth, Anne of Brittany, after in- 


dulging Her utavalling {6irows,” hac retired into 


pendant fovereigns 
The articles of her marriage witty the late King 


precladed her from diſpofing of her Hand, in cafe 


of his death without mate iſſue, to the prejudice” 
of che ſtate; yet where female paſſions ate con- 
cerned, 4 ftipulation ſo equivocat ifi its nature, 


could be but little depended on; . 


warfled Lewis to ſecure the impörtant acqu 
of Brittany by meaſures the moſt effectual. 10 
the policy of the monarch were joined the ĩnelina · 


tions of the man; when an extle in the court of 
duke Francis the Second, he was ſuppofed to have 
regarded Anne with the fondeſt part 


tiality ; and it 
was * believed that princeſs was only de- 
| terred 


Mr to à fentencd 


| her own hereditary domititons, and feared to 
maintain the rights of an indep 


— 
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* 
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terred by the perplexed ſtate of his and her own | 
| circumſtances, from e him to her —_— 
ſuitors. +» 

The diſpleafure Anne had enterüiined at this 
levity of the duke, on the death of the dauphin, 
was baniſhed by the ſplendid proſpect which pre- 
ſented itfelf, or overwhelmed by the tide of ro- 
turning affection. She received the propoſals of 
Lewis without heſitation, who hafletied to Nantz, 
celebrared in that city his marriage, and con- 
ducted his new confort to Blois. Yet the queen, 


till anxious te ſecure; if poſſible, the independ- 


ence of her native duetiy; ſtipulated, that if their 
union ſhould be productive of two ſons, the 
younger ſhould inherit Brittany, with all the prero- 
gatives of its former princes; a clauſe injurious to 
France; but which was rendered ineffectual by 
her having no ſon, and by the marriage of her 
eldeſt daughter Claude, to Francis count d' An- 
gouleſme, who afterwards aſcended the throne. * 
While the king was diverted by his 4A ES 
domeſtic concerns from the immediate 
invaſion: of Italy, Ludovico Sforza diligently im- 
proved each moment in preparing againſt the 
ſtorm, which he expected from its delay would 
butſt with redoubled violence. He reſtored his 


; e N his garriſons, and reple- 
| niſhed 


'+ ; 
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niſhed his magazines: 7 but the precaution of att 
uſurper, whoſe crimes had eſtranged the affections, | 
and united the enmity of his ſubjects, muſt ever 
prove fruitleſs. The general voice of Italy accuſed 
him of having poiſoned his nephew John Gale- 
azzo ; and the tyrant, in his own bloody perfidy, 
foreſaw the revolt and deſertion of his people. 
Lewis had allured the republic of venice by the 
4 promiſe of a part of his ſpoils; he had terminated 
by a recent treaty the differences which had ariſen 
between him and the emperor Maximilian; and 
had renewed the peace with Henry the Se- 
venth of, England. Strengthened by his alliances, 
and ſecure from the incurſions of his natural ene 
mies, he aſſembled his forces for the long · projected 
expedition; the remonſtrances of the cardinal 
d Amboiſe deterred him from expoſing himſelf in 
perſon; and his army, compoſed of twenty thouſand 
FR men, the flower of French chiyalry, was, com- 
08 manded by Lewis of Luxemburgh count of Ligni, 
| by Robert Stuart lord d'Aubigny, | and by John 
Trivulzio, a native of Milan, who had en | 
his fidelity in the ſervice of his predeceſſor... 
The deteſtation of his own ſubjects was more fa- 
cal to Sforza than the arms of France and Venice. 
The cities of Milan were: impatient: to open their 
gates to the invaders, and to throw off the yoke of 
the treacherous uſurper. The Venetians, in leſs 
Fo h than 
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. ks ron OF Filanct: | * 
than A week made theinſeives' maſters of. the coun- | 


try " beyond * the Adda; the French entered Pied- 


mont, and Purſi ued' their conqueſts with equal ra. 
X pidity ; ; the caſtle of Milan, provided with every 


713 


requilite for : a long and. obſtinate defence, was be- 


tray ed b y. Bernardin Curtis, to whom, Sforza had 
encrltel the care of it. Ludovico himſelf, un- 
certain in whom he ſhould contide, and incapable 
of reſiſting” the ſtorm, retired with his treaſures to 
Inſpruck ; and Lewis, informed of the ſucceſs of _ 
his arms, haſtened acrols the Alps, entered the 
capital of his new dominions, clad in the ducal 


robes ; and during three months that he remained 


there, by the advice of cardinal d Amboiſe, em- 


ployed himſelf in recalling thoſe that had been 


baniſhed by Sforza, in remitting a fourth of the 


impoſts, in eſtabliſhing a court of juſtice, and in 


aſſiduous ehdeavours to ingratiate himſelf with Ang : 


inhabitants of Milan. 85 4 

So equitable an- adminiſtration i it was netural to 
ſuppoſe would have ſecured the attachment of the 
people; but Lewis had ſcarce returned into the 


territories of France, before Sforza ventured o 
quit his retreat in Germany, and to enter again 


the Milaneſe. The levity and inconſtancy of 
the Italians were immediately apparent. They 


abhorred the ptoſperous uſurper, but they pitied 


and embraced the ſupport of the Lemon fugi- 
VOL, 11. D tive. 
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| concluded between che two. princes, „Nele and 
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ave. Ihe. ates of the, different, cities, were; 


opened, on the approach, of + S clas. with, the ame. 


faciliy as they had been unbarred to his ene- 
mies; ; "and. the duke. once moe entered Milan, 2 


trete 


from whence he had 10 lately. fled. to ſc ek A. 
W retched ſhelter i in exile, . But“ this gleam, * 7 ſuc - 


. els. was quickly followed kd a fad reyerſe;of. for- ; 


rune The Swiſs 199 8 wh hom. he entertained, 3 in 


bis TR conſpire d, againſt. him; and with, 
perfidy, which eyent the guile of. Ludovico canngt | 


; juſtify, delivered him up tola ;Tremoville, who: W | 


manded the French forces encamped near, — 
was conducted to Lyons, where Fro . 


| reſided ; and the temper of. that ,monarch, natu- 


rally mild and buen way ſieeleg agankt Sforza 0 


by his repeated treachery and enormities. He 


ſentenced him to a Tigorous confinement in che. 
caſtle of Loches, in Touraine; but the ſeverity. of 
his impriſonment was afterwards mitigated; dur- 


ing the latter part of it he was. even indulged in 


the amuſements of the; chaſe ; 3 and he was, at laſt - 


releaſed from A captivity of ten y Pls; F by he. 


ſtroke, of death. | 

N D. 2 From che redu@ion, of the Mila- = 
"* neſe, Lewis af pired to, the partial con: 

A018. of Naples, and he, agreed to diyide tþa,; 


: kingdom with Ferdinand of Arragon., By che treaty 


22 1 


the 


111. 
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the nofthefn hal of the Kingdom. were af ane! ed to, 
| Lewis, while the provinces Ly Ap Fae and. Cala- 7 
bfia were allotted to Ferdinant The ' ſucceſs of 

the confederates exceeded Fu. 9225 fanguine ex 


| ations. Frederi eric, ally. 'pufillanimoys, 01 or, 4 
1991 3369 if „67571 5 
more e chan, his 14 . ren renounced , 
* — N 
the g of royalty A fag ght a rranfient. ſhelter. 
n o rock of Ihe ii, andoned_ by. his own 
kühe, and betrayed by 1 erdinand of Arragon, | 
with whom” he had lh ly concluded a FOE, of 


F 


alliance, he determined t to N an open and Sen 
nerous enemy 1 to a perfidious ally. He : demand ded. 
a lake conduct f into France, and threw | n elf oi on 
the well known lenity of Lewis : : from the libe- : 
rality « of that monarch he obtained | an aſylum in, 
the duchy of Anjou, with an annual penſion | of 
thirty thouſand \ crowns, which was continued to 
bim even after the expulio on of the French, from 
Na aples. 
"Th Krill and valor of the great captain, Gon- 
falvo de Cordova, tad made an =, 2 of 


Þ + 


ys y' > 


by the Pane of F en the heir of 96 — 5 | 
crown, and' eldeſt. fon of Frederic, who was mut 


up in char fortreſs: but the count of Potenza, and 
5 D „ "Lionards 


— 


. 1 2 
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Lionardo, a knight of Rhodes , to whole protec- 
tion the youthful prince was entruſted, def] pairing 
of ſuccour, conſented to ſurrender Tarento, if 
they were not relieved within four months; but 
they demanded an oath that Ferdinand ſhould 
be left at perlect liberty; Gonſalvo, whoſe mili- 
tary fame is ſtained with the blackeſt treachery 
and baſeſt perjury, readily complied; he ſwore 
upon a conſecrated hoſt, and was admitted into 
Tarento; but the perfidious Spaniard heſitated 
not to detain the young prince as his priſoner ; he 
was conveyed in that ſtate to the king of Arra - 
gon; and though treated with lenity, was for 
fifty years the captive of the court of Spain, till 
death extinguiſhed 1 in him the Arragoneſe line of 
Neapolitan kings. 

The intervals of tranquillity Goa bis fakes | 
wars were diligently employed by. Lewis i in pro- 
moting the internal regulations of his country. 
The ſtates. general of Tours had repreſented to 
the late king the neceſſity of a council to decide 
in judicial appeals, and to enforce the admini- 
ſtration of juſtice, The meaſure had been ap- 
proved by Charles; but it ieceived its legal ſanc- © 
tion in the reign of Lewis. By an edict, the 

| king's council was erected into a court, which 

obtained the name of che great council. It con- 


ffted of 1 twenty members, and che chancellor of 
5 | France 
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; F: rance was a ppointed preſident. The parliament 
of Paris conceived no improper jealouſy of this 


inſtitution 5 which, though at firſt confined to 


cauſes pleaded in the common courts of juſtice, 
was ſoon called upon by the king to determine on 
matters which had been agitated before the par- 

liament, and was conſidered as a dernier reſort 
from the tribunal of the latter. | 
In the reduction of Naples we have 
beheld Lewis and, Ferdinand acting. 
with perfect cordiality; ; but ſcarce had they at- 
chieved that conqueſt, before they turned their 
arms againſt each other. The Spaniards firſt in- 
fringed the peace by acts of open hoſtility ; but 
the king having commanded his troops to repel 
force by force, his general the duke of Nemours 
took the field, and puſhed his advantages over 
the Spaniards to ſuch a length, that Gonſalvo was 
reduced to retire into the city of Barletta, where 

the want of ammunition and money had nearly 


A. D. 18 85 


compelled him to ſurrender. An indigent and 


| mutinous army was more likely to ſecond, than 
oppoſe the operations of the French; but at the 
moment that the hand of Lewis was ſtretched out 


to graſp the entire kingdom of Naples, he was 


perſuaded to liſten to the language of accommo- : 
dation, and loſt an opportunity which i it was never 


| afterwards 3 in his power to 3 | | 


> 


— 
— ; 


— — — 


— 


FITS —— 2 EY 1 


— 7 
———— 2 


— 


— <q —— — . — 


— 


4 

41 

104 

10 

10 

4 

Mi 

| 

if 

\4 4 : 
'Þ 
Ip" , 
| 

423 
[ | 
w 
44 

it 
Jo E! 
1 | 
i ; 

43 { ; 

5 1 


On 


* 


** a 
my 


A. D. * 303. | 


HISTORY OF FRANCE. 


= 4 +. M1 bf'I 


Philip the „ the fon | of 
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hative dorminions of the Low Canet. wre 
with full” powers, in a perſonal inte 
| Lewis ät Lyons, he concluded a treaty kh Bi 
in the name of his fathertin-laiv.” By the condi- 
tions of it, Charles, the ſon of Philip, was to pe- 
ceive in marriage Claude, the eldeſt daughter of 
the king of Fr rance; the two monarchs were 
bound to a ceſſation of arms; the provinces ori i- 
tally ceded to each were confirmed; and the diſ- 
tricts in diſpute were to be ſequeſtered into "of 
Hands of the arch duke. 1 1 

The ambaſſadors” of Ferdinand, who enge 
Philip, having Torn to the execution of this 
agreement, Under pain of excommunication if 
violated or infringed, it was next officially an- 
nounced to the two commanders i in Naples. The 
duke of Nemours, conſcious of the f incerity of 
his ſovereię gn, 5 readily profeſſed | his acc ſuieſcence 
to his orders, and offered to retire with his troops; 
but Gonſalvo, who diſregarded the moſt ſolemn 
compacts, unleſs conſiſtent with his intercſt, and 
Who Was ſenſible of the congenial diſpoſition « of 
his ag maſter, affected * doubt che powers of 

| PN the 


— 
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the archdüke, and Urged the propfiety öf His 
waiting for more Expreſs inftrv üctions. In the 
mean wy he received froth, MEithilith a rein- 


informed chat the pope Aba the Venkat were 
ready to deſert the alliance of Lewis; and that 
four thotſand French deſtined for the army in 
Nupfes, were difbanded' on tlie idea that peace 
was already concluded. Antonio de Leyva, 
about the ſame time, had Attacked and routed in 
Calabria a body of French commanded by the 
Jord d Aubigny. Gonſalvo was determined to 
avail himſelf of theſe favourable circutmiſtances, | 
and of the ſuperiority he had acquired. In the 
battle of Cerignoles; without regard to the late 
convention, he encountered and defeated the 
duke of Nemours, who periſhed with great part 
of his army in the Reld ; while Naples opened 
her gates to the victor, and her example was as fol- 
lowed by Capua and Averſa. 
D' Aubigny had indeed, after his defeir i in Ca- 
labria, thrown hitnſelf into Angitole ; where, ſup- 
Ported by the zeal of the inhabitants, and that 
portion of his troops which had eſcaped the ſword 
of the enemy, he had ſuſtained a fiege of. ſeveral 
days; he was at laſt compelled to capitulate; le 5 
hienſelf remained as an hoſtage fill his troops eva- 
cuated the countty; and exceptiug Gaieta, the 
"W4#/": 1. -- 
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kingdom of Naples was totally ſubdued by Gon; 
ſalvo. It was in Savoy that the arch-duke re: 
ceived the intelligence of this ſhameful breach 
of a treaty for which he had pledged kis honour. 
Jealous of his own re putation , and alarmed leſt 
he ſhould be. ſuſ pected of having abetted the perfi- 
dious practices of his father. in- law, he returned 
| Inſtantly into F rance, and put himſelf in the 
power of Lewis. At the ſame time he dif, patched 
meſſengers to F erdinand, to remonſtrate on the 
- indelible infamy which muſt fbr ever ſain his 
character, if he countenanced the treachery of 
Gonſalvo, But the king of Arragon, „ atten- 
tive only to the importance of his new acquiſi- 
tions, was indifferent to reputation. With his 

uſual duplicity, he at one moment diſowned his 
ambaſſadors, at another his general; he publicly 
offered to reſtore the kingdom to the captive Fre- 
deric; but he ſecretly ſent orders to puſh the war 
in Naples to the abſolute expulſion of. the 
French ; - theſe laſt. were punctually obeyed by 
Gonſalvo, who, almoſt without reſiſtance, ſoon 
afterwards completed the e reduction of che Ae 
dom. 

Lewis, whoſe magnanimous wind was s ſuperior 
to the dark artifices of his rival, commanded the 
miniſters of the king of Arragon to quit his do- 
| minions. Though he had ſeverely ſuffered from 

| the 
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Pe treachery of Ferdinand, he ſcomed to avail 
himſelf of any other arms than what became him 

as a monarch, While he diſmiſſed the arch-duke 

with every mark of reſpect to purſue his route 
to Flanders, he addreſſed him at parting in theſe 
memorable words: If your father-in-law has 
e been guilty of perſidy, I will not reſemble 
5 him; and I am infinitely happier in the loſs 
* of a kingdom, which I know how to re, con- 
cs quer, than to have ſtained my ne. which 
4 J could never retrieve. 
But if ſuch were indeed the . of 5 
Lewis, they were attended by the moſt mortifying 
and unmerited diſappointment. Irritated by the 
duplicity of Ferdinand, he determined to attack 
him with the whole force of France; and his 
preparations were proportioned to the injuries he 
had received. Three armies were aſſembled, to 
invade on every ſide the dominions of the king 
of Arragon. The firſt, commanded by la Tre- 
mouille, and compoſed of eighteen thouſand in- 
fantry, and two thouſand cavalry, was deſtined 
to the recovery of the kingdom of Naples; the 
ſecond conſiſted of five thouſand Swiſs. and 
French, and a thouſand men at arms, and under 
the conduct of the lord d' Albert and the ma eſchal N 
de Giè, was directed to penetrate into the pro- 


yince of Fontarabia. The third ſtill more nume 
Tous, 
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rous, was entruſted to the mareſchal de Rieu, 


-and was to invade the country of Rouffillon'; at | 
dhe fame time ia-confiderable fleet was fitted outto 


3nfult the coaſts: of Catalonia and Villeritia, and to 


| r yy communication at fea berween Spain | 


<2. :5 e indifpetition of 1 « Tremodille 
4. b. , proved fatal to the Italian expedi- 


tion; the command of che army was devolved 


en the marquis of Mantua ; but unable to en- 
gage the affection of his officers, chat general 
foon retired, and was ſucceeded by che marquis 
of Saluces. The French, reduced by ſickneſs, 
retired within the walls of Gaieta, where they 
were | ſoon after inveſted by Gonſalvo. Famine 


- competed them to ſurrender ; but Gonfalvo vio - 


lated the conditions of the treaty, which expteſſedd 
that they ſhould be permitted to retire without 


ranſom, and ſhamefully detained in captivity all 


thoſe who were natives of Naples. Lewis d'Ars, 


indeed, a gallant French officer, rejecting. the 


late capitulation, and the infidious offers of the 
great captain, and depending ſolely on his fword, 
with about four thouſand men effected a glorious 
retreat into the territories of Milan. But this 
eonduR, ſo honourable to himfelf, could not avert 


his 
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his kill the kingdom | which he hed acquired by 
his reachery. 

The army deſtined for che antack 4 Hopper 
bia was divided by the diſſenſions of its gene- 
rals; and, after a variety of injudicious opera- 
tions, joined the forces of France in Rouſffillon, 
and farmed the ſiege of Salſes; but the French 
were compelled to retire on the approach of Fer- 
dinand himſelf at the head of an arniy of thirty 
thouſand men. The fleet alſo, after alarming 
the coaſts of Valentia and Catalonia, returned to 
| Marſcilles ; ; and Lewis had the mortification of 
every enterpriſe. The death of F the 
Sixth, and the election of Julius the Second to 
the apoſtolical ſee, to the diſappointment of the 
cardinal d'Amboiſe, was an event equally unfa- 
vourable to the views of France; the mind of 
her monarch, oppreſſed by this ſtorm of adver- 
fity, dangerouſly affected his body. A fever, 
produced by anxiety and vexarwn, chreatened 
his immediate diſſolution. Anne, daily apprehen- 
five of the death of her royal conſort, determined 
to provide for her own ſecurity, embarked her rich 
moveables, and meditated a retreat into her native 
dominions of Brittany. The veſſels which ſhe 
had laden were ſtopped by the imprudent zeal of 
the mareſchal c de Gie ; an offence which enſured the 
future 
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future enmity of Aude! and Livin e on bs 
recovery, by joining in the perſecution of a faith- 
ful fervant, has fixed no inconfiderable ſtain on his 5 
own character. e | 
X As ſoon a8 the health of * King 
A. D. 1306. 
I. was re-eſtabliſhed, . be: diligently ap- 
plied himſelf to terminate a war which had hi- 
therto proved ſo unpropitious. A truce bad been 
concluded with Spain for the countries bordering 
on the Pyrennes; but the faith of Ferdinand 
could no longer be relied on ; and a variety of 
negociations- were carried on between the king 
of France, the emperor Maximilian, and the 
archduke Philip. The latter in right of his wife 
| Joanna, on the death of Iſabella queen of Caſ- 
| tile, claimed the inheritance of her dominions, 
and changed the ſyſtem of European politics, 
Ferdinand the Catholic was again reduced to his 
original kingdom of Arragon, after having in- 
effectually diſplayed his uſual finefle to obtain the 
* regency of Caſtile. He now endeavoured to re- 
concile himſelf to the king of France, and, ſen- 
' fible of the regard of that monarch for his niece 
| Germana de Foix, he ſolicited and obtained in 
marriage the hand of that princeſs. This new 
alliance ſerved to conciliate the animoſity of the 
| contending monarchs ; a treaty was at length con- 
N28 l and Lewis N ſti pulated that 
the 
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the Neapolitan. nobility, who had been impriſoned 


as his adherents by Gon ſalvo, ſhould be reſtored to 


ou freedom: and that the partizans of the houſe 

of Anjou ſhould be reimburſed for the loſſes they 
had incurred. by their fidelity to that family; con- 
ditions which the ſituation of Ferdinand's- affairs 


compelled him to accede to, and which the king 


of France oo gare that wot ſhould pot! 
perform. 423 37105 11 

In a PR yer the we WA 4. 5. mY 
Claude, the eldeſt daughter of the ' 
king, with Charles the ſon of the archduke Phi- 
lip, had been determined on; but the fates had 
modeſtly repreſented.) to the king the danger to 
the crown from that princeſs transferring to her 


conſort, not onſy her pretenſions to the Italian 
acquiſitions, but alſo to the province of Brittany... 
The King yielded to their remonſtrances; he he- 
ſtowed the hand of Claude on the count d' An- 
gouleſme, the next. heir to the throne; and thus 
avenged himſelf of the former perfidy of Ferdi- 


nand, while the ſeaſonable death of the arch- 


duke precluded any differences which this alte- 
ration might have produced been him and 


Lewis. 
The ſudden and rd death of he nid 


duke Philip, again reſtored Ferdinand of Arra- 
gon to the adminiſtration that he had loſt. As 
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he was in taly When this event Warped an in! 
terview took place at Savona, in the territories of 
Genoa, between him and Lewis. The fears of 
the former, left the king of France ſhould oppoſe 
his deſigtis on the regency of Caſtile; were his con- 
cealed morives to this interview. They: again re- 
newed their alliance; and "ſwore td the ſtrict ob- 
ſervante of the articles of peace; bur Ferdinand, 
who knew no principle of public or private fide?” 
lity, and onlyr garded his WI jatereſts, infringed 
and ase deset, TERS on 9 return inte 
4b. 1597, bar dhe auen mor the Kin 1 

1 — by the affairs of” 

lay. Julius the Second, chaugßt more decent 
im exterior; poſſeſſed the daring ſpirit of his pie 
deceſſdr; and diſplayed a ee e better ſuited 
to the camp than the conclave. Forgetful of. 
the protectiom which Lewis had extended to him 
under the pontificate of Alexander, he exerted 
his genius in exciting tlie enemies of France,” and 
nouriſhing the diſcontents of the Gendeſe. Theſe 
at- laſt broke out into open revolt, expelled 8 
the French, and declared Paul Nbord, a ſilk- 
dyer, their Duke. They were privately encous 
raged} by Julius and the eniperor” Müximilian; 
and were openly reinforced" by the troops "of © 
Piſa. _ .. hom much His reputation 

| 355 e ang 
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_ depended on. immediately cruſhing. the irifur- 
gents, | allembled;, a; numerous and Se 
ee the - paſſes which the rebels had! 
occupied, and ein perſon ſtormed their intrench· 
ments. The, Gonoeſe, diſconcerted by bir rapid 
approach, endeavoured to diſarm his reſemmenti 
by ſubmiſſion- The- King, clad in complete ar- 
mour, and with a ſtern countenance entered G 
noa; but his natural clemency prevailed ; and 
after puniſhing Paul Nuova, and another inten- 
diary, with; death, he contented bimſelf with ĩm- 
poſing on the city a ne of three: hundred thou-' 
ſand ducatss. =» 1 91 
During ethe „ of FO SR 
| ſtares of: Italy, the conſtitution of Ve- 24 p. e 
nice had maintained its: ſtability, and the 3 
conducted its affairs with. prudence and vigour. 
The terxitories of the commonwealth were en- 
larged ; and the commerce which it carried. on, 
and the manufactures which it had eſtabliſhed, 
rendered it the; moſt opulent ſtate in Europe. 
The power of the Venetians became at length an 
object of terror to their neighbours; and their 
wealth was veiwed with envy by the greateſt: 
mgnarchs,. who ill brooked the ſuperior magniſi- 
cence of theſe haughty citizens.» Julius be Se. 
cond regarded them with peculiar: enmity; his 
intrigues hill laid the foundation of the league wr 9 
n 


— 
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Cambray, which united? with himſelf, deut 
the republic, Ferdinand, Maximilian, and Lewis. 
However policy might actuate the two former,” * 
the determination of the latter has been univer- 
ſally cenſured; ſince he combined with his three 
moſt inveterate enemies; againſt a ſtate, the 
only N e he Soul PAGE: on ans” thee” 
Alps. $25 1 
The Antes privers} LG lr hay! a 
acceded, from fear or envy, to the A ben, 
league of Cambray; and the Nabendne, with 2 
preſumption different from their natural charac- 
ter, inſtead of bending before the ſtorm, pre- ; 
pared to meet it with firmneſs. - Julius had early 
repented of his new alliance, and offered, if 
Faenza and Rimini were reſtored to che church, 
ta deſert the cauſe he had embarked in; but Ve- 
nice, confident in her ſtrength, rejected his pro- 
poſals. Lewis himſelf on this occaſion croſſed 
the Alps in perſon. The impetuous valour of 
the Freuch, animated by the example of their 
monarch, triumphed over all obſtacles; in the 
battle of Ghiarrada, Alviano the Warth ge- 
neral, after diſ playing the courage of a ſoldier 
and the ſkill of a commander, was defeated with f 
che loſs of above eight thouſand men. Julius 
immediately ſeized all the towns which the re- 
public held in the eccleſiaſtical territories; thoſe 
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on 46. coaſt of Calabria, Ferdinand re- annexed to 
his N eapolitan dominions; on one fide Maximi- 
lian at the head of a powerful army, advanced 
towards Venice, while the French rapidly preſſed 
their conqueſts on the other. From the height of 
preſumption, the Venetians ſunk to the depth of 
deſpair; and in their capital expected the fatal 
blow) which was to "RENT n as a repub⸗ 
lick. 
But FRY this — had readily united 
to humble the pride of Venice, their ſucceſs ſoon 
revived their ancient jealouſy and animoſities. 
Each dreaded the aggrandiſement 'of the other, 
and a mutual ſuſpicion prevailed through every 
part. Their diſcord rekindled the hopes of Ve- 
nice; by well. timed conceſſions, the ſenate ap- 
peaſed the pope and F erdinand; their arts at 
length diſſolved a confederacy which threatened 
to ſwallow up the common, wealth; but though' 
the Venetians recovered again many of their ci- 
ties, they never could entirely retrieve their 
former influence; or extent of territory; While 
Lewis, who had rather been guided by reſentment 
than political motives, when he engaged in the 
league of Cambray, had too much reaſon to repent 
the error that he had committed, during the future 
part of his reign.”- 3 3 ; 
vol 11. J 
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The death of che cardinal of Am- 
boiſe, firſt miniſter of ſtate, was ano- 


ther loſs. to the kingdom. His virtue and diſin- 


tereſted ſpirit have been juſtly celebrated by con- 
temporary hiſtorians. On the death of Alexander 
the Sixth, he had aſpired to the pontificate ; but 
he was betrayed by the cardinal de la Rovera, to 
whom his intereſts were entruſted, and who availed 
himſelf of that confidence to poſſeſs himſelf of the 
apoſtolical chair, as Julius the Second. Jet though 
the cardinal of Amboiſe was thus defrauded of the 


dignity he expected, he found ſome conſolation in 


the gratitude of a people whoſe councils he guided; 


and the tears of France embelmed the memory of : 


her miniſter. : 
The king of Sade was ee of the coun- 


ſels of the cardinal at the moment that they were 
moſt neceſſary to him. The pope, elated by the 
effects of a league which he himſelf had planned, 
conceived no enterpriſe too difficult for him, 
and entertained the hope of expelling every fo- 


reign power out of Italy. He directed his firſt 


attack againſt the French. He abſolved the Ve- 


netians from the interdit he had fulminated a- 
gainſt them: he laboured to reconcile them to 
the emperor ; he negociated with Henry the 
INE who had 3 to the throne of Eng- 

| land; 
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land; and he at laſt openly declared war againſt - 
the king of France, entered the.duchy of Ferrara, 
and laid fiege to Mirandola. The progreſs of his 
forces not equalling his expectation, he appeared 
himſelf in the trenches, exhorted his troops to the 
attack, and on the ſurrender of the city cauſed 
himſelf to be carried in Py n n c 

the breach of the wall. 
T be king, from his natural modera- 
tion, and from the veneration of his 
conſort for the ſucceffor of St. Peter, had forbid- 
den his generals to carry their incurſions into the 
territory of the church; but rouzed by reiterated _ 
acts of hoſtility, he at length commanded the 
mareſchal Chaumont to avenge the inſult he had 
received; that officer preſſed Julius ſo vigorouſly 


A. D. 131. 


when Chaumont himſelf was ſuddenly ſeiſed with 

a. mortal diſtemper, and expired, not without 
ſuſpicion of poiſon. This ſeaſonable death al · 
lowed Julius time to recover; but the mareſchal 
Trivulzio, who was appointed to ſucceed Chau- 
mont, ſoon reduced him to his former diſtreſs; 
he dreaded his depoſition from the holy dignity, 
he beheld Rome expoſed to the forces of his 
enemy, and would probably have thrown himſelf 
on the clemency of Lewis, had not that monarch 


. the queen to ſpare 
5 * 8 3 


that he was compelled to retire into Ravenna, 


WOW D rr ate —— eee ee —＋§[˖% 


* F AA Ae CC ACRE CONS 2 „ 


* 


3 


fidious Ferdinand, who eſpouſe 
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_ the. territories. of the church, and thus, 8 


the arrogance. and vindictive 4 pirit 2 the Roman. BY 


pontiff. 


Though 75 3 W 8 Sa 250 | 


weight of age and infirmities, his enmity to France 
| ſeems to have actuated him in the laſt, moments. 
of his life. He entered into an alliance with 


F erdinand of Arragon; he exhauſted his coffers in 
ſubſidies to the Swiſs ; and he allured to his ſide 


the Venetians whom he had ſo lately endeavoured 
to oppreſs. The confederacy which he formed 


obtained the name of the Holy League; the army 
of the allies ravaged: the duchy of Milan, retook 


15 Breſcia, and beſieged Bologna; when the droop- 
ing ſpirits of the French were, reanimated by the 
' preſence of a youthful hero, whoſe life was a ſhort, 


but. rapid career of uninterrupted en 0 re- 


| fulgent glory. 


Gaſton de Fain ks, of Nt emours, 


. ſon to John de Foix, by, 1 


of Orleans, ſiſter to Lewis the Twelfth. The 1 
hopes of obtaining his niece an advantageous 


match had reconciled that monarch * the aur. 
eſteem of the king for his nephew was, not leſs 


apparent. Though. Gaſton. had ſcarce. attained 


his twenty- third year, his, martial genius burſt. 
bark; With pe laltre, and Lewis entruſted. 


to 
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to his arm the honourable taſk of reſtoring the 
fame and fortunes of his country. The duke of 
Nemours juſtified the choice of his ſovereign. 
During the ſiege of Bologna, he entered the city 
under cover of a prodigious fall of ſnow, unper- 
ceived by the affailants, who inſtantly retired 
from before the place; he relieved the garriſon 
of Breſcia; and, with only fix thouſand choſen 
ſoldiers, defeated the Venetian general Baglioni, 
who .oppoſed-his march; and glutted his follow- 
ers with the ſlaughter of eight thouſand of the 
enemy. The moſt important victories were in- 
deed neceſſary to extricate Lewis from his difficul- 
ties; and that monarch, ſenſible that the Flo- 
rentines were ready to declare for the holy 
league, ſent orders to Gaſton to hazard a decifive 
ation, To induce the enemy to this meaſure, 
the duke of Nemours laid fiege to Ravenna; the 
confederates advanced to the relief of that city. 5 
The two armies were nearly equal in number, | 
each conſiſting o about twenty thouſand men. 
In that celebrated battle, Gaſton diſplayed the 
qualities of a conſummate and experienced leader; 
the confederates were broken hy his ſuperior ge- 
nius and valour, and the day was already gained; 
when the hero was informed that a body of four 
thouſand Spaniards till maintained their _ 


and bad repulſed ſome of his own troops. | 
E3 2 | 
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rous of rendering his victory complete, he ruſhed 
forwards to the charge, with about twenty gentle- 
men. He was received with ſteady courage, and 
oppreſſed by a multitude of enemies; his horſe 
was killed under him; and he himſelf, after having 
fought with the mofl heroic Oath fell pierced 
with twenty-two wounds. 
Lewis lamented the untimely fie of his ne- 
phew, and appointed the mareſcha] Trivulzio to 
ſucceed to the command; but the fortune of the 
French ſeems to have ex pired with the Duke of 
Nemours; difſentions aroſe in the victorious ar- 
my; Julius reſumed freſh courage; a ſeries of 
diſaſters ſucceeded each other; and the French, 
who had ſo lately aſpired to the total conqueſt of 
Italy, were overwhelmed on every ſide with: A tor- 
rent of adverſity. | 
Julius the Second was not per- 
mitted to behold the expulſion of a 
people whom he had purſued with implacable en- 
mity. His death is ſuppoſed to have been occa- 
ſioned by vexation, at having ineffectually la- 
boured more ſtrongly to cement the confederacy 
that he had formed ; but John de Medicis, who 
| ſucceeded him under the title of Leo the Tenth, 
proſecuted with diligence and ability the plans of 
his predecefſor. The Venetians returning to their 
former cautious councils, had declared their de- 
7 | . ters 
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termination to obſerve a ftri& neutrality ; but the 
| Swiſs had broke into the Milaneſe, defeated the 
mareſchals la Tremouille and Trivulzio with fignal 
| ſlaughter, and reſtored the duchy to the authority 
. of Francis Sforſa, che ſon of the unfortunate Lu- | 
dovico. | | 
. Genoa had ſeized the 8 moment to 
chrow off the yoke; and Lewis was threatened by 
a confederacy fimilar to that which had ſo lately 
humbled the pride of Venice. The pope was 
to enter Dauphine ; the emperor to invade Cham- 
pagne; the Swiſs, Burgundy ; Henry of England, 
Picardy ; and Ferdinand, Guinne and Languedoc. 
But Leo the tenth, the liberal patron of the arts 
and ſciences, was ſatiated with the ſound of war. 


The emperor, indigent and fickle, ſought only 


to ſupply his profuſion by the ſubſidies of his al- 
lies; and Ferdinand employed his forces in ſuc- 
ceſsfully wreſtling from John d' Albert, the ſmall 
kingdom of Navarre, which lies on the frontiers 
between France and Spain. 

Henry indeed young and ardent, and inflamed 
with the proſpect of military glory, landed at Ca- 
lais, and formed the ſiege of Terouane, a town 

ſituated on the frontiers of Picardy. To the re- 
lief of that place Lewis advanced as far as Ami- 
ens; but the cavalry of France, in endeavouring 
9 cover a convoy for the town, was attacked by 
E 4 the 
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de Engliſh. - Thoagh the French canfitted chen 


of gentlemen, and had behaved with the greateſt 
gallantry in the wars of Italy, they were on the 
ſight of the enemy ſeized with an unaccountable 
panic; and from the precipitation with which they 


fled, the rout of that day has obtained the name of : 


the Battle of Spurs; yet Henry, inſtead of pur- 


| ſuing his advantage and ſtorming the entrench- 


ments of an army already diſmayed, returned to, - 
the ſiege of Terouane, which was at engen com- 


| pelled to capitulate. | 4 


The Swiſs i in the mean time had entered Bur- 


gundy, and inveſted Dijon with their victorious 
forces. The walls of that city would have proved 
but a weak obſtacle to their impetuous valour; 


but they allowed themſelves to be ſeduced i into a 


negociation by la Tremouille, governor of Bur- 


gundy; who, though conſcious that he ſhould be 
diſavowed by his maſter, purchaſed their retreat 
by a liberal diſtribution of money, and by ſplen- 


did promiſes, which Lewis afterwards xefulcd Q 


fulfil. | 
Henry, at the ie pe Maximilian, had, 


after the taking of Terouane, engaged in the 
ſiege of Tournay, a city within the frontiers of 


Flanders; opulent indeed, but from its ſituation 
an acquiſition of no importance to the king of 
England. By its ancient charter, Tournay was 

| exempted 


% 
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5 ani from the burthen of a garriſon; but 
the inhabitants ſhewed themſelves unworthy of 


this honourable privilege, and in a few days 
opened their gates to the Engliſh, Henry had 
ſcarce happily terminated this enterpriſe, before 
he was informed of the retreat of the Swiſs ; the 
deſertion of his allies, with the unfavourable ſea- 
. ſon of the year, determinated him to repaſs the 
| ſeas with the greater part of his army; little ſa- 
tisfied with a campaign, which though apparently 
proſperous, but ill compenſated for the EXPEnCE | 
with which it had been attended. | 

Let although Lewis had averted 
the immediate fury of the ſtorm, he 855 A 
was till ſenfible of the dangers to which his 
kingdom was expoſed. The king of Scotland, 
whom he had excited to invade England, had pe- 
riſhed with his principal nobility, on the diſ- 
aſterous field of Flowden; and France he was 
conſcious, could only be ſaved by diffolving the 
confederacy of her enemies. By the language of 
ſubmiſſion he diſarmed the reſentment of Leo the 
Tenth, willing to preſerve the balance of the 
contending powers. He allured Ferdinand and 
Maximilian, by the propoſal of beſtowing his 
ſecond daughter on one of their common grand- 


ſons; and the death of his confort, Anne of Brit- 


tany, hieb ae at this critical juncture, 
allowed 
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allowed him to negociate a treaty, not only * 
peace, but of alliance, with Henry the Eighth. 
It was with indignation that monarch received 
the intelligence of the perfidy of Ferdinand and 
Maximilian. His reſentment at finding himſelf 
the dupe of their arts, encouraged the duke of 
Longueville, who had been taken priſoner at the 
battle of Spurs, to avail himſelf of his favourable 
diſpoſition, and to propoſe a peace, which he 
knew to be paſſionately deſired by his maſter. 
He inſinuated, that the death of the queen of 
France opened the proſpect for an affinity, which 
might tend to the advantage of both kingdoms; 
that though the marriage of a princeſs of ſixteen, 
with a king of fifty three, might ſeem unſuitable, 
yet this inequality might be compenſated by other 
defirable circumſtances ; and that Henry, in with- 
drawing from the perfidious Ferdinand, would 
connect himſelf with Lewis, a prince, who, through 
bis whole life, had invariably maintained the cha- 
racter of probity and honour. | 
Henry readily liſtened to the Arte of Lon- | 
gueville ; and Lewis accepted, with tranſport, an 
alliance which converted a formidable enemy 
into an important friend. The articles were 
eaſily adjuſted between the two monarchs; Lewis 
agreed that Tournay ſhould remain in the hands 
of the Engliſh ; that Richard de la Pole, an exile 
| | in 
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in un who affected to revive the pretenſions 
of the houſe of York, ſhould be baniſhed to Metz, 
there to live on a penſion aſſigned him by Lewis; 


that Henry ſhould receive the payment of a mil- | 


lion of crowns, being the arrears due by treaty to 
his father and himſelf; and that the princeſs 
Mary ſhould bring four hundred thouſand crowns 
as her portion, and enjoy as large a jointure as 
any queen of France, not excepting the late, who 
was heireſs of Brittany. 
In conſequence of this treaty, Mary 
was ſent over to France with a ſplen- 
did retinue, and her marriage with Lewis was ce- 
'lebrated at Abbeville. An alliance which had 
been ſuggeſted by political views, was cemented 
by the charms of his new queen; and the king of 
France, ſecure on the fide of England, began al- 
ready to meditate future expeditions againſt Italy; 
but lis deſigns were broken by death; he had been 
frequently heard to repeat, that, “ love is the king 
„of young, but the tyrant of old men; and he 
vas now condemned to experience the truth of 
that maxim. His conſtitution, already ſhaken, 
was exhauſted by his affection for Mary, with 
whoſe beauty, grace, and 'numerous accompliſh- 
ments, he was enchanted. Three months after his 
nuptials, he was ſeized with a fever and dyſentery 
at ade on of the Tournelles in Paris, and 
| 12 breathed 
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breathed his laſt in the ſeventeenth year of bk 
reign, and the fifty-fourth of his age. 
The character of Lewis is diſtinguiſhed bye a ſu- 
perior integrity, ſeldom to be diſcerned in princes; 
and though ſometimes the dupe of his goodnefs of 
heart, and of the treachery of his neighbours, yet 
he well deſerved the honourable appellation of 


branch of the houſe of Orleans, and the ſceptre of 
F rance was transferred to that of Angeline.” nl bp 
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' ACCESSION or FRANCIS THE FIRST — INVASION 
or NAPLES AND VICTORY OF MARIGNANO— 
COMPETITION BETWEEN FRA NCISAND CHARLES 

FOR THE IMPERIAL DIGNITY - WARS BE- 
' TWEEN FRANCIS AND THE EMPEROR CHARLES 

THE FIFTH — LOSS OF MILAN — REVOLT OF. 
' BOURBON—DEFEAT OF BONNIVET—SIEGE OF 

MARSEILLES—SIEGE AND BATTLE OF PAVIA. 


UwhU n p p ,. 

Tas laſt moments of Lewis, erer 
vigilant over the happineſs of his peo- ee, 
ple, were embittered by a prophetic dread of the 

ſplendid, but dangerous, qualities of his ſucceſſor; 
Francis the Firſt, who aſcended the vacant throne, 
was the ſon of Charles count d' Angouleſme by 
Louiſa of Savoy; the preſumptive heir of the 
crown, he had eſpouſed Claude, the daughter of 
the late monarch, by Anne of Brittany; and on 
his acceſſion to royalty, kad but lately completed 
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his twentieth year. Formed with the mien of a 
hero, he excelled in the exerciſes of a martial age; 
eloquent in debate, and undaunted in action, cour- 
teous in his manners, and bounteous in his diſpoſi- 
tion, his virtues and accompliſhments dazzled an 
unthinking crowd, blind to the miſeries which 
awaited his impetuous vue and inconſiderate 
ambition. 

Mary, on the death of Tank. had beftomed 
her hand on Charles Brandon, duke of Suffolk; 
Francis, who was pleaſed with a tharriage which 
prevented the king of England from forming any 
powerful alliance by means of his fiſter, recon- 
ciled Henry to Mary and her new conſort, who 
had nearly enjoyed that monarch's favour ; and 
obtained permiffion for them to return to England. 
He next beſtowed the vacant offices 'of conſtable 
and chancellor on Charles duke of Bourbon, and 
Anthony du Prat; and directed his whole atten 
tion to the recovery of the Milaneſe, a deſign 
which had been interrupted by the death of his 
predeceſſor. 

To ſupply the funds for this ties, „Fran, 
cis, by the advice of his new chancellor, not only 
reſtored the taxes which Lewis had aboliſhed, but 
expoſed the offices of the crown to ſale, and en- 
deavoured to repleniſh his coffers by meaſures the 


woſt * and impolitic. He now openly 
| . * avowed 
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660 0 his claim to the duchy of Milan; nor 
was he induced to ſuſpend his reſolutions by the 
powerful confederacy formed againſt him by the 
emperor Maximilian, Ferdinand of Arragon, Leo 
the Tenth, Sforza, and the Swiſs; the number 
and due of his enemies ſeemed only to ſtimu- 
late his ardour; the paſſes of the Alps, which had 
been occupied by the Swiſs, were eluded; ne- 
roads were cut by the active perſeverance of the 
French; the army, after having ſurmounted every 
| obſtacle of art and nature, entered Italy, and 
ſurprized Proſper Colonna, the general of the 
papal forces; who, ignorant of their approach, 
was negligently encamped with a thouſand cavalry 
on the banks of the Po. 
Francis, on receiving the rncelligtice of this 
ſucceſs, prepared to join his commanders ; and, 
during his abſence, devolved the regency of 
France on his mother Louiſa of Savoy countels 
of Angouleſme ; a princeſs,' whoſe character in a 
great meaſure influenced the various events which 
_ diverſified the reign of her ſon. The exquiſite: 
charms of her face and perſon were ſcarce dimi- 
niſhed by the increaſe of years; and in the ac- 


quired accompliſhments of her ſex ſhe ſhone un- 


rivalled. Her ambition and thirſt of power were 

in ſome degree juſtified by her talents for govern- 
ment; the poſſefied courage Nis and . f 

| . 
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cal; penetration, decifion, and a magnanimity ſu⸗ 
perior to adverſity. Vet theſe virtues were fre · 
quently overwhelmed by the i impetuous torrent of 
her paſſtons; and her adminiſtration was ſullied by 
the faults and weakneſſes of a woman. Open to 
vanity, and ſtill ſuſceptible of love; but implac- 
able in her reſentments, and actuated by the moſt 
malign jealouſy; impatient of controul, and gree- 
dy of the national treaſures, the wiſeſt projects 
were diſconcerted, and the moſt important enter- 
ons battled, by her inſatiate rapacity. | 
The king of France, on aſſuming the chtiraandl 
of the army, entered the Milaneſe, and preſſed 
forwards towards the capital. He was oppoſed 
by the Switzers alone, who had encamped at Ma- 
rignano, about a league from Milan. The ſtead7 
valour of theſe troops had been frequently ex- 
perienced; but their conſtancy was ſhaken by the 
alluring offer of ſeven hundred thouſand crowns. 
While they yet heſitated, a reinforcement of ten 
thouſand of their countrymen, and the powerful 
exhortations of the celebrated Matthew Schiiener, 
a Swiſs himſelf, and cardinal of Sion, determined 
their conduct: inſpired by his eloquence, and in- 
flamed by a kind of military enthuſiaſm, they fu- 
riouſly marched forwards to attack the lines of the 
French. 8 


Hiſtory ſcarce affords any. example: of a bande 
gif- 
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dil puted * greater obſtinacy than that of Marig- 
nano. It was begun about four in the afternoon, 
in the month of September, and laſted more than 
_ three hours after the night cloſed. Laſſitude and 
darkneſs ſeparated the combatants, without aba- 
ting their animoſity ; the Swiſs renewed the charge 
in the morning with freſh. vigour ; but they were 
at length repulſed with cruel ſlaughter ; ten thou- 
ſand periſhed on the field; and the reſt of their 
forces retired unb ken and undaunted, and ſtill 
formidable, althou zh defeated. The loſs of the 
victors was computed at ſix thouſand men; and 
the intrepidity of Francis expoſed him to the moſt 
imminent danger. When night ſuſpended the 
conflict, he found himſelf intermingled with his 
enemies, and accompanied only by a few of his 
attendants, - On the carriage of a cannon, com- 
pletely armed, and anxious for the dawn, he 
ſnatched a few moments reſt; in every charge he 


was foremoſt; his horſe was wounded, and his 2 


body was covered with contuſions, but though his 
perſonal prowels ſtood unrivalled, the victory o 
that day was to be aſcribed to the conſtable Charles 
of Bourbon, whoſe ſkill and martial genius were 
eminently diſplayed ; and whoſe younger brother 
the duke de Chatelleraud fell gallandy fighting by | 
bo 1 
The terror which the battle of ee in- 
VOL. 11. Fe _ {ped 
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F ſpiced, together with the return of the Swiſs. troops 
into their own country, left Maximilian Sforza al- 
| moſt deſtitute of any aſſiſtance, He yet ſought to 
| prolong: the moments of his ſoyereignty by retiring 
into the caſtle of Milan; but that fortreſs was in- 
capable of withſtanding the ardour of the French, 
directed by the duke of Bourbon. It was ſurren- 
dered to that. general, together with the city of Cre- 
mona; but Sforza obtained at leaſt honourable 
conditions from the victor; and a ſafe retreat, 
with an ample penſion, were aſſigned him in 
France. Deſtitute of ambition, and of talents, he 
gladly retired from a ſituation to which he was un- 
equal, and expired at laſt at Paris, after lingering 

for fifteen years through a life of contempt. 
Leo the Tenth, verſed in all the refinements of 
Italian policy, abandoned, with their fortune, the 
cauſe of his allies. He courted an interview: with 
Francis; and that monarch ſuffered himſelf to be 
conducted by the cardinals de Fieſco and de Me- 
dicis to the city of Bologna. He was there re- 
ceived by the Roman pontiff, who ſoon triumphed 
over the conqueror of the Swiſs, by the inſinu- 
ating language of flattery.; and the king of France, 
after adopting the future plans of Leo, haſtened 

to Lyons, that he might enjoy the acclamations of 
his ſubjects, and offer the trophies of his . 8 
the feet of his mother Louiſaꝛ ſ/ 
3 EE Yet 
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Yet 2 more penetrating ſtateſman * 1 2 
1516. 

might have diſcerned advantages, not 
Jeſs permanent from the ſtroke of fate, than from 
the efforts of valour and diſci pline ; and the death | 
of F. erdinand of Arragon removed the only mo- 
narch, whoſe long experience, ſubtle arts, and 
numerous reſources, Francis had reaſon to dread. 
Ferdinand had ever conſidered his grandſon D 
Charles, archduke of Auſtria, rather as the rival 
of, than the fucceſſor to, his throne; 3 and his ſo- 
licitude to have other children by his conſort. 3 
Germana, ſtimulated him to conjugal exertions, 
which probably haſtened his deceaſe. His death 
. united under one maſter, | the N etherlands and 
Franche Comte, the kingdoms of Caſtile, Arragon, | 
and N aples X with the newly-diſcovered treaſures 
of the weſtern world; but that maſter had ſcaree 
yet attained the age of ſixteen ; ; his dominions | | 
lay diſtant and disjointed ; the people he ruled 
over, unconnected by laws, by cuſtoms, or by lan- 
guage, regarded each other with the eye of j jea- 
louſy and averſion; and many of the ſtates, at> 
tached to, and alarmed for their ancient rights . 
and privileges, conſidered Charles as their moſt 1 
dangerous enemy, and Francis as cheir moſt natu- 
ralally, - | 
Vet the king of France permitted the favourable 


moments to eſcape him; ; and while be foreſaw 
"Ss | the 


" 
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the >atheting ſtortn, 5 neglected the meaſures by 
which he might probably have averted it; inſtead 
of attacking the infant power of his rival, he ſuf: 
fered it pzaceably to attain to maturity, And 
truſted to the deluſive arts of negociation. Maxi- 
milian, who had broken into the Milaneſe with 
an army of near forty thouſand Germans, was re- 
' pulſed, and compelled to retire by the inferior 
forces of Fr rance, commanded by the conſtable 
Bourbon; but the ſame ſuccel D attended not the 
- invaſi ion of Navarre, a kingdom which had been 
wreſted by Ferdinand from the houſe of Albret ; 

. . Francis, defirous of reſtoring that family, had 

EE” furniſhed the exiled monarch with troops and 

money; but John d'Albret was baffled by. the vi- 
gilance and, precautions of. cardinal Ximenes, 

who, drawn from the cloyſter, ruled Spain with. 
prudence firmneſs, and ſagacity. That miniſ. 

ter employed the moment of victory to diſman- 

tle the towns and caſtles of Navarre, Which 

8 Mghtly fortified, and weakly garriſoned, were un- 

„ Mubple tg. reſiſt an enemy and ſerved only to fur- 
nic him with. places of retreat. The capital 
Pampeluna alone preſerved its walls, and was 
Airengthened - with additional fortifications. To 

this deciſive meaſure Spain owes the poſſeſſion of 
Navarre; the French, fince that period, have 


Fr often entered, and over-run the * country; 
| | but 
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bu deſtitute of ſtrong towns to retire to, they have. 
been obliged to abandon their conqueſts, with as 
much rapidity as they made them. 75 
At the deceaſe of Ferdinand, Charles, his Gs p 
cefllr; was in Flanders; and although deſirous to 
take poſſeſſion of his new dominions, he was de- 
tained by powerful obſtacles in the Low Coun- 
tries. The war, which had been kindled in 
Italy, ſtill ſubſiſted ; and with his crown, Charles 
inherited the enterpriſes of his grandfather ; but 
the F Flemings were averſe to engage in hoſtilities: 
with F rance, which might endanger the extenſive 
commerce they carried vn; and it was only by a 
treaty with that kingdom that Charles could ſe- 
cure himſelf | a ſafe paſſage into Spain. Francis, 
on the other hand, deſtitute of allies, and ſolici- 
tous to eſtabliſn by a peace his late conqueſts in 
Italy, liſtened with joy to the firſt overtures of 
accommodation. | Commiſſioners were appointed, 
and a few days after opening their conferences 
at Noyon, they concluded a treaty of confede- 
racy and mutual defence between 11 two mo- 
narchs. 
_ The principal articles which compel this | 
treaty were, that Francis ſhould give in marriage 
to Charles his eldeſt daughter the princeſs Louiſa, 
an infant of a year old, and as her dowry, ſhould 
make cyer to him all his claims and pretenſions 
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7 


upon the kingdom of Naples ; ; that in conſiders 


tion of Charles's being already in 


Naples, he ſhould, until the avovinpliſhunent of 


the marriage, pay an hundred thouſand crowns a 

year to the king of France; and the half of char 
ſum annually as long as the princeſs had no chil. 
dren. That when Charles ſhould arrive in Spain, 


the heirs of the king of Navarre, for John d'At- 


bret had expired of chagrin, might repreſent to 
him their right to that kingdom; and if they ob. 
tained not ſatisfaction, Francis was left at liberty | 


to affift them with his forces. 


A.D. 1517. Such were the conditions of the peace 
1518. of Noyon; too favourable to France 
for her king to expect that they would be long 


obſerved, Yet they afforded a tranfient tran- 


quillity to the ſubjects of theſe rival monarchs; 
and the acceffion of Maximilian to the Ney 
huſed the tempeſt of war which had ſo long agi- 
rated Europe. The ſatisfaction which the king 
derived from the late convention was increaſed 
by the birth of a dauphin; and the liberality of 
Francis ſoon gained to his intereſts Wolſey, tlie 
miniſter of Henry of England. By the influence | 
of his fayourite, that monarch was prevailed on 
to reſtore Tournay, which he had lately conquered. 
from France; but to render the meafure more 
ilatable to the e it was he that the 


* 
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dauphin and the princeſs Mary, both of them in- 
fants, ſhould be betrothed; that this. city ſhould: 
be conſidered as the dowry of the princeſs; and 
that Francis ſhould pay ſix hundred thouſand 
crowns for the expences that Henry had been: a at 
in repairing the fortifications. | \ 
Encouraged by this ſucceſs, the king of France 
extended his views to the recovery of Calais; and 
it is generally believed that the propoſal, extra- 
vagant as it was, met with a favourable recep- 
tion from Wolſey ; but though the miniſter ven- 
tured to ſuggeſt the meaſure to an. obſequious 


council, he found the people too ſtrongly pre- 


poſſeſſed againſt relinquiſhing the only trophy of 


their former victories; he himſelf ſoon afterwards 
gradually deglined from the intereſts of Francis; 
greedy of wealth and open to flattery, the ſame 
arts as had inclined him to the French monarch, 
were ſucceſsfully practiſed by his rival. Charles; 
and the king of England, naturally ſtubborn and 
imperious, yielded to the aſcendency which his 
favourite had acquired, and veered with m_ 
caprice of the ambitious cardinal. 
The ſhort calm which — had 
enjoyed, was ſoon interrupted by an 
event of little moment in itſelf, but rendered by 
its conſequences more memorable than any that 
had Ann during ſeveral ages. The 22 
„ q Maxi- 


A. D. 1519. 
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Max imilian, a prince equally deſtitute of- virtues 
and abilities, expired at Lintz upon the Danube, 
while he was employed in attempts to gain the 
electoral ſuffrages for his grandſon's nomination 
as king of the Romans. The ſeven great princes, 
diſſtinguiſhed by the name of electors, in whom 
the right of chuſing an emperor had long been 
veſted, turned their eyes towards Frederic duke 
of Saxony, a prince whoſe prudent adminiſtra- 
tion had acquired him the name of Sage; but 
Frederic rejected the ſplendid dignity with mag- 
nanimity and diſintereſtedneſs. He urged the 
neceſſity, at a period when the Turkiſh armies, 
led by the victorious Selim the Sccond, were 
ready to deluge Germany with their rapacious 
myriads, of committing the imperial ſceptre to- a 
more powerful arm; and of raiſing, to the throne 
a prince capable of reſiſting the impetuous torrent 
of the infidels which threatened to overwhelm Eu- 
rope, | £ LANE 
Two competitors alone preleated chemſcives | 
a8 equal to the public emergency, Francis and 
Charles. The former already renowned for his 
triumph over the Swiſs in the battle of Marig- 
nano; the latter ſtrongly recommended by the 
contiguity of his dominions, and by his German 
extraction. They had both profeſſed, from the 
8 to N on their W with emu- 
lation, 
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lation, but without enmity; and Francis, with 


the vivacity natural to him, declared, We are 
«© both ſuitors: to the ſame miſtreſs ; the more 
« fortunate will carry her, but the other muſt 


«© remain contented ;” yet neither neglected any 


meaſure that was likely to enſure ſucceſs. Money 


was ſcattered with a profuſion unknown before; 
and the French ambaſſadors travelled with a 
train of horſes loaded with treaſure. The partia- 
lity of the Germans to the houſe of Auſtria, with. 
the voice of Frederic of Saxony, decided the 


important conteſt ; Charles was raiſed to the im- 
perial dignity ; and Francis, after exhauſting his 


_ coffers, had the mortification of beholding a young 
and inexperienced prince preferred to to the condueror 


of Milan. 
Leo the Tenth had abſerved, with a 
ſolicitude worthy of his penetration, the 
pretenſions of the contending monarchs; and \ Jea- 
lous of each, had lecretly, though ineffectually, ex- 
horted the German princes to place one of their 
own number on the imperial throne. Henry of 
England, after vainly declaring himſelf a candi- 
date, had withdrawn from the hopeleſs conteſt, 
and maintained a ſullen neutrality during the im- 
portant competition. But Francis, alarmed at 


the augmented {| plendour and power of Charles, 


| and inflamed with indignation. which he could no 
| longer 


A. D. UNS 


% 
* . 
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longer fappreſs, endeavoured, by a ſtrict allianee 
with Henry, to balance the acquiſitions of his 
Hvafl. Well acquainted with Henry's: character, 
ke folicited an interview near Calais; in expecta- 
tion of being able, by familiar converſation, to 
gain upon his friendſhip and confidence. Henry, 
fond of pomp and magnificence, cheerfully agreed 
to the propoſal; but while he prepared to croſs 
the ſeas, he was ſurpriſed by the arrival of the 
emperor at Dover. Charles, informed of the in- 
___ tended interview, endeavoured to difappoint its 
6 effects, and previouſſy to engage the fayqur of the 
Engliſh monarch; in his paſſage from Spain to 
the Low Countries, he ſteered directly for Eng- 
land; Henry haſtened to receive with every mark 
of reſpect, a gueſt who had ſhewn ſo implicit a 
reliance on his honour. The emperor, to whom 
time was precious, ftaid only four days; but in 
that ſpace he contrived: to give the king of Eng- 
land favourable impreſſions of his character and 
intentions, and to attach to his intereſts Wolley, 
by gratifying his avarice with a penſion of ſeven 
choufand ducats, and by flattering the ambitious 
cardinal with the hopes of the pepary on the death 
of Leo the Tenth. | 
On the day of Charles's an Henry em- 
barked with the queen and his whole court for 
Calais, and thence n to Guiſnes, a ſmall 


town 
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ton near the frotitiers ; While Francis, with 4 
ſimilar train, advanced to Atdres, only a = 
miles diſtant, and within the Englith pale. 
magnificence' which was difplayed by two — 
equally ſplendid, profuſe; and vain; made the 
ſpot. oh which they met retain the name of Phe 
« Field of the Cloth of Gold. Banquets, balls, 
and tournaments, were ſucgefſively exhibited. 
The kings themſelves, expert and vigorous, bore 
away in every martial exerciſe the prize of valour 
and dexcerity. But ſerious buſineſs was not pers 
mitted to obtrude upon hours devoted to enter- 
tainment; for ten or twelve days this ſcene of 


royal diffipation was aſfiduouſſy purſued; at lengtx 


the monarchs ſeparated z and Francis might regret 
a ſum laviſhed in this fruitleſs pageantry, greater 
than wh Charles had diſtributed to acquire the 
imperial crown; who by a ſecond interview with the 
king of England engaged the confidence of Henry 
and his favourite, and effaced all the friendſhip to 
which the frank and liberal nature 6f * rival had 
given birth, 

While the kiag of Francs a to ey 
liate the regard of Henry, he was not inattentive 
in courting the ſupport of the Roman pontiff. 
Though the ſagacity of Leo the Tenth enabled 
him to diſeern his true intereſt in preſerving the 
tranquillity of Italy, and the balance of power as 

8 | | bs 
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it was at length eſtabliſhed; yet the. prudeat neu- 
trality which he ought to have obſerved, was loſt 
in the indignation with which he beheld the 
tranſalpine nations preſcribe laws to the Italian 
ſtates, and in his impatience to diſtinguiſh his 
pontificate by ſome ſplendid action. He vainly 
flattered himſelf with the idea of alternately aſ- 
ſiſting each monarch, of finally expelling both, 
and of acquiring the glory of reſtoring. to Italy 
the liberty and happineſs it enjoyed before the 
invaſion of Charles the Eighth.' By the German 
conſtitution, the kings of Naples were for ever 
excluded from the imperial dignity, Charles by 
his election was declared to have forfeited bis 
right to Naples; and Leo, in the proſecution of 
his deſign, undertook to beſtow the inveſtiture of 
that kingdom on Henry, the ſecond ſon ob Francis, 
with whom he contracted a ſtrict ware ſecret al- 
Uance. 2 
By the treaty of. N oyon , Charles had 

awd himſelf to do juflice to the fa- N 
mily of Albret, which claimed the kingdom of 
Navarre; but the emperor had received with 
coldneſs and eluded every application of that na- 
ture; and Francis now prepared to reſtore by 
arms the exiled family. The juncture appear- 
ed favourable. to ſuch, an enterpriſe. Charles 


bad recalled his forces from that part of the 
— : kingdom 


9. 1521. 


— 
4 4 
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Mog dom to quell the commotions which had 
ariſen in Spain; and a conſiderable faction in Na- 
varre was ready to declare for the deſcendants of 
their ancient monarchs. To avoid giving of- 
fence, if poſſible, to the emperor or the king of 
England, Francis levied the forces for this expe- 
dition in the name of Henry d'Albret; and en- 
truſted them to Andrew de Foix, a young man 
without experience or talents, but who was pre- 
ferred to the command by the influence of his 
ſiſter, the Counteſs of Chateau-Briant, the favou- 
rite miſtreſs of the king. The kingdom of Na- 
varre received the invaders with open arms; the 
fortifications of Pampeluna were yet unfiniſhed, 
and a French garriſon was admitted within the 
walls. But Andrew de Foix, inſtead of ſecuring 
his conqueſt, was precipitated by his ardour in 
ſearch of new acquiſitions. With the conſent of 
Francis he paſſed the confines of Navarre, and 
inveſted Logrogno, a ſmall town in Caſtile. The 
Caſtilians, who had hitherto "beheld his progreſs 
without jealouſy or oppoſition, were roufed hy 
this national inſult. Their domeſtic diſſenſions 
were extinguiſhed by the appearance of a foreign 
enemy ; and the French general was compelled 
to abandon his raſh enterpriſe with diſgrace. He 
was purſued by the increaſing forces of the Spa- 
niards; ; and inſtead of _ ſhelter under the 

cannon 


11 
K 
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cannon | of Pampeluna, and waiting che arrival 
of ;ſame troops that were marching to join him, 
be, hazarded. a decifive action with a ſuperior ene- 
my. His army was defeated, be himſelf was 
taken priſoner, and Navarre by this vigory WAS 
ain reſtored to the authority of Charles. 4 
The invaſion of Navarre had been 1 on 
in the name of Henry d'Albret ; and Francis, in 
attacking another part of his rival's dominjons, 
had recourſe to an artifice much of the ſame 
Kind. He encouraged Robert de la Mark, Jord © 
of ;Bguillon, who bad abandoned the ſervjce f 
Charles on account of an encroachment made 
on his quriſdiction, to declare war againſt the 
_ emperor in form. Rohert entered Luxembourg 
With troops levied, in France with the King's con- 
nivance, though ſeemingly in contradiction -to 
his orders. Charles complained of this as a di- 
ect violation of the peace ſubſiſting between the 
two crowns, and ſummoned Henry the Eighth to 
turn his arms. againſt Francis as the firſt aggreſlor. 
The French monarch, ſtill, deſirous of concilia- 
lng the inclinations: of the king of England, 
commanded de la Mark to diſhand his troops; 
but che emperor had by this time aſſembled an 
army to chaſtiſe the inſolence of Robert; the 
count of N afſau, with twenty thouſand men, in- 
"m_C his nter, and ſoon. ſpeeded him 
. of 
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of every place except Sedan. Naſſau, by the 
his ſucceſs, paſſed the frontiers of France, and 
inveſted Mouſſon, which ſoon ſurrendered,; he 
next pointed his arms againſt Mezieres; but 
that fortreſs was defended by the chevalier Bay- 
ard, diſtinguiſhed among his contemporaries by 
dhe appellation of The Knight without Fear and 
without Reproach... This hero exerted the talents 
which ſo.eminently. diſtinguiſhed. him, in the, ſiege 
of Mezieres; and the Imperialiſts were compelled 
by his valour and conduct to abandon the ſiege 
with. a: conſiderable loſs. pn 
| During cheſe hoſtile. operations, FE rancis bimaſelf 
had nearly fallen the victim of a ſingular acci- 
dent. The martial manners of the age characte- 
riſed every. diverſion; and che king, with a ſmall 
band of gentlemen, attacked with ſngw-balls, 
count de St. Pol, who defended it with another 
party. A torch from the hand of one of the de- 
fendants unfortunately ſtruck Francis on the head, 
and wounded him ſeverely. His life was long 
deſpaired of; and during the cure of his wound, 
As it. became neceſſary to cut off his hair, he ne- 
ver would ſuffer it to grow again, but introduced 


the faſhion of wearing it ſhort. Even on this 


occaſſon, the magnanimity of his mind was con⸗ 
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80 HISTORY. OF FRANCE. 
N ſpicuouſly dif; played; nor would he ever permit 


any attempt to be made to diſcover way RO | 
who had wounded him. ' 

On his recovery, F rancis iesdbel⸗ took 
the” field with a numerous army, retook Mouſ- 
ſon, and ſpread through the Low Countries the 
terror of his arms. Near Valenciennes, on the 


banks of the Scheld, he faced the Imperialiſts 


headed by Charles himſelf. The latter deſirous 


of avoiding an engag gement, endeavoured to re- 
treat under cover of a thick fog; the conſtable 


Bourbon ſaw the favourable opportunity, and in- 


treated his ſovereign to avail himſelf of it; but 
the king, who never loved that nobleman, and 
was influenced by the reſentment which his mo- 
ther Louiſa had conceived againſt him, rejected 
his advice. To neglect he added inſult, and be- 
ſtowed the command of the van, which belonged 


to Bourbon in right of his office of conſtable, on 


Charles duke of Alengon, firſt" prince of the blood. 
Thus to his paſſions and prejudices Francis ſacri- 


ficed the opportunity of ad vantageouſſiy engaging 
his rival in perſon, and firſt diſguſted a ſubject 


whoſe ſteady courage and military ſkill were 
equal to the moſt f. en and ane, e 


ments. 
Under the auſpices of Henry the Fighth, the 


negociations for peace were again reſumed, and 


<> again 
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again abandoned ; while Charles inveſted and re- 
duced Tournay; and Bonnivet, admiral of France, 
and the acknowledged favourite of his maſter, in- 
vaded Navarre, and poſſeſſed himſelf of Fonta- 
rabia. But the emperor found a compenſation 
for this loſs in his intrigues with the king of Eng- 
land and the Roman pontiff. Henry agreed to 
invade France on the fide of Picardy with forty 
thouſand men, and to beſtow on Charles his only - 
child the princeſs Mary, the apparent heir of his 
dominions, while Leo, enticed by the advantages | 
which the emperor offered, readily quitted his al- 
lance with Francis, and concluded a hew treaty 
with his rival. The principal articles were, that 
the pope and the emperor ſhould join their forces 
to expel the French out of the Milaneſe, the poſ- 
ſeffion of which ſhould be granted to Franciſco 
Sforza, the ſon of Ludovico the Moor, who had 
reſided at Trent ſince the time his brother Maxi- 
milian had been diſpoſſeſſed of his dominions by 
Francis; that Parma and Placentia, which had 
been wreſted from, , ſhould be reſtored to, the 
church; and that the *emperor ſhould ham the 
pope in conquering Ferrara. 

The government of Milan had been com · 
mitted by Francis, to Odet de Foix, mareſchal 
de Lautrec, another brother of. the counteſs de 
Chateu-Briant, cs by no means deſtitute 
e WW of 
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of military talents, his imperious manners and 
rapacious diſpoſition alienated the affections of 
the Milaneſe, drove many of the conſiderable 
citizens into baniſhment, and forced others to, 
retire for their own ſafety... Among the , laſt 
was Jerome. Moronè, vice-ch zncalor of Milan, | 
celebrated for his intriguing ſpirit and ſubtle ge- 
nius. He repaized inſtantly to, Francis Sforza, 
vhoſe brother he had betrayed; and n 
into the. frees intentions, of, os f brad to 
places in the Milaneſe by. means. of, the, exiles; 
Leo approved the deſign, and permitted the.con- 
ſpirators to aſſemble at Reggio which at that 
time belonged to the church; mareſchal de Foix, | 
who commanded at Milan in the. abſence of, his, 
brother Lautrec, informed of their reſort, entered 
the eccleſiaſtical territories, and inveſted, Reggio; 
he was compelled to. retire; by. the vigilance and 
conduct of the governor, the hiſtorian | Guicctar- 
dini, and Leo readily ſeized the pretenge of pub- 
lickly breaking with France, and excammuni- 
cated de Foix as an in in vader of St. Feters 
patrimony: | 1 gent 

The king of France, ** d 8 0 
ich. threatened bis Italian dominions, com- 
ae. Lautrec to a to. bigs: eee, 
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with, troops and money. The forces of France 
were either employed in the Low. Countries, er 
| aſſembling on the frontiers of Spain; and his 

only reſource was in the Swiſs, from whom he 
procured the immediate levy of an additional 
body. But the money appropriated for their ſup- 
port was intercepted by the rapacity of Louiſa, 
who had conceived an inveterate diſlike. to Lau- 


„ 4 << 5 


and fruideſs. "cam paign, and murmuring | for want 
of pay, \ retired from. the ſtandard of France; Mi- 
lan Was berrayed to, Colonna, the general of Leo; 
the other cities c 
of the capital; Parma, and Placentia | were united 
to RPG een, 11255 3; the town of Cremona, 


„r 


army, ee retreated | cowards the Venetian | 
texritories. 3 LR | | 
Leo received, the accounts of this. « rapid fig 
fever, and "occaſioned tus death. 3 "By. this unex 
pected accident the ſpirit of the confederacy 
was broken, and its operations ſuſpended; the 
Swiſs were recalled by the Cantons; the merce- 
naries diſbanded. or. want of pay; and only the 
e and A few. Germans, i in che emperor's 
*. 6G 2 Eg {ſervice 
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ſervice, remained ro defend the Milaneſe; but 
Lautrec himſelf, equally deſtitute of men and 
money, was unable to im prove the fvourablo 


3? opportunity, 


A. D. 1822. 


The intri igues of che conclave were 
terminated by the election of cardinal 


Adrian, of Utrecht, who at that time governed 


Spain in the emperor's name, and was conſe 
quently attached to his intereſt. The war in the 


Milaneſe was reſumed with ſh vigour. Lau. 


trec had received from tlie King a ſmall ſum c 
money, which enabled him once more to take 
the field ; the Swiſs, as a reparation to the French 
king for having unſeaſbnably . withdrawn their 
troops from his army, had permitted him to levy 


| ren thouſand men in the republic.” But the ca- 


price of this people was often no leſs fatal to 
their friends, than their valour was formidable 
to their enemies. Their ſeditious murmurs 


compelled Lautiec to attack the camp of the 


con federates, advantageouſly. choſen at Bicoc- 
<a; in vain did that officer remonſtrate againſt 
the raſh enterpriſe; the Swiſs were deaf to rea- 


ſon, and renewed their demand with greater 


fierceneſs; Lautrec was reduced to comply; but 
after an iheffeQual diſplay of yalour, and the 


| loſs of their braveſt companions, the Swiſs aban- 


foned the dae attempt. The furrivory next 
day 


HISTORY OF FRANCE. 5 
day returned to their own country; the French 
ſought ſhelter in their own territories; and, ex- 
cept the citadel of Cremona, the reſt of the Mila · 
neſe was reſtored to the authority of Franciſco 
Sforza, by the arms of Cale the en of the 
Confederates. 

The indignation of Fi rancis at beholding him- 
ſelf thus deſpoiled of his Italian dominions, firſt 
burſt on the head of Lautrec; that general excul- 
pated himſelf at the expence of Semblencai, ſu- 
perintendant of the finances, who had withheld, 
at the command of Louiſa, the promiſed ſupplies z 
but the counteſs of Angouleſme, unawed by the 
baſeneſs and inhumanity of her conduct, heſitated 
not to diſavow the iniquitous tranſaction; and 
the innocent and unfortunate Semblencai, ,who 
had grown grey in the ſervice of four ſucceffive 
_ . monarchs, periſhed 1 victim of his een $ 
_ reſentment. ., - 
Francis had need of all his magnanimity to WAY 
poſe the tempeſt which aſſailed him on every 
fide. Genoa again threw off the yoke, expelled 
the adherents of France, and opened her : gates 
to the imperial army. Henry of England openly 
declared. wat; and his forces, commanded by 
the earl of Surrey, landed at Cherbourg in Nor- 
mandy, ravaged the coaſts of that province, and 
. effected a Junction with the Flemiſn 

G 3 5 troops, 
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troops, entered Picardy. But the French, | though 
inferior in numbers, baffled by a prudent ſyſtem 
of defence, tlie deſigns of their adverſaries; and 
Surrey, after ſeveral -unſucceſsful n was 
obliged to retire with his haraſſed forces. 
The Spaniards, though engaged in Sonic 
diſſenſſons, Had delivered a part of their force to 
the! recovery of Fontarabia ; that city was howe- 
ver relieved by the mareſchal de Chabannes ; | but 
the ſatisfaction which Francis might derive from 


| this event, was more than balanced by the con · 


federacy of his enemies and the deſertion of his 
_ allies; even the Venetians, who had hitherto ad- 
bered to him with firmneſs, now believed his de- 
ſtruction inevitable, and formed a league with 
the emperor- Their example was followed by 
the other Italian ſtates,” and the king of France 
was left alone to repel his numerous adverſaries, 


whoſe territories encompaſſed his dominions | on 


every fide. Yer rouſed by the approach of dan- 
ger, he prepared to encounter it with ſpirit and 
intrepidity; before his enemies were ready to exe - 
ute their ſchemes, he had already aſſembled 2 
formidable army, and determined to diſconcert 
the deſigns of the . emperor, 86 march Te # po 
fon n Milaneſe.” Fra 
AD. . The vanguard of his army had al- 
8 5. e reached Lyons, and he himſelf 
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ä gan: alter it, when his intentions were 


fu Send; and his meaſures broken by the intel- 


ligence of domeſtic conſ piracy. Charles duke 
of Bourbon, and conſtable of France, from his 


birth, fortune, and office, might juſtly be conſi- 2 


dered as the moſt powerful ſubject in that king · 
dom. He had eminently diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
at the battle of Marignano; and his thirſt of 
glory, and Kill in martial exerciſes, might natu- 
rally have recommended him to the favour of a 
monarch renowned for ſimilar qualities; but un- 
happily Louiſa, the king's mother, had con- 
tracted a violent averſion to the houſe of Bour- 
bon; ſhe had communicated her prejudices to 
her ſon ; the duke of Bourbon had been inju- 
riouſly removed from the government of Milan; 
bis counſels on the- banks of the Scheld had been 
contumelioufly rejected; and, a public affront 
was offered to him in the ordfence of the whole 
army, by depriving him of the command of the 
vanguard. Theſe repeated. indignities had ex- 
hauſted his patience ; he had already entered into 
4 ſecret correſpondence with the emperor ; when 
a new and more ſevere injury inflamed his thirſt 
of revenge, and for ever and him from his 
allegiance'to Francis. op 
Bourbon about this time became a e by 
the death of his conſort, daughter to the famous 
5 L 8 84 | | lady 
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lady of Beadjeu. Louiſa, without regarding the 
diſparity of age, forgot her former enmity in the 
violent affection which ſhe conceived for the per- 
ſon of that prince; but Bourbon rejected her ad- 
vances with contempt ; and the love of the coun- 
teſs was again converted into implacable hatred. 
Aſſiſted by Bonnivet, who, was ambitious to ſuc- 
| ceed him as conſtable, and by du Prat, the moſt 
corrupt miniſter that ever held the ſeals, her 
perſecution became but too ſucceſsful. A law- 
uit was commenced againſt him for the eſtates 
that he held in right of his deceaſed wiſe; and by 
a ſentence deſtitute even of. the appearance of 
equity, he was eee of che guy. Dake of 
his fortune. 
Bourbon, reduced b ale. unjuſt Sites to 
deſpair, renewed his intrigues in the imperial 
court. Charles and Henry gladly embraced. his 
alliance, and ſpared no allurements to confirm him 
in his reſolution. The former offered him in 
marriage his ſiſter Eleanor, the widow of the king 
of Portugal; he was ' conſidered as a principal 
in the treaty of the two monarchs ; .and on the 
conqueſt of France, which they had planned, the 
counties of Provence and Dauphinè were aſſigned 
to him with the title of king. The emperor en- 
gaged to enter France by the Pyrennees; ; and 
Henry, en * the Flemings, was to in- 
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vade Picardy; while Bourbon was to penetrate 
with an army of Germans into Burgundy, and to 
act with his adherents in the heart of the kingdom. 
The plot was deeply laid; and the execution of it 
was alone ſuſpended until the king ſhould croſs the 
Alps with the only army re of defending his 
dominions. 1 ale 
Ihe rumour of en 8 He Ro had 4 
reached the ear of Francis; his ſupicions were 
lulled awhile by the arts of the conſtable; but by 
the indiſcretion of two of the conſpi rators, the 
king was awakened to the certainty of his dan- 
ger; | he immediately determined to ſecure the 
_ perſon of Bourbon; who, apprized of his inten- 
tions, ſuddenly crofſed the Rhone in diſguiſe, 
eluded the parties ſent out to intercept him, and, 
after infinite gon and paris reached Catch in 
ſafety.  . +> "tba 
„Though Fr: rancis ks every precau- 
tian to extinguiſh the ſparks of revolt, 
and garriſoned the places of ſtrength in the con- 
ſtable's territories, yet he made not any parti: 
cular enquiries after the accomplices of his de- 
ſigns. His own irregularities about this time 
proved fatal to the life of his conſort Claude, an 
amiable princeſs, who bore with reſignation the 
neglect of her huſband, and with meekneſs the au- 
W aged by the counteſs of Angouleſme ; G 


Fi rancis 


A.D: . 
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„ HISTORY OF FRANCE. 
Francis himſelf, though he relinquiſhed his inten- 
| tion of leading in perſon his army into Italy, did 


not abandon that expedition, but entruſted the 


q 9 
3 ＋ 


That nobleman engroffed the Oe and pe- 


| wheings of his royal maſter, whom in many points 


— 


he reſembled. Handſome in his perſon, gallant, 


and amorous, he was peculiarly acceptable to the 


counteſs of Angduleſme, under whoſe protection 
he roſe; but vain, arrogant, and preſumptubu 


though ambitious of the character of a general, of 
all the talents: requifite for command he poſſeſſed 


only the loweſt and moſt common, perſonal cou- 
rage. Colonna, who was entruſted with the defence 
of the Milaneſe, was compelled to retire before the 


ſuperior forces of France; the ſtream of the Tefino 


oppoſed an ineffectual obſtacle to Bonnivet; the 
greateſt part of the duchy ſubmitted to his arms; 
had he improved the general conſternation, Milan 
itſelf muſt have ſurrendeted; but a delay of three 
or four days reſtored the courage of the citizens ; 
and after a vain attempt on the capital, the incle- 
meney of the ſeaſon OO e n _ 
Wifer man 
In Burgundy and Gilievine, -the Germans and 
Sparks were repulſed by the duke of Guiſe and 
the "matelchal Lautrec; in Picardy, indeed, the 
el extended their de vaſtations along the de- 
a 155 fenceleſs 
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fanceleſs banks of the Oyſe, penetrated within 
eleven leagues of Paris, and filled the capital 
with terror; but their career was checked by the 
gallantry of the duke of Vendoſme; they wers 
contintially haraſſed by the vigilance of the mas 
reſchal la Tremouille; and they were at length 
e Wyrr Hons ro} out OE the French territo: 
ries. 

Dung Pk operations pope Al had 4 611 | 
pired; and the hopes of Wolfey were blaſted by 
the elevation of the cardinal de Medici, under 
the name of Clement the Seventh, to the papal 
dignity; the favourite of Henry now difcerned 
how egregiouſly he had been duped by the pro: 
miſes of the emperor; and he ſecretly reſolved 
once more to divert the inclinations of his maſter 
towards Francis. That monarch had diſcovered 
and diſconcerted a dangerous conſpiracy; he had 
driven the author of it into exile; he had balfled 
the ſchemes of the · powerful confederacy formed 
againſt him: and had recovered one half of the 
duchy of Milan; but the enſuing campaign 
dpened with more diſaſtrous events. Foritara- 
bia was ſurrendered by the' treachery and cow- 
ardice of Franget, its governor. A numerous 
army of che allies threatened that part of the Mi- 
laneſe which had lately been reduced by the 


French.  Bonnivet, whoſe forces had been weak 
ones . n ened 
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"FR HISTORY OF FRANCE. | 
_ enced by a peſtilential diſorder, was alle to con · 
tend with the ſuperior numbers of the enemy, 
and till leſs with the ſuperior talents of Bourbon, 
the marquis of Peſcara, and Lannoy, viceroy of 
Naples. Theſe celebrated leaders compelled the 
| admiral to abandon his ſtrong camp at Biagraſſa, 
and preſſed on his rear with inceſſant diligence ; | 

in the paſſage of the river Seſſia, while he exerted 
himſelf with con] picuous valour, he received a 
wound. in his arm which obliged him to quit the 
field; he committed the im portant charge, which 
he reluctantly deſerted, to the chevalier Bayard. 
That officer animated the cavalry by his example 
and his preſence, to ſuſtain the whole ſhock of the 
enemy's troops, while the infantry ſecurely croſſed 
the river; but in this ſervice Bayard received a 
wound, which he immediately perceived to be 
mortal. Incapable any longer of fitting on horſe- 
back, he was placed on the ground, with his face 
towards the enemy, and his eyes fixed on the 
guard of his ſword, which he held up. inſtead of 
a croſs. In this poſture, which became him as a 
ſoldier and a chriſtian, he addreſſed his prayers 
to God, and univerſally regretted by his country- 
men and his ſoes, he expired, as his anceſtors 
for ſeveral generations had e in the field of 
battle. | 
Bonnet led back his ſhatered army into 
F rance, 


* 
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France, whoſe monarch was immediately ſtripped 
ol all that he had held in Italy. The victors, en- 
couraged by their ſucceſs, determined to invade 
the country of Provence. Bourbon, at the head 
of eighteen thouſand men, paſſed the Alps with - 
out oppoſition ; but his deſign of penetrating into 
the interior provinces, and effecting a junction 
with his remaining adherents, was over- ruled by 
the authority of Charles, who directed him to make 
che reduction of Marſeilles his chief object. That 
city was obſlinately defended by a veteran gar- 
riſon; the king of France himſelf advanced 
with a ſuperior, force to the relief of it; and 
Bourbon, after having conſumed forty days in the 
vain enterpriſe „ retired with preci 8 towards 
Italy. 

The glory which Fat had acquired « de- 
| Tivering his ſubjects from this formidable inva- 
ſion, might have ſatisfied a moderate mind; but 
that prince, naturally ſanguine and impetuous, 
aſpired to the conqueſt of the Milaneſe. His love 
of fame was ſeconded by a leſs noble paſſion 5 
and Bonnivet is ſuppoſed to have inflamed the 
deſires of his ſovereign by his deſcription of a 
beautiful lady of Milan. In vain did the oldeſt 8 
generals attempt to diſſuade their maſter; in 
vain did the counteſs of Angouleſme conjure him 
fo top 3 ; W was deaf to the counſels of the 
| | f former ; 5 
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rage; and enterpriſing ſpirit, ., ... 
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former; and to elude the remonſtrances of the lat- 
ter, after. appointing her regent in his abſence, be 
began his march acroſs the Alps. | 
"Francis, with an army of forty. thouſand men, 
entered, and ſpread t terror through the Milaneſe; . 


| the g cates of the capital were immediately opened 


to him; and Bourbon himſelf ſcarce outſtripped 

is purſuit with the remnant of his flying forces. 
Had the king inſtantly attacked the enemy, who 
bad retired to Lodi on the Adda, that day might 0 
bave extinguiſhed. the dominion c of Charles i in Italy; 5 7 


: of in compliance with the . oa of Bonnivet, | 


e laid fiege to Pavia on Sel eſino, a place ſtrong 
in. its fortifications, and garrit rriſoned. by fix thouſanc 
veterans, under the command of Antonio de Leyva, 
an officer equally diſtinguiſhed by bis patient cou 


The ſucceſs of the king of Fr rance bad Cle. 
ment the Seventh to, deſert the cauſe of Charles, 


and court the alliance of his adverſary; the ex- 


ample of the pope was followed by the republic of 
F lorence ; and the king, elated by proſperity, de- 


tached fix. thouſand men to ravage the kingdom 


RS BER Fas 3 en Hh 


of Naples; but neither this diverſion, nor the 


 inclemency, of the ſeslon, prevented him. from 


inceſſantly preffi ing the ſiege of Pavia. Three 
months of conſtant fatigue had reduced the garri- 
ſon | 10 the laſt e, when they diſcerned the 

welcome 


0 * Y 5 5 
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welcome banners of the Imperialiſts preſſing for- 
wards to their relief. 

The zeal of Bourbon hat” brought 
twelve thouſand Germans to the aſſiſt- 
ance of Lannoy and Peſcara; yet Francis, patiently 
in his entrenchments, might have defied the fury of 
his adverſaries ; but the raſh counſels of Bonnivet 


A. D. 1525. 


_ ſtimulated him to the fatal encounter. Part of the 


| left wing, under the command of the duke of 
Alengon, baſely deſerted their fovereign'; the gar- 
riſon of Pavia fallied out on his rear; the French, 
cavalry was broken by the im perial horſe; the rout 
became g eneral; and reſiſtance deaſed almoſt in 
_ every fox but where the king fought in perſon, . 
Though wounded in ſeveral places, and thrown 
from bis horſe, he {till defended: himſelf with the 
moſt heroic courage ; ; and fix of his aſſailants pe- 
riſhed by his arm. At Vasen erhauſted wick fa- 
ceived it with ed, nee to him his 
own; but though that general treated his royal 
captive with eyery mark of honour due to his rank, 

he was equally ſolicitous to prevent his eſcape; and 
conducted Francis, the day after the battle, to the 
ſtrong caſtle of Pizzhigintonè, near Cremona; 
where he was committed to the cuſtody of Don 
F erdinand Alarcon, an officer of e, Wann | 
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IMPRISONMENT or FRANCIS—HIS RELEASE BY 
15 TREATY. or MADRID —VIOLATION, oF 
THAT TREATY - WAR BETWEEN | FRANCIS 
| AND THE EMPEROR—REVOLT or DORIA, AND 
' DEATH OF LAUTREC—PEACE OF CAMBRAY— 
' MARRIAGE or THE, DUKE or ; ORLEANS. TO 
. CATHERINE, OF MEDICIS—WAR, RENEWED 
DEATH oF THE. DAUPHIN—TRUCE. OF NICE— 
_ PASSAGE OF, THE EMPEROR THROUGH FRANCE 
Wax DECLARED AGAIN-—FINAL PEACE AT 
 ESPERNAY——DEATH or FRANCIS, | 


Mr the 4 of Pavia, 3 France was 
left without a ſovereign, without trea- 
Ten thouſand: of 
her braveſt ſoldiers had periſhed on the bloody 


A. b. 1525 


field; and the moſt illuſtrious of her nobility had 


facrificed their lives to preſerve their honour. 
Were theſe, the lead regretted was Bonnivet: 
His 
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His atal counſels had precipitated the notional 
; calamity ; ; his haughty mind ſcorned to ſurvive 
the public diſaſter; and ruſhing into the thickeſt 
ranks of the enemy, he fell covered with honour- 
able wounds. 

The firſt intelligence « the rout at Pavia was 
tranſmitted by the king himſelf to his mother, in 
a letter, which contained theſe words: Madam, 
s all is loſt, except our honour.” .'The paſſions of 
Louiſa had endangered the kingdom, but her abi- 
lities were exerted to ſave it. In this trying hour, 
her magnanimity never deſerted her ; and inſtead 
of giving herſelf up to the lamentations of a wo- 
man, ſhe diſcovered all the foreſight and ſkill of a 
conſummate politician. She aſſembled the nobles 
at Lyons, and animated them by her example and 
language; ſhe collected the remains of the army 
which had ſerved in Italy, and enabled it again to 
take the field; ſhe levied new troops, and raiſed 
extraordinary ſums to defray the expence of them ; 
but her chief care was directed to conciliate the 
friendſhip, nd. to obtain the e of the king 
of England. 

Henry beheld with. « concern the balance of 
power, which he had affected to maintain, de- 
ſtroyed by the diſaſtrous field of Pavia; and his 
miniſter, Wolſey, remembered with indignation N 


the vain promiſes of the papacy - with which 
vox. 11. - 0 Charles. 
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Charles had deluded bim. The former trembled 
for the independence of all Europe, menaced by 
the riſing greatneſs of 4h ambitious prince; and he 


liftened with a mixture of admiration and pity to 
the gallantry of the unfortunate Francis. He ſe- 


, cretly allured Loui of his ſupport, and compelled 


her to promiſe that ſhe would not diſmember the 


kingdom, even to procure her ſon's liberty; but 


to the emperor | he held a different language; he 
reminded him that the hour was now come of ex- 
tinguiſhing the monarchy of France. He offered 


to invade Guienne with a powerful army; and he 
deminded that Francis ſhould be delivered to him, 
in conſequence of his claim to the crown of Fratice, 1 
and an article of the treaty of Bruges, by which 


each party was bound to ſurrender all uſurpers to 
him whoſe rights they. had invaded. Theſe ex- 
ttavagant propoſals were received by the emperor 
with the coldneſs that was expected; and his re- 
jecting them, afforded the king of England ſoon 
after a decent pretene ce for vidhdrawin 8 from his 


alliance. 


Meanwhile in eh the imperial genchelt we 
ſcarce lefs' embarraſſed than the foes they had vat 
quiſhed ; Milan was, indeed, entirely evacuated by 


| the French ; but Lannoy, for waht of Money, was 
_ obliged to diſtnifs the (greateſt part of his army. 
Ch les hicnſelf, inſtead of WE one great ef- 


fort 
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fort to penetrate into France, deſcended to the arts 
of intrigue and negociation. He ordered the 
count de Rouex to viſit his royal captive, and to 
| propole the following conditions as the price of Its 
| liberty. That he ſhould reſtore Burgundy to the 
emperor, from whoſe anceſtors it bad been wreſted; 
that he ſhould ſurrender Provence and Dauphine, 
| to form a kingdom for Bourbon; that he ſhould ' 
ſatisfy the claims of the king of England, and 
finally renounce all pretenſions io any territory in 
Italy. When Francis heard theſe rigorous propo- 
ſals, he was ſo tranſported with indignation, „ that, 
drawing his dagger haſtily, he exclaimed, ** *twere 
es better that a king ſhould die thus!“ Alafcon, 
| alarmed at his vehemence, laid hold on his hand; 
but though he ſoon recovered greater compoſure, 
he ſtill declared in the moſt ſolemn manner, that 
he would rather remain a priſoner through life, 
than purchaſe liberty by ſuch i ee concel+ 
lions. 

But Lan noy, 8 of conveying 5 captive 
ſafe into Spain, flattered Francis. with the hope 
that a perſonal interview with the. emperor would 
haſten his deliverance on more equitable terms; 
and the French king, eager on a ſcheme which 
ſeemed to open ſome proſpect of liberty, fur- 


niſhed the gallies neceſſary for the voyage; ; and 


colpmanded his admural Doria to {1 uffer them to 
H 2 paſs 
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paſs without oppoſition. Bourbon and Peſcara 
were deceived by the pretence, that Lannoy meant 
to tranſport 'his priſoner to the caſtle of Naples; 

and the latter officer, embarking with the king at 

Portofiero, landed in a few days at Barcelona; 
Francis was thence conveyed to Madrid, and 
lodged in the Alcazar under wok care of the 82 
lant Alarcon. FA | 

But inſtead of the interview with which he had 

been flattered, the king of France found himſelf 
in a ſolitary priſon, and Saucen with unremit- 
ting attention ; the only recreation that was per- 
mitted him, was to take the air on a mule, ſur- 
rounded by ſoldiers. The continuance of this 
harſh treatment for ſix months threw him into a 
fever; and the emperor, terrified left death might 
deprive him of the advantages which he expected 
to derive from his releaſe, condeſcended to make 
him a conſolatory viſit, and to animate him with 
the hopes of ſpeedy freedom. Theſe fallacious 

expectations vaniſhed with the king's return of 
health ; and Francis, i in deſpair, entruſted to his 
ſiſter, the duches of Alencon, a deed, by which he 
reſigned his kingdom to the dauphin. 

1 The dread of ſuch a meaſure, and 
| the confederacy which he beheld form- 
ing againſt him, at length influenced the em- 


1 5 1 to treat with him. The death of 
the 
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My 


«a marquis of Peſcara, already had allowed 


Charles to ſatisfy the claims of Bourbon, by ap- 


pointing him to the command in Italy, together 


with the duchy of Milan, forfeited by Sforzn; 
and the ſubſequent treaty ſubſcribed at Madrid re- 

ſtored liberty to Francis. In reſpect to the prin- 
cipal article which regarded Burgundy, the French 
king engaged to reſtore that country to the em- 


peror in full ſovereignty; and Charles conſented 


that this reſtitution ſnould not be made, until the 
king was ſet at liberty; in order to ſecure the per- 
formance of this, as well as the other conditions, 
Francis agreed that at the ſame inſtant he himſelf 
was releaſed, he would deliver, as hoſtages, his 
eldeſt ſon the dauphin, his ſecond ſon the duke of 


Orleans, or in lieu of the latter, twelve of his 
principal nobility to be named by the emperor. By 


the other articles, the king of France renounced 


all pretenſions in Italy; diſclaimed any title to the 
ſorereignty of Flanders and Artois; promiſed full 


reparation for the damages ſuſtained by Bourbon, 


er his adherents ; and —— to uſe his intereſt 


with Henry d' Albret to abandon his claim on 
Navarre. In corroboration of this union, Francis 


was to marry the emperor's ſiſter, the queen dow- 


ager of Portugal; and to cauſe all the articles of 


this treaty to be ratified by the ſlates, and regiſ- 
_ tered. * the parliaments of his kingdom ; that 
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upon the emperor” 8 receiving this ratification, the 
hoſtages ſhould be ſet at liberty; bur in their place 
the duke of Angouleſme, the king's third fon, 
ſhould be delivered to Charles to be edutated-at the 
imperial court; and that if Francis did not fulfil 
the ſtipulations within the time limited, he ſhould 
engage, upon his honour and oath, to return into 
Spain, and to ſurrender himſelf again a ſongs to 
the emperor. 

Such was the tenor of the cdebrated cake of 
Madrid, ; by which the emperor flattered himſelf 
that he had effeQually diſurmed his rival; but his 


miniſters had already repreſented how improbable 


it was that Ftancis would execute articles, which he 
kad ſubſcribed with fo much reluctance ; and the 
French monarch, while yet at Madrid, aſſembled 


| the few counſellors that he could confide in; and 


after exacting from them a ſolemn oath of ſecrecy, 


he formally proteſted that his conſent to the treaty 


ſhould be conſidered as an nur deed, and be 
deemed null and void. | 

Yet both monarchs, amidſt vin nal fulpi- 
clons, maintained the appearance of cordiality ; 
the ceremonies of the marriage between Francis 


and the queen of Portugal were performed; but 
Charles would not petmit the conſummation, until 
the return of the ratification from France. As 


ſoon as that arrived, Francis was conducted to 


HISTORY oF FRANCE. : OY 


the river Bidaſſoa, near F ontarabia.. On the oppo- 
ſite bank were the dauphin Francis, and his bro- 
ther Henry duke of Orleans, who were to be deli- 
vered up as hoſtages for the due execution of the 
treaty. The exchange was immediately made 
Francis, after a ſhort embrace to his children, 
| leaped into the boat provided, and reached the 
French ſhore; he mounted that inſtant a. Turkiſh 
horſe, waved his hand over his head, and with a 
joyful voice, crying. aloud ſeveral times, I am 
yet a King,” galloped full ſpeed to Saint H. 
de Luz, and from thence to Bayonne. 
The firſt care of the French king, on bis return 
to his dominions, was to acknowledge his gratitude 
to Henry of England; his next to diſavow that 
article by which Burgundy was to be ceded. i 
the preſence of Lannoy and Alarcon, the ambaſſh- 
dors of Charles, the deputies from that duchy re- 
preſented that no king could alienate their country 
from the crown ; and Francis, affecting to be.con- 
vinced by their arguments, offered, in lieu of 
Burgundy; to pay the emperor two millions of 
crowns. This propoſal was rejected; and Francis 
prepared to extort the acquieſcence of bis rival by 
arms. 
He had already ſilently negociated a = 
deracy, which promiſed'to ſet bounds to the am- 


bition of the * The pope, tho Venetians, 
HA and 
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and the duke of Milan, alarmed at the, - progreſs 
of Charles, had readily acceded to it. The king 
of England was declared protector of this league, 
which was dignified by the name of Holy, and 
Clement, by the plenitude of his papal power, 
abſolved his new ally, Francis, from the oath 
which he had taken to obſerve the treaty of 


1 
4 eee But Sforza ks of Man was al- 
| ready beſieged in the caſtle of his ca- 
pital; and before the duke d. Urbino, the general 
of the confederates, could advance to his relief, 
he was compelled to ſurrender to the arms of 
Bourbon, who was left in full poſſeſſion of the 
duchy, the inyeſtiture of which the emperor bad 
promiſed to grant him; but the Milaneſe was 
exhauſted by the inceſſant wars to which it had 
been ſubject; and Bourbon, to ſatisfy the mur- 
murs of his diſcontented ſoldiers, took the daring 
reſolution of marching to Rome. The greatneſs 
of his abilities was diſplayed in the execution of 
this deſign ; in the depth of winter be began his 
march with an army of twenty-five thouſand men, 
without money, without magazines, and with- 
out artillery; in the face of a ſuperior enemy, 
he traverſed mountains and rivers, and braved 
the inclemency of the ſeaſon. He at length en- 
camped under the walls of the devoted city; 
but 
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but in the moment of victory he fell by a random 
ſhot, and expired with the courage which had 
characterized his life; yet his viRorious army, 
the command of which devolved on Philibert, 
prince of Orange, entered and pillaged the an- 
cient miſtreſs of the world. Clement, who had 
retired to the caſtle of St. Angelo, was forced 
to capitulate, and remained a priſoner in the 
hands of the emperor; Rome itſelf, abandoned 


to the rapacity and violence of the conquerors, 


became a cheatre of carnage and univerſal deſo- 
lation. Op | 
” The enterprize of Bourbon againſt Kobe 


drained the Milaneſe of the imperial forces, and 


left it expoſed to the arms of France. Francis, 
who had hitherto ſuffered his allies to act alone, 
and patiently waited the effect of negociation, - 
now aſſembled a powerful army, and appointed 


to the command of it the mareſchal Lautrec. 
All Europe had heard with aſtoniſhment and hor- 


ror the cruel treatment 'of the ſucceſſor of Sr. 
Peter by a chriſtian emperor. The Italian ſtates 
received Lautrec with open arms; he inſtantly | 
occupied Alexandria, and reduced all the coun- 
try on that fide of the Teſino. Pavia was taken 
by affault, and the whole Milaneſe muſt have been 
reſtored to the dominion of France, had not Lau- 
trec been fearful of exciting the jealouſy of the 

con- 
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confederates. He therefore directed his march 
towards Rome, by the terror of his approach ob- 


rained the liberty of Clement the Seventh, and 
pointed t towards N * the ſubſequent operations 
of war. 


Animated by the rapid progreſs of the confe- 


deracy, Francis and Henry by their heralds for- 


mally denounced war againſt Charles. The defi- 
ance of the latter the emperor received with a de- 
cent firmneſs; but he vented his indignation 


againſt the former by every opprobrious expreſ- 


ſion; and declared he conſidered him as a 


ſtranger to the honour and integrity becoming a 
gentleman. To this inſult Francis returned the he 


in form, and challenged his rival to ſingle combat; 


Charles readily accepted the challenge; the diffi- 
culties reſpecting the order of combat prevented 


them from actually meeting; but the example of 


two ſuch illuſtrious perſonages had a conſiderable 
influence on the manners of Europe, and ſanc- 
tioned the practice of duels in me 1 perſonal 
quarrels, a 
Meantime Lautrec, with unwearied 
activity, purſued the imperial gene- 
rals, who with the remnant of their licentious 
army had evacuated Rome. Naples on his ap- 
proach had thrown off the yoke of Charles, and 


only _ and the capital remained i in the hands 
of 


A.D. 1528, 
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of the Spanjards ; Andrew Doria, a citizen of Ge- 
noa, the ableſt ſeaman of his age, and the ad- 
miral of Francis, had triumphed over the ſupe- 
rior fleet of the emperor ; and every thing ſeemed 
to promiſe Lautrec a certain and ſpeedy con- 
queſt. | 
But this flattering g proſpect was ſoon blaſted by 
the imprudence of Francis himſelf; he had neg- 
lected to make the proper remittances for the 
ſupport of the Italian army : and he was prevailed 
on, by the fatal counſels of his minifters, to dif- 
guſt his admiral Doria; that officer, though in 
the ſervice of France, maintained the ſpirit of 
independence natural to a republic, and often 
preferred his complaints with freedom and bold- 
neſs. He was peculiarly animated with a patrio- 
tic zeal for the honour and intereſt of his coun- 
try ; and he oppoſed with menaces the deſign of 
the French to reſtore the harbour of Savona, an 
| adjacent town which the Genoefe had long re- 
garded with jealouſy. Francis, irritated by his 
contemptuous expreſſions, commanded him to be 
_ inſtantly arreſted ; Doria, apprized of his dan- 
ger, retired with his gallies to a place of ſafety ; 
entered into a negocution with the emperor, who 
granted him whatever terms he required ; and 
failed back to Naples, not to block up the har- 
| bour 
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| bour of that city, but to afford it proceRion a and 
deliverance. 


By the arrival of Doria, the communication F 
with the ſea was opened, and plenty reſtored to 
Naples; the French in their turn began to ſuffer 
from the want of proviſions ;. they were inceſ- 
fantly haraſſed by the Imperialiſts commanded by 


the prince of Orange. The ravages of famine 


were ſucceeded by thoſe of peſtilence; and the 
unfortunate Lautrec, after long ſtruggling with 


the difficulties of his ſituation, expired the victim 


of diſeaſe and diſappointment. On his death 
the command devolved on the marquis of Sa- 
luzzo, an officer unequal to the truſt; with the 
remnant of the troops he effected a diſorderly re- 
treat to A verſa, where he was ſoon compelled to 
capitulate by the prince of Orange; Naples was 


5 again evacuated by the French; and the emperor 


once more acquired the ſuperiority in Italy. 
The loſs of Genoa followed the ruin of the 


army in Naples. The French garriſon in that 


city was reduced by deſertion to an inconſiderable 
number; and Doria, impatient to deliver his 


country from the yoke of foreigners, ſailed into 


the harbour, and was received by the acclama- 


tions of his fellow- citizens; the French for a 
moment ſuf] wn their fate by retiring into the 


N Citadel; 
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citadel ; but they were quickly obliged to ſurren- 
der; while Doria, inſtead of uſurping the ſove- 
reign power, reſtored the freedom of the republic, 
eſtabliſhed the government nearly the ſame as it 
ſubſiſts to this day, and has obtained from the gra- 
titude of poſterity, the honourable appellations of 
Tak FarureR or His CounTRY, AND THE 
ResTORER OF ITS Livzrty. 

In the Milaneſe the French were wh 45 
feated by Antonio de Leyva, already renowned 
for his defence of Pavia; and Francis, diſcou- 
raged and exhauſted by ſo many unſucceſsful en- 
terpriſes, began ſeriouſly to think of peace. The 
emperor alſo, alarmed at the progreſs of the 
Turkiſh arms, embarraſſed by the growth of Lu- 
theraniſm in Germany, and the murmurs of his 
ſubjects in Spain, liſtened to his propoſals. - The 
negociation was conducted by Margaret of Auſ- 
tria, the emperor's aunt, and Louiſa the mother 
of Francis, and from the place where it was con- 
cluded obtained the name of the peace of Cam- 
bray ; the terms were injurious, and even igno- 
minious to France; her monarch, impatient to 
reſcue his ſons from captivity, ſacrificed every 
object for which he had commenced the war. 
Charles for the preſent indeed was not to demand 
the reſtitution of Burgundy, but to reſerve his 
pretenſions in full force; Francis, for the ran- 
| ſom 
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bour of that city, but 0 afford it proton and 
"deliverance. | W 

By the arrival of Date che communication / 
with the ſea was opened, and plenty reſtored to 
Naples; the French in their turn began to ſuffer 
from the want of proviſions ; they were inceſ- 
fantly haraſſed by the Imperialiſts commanded by 
the prince of Orange. The ravages of famine 

were ſucceeded by thoſe of peſtilence ; and the 
unfortunate Lautrec, after long ſtruggling with 
the difficulties of his ſituation, expired the victim 
of diſeaſe and diſappeintment. On. his death 
the command devolved on the marquis of Sa- 
luzzo, an officer unequal to the truſt; with the 
remnant of the troons he. effected a diſorderly re- 
treat to Averſa, where he was ſoon compelled to 
capitulate by the prince of Orange; Naples was 
again evacuated by the French; and the emperor _ 
ence more acquired the ſuperiority in Italy. 

The loſs of Genoa' followed the ruin of the 
army in Naples. The French garriſon in that 
eity was reduced by deſertion to an inconſiderable 
number; and Doria, impatient to deliver his 
country from the yoke of foreigners, ſailed into 
the harbour, and was received by the acclama- 
tions of his fellow- citizens; the French for a 

moment fu) pended their fate by retiring into the 

N . | Citadel; 
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citadel ; but they were quickly obliged to ſurren- - 
der; while Doria, inſtead of uſurping the ſove- 
reign power, reſtored the freedom of the republic, 
eſtabliſhed the government nearly the ſame as it 
ſubſiſts to this day, and has obtained from the gra- 
titude of poſterity, the honourable appellations on 
Tus FArHER oF His CounTrRY, AND THE 
ResrToRER or ITS LIBERTY. N 

In the Milaneſe the French were totally de- 
feated by Antonio de Leyva, already renowned 
for his defence of Pavia; and Francis, diſcou- 
raged and exhauſted by ſo many unſucceſsful en- 
terpriſes, began ſeriouſly to think of peace. The 
emperor alſo, alarmed at the progreſs of the 
Turkiſh arms, embarraſſed by the growth of Lu- 
theraniſm in Germany, and the murmurs of his 
ſabje&s in Spain, liſtened to his propoſals. . The 
negociation was conducted by Margaret of Auſ- 


tria, the emperor's aunt, and Louiſa the mother 


of Francis, and from the place where it was con- 
cluded obtained the name of the peace of Cam- 
bray ; the terms were injurious, and even igno- 
minious to France; her monarch, impatient to 
reſcue his ſons from captivity, ſacrificed every 
object for which he had commenced the war. 
Charles for the preſent indeed was not to demand 
the reſtitution of Burgundy, but to reſerve his 
pretenſions in full force; Francis, for the ran- 


ſom 
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ſom of his ſons, agreed-to pay him two millions 
of crowns, and to reſtore ſuch towns as he ſtill 
held in the Milaneſe ; he renounced his claim to 
: Naples, Milan, Genoa, and every other place 
beyond the Alps; he reſigned the ſovereignty of 


Flanders and Artois; and conſented immediately | 


to conſummate. his marriage with Eleanora, the 
emperor's ſiſter. _ ; 
Such were the conditions by which Francis 
procured liberty to his ſons; but he fatally 
wounded his reputation by abandoning his allies 
the Venetians, the Florentines, and the duke of 
Ferrara to the mercy of the emperor. Clement 
the Seventh had indeed previouſly. concluded a 


ſeparate treaty ; and the king of England, eager 'to 


obtain from the pope a divarce from Catharine his 


queen not only conſented to the peace of Cam- 
bray, but made Francis a preſent of a large ſum 
towards the payment of the ranſom of his ſons. 
After the bloody labours of nine . D. 3629. 
ſucceſſive and deſtructive campaigns, 12334. 
Francis at length taſted the bleſſings of peace. 
The death of his mother Louiſa delivered him 
from a counſellor, whoſe paſſions had frequently 
endangered, whoſe wiſdom and magnanimity had 
contributed to protect his kingdom; but that 
prince, accuſtomed to female influence, while 
he neg] ected his new conſort, had ſurrendered 
himſelf 


HISTORY OF FRANCE. u 
himſelf to the charms of maderhwiſelle de Heil- 
| ty, ducheſs d'Eſtampes. His court during this 
interval of tranquillity was diſtinguiſhed by its 
ſuperior ſplendour and luxury, by the patronage 
of letters, and the protection of the liberal arts. 
But amidſt diverſions and entertainments the cares 


of den were ſtill attended to; by a dex- 


terous application he prevailed on the ſtates of 
| Brittany to abandon their claim of a free and ſe- 
parate principality, and to annex that province 
for ever to the Crown of France. He aſſiduouſſy 
cultivated the friendſhip of the king of Eng- 
land, ahd a ſecond interview between the two 
monarchs, at a village equally diſtant from Ca- 
lais and Boulogne, diſplayed every mark of mu- 
. tual confidence. Yet incapable of abandoning 
his hopes of the Milaneſe, he folicited a con- 
ference with pope Clement the Seventh; at Mar- 
ſeilles he embraced the holy father; and to en- 
gage him more ftrenuouſly in his views on Italy, 
be demanded and obtained the hand of the cele- 
brated Catharine of Medicis, the niece of Cle- 


ment for his ſecond fon Henry; the nuptiaks 


were celebrated with uncommon magnificence ; 
| bat the death of Clement himſelf, only eleven 


months afterwards, diſſipated the expectations _- 


which the king had fondly formed from this al- 


| bance. 
Five : 
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4. b. Pive years of peace had contributed 
e to heal the wounds of war; and Fran- 


cis, indignant of the humiliating conditions of 
the treaty of Cambray, ſeized the opportunity, of 
his rival's abſence, then acquiring. laurels, and 


breaking the .chains of the chriſtian captives in 


Africa, to renew his i intrigues in Italy. The exe- 


cution of Marveille, his agent at Milan, whom 
Sforza cauſed to be privately put to death, af- 


forded him a pretence for public hoſtilities ; and 


the duke of Savoy, by refuſing permiſſion to the 


French troops to paſs through. Piedmont, drew 


upon himſelf the immediate fury of the tempeſt. 
The troops of France commanded by the ad- 


maine Brion, ſwept the dominions of Savoy; and 
amidſt the ſtorm, the province of Piedmont alone 
maintained its allegiance to the duke, Farnciſco 
Sforza expired with terror at the approach of an 
enemy by whom he had been twice expelled ; 
and Francis again flattered himfelf with the vain 


hope of acquiring the aſcendency in Italy. But 
this proſpect was blaſted by che peculiar circum- | 
ſtances of his allies, and by his own. impru- 


dence. Paul, who had ſucceeded Clement in the 


apoſtolical chain ſeemed determined to maintain 
a firm neutrality ; and the king of England, who 
had juſt thrown off the papal ſupremacy, refuſed 
his aſſiſtance, unleſs F rancis would imitate his 

| example, 
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example. Two other alliances naturally preſented 
themſelves ; the firſt with Sultan Solyman, en- 
raged at the emperor s African expedition ; the 
ſecond with the princes of Germany, who had 
embraced the tenets of Luther, a native of Eiſle- 
ben in Saxony; that wonderful man, of vigorous 
_ underſtanding and undaunted diſpoſition, had 

rouſed the greater part of Germany to deſpiſe 

the fallacious promiſes, and to reſiſt the opprel- _ 
fions of the court of Rome. His doctrines recom- 


mended by truth and novelty, were eagerly 1 -- - 


braced ; the princes of Germany who had ac- 
ceded to his opinions, Jealous of the deſigns. of 
Charles, had formed themſelves into a confede- 
racy to defend their religious freedom, and had 
litened with pleaſure to the propoſals of Francis. 
But that monarch, by one fatal and inconſiſtent. | 
ſtep, deſtroyed the fruits of his ſilent labours ; 

fearful of awaking the indignation of the Roman 


pontiff, and the prejudices of an age ſcarce emerg- 


ing from fuperſtition, by his negociations with 
avowed hereticks, and the open enemies of his re- 
ligion, he ſeized the firſt opportunity of demon- 
ſtrating his unſhaken confidence in the doctrines 
of the eſtabliſhed church; fix of his ſubjects who 
had imbibed the proteſtant opinions, were pub- 
licly burnt; the king himſelf was preſent at their 
execution, and declared with that vehemence | 

You. Ih LY Which 
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which ever diſtinguiſhed him, that if one of his 
hands was infected with hereſy, he would cut 
it off with the other; and would not ſpare even 


his own children if found guilty of that crime. 


A meaſure ſo inhuman for ever ſullied the be- 


Higniry of his general character; and the princes 


of the league of Smalkalde, filled with reſent- 
ment and indignation at the fate of their brethren, 
renounced: with horror and dn . men | 


of Francis, WT, 
Yet had that = HEY 0 — 


"ua D. Dy 536. ſelf of the favourable moment, he 


might have ill triumphed over his adverſary. 
The emperor unprepared, was. incapable of re- 
ſiſting the torrent, or affording the ſmalleſt ſuc- 
cour to the duke of Savoy. But Francis per- 
mitted himſelf to be duped by che artifices of 


his rival. Inſtead of ordering his army to ad- 


vance towards Milan, he ſuffered himſelf to be 
amuſed with ſpecious profeſfions. Charles had 
indeed ſeized that duchy, on. the death of Sforza 
as a vacant fief of. the empire; but while he 


ſeemed only ſolicitous to admit the claim of 


Francis, in ſuch a form as might not diſturb 
the peace of Europe, or overturn the balance 
of power in Italy, his Preparations for war were 
carried on with ſecrecy and vigour 51 be at length 
RAS 2 the maſk; declared bis ſentiments in 
| r dhe 
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cke moſt explicit manner, and in the preſence of 
the pope and cardinals reviled the king of France 
in the moſt violent and indecent terms. 

With an army of forty thouſand infantry, ans 
ten thouſand cavalry, Charles entered Piedmont ; 
the forces of France retired before him, and 
the treachery of the marquis de Saluces, who 
commanded them, facilitated the progreſs 'of the 
emperor. That nobleman, by a ſuperſtitious faith 
in aſtrology, and a belief that the fatal period of 
the French nation was at hand, was'induced to de- 
ſert the cauſe of his ſovereign and benefactor. But 
Montpezat, the governor of Foſſano, by his cou- 
rage and conduct delayed before that inconſiderable 
place the imperial army above a month, and al- 
lowed his royal maſter time to prepare * 5 de- 
fence of his kingdom. 

Francis had early penetrated into mne defign of 
his rival, not to confine his operations to the reto. 
very of Piedmont and Savoy, but to puth forward 
into the ſouthern provinces of France, He him- 
ſelf was determined to remain on the defenſive ; 
without hazarding à battle, to throw) garriſons 
into the towns of the greateſt ſtrength3 and to 
deprive the enemy of ſubſiſtence by laying waſte 
the country before them, The execution of this 
1 he devolved on the mareſchal 285 neee 

. 724 '; TEREY'S 
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rency; a man haughty and ſevere; confident in 
his own abilities, and deſpiſing thoſe of other men; 
and in the proſecution of his ſchemes alike re- 
gardleſs of love and of pity. | e 
Charles, ſanguine and 8 2 Provence, 
but was {truck with aſtoniſhment at the face of de- 
ſolation which reigned over the whole country: . A 
few defenceleſs towns immediately ſubmitted to 
him; but the fields, deſtitute of cattle and grain, 
chilled the fire of the invaders ; Montmorency 
ſtrongly. encamped under the walls of Avignon, 
. defied his arms; and the cities of Marſeilles and 
Arles had been ſtrengthened: by new fortifications, 
- Againſt the former the aſſaults af the emperor were 
directed; for two months the inglorious ſiege was 
ed famine and diſeaſe inceſſantly preyed 
upon his troops; and he at length reluctant ij 
conſented to abandon the hopeleſs} enterpriſe, in 
which his braveſt officers had periſhed, and his 
army had been reduced to one half of their ori- 
ginal number. In his retreat terror and confu- 
ſion hung upon his rear, and he was only pre- 
ſerved from total deſtruction by the pertinacious 
caution of Montmorency, who declared that a 
bridge of _ —_— to be moe for a fying 
enemy. 
„On the 0 e ol ne bis attempts 
vere equally unſucceſsful ; a powerful army from 
. . the 
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the Low Countries entered Picardy, but was 


obliged to retire with diſgrace from the walls of 


Peronne; and Francis, by the prudence of his ow] 
meaſures, and the union and valour' of his ſub- 
jets, rendered abortive the formidable ſchemes 
of his rival. One (circumſtance alone embittered 
his ſucceſs; in the midſt of the campaign the 
dauphin had expired; a prince who extremely 
reſembled his father, and whoſe ſudden death 
was imputed to poiſon. His cup-bearer was 
ſeized on ſuſpicion, and openly accuſed the impe- 
nal generals Gonzaga and Leyva; but the moſt 
unprejudiced hiſtorians have rejected the evidence 
extorted by torture, and have aſcribed the pre- 


mature fate of the dauphin to his having drank 
took any of cold water, after ee n at 


tennis. 

The next year opened with a b 
as ſingular as it was unworthy the au- 
thor of it. The king of France ſummoned hs: 
emperor as his vaſſal for the counties of Artois 


A.D. 1537- $5 


and Flanders, to appear before the parliament of 


Paris; and on his refuſal declared thoſe fiefs for- 
feited by his contumacy and rebellion. As if to 
execute this ſentence, Francis marched towards 


the Low Countries, and poſſeſſed himſelf of ſe- 


veral towns. Theſe were ſoon retaken by the 


amd forces of the Flemings ; who, in their 


13 „%% oO. 


er Het OTE nn 


K 


us BISTORY. or FRANCE, | 
turn, . inveſted Terouanne. The daupbin, and 


Montmorency, on whom Francis had beſtowed the 


ſword of conſtable, advanced to relieve it; but 
when they were within a few. miles. of the. enemy, 
and a battle appeared unavoidable, they were ſtopt 
by the intelligence that a en, 1 m was 
agreed on. 


The e of FN 3 3 


A. D. 38. 
15 a have exceeded their reſources, and 


their coffers, were exhauſted by their frequent and 


bloody wars. A truce. in the Low Countries for 


ten months. had been extorted by their mutual ne- 
ceſlities, and was ſoon. after extended to Pied- 
mont; Charles dreaded: the formidable armaments 
of ſultan Solyman, with whom F rancis had con- 
tracted a cloſe alliance; nor was the latter monarch 
inſenfible to the infamy which accompanied his 


confederacy with: infidels againſt a chriſtian king. 
Fhough innumerable obſtacles oppoſed: a defini- 


tive treaty, each prince aſſected to liſten to the e- 
hortations of the Roman pontiff, and Paul at laſt | 


prevailed on them to ſuſpend their en, efforts 
by a truce for ten years, E 
During theſe tranſactions James the Fifth, king 
of Scotland, mindful of the ancient alliances 


between the two crowns, had fitted out a fleet 


and. army for the aſſiſtance of Francis; though 


contrary; winds retarded We: embarkation tall the 


hour 
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hos of danger was paſt, F. rancis rewarded his zeal 
with the hand of his daughter Magdalen, who ac- 
companied her huſband to Scotland, where ſhe ſoon 
breathed her laſt; and James ſtill deſirous of ce- 
menting his connections with France, ſhortly aſter 
eſpouſed Mary of Guiſe, widow of the duke of 
Longueville. 
A few days after Signing he treaty of Nice, 
the emperor, in his paſſage to Barcelona, was 
driven by contrary winds to the iſland of St. Mar- 
garet, on the coaſt of Provence. Francis, in- 
ſormed of the accident, invited him to take ſhel- 
ter in his dominions, and propoſed a perſonal in- 
terview at Aiguis-mortes. To this Charles con- 
ſented; and the two rivals, after twenty years 
open hoſtilities, vied with each other in expreſs . 
ſions of reſpect and friendſhip. After the depar - 
ture of the emperor, Francis, .relieved from the 
concerns of war, amuſed himſelf with a journey 
into, Dauphine, and gratified a liberal mind with 
exploring the ſecrets of. Nature, and patronizing 
the arts. 
Far different cares occupied his rival; 15 
che citizens of Ghent, animated by the 
remembrance of former freedom, and tenacious of 
their ancient privileges, had refuſed to contribute 
to the ſupport of the late war; and erecting the 


| ſtandard of rebellion, had offered by their n. 
1 4 dies 
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ties to acknowledge the ſovereignty. of the king 
of France; but that monarch, till flattering him- 
ſelf with the vain hope of obtaining the inveſti- 
ture of Milan from the juſtice of the emperor, re- 
jected the propoſals of the Flemings, and com- 
municated their ſchemes and intentions to his 
rival. Charles, though free from any danger on 
the fide of France, was alarmed at the revolt of a 


people, rich, turbulent, and obſtinate. The exi- 


gency, he was ſenſible, demanded his immediate 
preſence, but his dignity allowed him not to paſs 
through Germany without a train of attendants 
and troops that muſt neceſſarily have delayed 
him ; and the voyage by ſea was dangerous at that 
Advanced ſeaſon of the year. In- this dilemma, 

+ contrary to the opinions of his moſt experienced 


- counſellors, he refolved, as the ſhorteſt way, to 


demand a paſſage through. the dominions of his 
rival; to Francis, he at the ſame time repreſented 
his inclinations: to ſettle the affair of the Milaneſe 


_ to his ſatisfaction ; but he entreated that he would 


not exact any new promiſe from him at this junc- 
ture, when it rather might ſeem to be extorted 
by neceſſity, than ts flow from friendſhip, or the 

love cf juſtice. The French king, open and ge- 
nerous in his diſpoſition, fell into the ſnare of his 
artful rival; he readily aſſented to all the emperor 
demanded; he offered his two ſons, the dauphin 
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and the duke of Orleans, as ſecurities for his per- 
ſon; and entertained him in his capital for fix 
days with. un mark of repoſt and royal N : 
fiene 
But Charles had no ſooner Wards his own ter- 
ritories, than the French ambaſſadors -demanded 
the reſtitution of the Milaneſe ; for ſeveral months 
the king of France was deluded by the ambiguous 
anſwers and ſpecious delays of his rival. The re- 
volted Flemings were at length completely hum- 
bled by their imperial maſter; and Charles relin- 
quiſhed the diſguiſe which was no longer neceflary 
to his intereſt; he peremptorily refuſed to give up 
a territory of ſuch value, and denied that he had 
ever made any promiſe which could bind him to 
an action ſo weak and imprudent. 5 
Francis was filled with indignation A. D. 1540, 
when he found himſelf thus egregiouſy 1547. 
deceived ; ; the creduloùs ſimplicity. with which he 
| had truſted his rival, expoſed him to the ridicule 
of Europe. He ſuſpected the treachery of his 
own ſervants ; and the perſons in the firſt depart- * 
ments of ſtate were inſtantly diſgraced. Mont 
morency the conſtable, Brion the admiral, and 
Poyet the chancellor, were the immediate victims 
of his diſpleaſure. He filled every court in Eu- 
rope with his negociations; but Henry of Eng · 
land 11 lately beheld with ſuſpicion his frequent 
inter- 
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interviews with the emperor, and his alliance with 


the king of Stotland; the pope ſtill maintained 
an impartial neutrality ; and ſultan Solyman alone 
embraced his proffered alliance, and declared him- 


| ſelf ready to avenge- his wrongs. - Two of the 


agents of Francis, as they returned from the Otto- 


man Porte, were aſſaſſinated at the inſtigation of 


the marquis del Guaſto, governor of the Mila- 


neſe. The French monarch loudly accuſed this 


foul violation of the. laws of nations, and de- 
manded the , puniſhment of the atrocious contriver 
af the guilty deed : his demands were eluded ; 


and he gladly embraced the opportunity of ex- 


torting by arms that juſtice which he n . 


in negociation. 


pleaſures, precluded Francis from head- 


ing his forces in perſon, but did not impede the 


vigour of his preparations. His rival was ſcarce 


returned from a ſecond and unſucceſsful expedi- 


tion to Africa, before the French monarch invaded 


his dominions with five formidable armies. Spain, 
Luxembourg, Brabant, Flanders, and Piedmont, 


were the objects of their operations. In the two 
former countries, the dauphin and the duke of 


Orleans opened the campaign about the ſame 


time. The firſt laid ſiege to Perpignan, the ca- 


pital an! RooMlon ; the a entered Luxem- 


2 1 bourg, 


— 


A diſcaſe, Pa effect of his Ser 
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bourg; and reduced tlie greateſt part of the 
duchy ; but on a report that the emperor was ad- 
vancing to the relief of Perpignan, the duke of 
Orleans imprudently abandoned his conqueſts, and 
haſtened to join the army of the dauphin. Charles, 
bowever anxious he might be for the fate of that 
city, determined not to hazard a deciſive engage · 
ment; but committed the defence of it to the 
perſevering valour of the duke of Alva. The 
French, after a liege of three months, waſted by 
diſeaſes, and repulſed in ſeveral attacks, abandoned 
the undertaking, and retired into their own coun- 
try ; their attempts in Brabant, F landers, and Pied- 
mont, were equally unſucceſsful ;* and the mighty 
preparations of F rancts \ were expended i in incffec- 

tual enterpriſes. | | 

The revolted Aenne of Raben 

were, however, reduced by the arms, 1 
and pardoned by the inclemency, of their fove- 
reign; but the ſatisfaction which Francis derived 
from this event, was loſt in his public rupture 

with the king of England. The French monarch, 
on his fide, poſſeſſed himſelf of Luxembourg, 
and, in conjunction with ſultan Solyman, laid 
ſiege to Nice; but this enterpriſe proved as un- 
ſucceſsful as his alliance with the Infidels was 
eſteemed neee and che reſt of the cam- 
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paign was conſumed: by all parties in a feeble i | 
deſultory war. | 


The next opened with more vigour ; 1 


A. D. 6 44. 
? -the young count d'Enguien, who re- 


vived che memory of Gaſton de Foix, penetrated ; 


into Piedmont, and defeated in the-battle of Ceri- 
zoles the imperial general the marquis del Guaſto ; 
but his troops were recalled from the purſuit of this 
victory to oppoſe a more formidable enemy. 
Charles and Henry had entered Picardy with two 


_ prodigious armies ; had they joined their forces, 
and rapidly advanced, Paris muſt have again ac- 
| knowledged the dominion of a foreign maſter ; 


but the former obſtinately perſevered in the ſiege 
of St. Diſier, and the latter refuſed to abandon his 


attempt on Boulogne. Francis, ſtill oppreſſed by 
his diſorder, committed his army to the command 


of the dauphin. St. Difier was at laſt betrayed to 


the emperor by an artifice; but the beſt of his 
troops had periſhed in the fiege ; he, however, en- 


tered Champagne, poſſeſſed himſelf of Eſpernay 
and Chateau-Thierri, the latter of thoſe not above 


two days march from Paris, and ſtruck terror into 


the luxurious inhabitants of that proud city; but 
the dauphin at this critical moment threw himſelf 
between the forces of Charles and the capital, re- 
ſtored confidence to the Paviſians, and haraſſed by 
. ſcirmiſhes the imperial army. Charles, 

| ſtraitened 
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Aae for forage and proviſion, nds to 


terms of accommodation ; a definitive treaty was _ 


ſigned at Creſpy, by which Francis reſigned his 
acquiſitions in Savoy and Piedmont ; and the em- 
peror engaged, in the ſpace of two years, to beſtow 
on the duke of Orleans his daughter, or his niete, 
in marriage, with the * Cm, or the Mila- 
neſe, in dowry... 10 
Before the- 8 at Creſpy 
were concluded, the king of England 
had reduced Boulogne; and Francis, to recover 
that important place, advanced with his younger 
ſon, the duke of Orleans, to the abbey of Foret- 
Mouſtier, between Abbeville and Montreuil. He 
vas here doomed to experience a new affliction by 
the death of that-prince, who expired of a peſtilen- 
tial fever; and Charles immediately declared that 
by this accident he held himſelf acquitted from all 
his agreements relative to the Milaneſe. 9 , _ 
I be loſs of the duke of Orleans was A. D. 2; ab; 

followed by that of the count d' En- 1547. 
guien, who had acquired an immortal reputation 
by the victory of Cerizoles; and the death of both 
| theſe princes impreſſed Francis with a grief, which 
even an advantageous peace with England could 
not mitigate. Though at length finally delivered 
from the cares of war which had afflifted the 


greateſt part of his reign, the remaining hours of 
5 his 
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his life were embittered by domeſtic contention. 
The enmity and intrigues of his on miſtreſs, the 
ducheſs d'Eſtampes, and of Diana de Poitiers, 
miſtreſs to the -dauphin; divided the court into 
open and implacable factions; the death of Henry 
of England, deeply wounded Francis, who had 
long known and perſonally loved that monarch; 
his own diſorder continually preyed upon him; he 
wandered from one palace to another, languid and 
deprefled ; at length at Rambouillet, with exem- 
platy compoſure, he cloſed, in the fifty-third year 
of his age, a reign of thirty-two. years, diſtin- 
guiſhed by its length, its ſplendour, and its viciſſi- 
tudes of fortune. The magnificence which ac- | 
companied him through life, deſerted him not in 
death; his funeral obſequies were performed with 
unuſual pomp; and the proclamation which an- 
nounced his death, diſplayed his character; © a 
& prince mild in peace, and victorious in war; the 
. en and refforer of ani e. add: the liberal 
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| pluny THE SECOND SUCCEEDS" TO THE THRONE 
| —CHARACTER OF HIS "MISTRESS DIANA DE 
' POITIERS—DUEL or Axa AND LE CHA- 
© TAIGNERAIE —MARY, THE INFANT QUEEN 
oF SCOTLAND, IS 'SENT To: FRANCE —WAR 
BETWEEN HENRY AND THE EMPEROR—SIEGE 
OF METZ —A TRUCE CONCLUDED — ABDICA- 
TION of THE EMPEROR —WAR RENEWED — 
ITALIAN. EXPEDITION — BATTLE or SAINT 
QUINTIN—CALA1S RECOVERED —BATTLE OF. 

GRAVELINES—PEACE SIGNED —PERSECUTION 
pf THE PROTESTANTS —DEATH or ' HENRY, | 


+ > 


2 4 w 7 * 


FR RANCE had ſeverely ſuffered 5 A. v. 1545. 
the liberal ſpirit and magnificence of her late mo- 
narch, and ſhe was now doomed to lament his pre- 
mature fate from the prodigality of her new ſove- 
feign; when Henry the Second aſcended the throne 
of his late father, he was in the cwenty- eighth 
"obs year 
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year of his age, poſſeſſed of the full vigour of 
body and of mind; handſome in his perſon; ac- 
compliſhed in the martial exerciſes of the age; 
courteous, open, and beneficent. But he neither 
diſplayed the capacity or diſcernment which diſtin- 
guiſhed Francis; and naturally tractable and yield- 
ing to others, he was formed to be under the 1 
ance of favourites. 

The dying injunctions if his father had pd 
him never to recall, the conſtable Montmorency, 
and to repreſs the dangerous ambition of che houſe 
of Guiſe ; but the former was loaded with honours, 
and the latter entruſted. with .the confidence of 
Henry; while only duke of Orleans, the king, at 
the early age of thirteen, had eſpouſed Catherine 
of Medicis ; that, princeſs had a few years ſince 
brought him a ſon, who was named Francis ; but 
thoſe ſeducing arts, for which ſhe was afterwards 
ſo eminent, ſeem not to bave affected the mind 
of her huſband, who profeſſed himſelf the. wil- 
| ling flave of Diana de e ducheſs de Valen- 
tinois. 

This msd woman, who ruled with 5 
ſolute ſway over her lover, had with undiminiſhed 
beauty reached the autumn of life, and dt the 
age of forty-eight, beheld a great and youthful | 
monarch ſighing at her feet. Her fatber, John 


de Poitiers, ſeigneur de St. Vallier, had been de- 


5 : _ 
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graded from the rank of nobility, and his eſtates 
confiſcated, as an accomplice in the revolt of Bours 

bon. She herſelf, in the laſt year of Louis the 

Twelfth's reign, had married Breze, count de Mau- 

levtier, by whom ſhe had two daughters then alive. 

Before Henry had completed his eighteenth year, 

her aſcendancy over him was eſtabliſhed ; a warm 

friend, but an implacable enemy; fond of power, 
but yet more ſo of flattery ; of high and magnani- 
mous ſpirit, ſne impelled her * lover to a | 
of vigour and firmneſs. ' | | 
Francis de Vivonne la Charaigneraie, had i im- 
peached the fidelity of her rival, the ducheſs d'Eſ(- 
tampes, and accuſed her during the late king's 
illneſs of an amorous commerce with Guy Chabot. 

ſeigneur de Jarnac. The latter.denied the a 5 

and Henry, with his court, was preſent at the duel 

which was fought in the forms of chivalry, at St. 

Germain en Laye. La Chataigneraie was the fa- 

vourite of the king, in the vigour of his age, and 

celebrated for his addreſs in martial exerciſes; 

Jarnac was far advanced into the vale of years, 

and a fever had diminiſhed" even his uſual ſtrength 

and activity; yet the former was thrown from his 
horſe, and wounded in the thigh. Indignant at 
the triumph of his adverſary, he tore the dreſſings 
from his wound, and ſoon afterwards' expired: 

Ly ns 8 Henry 
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Henry himſelf was ſo deeply affected by this unex- 
pected cataſtrophe, that he made a ſolemn vow 
never to ſuffer another combar of the king on _ 
pretence whatſoever. 
4.5. 1548. James the Fifth, a 
had expired, and leſt his crown to his 
infant and only daughter Mary; the miniſters of 
England endeavoured by arms to extort the hand 
of that princeſs for their youthful monarch Edward 
the Sixth. To the ſupport of his ancient allies, the 
king of France detached fix thouſand men; the 
Scotch, grateful for theſe ſuccours, and inflamed 
with hereditary hatred to the Engliſh, entruſted 
their queen to the French admiral Villegaignon, 
who landed her ſafely at Breſt, whence ſhe was 
conducted to Paris, and ſoon afterwards betrothed 
to the dauphin. „ N 
AD 5 Henry himſelf was at this time par- 
. ticularly engaged with a dangerous 
ſedition which broke out in Guienne; to repreſs 
_. the unbridled fury of the people, the conſtable 
Montmorency, and the duke of Guiſe, were com- 
miſſiontd to enter that province; the former 
marked his courſe with blood, and diſtinguiſhed 
bimſelf by exemplary ſeverity; the latter re- 
claimed the inſurgents by his conciliating ad- 
du, and lenient The popularity he 
5 e 
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acquired by his clemency laid the foundation of 
the future greatneſs of .his family, and fupported 
by the affections of the people, enabled it to vie 

with the power of the throne. Henry himſelf, 
though humane and generous, was titictured 
with the miſtaken piety and intemperate zeal of 
the age; and a number of proſelytes to the doc- 
trines af Calvin and Luther were publicly and 
folemnly burnt, by the command, and in the 
preſence, of a AG eb cruel __ in nod re- 
gion. | 
5 'The meovery of nadel was an, 
object of the higheſt importance 10 the _— 
intereſt and honour of France ; the Engliſh coun- 
cils were weak and divided; and the feuds which 
commonly diſtract a minority, raged with uncon- _ 
trolled violence. The minifters of Edward the © 
Sixth readily liſtened to the propoſals of Henry, 
who offered four hundred thouſand crowns fot the 
immediate reſtitution. of Boulogne. The ſum pro- 
paſed was accepted; and the peace which was ne- 
gociated -between the two kingdoms, was cxrended 
allo to Scotland. EEO 
Henry thus delivered from all 4 * D. TY 
of England, was at leiſure to employ | 560 
a chin beg ah the power of 
the emperor Charles, the conflant rival of his gran- 
—_—_ He had openly protefied * the treaty 


K 2 | of 
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of Creſpy, as injurious to the intereſt of the crown; 
and only calculated to aggrandize his younger bro- 
ther the duke of Orleans, who ſoon after expired. 
He now reſumed his hopes of Italian conqueſts; 
and that country was again menaced with indica- 
tions of approaching hoſtilities. Julius the Third, 
vd had ſucceeded Paul in the apoſtolical throne, 
and had taken up arms to diſpoſſeſs the grandſons 
of the late pontiff of the duchy of Parma: theſe 
claimed and obtained the protection of Henry; 
while the pope, ſenſible that he alone could not 
expect to reduce Octavid Farneſe, who was ſup- 
ported by the king of France, had inſtantly re- 
courſe to the emperor. Charles ordered Gonzaga 
to ſecond Julius with all his troops; Henry di- 
rected the mareſchal Briſſac to eater Piedmont, 
and l to ſuſtain the duke of Parma; in the name of 
their reſpective allies the French and Imperialiſts 
took the field, while their ſovereigns affected in- 
violably to maintain the peace of Creſpy ; the for- 
mer ravaged part of the eccleſiaſtical territories ; 
che latter penetrated to the gates of Parma; but 
they were obliged to e che 8 7 * that 
city with diſgrace. 

Henry ſoon laid aſe the * which he: bad 
| hitherto worn, and ated openly and avowedly 
againſt his rival. The league of Smalkalde, which. 
had been formed 28 the Feoteſtant princes 1 
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Germany in defence of their religious princi- ” 
ples, had been broken by the ſuperior vigou 
and ſagacity of the emperor; but his victory had 
inſpired him with preſumptuous confidence ; he 
had arbitrarily depoſed the elector of Saxony, im- 
priſoned the landgrave of Heſſe, and daringly 
| infringed the rights 'and conſtitutions of the Ger- 

manic body. Maurice duke of Saxony, couſin 
to the elector, and a Proteſtant prince himſelf, 
had, in the purſuit of his own intereſt, ſeconded 
the deſigns, and acquired the favour of Charles; 
but he was no ſooner inveſted with tlie ſpoils of 
his degraded kinſman, than he reſolved to ſecure 
them from the caprice of a maſter whom. he. 
dreaded, and more firmly to eſtabliſh a religion, 
the exerciſe of which he had contributed to re- 
ſtrain. In the execution of this enterpriſe, he 

formed and conducted an intricate plan of policy 
which deceived the moſt artful prince in Europe; 
and while he appeared the obſequious ſervant of 
imperial power, he inſinuated himſelf into the 
confidence, and attained an unqualified aſcendancy 
over the minds of thaſe whom he had lately af. 
flicted with all the calamities of war. He ſecretly: 
negociated a new confederacy of the Proteſtants, 
of which he was appointed the head; and he 
FO courted- the affiſtance of Henry to op- 
5 E b 
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A. D. 1858. 


. 


poſe the mee, which Charles laboured to 


eſtabliſh. 

| The viva of France dh hem 
of the confederates with men and 
money and at the moment that Maurice unfurled 
the ſtandard of civil and religious freedom, he 


: himfelf deluged Lorrain with his forces, ſeized 
the perſon of the young duke Charles, the nephew 


of the emperor, and planted the banners of France 
on the cities of Metz, Verdun, and Toulon; 


while, on the other fide, Charles, who had fo lately 


aſpired to the dominion of Eurape, with a feeble 
train, and under cover of the night, was com- 
pelled to evacuate Inſpruck, and haſtily fled be- 
fore the arms of Maurice and Villach, in Carin- 


_ thia, on the frontier of the Venetian . territories, , 


Surpriſed and abandoned, he ſigned a treaty at 
Paſſau, which. for ever ſecured the eccleſiaſtical 
and civil independence of the German princes; 
who, attentive alone to their own concerns, ſcarce 
ſeemed to remember how much they were indebted 
far their fucceſs/to Henry, and made a merit to 
their ſovereign of abandoning, ar ally to his re- 
ſentment. . 
— af „ 

ſome meaſure juſtified by the xapacity of the 
king of France. He had endeavoured to poſſeſs 
himſelf 1 an artifice of the city of Straſburgh, 

which 
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which commanded the navigation of the Rhine; 
but the powerful mediation of the princes of Ger- 
many and the Swiſs compelled him to deſiſt; and 
he was ſoon recalled to provide for the ſafety of 

his own. dominions. Charles prepared, with the 

forces which he had aſſembled to encounter the 
confederates, and to recover the three towns of 
which Henry had made himſelf maſter; with an 
army of ſixty thouſand men he directed his 
march along the banks of the Rhine, and in the 
month of October, contrary to the advice of his 
moſt experienced officers, he formed 50 4 of | 
Meta. 
The king of France had early penetrated into 
his intentions; he provided with alacrity and 
vigour for the defence of his new acquiſitions ; 
and nominated to the command of Meta, Francis 
of Lorrain, duke of Guiſe. That nobleman poſ- 
ſeſſed all the talents of courage, ſagacity, and pre- 
ſence of mind, which eminently fitted him for ſo 
important a truſt. Ambitious of fame by {j plendid 
and daring atchievements, he repaired with joy to 
the dangerous ſtation that was aſſigned him. He 
diligently repaired the old fortifications, and ſxil- 
fully erected new ones; he deſtroyed the ſuburbs 
which might favour the approaches of the enemy; 
he waſted the _— for ſeveral miles round 
from whence they hoped to draw their ſubſiſtence, 
| | K 4 - He 
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He filled the magazines with proviſions and 
military ſtores; and urged the labours of his 
ſoldiers by the cheerfulneſs- with which he ſub- 
' mitted to ſhare their * and Ae of cheir fa- 
tigues. 

His efforts 4 atone were Grose by the 
inclemencies of the ſeaſon ; the winter-ſet in with 
unuſual rigour ; in little more than a month from 
the commencement of the ſiege, the camp of the 
Imperialiſts was alternately deluged with rain or 
covered with ſnow ; the Spaniards and Italians, 
accuſtomed to more genial climates, ſunk the 
victims of cold and diſeaſe ; the troops through- 
out, torpid and dif] pirited, were no longer to be 
animated by the voice of theif leaders; when 
commanded to advance to the breaches, they ſtood 
. motionleſs in dejected ſilence; and the indignant 
emperor retired to his tent complaining that he 
was deſerted by his ſoldiers, who no longer de- 
ſerved the name of men. Yet Charles, ever haughty 
and inflexible, maintained his ſtation when even 
hope had forſaken bim; and it was not till his 
army was reduced to half of its original number, 
that he conſented to: Wing: _ fruitleſs « en- 


0. 
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to begin his retreat towards Germany, 
and he directed his tumultuous flight acroſs the 
nd I; | Alps. 


A. D. 1553. 
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Alps. Shame and terror hung upon his rear; and 
his fainting ſteps were traced by the fick, the 
wounded, and the dead. The generous enmity of 
the duke of Guiſe was vanquiſhed by the ſcene of 
Imperial miſery ; and he ſcorned to triumph over 
| a foe no longer capable of refiſtance ; his care 
and liberality were exerted 'to heal the wounded, 
and to reftore the famiſhed; and the courage 
which he had diſplayed in the ſiege, was exceeded 
by che Were en "wy he exerciſed 1 in v che {ek 
ſuit. 
In katy the Seneſe threw off the imperial vos 
ind placed themſelves under the protection of 
France; while Solyman, the powerful, but diſho- 
nourable ally of Henry, filled the Mediterranean 
with his fleets, and ftruck terror through the city 
of Naples. Had the operations of the Ottomans 
been ſeconded by the armaments of Henry, Naples 
muſt once more have acknowledged the dominion 
of a French maſter; but the Turks hearing no 
tidings from their ally, failed again to Conſtanti- 
nople; and the attention of Henry was diverted 
from foreign conqueſts to the brotektion of his own 
dominions. | 6H 
| Impatient to efface the ignominious repulſe at 
Metz, Charles entered France, and poured the 
tempeſt of his arms on Terouanne; d'Eſſe, a ve- 


6 teran officer who nee in that city, was 
. | killed; 
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killed; the Imperialifts preſſed the ſiege with 
vigour and perſeverance ; ; and the place was 
taken by aſſault. Charles ordered the fortifica- 


tions to be raiſed, and the inhabitants to be dif- 


perſed in the adjacent towns. The army, under 
the command of Emanuel Philibert, the young 
duke of Savoy, who already began to diſplay 


thoſe talents for which he was afterwards ſo emi- 


nently diſtinguiſhed, moved next to the ſiege of 
Heſdin. Its walls, though defended with. bra- 


very, could not long withſtand the ardour of the 
aſſailants; and Henry | himſelf in perſon, with a 


numerous army, advanced to * the n 


progreſs of his enemy. 


The appearance of fuch an antagoniſt, nd 


the emperor from the bed of {icknels ; he quitted 
Bruſſels in a litter, and arrived in his camp, 
though debilitated in his body, yet firm and un- 
daunted in mind; but his prudence ſuffered him 


not to hazard the fate of the war in a deciſive 
action; and the king of France, after having i in 


vain endeavoured to compel his rival to an en- 


gagement, by threatening the ſiege of Cambray, 
and embarraſſed by the indiſpoſition of the con- 
table Montmorency, on whoſe military experi- 


ence he chiefly relied, retired without perform 
ing any thing worthy the nr of his r 


rations. | 
But 


HISTORY OF FRANCE, * 

But Charles, ſtill anxious to aggrand- 
dize his family, conceived a new pro- 
| jet, which he purſued with the utmoſt ardour, 
and accompliſhed with the. moſt happy ſucceſs. 
Edward the Sixth of England had expired after 
4 ſhort reigns and his crown devolved on his 
fiſter Mary, whoſe hand the emperor demanded, 
and obtained for his ſon Philip. This acceſſion to 
the influence and power of the houſe of Auſtria, 
ſerved to increaſe the jealouſy, without intimidat - 
ing the king of France. He determined to carry 
on the war both in Italy and the Low Countries 
with additional vigour; and to compel Charles to 
accept an equitable peace, before his daughter · in 
law could ſurmount the averſion of her ſubjects to 
a a war on the continent. With three great armies 
he ravaged Hainauk, Liege, and Artois, reduced 
Mariemburgh, took Bouvines and Dinant by aſ- 
ſault, and inveſted Renti. The emperor, though - 
broken by years, fatigue, and indiſpoſition, 
marched to the relief of that place. An obſti- 
ſtate ſkirmiſh enſued, in which the imperial army 
was worſted with a conſiderable loſs of men and 
artillery; and had the efforts of the duke of Guiſe 
been ſeconded by the conſtable of Montmorency, 
the rout of the enemy muſt have been complete; 
but the jealouſy of thoſe commanders proved fatal 
to the glory of their country ; the French tbem- 

| 2 | | ſelves 
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ſelves were ſoon after compelled to retire for want 
of proviſions; and Charles, after their rereat, en- 
tering Picardy, extended his devaſtations over that 
province, and revenged the 1 ee 
in Hainault ànd Artois. | 
"In Traly: the French were more cihforteniie 

than in Flanders. Strozzi, a F lorentine exile, 
who commanded in that country, was defeated, 
with the loſs of four thouſand men, by the mar- 
quis of Marignano, general to Coſmo de Medicis. 
The ſiege of Sienna was inſtantly formed by the 
victor; the fate of that city was protracted for 
ſome months by the valour of Monluc, ho com- 
manded the French garriſon; but the Sieneſe, 
ſuperior to the force of arms, were incapable of 
reſiſting the aſſaults of famine; the terms they 
obtained were however honourable; and Monluc, 
with the French troops, was allowed to march 
out with all the honours of war; but the mareſ- 
chal of Briſſac, in Piedmont, ſupported the glory 
of 'his country, and juſtified the choice of his 
prince; though his troops were inferior to thoſe. 
of the Imperialiſts, he not only baffled the at- 
tempts of the duke of Alva, who, with his uſual 
arrogance, had boaſted that he would ſoon drive 
him beyond the mountains, but even extended 

his incurſions into that part of the country, which 
Hitherto the emperor had proferved: and would 
pro- 
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probably have rendered more important ſervices 
to his country, had not the neceſſary ſupplies for 
his ſupport, been intercepted by the jealouſy of 
the Guiſes and the conſtable Montmorency. : 

On the death of Henry d'Albrer, , 
king of Navarre, the king of France 
was deſirous of annexing Bearn, and the ſmall 
remnant of that prince's territories, to his own 
dominions; but Anthony, duke of Vendoſme, 
who had married Jane the heireſs of d' Albret, 
by his diligence ' ſecured the royal inheritance' 
which "deſcended to him; and rejected the threats 
and promiſes of Henry, who alternately menaced 
him with the weight. of his arms, and me 
him with liberal offers of compenſation. 

The emperor, broken by infirmities, had re- 
newed his negociations for peace. He had flat- 
tered himſelf with the hope of obtaining poſſeſ- 
fion of Metz by the treachery of a monk, guar- 
dian to a convent of Franciſcans ; but the con- 
[piracy was detected; the Imperialiſts detached 
for the enterpriſe were defeated with ſlaughter 85 
and the monk with his confederates ſuffered the 
iuſt puniſhment of their treaſon. Charles, mor- 
_ tified at the decline of his military glory, and 
oppreſſed by age and diſeaſe, received an ad- 
r diſappointment in the death of pope Ju- 
lius 
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lius the Third, and the election of cardinal Ca- 
raffa to the vacant dignity ; the new pontiff, who 
aſſumed the name of Paul the Fourth, demanded 


the protect ion of France, offered the inveſtiture 


of Naples to her king, and endeavoured to nego- 

ciate a ſtrict alliance with him for their mutual 
advantage. Henry liſtened with pleaſure to pro- 
poſals which flattered his ambition with the hope of 
once more acquiring the-aſcendency in Italy; and 
the cardinal of Lorrain was diſpatched to Rome 
with full powers to conclude the treaty, and to 


concert meaſures for carrying it into execution. 


So many unfavourable circumſtances combined 
with a ſhatered conſtitution, determined the em- 
peror to retire from the cares of public life, be- 
fore his reputation was entirely averwhelmed by 


the tempeſt which he, beheld gathering round 


him. By refgning his hereditary dominions to 


his fon Philip, he in ſome meaſure diſarmed the 


jealouſy of France; and delivered himſelf from a 
burthen, which his waining ſtrength was no lon- 
ger capable of ſupporting with proper dignity, At 
Bruſſels this extraordinary renunciation was made; 
and Charles only retained for himſelf the imperial 


dignity, which in about a year afterwards he relin- 
quiſhed to his brother Ferdinand, nga the 


Romans. 17555 
Henry 
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Henry, indulgent to his paſſions, 
and to the profuſion of his miſtreſs, 
had been obliged to load his ſubjects with new 
impoſts, to defray the erpenoes of war and the 
magnificence of his court. The emperor, ſoli- 
citous to procure an interval of tranquillity, that 
bis ſon might eſtabliſh himſelf firmly on the 
throne, was ready to liflen to any terms of accom- 
modation. The various claims of the rival mo- 
narchs rendered it difficult to conclude à ſolid 
peace; but an expedient was propoſed of termi- 
nating their hoſtilities by a long truce, which, 
without diſcufling their different pretenſions, al- 
lowed each to retain what was in his poſſeſſion. 
Henry, in accepting theſe favourable conditions 
which left him in quier enjoyment of the greater 
part of the duke of Savoy's dominions, with his 
important acquiſitions on the German frontier, 
was only embarraſſed by his late engagements with 
the pope; theſe he however was perſuaded by 
the conſtable Montmorency to ſacrifice to the in- 
tereſts of his kingdom; but be carefully ſtipu- 
lated, that in the truce, which was figned for five 
years, the Roman pontiff ſhould be n in- 
cluded. 1” 

Paul received the imelligence of the Jate nego- 
ciation with terror and aſtoniſhment ; ; he beheld 
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ed, ang expoſed to the: refentment. of an adver- 
fary whom he dreaded. The duke of Alva was 

already encamped on the frontiers: of the eccle- 
ſiaſtical territories ; and the pope, to avert the im- 
mediate, danger, had recourſe to thoſe arts for 


wich the court of Rome was ſo eminently dif- 


tinguiſhed. Under pretence of mediating a de- 
finitive peace between the rival princes, cardi- 
nal Rebiba was diſpatched to Bruſſels, and the ne- 
phew of the pontiff, cardinal Caraffa, to Paris. 


The former was ſecretly inſtructed to protract 
his negociation. as long as poſfible ; while the 


latter was directed to preſs the French king to re- 
nounce the treaty of truce, and to reſume his en- 


gagement with the holy ſee. By preſents and 
flattery Caraffa gained the ſuffrages of Catharine 
of Medicis, and Diana Poitiers. Henry was in- 


capable of reſiſting the importunities of his con- 
ſort and miſtreſs, ſeconded by the ardour of the 
duke of Guiſe, and the eloquence of his brother 
the cardinal of Lorrain. His own genius, war- 
like and enterpriſing, correſponded. with their 
inclinations ; and he ſigned a new league with 
the pope, which rekindled the flames _ War ee 


in Italy and the Low Countries. 


- Philip, in his diſpute with the ficcefior. of 8. 


Peter, though naturally haughty and inflexible, 
E dcobered uncommon moderation. His 


early 


ME. 


8 4 
b 
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early years had been entruſted to the tare of Spa- 
niſn eccleſiaſticks, and in a more mature age he 
retained that veneration for the holy ſoe which 
they had ſedulouſly inculcated. But with every 
appearance of hefitation the pontiff's Arrogance 


was commanded to enter the eccleſiaſtical territo- 
ries. The light troops of the Spaniards ſoon pene- 
rated to the very gates of Rote, and Paul, yield- . 
ing to the fears and ſolicitations of the cardinals, 
propoſed a ceſſation of arms. Alva, ſenſible 
defirous his maſter was of terminating a 
war which he had undertaken with infinite reluc- 
tance, cloſed with the overtures; and conſented 
r e 
dat, PIG bo 
In the mean time the hike. of 
Guiſe paſſed the Alps with an army 
of twenty thouſand men, and the flower of! the 
French nobility 5 whom the ſplendour of his cha- 
rater, and his reputation for . courteſy, courage, 
and liberality, allured to follow his ſtandard. 
Paul on his approach aſſumed his former arro- 
gance, and baniſhed from his mind all thoughts 
but thoſe of war and revenge, while the Spa- 
niards retired toward the frontiers of Naples, 
for the defence of that. kingdom. Yet though 
the pope -was 3 reſent- 
o FRE. = 


had increaſed; and at length the duke of Alva 
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ment againſt Philip, he neglected the neceflary 


means to enſure the gratification of it; neither 
the pecuniary or military aids which he had en- 


gaged to furniſh, were ready; the Italian lates 


either preſerved a ſtrict neutrality, or were openly 
united with Philip. The duke of Guiſe ſoon 
perceived that his hopes of ſucceſs muſt entirely 
depend upon himſelf. He was repulſed from 
the walls of Civitella, a town on the Neapolitan 
frontiers; his army was waſted by ſickneſs, and 


haraſſed by fruitleſs marches; while the Spani- 


ards again extended their devaſtations over the 
patrimony of St. Peter, he was compelled to re- 


turn to Rome for the protection of the holy 


father. With a weak and impatient ally, with a 


broken and deſponding army, he confined his 


operations to the defence of the capital; and the 
flattering viſion of Italian ee was een 
baniſnhed from his mind. 6 

Philip had received with indi nden this: in- 
telligence of Henry's deſigns to violate the re- 
cent truce. He directed his arms againſt the 


frontier towns of Flanders, expoſed by the expe- 
dition againſt Italy. He perſuaded his conſort, 


the queen of England, to enter into his views; 
her violent affection for Philip excited her to ſur- 
mount the reluctance of her. ſubjects, and to de- 


clare war en Th rance ;-' Emanuel Philiben, 
duke 
. 
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Fes: of Savoy, was entruſted with the command 
of the main army; the zeal of the F lemings was 
dif} played in ſeconding the deſigns of their new 
ſovereign; and while Philip himſelf fixed his 
quarters at Cambray, the duke of Savoy, after 
alarming France on the ſide of Champagne, ad- 
vanced by rapid marches, and inveſted St. Quin- 
tin in Picardy. 

The garriſon of that town bad been weakened | 
by detachments ſent towards Champagne, and 
ſcarce amounted to one fifth of the number 
requiſite for its defence. The fortifications had 
been neglected; and the beſiegers were ſtimula- 
ted by the importance of acquiring a town, 
which opened to them a direct road to Paris. A 
few days muſt have crowned their efforts with 
ſucceſs, if admiral de Coligny, conſidering his 
honour concerned to preſerve a place within his 
juriſdiction, had not thrown himſelf into the 
town with a gallant band of followers, and by 
his {kill and determined valour at leaſt deferred its 
ro an a oy | 
The voice of glory and intereſt called upon 
Henry to fave a town, the loſs of which would 
open a paſſage for the enemy into the heart of 
France. The forces he could haſtily aſſemble, 
he confided to the experience of the conſtable 
Montmorency, whoſe natural caution was van- 
| J. 1 | quiſhed 
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quiſhed by his deſire to extricare his nephew Co- 
ligny from his dangerous fituation. With this 
view he approached the camp of the enemy, while 
d' Andelot, the brother of Coligny, with five hun- 
dred adventurous en e en his nn 
0 into the toon. 
= But in the execution of this ln Mommo- 
. rency had drawn too near the entrenchments of 
3 the beſiegers to eſcape with im punity from. ſo 
active and vigilant a commander as the duke of 
Savoy. He had ſcarce began to retire, before 
he was preſſed by the ſuperior numbers of the 
enemy. The ranks of the French were broken 
by che furious charge of count Egmont at the 
head of the cavalry, and their boafted men at 
arms ſought ſhelter in a precipitate flight. Aban- 
doned by the horſe, the foot were not able' much 
longer to ſuſtain the'unequal confliẽt; above four 
thouſand periſhed on the field; and the confta- 
ble, after defending himſelf with the moſt heroic 
courage, and receiving a dangerous wound, was 
made priſoner, with the dukes of Montpenfier and 
| Longueville, and the mareſchal St. Andre. - 
The defeat of St. Guin ſcarce diffuſed leſs 
' conſternation throughout France than the fatal 
battles of Crecy and Azincourt; the trembling 
Inkabetants of Paris prepared to quit a capital 
== . which r . ex rg would be inſulted 
=_ x by 
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by the preſence of the enemy; amidſt the gene- 
ral diſmay, Henry alone preſerved! an undaunted 
countenance ;+ he inſtantly” recalled the duke of 
Gaife from Italy; he ſolicited the aſſiſtance of 
the grand ſignior, and he incited the Scots to in 
vade the north of England, and diſtract the at- 
tention of Mary. A more immediate recourſe 
Was found in commanding; the ban and arriere 
ban of the frontier provinces immediately to take 
the fleld; but all theſe precautions and efforts 
would have proved vain, had Philip liſtened to 
the advice of the duke of Savoy, to relinquiſh 
the ſiege of St. Quintin, and march directiy to- 
wards Paris; that monarch; naturally cautious, 
was afraid of committing his forces in the heart 
of France without a ſingle place to retreat to; he 
adviſed therefore the continuance of the ſiege of 
St. Quintin; and his generals more readily ac- 
quieſced in his opinion, as they imagined the 
town could not hold out many hours; but the 
courage of Coligny roſe in proportion to the exi- 
gency and danger. Fruitful in reſources, each 
moment ſeemed to diſplay ſome new expedient; 
for ſeventeen days he baffled the repeated aſſaults 
of the Spaniards, the Flemings, and the Engliſh ; 
at length all oppoſition was overwhelmed by their 
ſuperior numbers, and e himſelf was taken 
priſoner on the breach. 
L 3 8 "Be 


TY, 

<* 

zh 

wt 

t 
x 


—— 


$1 
. 
F 


1 » 


8 r 


— — ——— 


— RA 


1 r af 
2 


-N 


S 
—— .— eopooth,e hognr ah 


* ye 


— : . 22... Eon 
NN IBS F * * J — 9 \ * 4 
1 I OS * r .. e 
a » vr P e e 


— — 


F 
On 


-_ D —— P 
BY a we 


rr 
r Sat 
. * 


8 2 
S 


ES LID 


— 2 
a R t * 4 * 2 * 
8 4 1 err Vs 1 7 > pi * 4 
: == 1 4 * EE Mer gets r s 
2 Cob: — F : - 5 — - l * — b . * : N N * 
_ e LY 3 ne 2 2 - 5 1 * 2 - 
n r > + wa ene RS 2 8 2 l 8 * 
* 1 „ — 7 — © get TED EEE SITY — EF OS on £ 38 8 — * __ 
n BA — — Corn 0 5 : | =" "2 8 r TORI Eo WE PER rg. = IC 
I: a . = en * : « * — RE 2 BY 
. 2 ” — 7 — r — 
- IG E * XIRE 3 — 
> 5 2 


Fe KOT RE? > 45996)" 

„ 8 EE ——_ 
9 OOO OR END 
3 1 E 


* 


"74 


— 
— 
* 


ES nn EE NIINY 
— — rs 
7 


150 | HISTORY OF. FRANCE. 


FL 


But Henry had aviiled himſelf with the ut- 


moſt activity of the interval afforded by the ad- 


miral's obſtinate reſiſtance. The duke of Guiſe 
rapidly advanced from Italy to check the pto- 
greſs of Philip; he was received in France as 
the guardian angel of that kingdom; and the 
confidence which the king tepoſed in him, was 
juſtified by his zeal and enterpriſing ſpirit. The 
army with which he returned was joined by new 
levies, and ſwelled by reinforcements from Ger- 


many and Switzerland. Its numbers, and the 


reputation of its general, made Philip tremble 
for his new conqueſts; when the duke of Guiſe 


ſuddenly turned, from menacing the frontier towns 


of Flanders, to undertake a more d uous and i im- 


0 e enterprize. 


Calais þ had been 0 by the Eng 


A.D. mon liſh under Edward the T hird, and 


was the only place they retained of their ancient 
and extenſive territories: in France. But' Mary 
and her miniſters, from an injudicious economy, 
had neglected the works, and diſmiſſed the 
greater part of the garriſon. The duke of Guiſe 
was appriſed of theſe circumſtances, and the ri- 
gour of winter did not deter him from the dar- 
ing deſign; he ſuddenly inveſted the town, drove 
the Engliſh from the forts which protected ': it, 
and in eight days reſtored Calais to the dominion 
2 of 
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of the French, after it had been ſubject to Eng- 
land for two hundred and ten years. Henry imi- 
tated on this occaſion the policy of its former con- 
queror; he carefully expelled the Engliſh inhabi- 
tants, and new peopled the town with his own ſub- 

jects, whom he allured to ſettle there by various 
immunities. 

On the retreat of the duke of Guiſe, ths” pope 
had indeed figned a treaty of peace, and-recon- 
ciled himſelf to Philip; but Henry found ſuffi- 
cient conſolation for this deſertion in the marriage 
of the dauphin to Mary queen of Scotland; that 
princeſs. had been long ſince affianced to Francis, 
and the nuptials were now celebrated with unu- 
ſual ſplendour. But the Scots in the articles of 
marriage took every precaution that prudence 
could dictate to preferve the api and independ- 
ence of their country. 

With the return of ſpring, the conteradin ar- 
mies renewed their operations; the duke of Guiſe 
inveſted, and reduced after a ſiege of three weeks, 
Thionville in the duchy of Luxembourg. But 
this acquiſition was more than counterbalanced 
by an event that had happened in another part 
of the Low Countries. The mareſchal de Ter- 
mes, governor of Calais, had penetrated. into 
Flanders, ſtormed Dunkirk, and advanced to 
TION when his career was checked by the 
a L approach 
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| approach. of the count of Egmont, with a ſupo- 
rior force. De Termes, encumbered: with his 


ſpoils, endeavoured to retreat, but he was: over- 


58 rout of the French became univerſal. Two thou- 


taken by the rapidity of the count, and com- 
F eee 


time in falpentle ; [tink a ſquadron ak Engliſh 
| ſhips, drawn to the coaſt by the firing, entered 
the Aa, and turned: their guns upon the right 
wing of the amy of de Termes;: che ſpirits. of 


ſand were killed on the ſpot; a, greater number 
in their flight periſhed by the hands of the en- 
raged peaſantry; and the mareſchal de Termes, 
with many officers of non; win Were. taken * 
ſoners. | 
A.D. . The ue of Guiſe, 3 
_ 3559+ of this diſaſter, relinquiſhed all other 
ſchemes, and haſtened to the defence of the: fron- 
tier of Picardy, while the duke of Savoy effected 
A; junction. with the forces oß the count of Eg - 
mont. Each monarch placed himſelf at the head 
of his reſpective armꝝ; and as they were now only 
ſoparated by a. few. leagues, it was hourly ex- 
pected that a deciſive action would determine 
the fortune of the royal rivals. Fet both Philip 
and Henry continued — to fortify their 
| | camps 


# o . 
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camps, ad enen by cheir inaction, their in- 
dlinations for peace. For half a century their 
kingdoms had, been-.mutually exhauſted. by the 
operations of war. The former was impatient to 
viſit Spain; the latter was influenced by the paſ- 
ſions of the ducheſs of Valentinois, who regarded 
with diſguſt the haughtineſs of the duke of Guiſe 
and his brother the cardinal of Lorrain, and was 
inclined to thwart their meaſures and obſtruct their 
glory. By her perſuaſion, Montmorency, ſtill a 
priſoner, and eager to regain his liberty, was en- 
truſted with the delicate negociation; Philip rea- 
dily liſtened to his propoſals, and a definitive treaty 
was ſigned at Cateau in Cambreſis; the duke of 
n recovered the territories which France had 


ureſted from him in Piedmont, Savoy, and Breſſe. 


Corſica was ceded to the Genoeſe; but Heſdin, 
Cuatelet, and Noyon, were reſtored to the French, 
who alſo retained Calais, Metz, Toul, and Ver- 
dun. The death of Mary had diſſolved the con- 
nections of Philip with England; and by a ſepa- 
rate treaty with her ſueceſſor, Elizabeth, Henry 
engaged ar the end of eight years to deliver up 
Calais, or to forfeit the ſum of five nnn. 

ſand crowns. 
The duke of Guiſe, and his bender | 


2 the cardinal, arraigned: ; the late treaty 
; | ; in 
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in the moſt open manner, as humiliating and dil. 
graceful to France. But their influence expired 
on the return of Montmorency; and the conſta- 
ble, ſupported by the ducheſs of Valentinois, re- 
ſumed his former aſcendancy over the mind of his 
royal maſter. Henry himſelf had cloſed with the 
overtures of peace, that he might the more effec- 
tually repreſs the religious opinions of the re- 
formers, which were ſpreading with rapidity 
throughout his dominions. D'Andelot, the bro- 
ther of Coligny, and the nephew of the conſtable, 
was juſtly accuſed as a proſelyte to the doctrines of 
Calvin. In the preſence of his ſovereign he pre- 
ſumed to acknowledge his ſentiments; he was im- 
mediately deprived of his poſt of general of the 
French infantry, committed to cloſe confinement, 
and only reſtored by ſubmiſſion, and the entreaties 
of his uncle. Throughout the capital, and the 
different provinces, the ſevereſt penalties were de- 
nounced againſt the profeſſors of Lutheraniſm, 
five of the oſt obſtinate were ſent to the Baſtile, 
and orders were iſſued for their immediate and 
rigorous proſecution” = | 
The active zeal of a monarch, in the vigour | 
of his age, and neither deſtitute of capacity or 
firmneſs, might, perhaps, have vanquiſhed the 
ſcruples of his ſubjects, and preſerved his king- 
© OS 1 5 
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aum from the calamities of civil commotion, in- 
flamed by religious rancour; but the defigns of 
Henry, and the hopes of the eſtabliſhed church, 
were eittin guiſhed by a fatal and unexpected ac- 
cident. Emanuel duke of Savoy | had arrived at 
Paris, to be preſent at the marriage of the prin- 
ceſs Elizabeth, who, by an article of the late tre- 
ty, was affianced to the king of Spain, and whoſe 
nuptials were celebrated at Paris by proxy, with 
martial magnificence. Jouſts and tournaments 
had on this occafion been proclaimed by Henry, 
who excelled in every perſonal accompliſhment ; 
he had already given ſignal proofs of his prow- 
eſs; when on the laſt day he was deſirous of break- 
ing a lance againſt Gabriel de Lorges, count de 
Montgomery, and who was diſtinguiſned above 
any other nobleman for his ſuperior addreſs in 
theſe combats. Montgomery, at the command 
of his ſovereign, entered the liſts with avowed 
reluctance. The ſhock was rude on both ſides; 
but the count's lance breaking againſt the king's 
helmet, he attacked Henry with the ſtump; it 
entered the eyebrow of his right eye, and the 
monarch bereaved. of ſpeech and underſtanding 
tell inſtantly to the ground. He was conveyed 
to his palace, and after remaining in a ſtate of 
inſenſibility for eleven days, expired in the ſix- 
teenth 
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teenth year of ki reign, and the forty-fiftir of 
his age; leaving by his wife Catherine of Medi. 
cis ſeven children, the eldeſt of whom, Francis 
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CONSPIRACY OF AMBOISE — IMPRISONMENT 


TH E age of anti on hs death 
of his father, qualified him immedi- 


AND CONDEMNATION OF THE PRINCE OF 


CONDE—DEATH OF FRANCIS. 


' 


A. p. 1559. 


LIGNY—PERSECUTION OF THE HUGONOTS— 


ately to have aſſumed the reins of government 3 

but his feeble body was animated by a mind more 
ſoeble; and incapable of ſtate affairs, he reſigned 
himſelf to the abſolute control of his mother, 


Catherine of Medicis, and of the Guiſes, the uncles 


of his queen, Mary of Scotland. 


Catherine of Medicis, from her rank as mother 


to 
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to FOR young king, might juſtly urge her ſupetior 
pretenſions to power. Her rival, Diana de Poi- 


tiers, on the death of Henry, abandoned by the 
minions of her proſperity, had ſunk into obſcu- 


rity, and was permitted to paſs the remainder of 
her days in retirement. The talents of Catherine, 
which had been overſhadowed by the charms of 
Diana, now ſhone forth i in full luſtre. Bold, en- 
terpriſing, and ſagacious, her. courage was never 
diſconcerted, and her penetration was ſeldom 
eluded. Inſinuating i in her manners, magnificent 
in her diſpoſition, and liberal to profuſion; ; a ge- 


nerous patroneſs of the arts and ſciences, amidſt 


the horrors of war, ſhe foſtered and protected the 
ſeeds of learning, which had been introduced in 


the reigns of Francis and Henry; but reverſe the 


medal, and ſhe was cruel, rapacious, and deceit- 


ful; profligate in her morals, and. unbounded in 


her ambition ; without ſentiment, without feeling, 
without religion, her prejudices and her. paſſions, 


| were equally abſorbed ks inoedinate luſt «> do- 


minion. 
The duke of - Guiſe, 8 the t of 1 "wy 
rain, as the uncles of Mary of Scotland, found an 
eaſy acceſs to the perſon of their ſovereign, and 
might claim with propriety the firſt employments 
of the ſtate. The former by the defence of Metz, 


and the recovery of Calais, had-eſtabliſhed his mi. 
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_ litary renown, and ſecured the attachinents of the | 
army: his humanity, . courteſy, and liberality, 
equally endeared him to the people ; zealous: for. 
the eſtabliſhed - religion „his ambition might have 
been reſtrained by duty and gratitude, had it not 
been inflamed by his brother the cardinal of Lor- 
rain. That prelate was venerated by the clergy 
as the guardian of their immunities, and by the 
Catholics as the champion of their faith; verſed in 
che wiles of courts, fruitful in expedients, and elo- 
quent 1n debate, he was too readily elated by ſuc- 
ceſs, and too eafily depreſſed: by defeat. His per- 
ſonal courage was ever doubted ; his vindictive 
temper was ever dreaded; and the diffolute plea- 
ſures of his private life vied with the preſ _—_— 
of his public condudt rt. | 
To oppoſe three {i ach formidable PEN fan 5 


miniſterial power, the conſtahle Montmorency, 


grown grey in the ſervice of Francis and Henry, 
could only rely on the merit of former actions, 
and the conſciouſneſs of his own integrity. 
Haughty and inflexible in his diſpoſition, ſevere 
to the failings of others and to his own, he was, 
ill calculated for thoſe delicate intrigues which re- 
quire a flexible temper and inſinuatihg addreſs. 
Accuſtomed to be placed at the head of affairs, he 
regarded it as his due; yet his ardour for the ſup- 
port of the W religion, prevented him 
from 
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9 from en G altos by which be could 


virtues the moſt heroic. Of high and 


mint, a fit alliance OR —_—_— of the 


| blood. NENT: 


Of theſe Anthony of e e of Navane, 
was the firſt, and derived additional luftre from 
his pretenſions to that kingdom, and an increaſe of 
conſequence from the poſſeſſion of Bearn. Nature 
had endowed him with à diſ poſition mild, humane, 
and eaſily wrought on; but had denied the com- 


manding genius requiſite to curb che aſpiring ſpirits 
of the age. Timid and irreſolute, he fluctuated be- 


tween the two religions of Catholic and Hugonot; 
and indulgent to the pleaſures of love, his political 


engagements were often diſſolved by the charns of 
the fair. 7 | 1 | 


From this ſtain the character 4 his brother 

Lewis, prince of Conde, was not free; and though 
his perſon was ungraceful and diminutive, he re- 
_ ceived from women the moſt flattering proofs of 


their affection; but an amorous complection was 
the only foil to qualities the moſt ſplendid, and 


courage, he was formed to ſhine in camps as welt 


as counts; and though his income was narrow, 


he dif] played a magnificence of temper worthy his 


birth and ſtation. He had early attached himſelf 


to the doctrines of the reformed, from which no 
arts 'could ale him; and his ſteadineſs to thoſe 


religious 
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religious pri nciples might probably be confirmed 
by the oppoſite conduct in the duke of Guiſe, 
whom he conſidered through life as the rival of 
his fame and fortune. 
The admiral Coligny had diſtinguiſhed kimſelf 
dy the defence bf St. Quintin ; but his perſonal 
courage was the leaft of the numerous qualities 
which adorned him. He, of all the chiefs, per- 
| haps alone, from coviction, had renounced the 
errors of the church of Rome, and embraced the 
doctrines of Calvin. Brave, generous, and fin- 
cere, he was actuated by no ſelfiſh views, he was 
impelled by no baſe or private paſſions: To ob- 
tain liberty of conſcience for himſelf, and for 
thoſe who profeſſed the ſame tenets, was all that 
he required; and it was with the reluctance of a 
patriot that he found himſelf compelled to ſee. 
it amidſt the horrors of civil war. The pious 
ſcruples of his brother d'Andelot had already ex- 
poſed him to the diſpleaſure of the late king; and 
zealous in the cauſe of religious freedom, he 
ſeemed” to court danger: with an enthuſiaſtic va- 
WR 1 
Such were the nder, deſtined to extort our 
admiration, amidſt the calamities with which their 
intriguing genius, wild ambition, or intemperate 
zeal, afflicted their country. The feeble monarch 
himſelf was ob cured by the ſhining ralents of his 
vol. 11. M ſub · 
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| . ; and when the deputies of the parliament 


waited on Francis to expreſs their duty and alle- 
giance to his perſon, he informed them that he 
had thought proper to inveſt che duke of Guiſe 
and the cardinal of Lorrain with the ſupreme ad- 
miniftration af affairs, aſſigning to the former the 
military department, and the en. to dhe 
Had the king il 8 Ea to che im- 
portunities of the conſtable Montmoreney, and 
immediately on the diſaſtrous fate of Henry, pre- 


ſented himſelf at court, his rank, as firſt prince of 


the blood, might have overawed and baffled: the 
ſchemes of his adverſaries; ; but Anthony, who 


was by nature irreſolute, and peculiarly diſtruſtful 
of Montmorency, to whom he imputed the dere- 


liction of his rights at the late peace, advanced 
by flow journies, and arrived not, till the conſta- 
ble was diſmiſſed from his effice of maſter of the 


| houſehold, to his ſeat at Chantilly ; bis own recep- 


tion, with that of his brother the prince of Conde, 
was, cold and diſreſpectful; yet both conſented to 
aſſiſt at the king's coronation, which was per- 


formed at Rheims by the cardinal of Lorrain, 


archbiſhop: of that ſee; and the king of Navarre 


was ſoon after perſuaded by Catherine of Medicis 


to conduct the princeſs Elizabeth to the frontiers 
of Spain.; and. was afterwards detained in Bearn, 


* 
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with the vain hope of recovering his former da 
minions by a negociation, with which he was 
N e en and the en, of 
Als ©: + 
On the retreat of that prince; Catherine and 
| the Guiſes affected not to conceal thoſe de- 
figns which they had ſo long meditated; every 
precaution to enſure the obedience of the people, 
and to deprive them of the means of defence, had 


been already taken. An edict appeared, forbid- . - 


ding any perfon to carry fire arms, or to wear 
any dreſs favourable to the concealment of ſuch 
weapons. Coligny, whoſe high ſpirit and com- 
manding genius was peculiarly dreaded, was 
aimed at by a fecond regulation, hich declared 
that no perſon ſhould hold two poſts at the fame 
time; the admiral immediately reſigned the go- 
vernment of Picardy; but the pretenſions of the 
prince of Condè were diſregarded, and that pro- 
vince was entruſted to the mareſchal Briſac, while 
the duke of Guiſe ſucceeded to the office of 
maſter of the houſehold, of which the conſtable 
had been diſpoſſeſſed. ” 
Such were the meaſures Preparatory to the per- 
ſecution of the proteſtants, who about this time 
began fuſt to be ſtyled Hugonots; but no ſooner 
was the ground cleared before them, than the 
counſels of Catherine and the Guiſes were diſtin- 
M guiſhed 
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| Fuihed by a more ſanguinary and deciſive ſpirit. 
Courts of eccleſiaſtical judicature, inveſted with 
inquiſitorial powers, were erected, which took 
cognizance of hereſy,; and they were denominated 
the Cbambres Ardentes, from the ſeverity of the 
puniſhments: which they inflicted. The ſtricteſt 
ſearch was made to diſcover offenders; the moſt 
flagitious crimes. were ſtudiouſly imputed to their 
nighly afſemblies; and every orthodox catholic 
was taught to regard them with abhorrence. The 
rigour which prevailed in the capital was ſoon ex- 
tended to the provinces ; and the proſelytes to 
calviniſm, after fruitleſs appeals to their blameleſs 
conduct, found themſelves - compelled to ſeek 
ſafety in reſiſtance. The numbers of troops 
which had been diſbanded at the late peace, be- 
ſieged the court with clamours for that recom- 
penſe which they thought due to their ſevices; 
the cardinal of Lorrain, wearied with their impor- 
tunities, and unable to fatisfy their demands, com 
manded them to retire, on pain of being inſtantly 
hung upon a gallows erected for that purpoſe; 3 
and by his inſolent brutality alienated the minds 
of theſe military adventurers from the houſe of 
Guiſe, and at the ſame time ſtrengthened the 
hands, and ſwelled the partizans of the hugonots. 
Thbeſe began already to bear with impatience 
the repeated inſults and unwearied malice of their 
. | 5 : per- 
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perſecutors ; | their confidence was increaſed | by 
the alarming ſymptoms of decay which menaced 
the life of Francis. Minard, a magiſtrate who 
had diſplayed peculiar activity in the ſeizure and 
conviction of the proteſtants, was ſuddenly aſſaſſi- 
nated. Though it never could be diſeovered with 
certainty from what hand the blow came, yet Ro- 
bert Stuart, a native of Scotland, incurred the ſuſ- 
picion of the court. He in vain beſought the 
protection of Mary, to whom he declared himſelf 
related ; that princeſs denied him as her kinſman, 
and rather ſtimulated than repreſſed the fury of 
his proſecutors. The ſecurity that he vainly ex- 
pected from the favour of his ſovereign, he found 
in his own conſtancy ; nor could the ſevereft tor- 
' tures extort a confeſſion from a boſom ſteeled by 
conſcious innocence, or animated by religious 
zeal. He was at laſt reluctantly diſmiſſed by the 
judges, to maintain in future by his ome the 
tenets which he profeſſed. 75 

The ſeeds of diſcontent were widely 
diffuſed throughout the kingdom, and 
the breath of an able leader was only wanted to 
wake them inte life. This was found in a gen- 
tleman of Perigord, named John de Bary la Re- 
naudie, of an ancient family, but of a ruined for- 
tune; he had been caſt in a lawſuit, and con- 
et to a ſevere fine and * for 
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having produced fictitious titles. He endeavour- | 
ed, in foreign countries, to to reſtore the reputation 


which he had fo fatally wounded i in his own. He 
retired to Geneva and Lauſanne, - imbibed/ the 

| doctrines of the Reformation; and among his | 
"exiled countrymen acquired an high and juſt cha- 


racter for intrepidity, eloquence, ſagacity, and 
that enterpriſing genius ſo peculiarly requiſite in 
the leader of a conſpiracy. Under a feigned 
name, and in diſguiſe, he traverſed the different 
provinces of France, explored the hopes, and in- 
flamed the reſentments of thoſe who profeſſed the 
ſame religious principles with himſelf; and at 


length appointed a general. rendezvous at Nantes, 


where the parliament of Blittany was at that time 


- fitting. From various parts. of the kingdom, 
above two hundred: gentlemen of noble extrac- 


tion, and conſiderable influence in their reſpective 
diſtricts, attended his ſummons; and Renaudie, 


in glowing colours, preſented to their view the ar- 
rogance and formidable power of the Guiſes, the 


weakneſs of the king, the dangerous artifices of 


Catherine, the wrongs of the proteſtants; and 
their juſt hopes that the prince of Conde would 
_ readily place himſelf at the head of an affociation, 


which alone could afford him ſecurity, as ſoon as 


it attained a certain degree of ſtrength; but he 
at the ſame time ſolemnly proteſted to preſerve 
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his allegiance to Francis inviolable; and chat it 
was only his intention to liberate the kingdom 
from the tyranny of the Guiſes. His ſpeech was 
received with univerſal approbation; the conſpi- 
rators agreed to aſſemble their dependants ; by | 

different and private roads to meet at Blois, where 
the court then reſided; to preſent a petition to 
the king to indulge them in the free exerciſe of 
their religious tenets; and to ſeize the perſons of 
the duke of Guiſe, and the cardinal of Lorrain, 
as enemies to the een and to the ene tran- 
| quillity. | 

But it was not probable that a nes confided 
to ſo many, would be preſerved with the fidelity 
chat ſo delicate an enterpriſe required. The 
court, from different quarters, were warned of a 
near and formidable danger ; at length the partt- 
culars of the conſpiracy were divulged by a 
proteſtant lawyer, at whoſe houſe in Paris Re- 
naudie had lodged, and to whom he had impart: 
ed his defigns. To diſconcert the ſchemes of 
their enemies, the Guiſes immediately removed 
Francis from Blois to the caſtle of Amboiſe, as 
a place more capable of defence; under the 
royal ſignature they commanded the inſtant at- 
tendance of the prince of Conde, the admiral 
Coligny, and his brother d'Andelot ; and the 
n obedience of theſe powerful chiefs al- 
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ever might be their private wiſhes, that. they had 
not <a y embarked.in-the daring project of Re- 
naudie. The duke of Guiſe himſelf, to provide 


againſt every. emergency, was created lieutenant 
general, with ſupreme power in all cauſes, civil 


and military; an appointment, which was oppoſed 


by the chancellor Olivier, but ſupported by Ca- 


therine of Medicis ; who rightly judged the ef. 


fuſion of blood which muſt neceſſarily attend 


the exerciſe of ſuch unqualified authority in theſe 


turbulent times, would ſerve to load the poſſeſſor 
of it with additional odium. 


Though Renaudie was 3 that his plans 


1 were betrayed, and that the court was prepared, 
he deferred, but did not g eſiſt from, his daring 
enterpriſe; and ſeveral of the conſpirators, march - 


ing in ſmall bands, and only during: the night, 
appeared at the gates, and ſtruck terror through 
the caſtle of Amboiſe; they were repulſed, and 


cut to pieces by the loyal zeal of the inhabi- 


tants, guided by the ſkill, and animated by the 
ſpirit of the duke of Guiſe. Several parties of 
the confederates were intercepted; and the ba- 


ron de Caſtelnau, at the head of a conſiderable 


body of the calviniſts, was inveſted in the caſtle 
of Noiſy, by the ſuperior forces of the duke of 


Nemours, and ſurrendered on promiſe of life for 


himſelf 
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himſelf and his aſſociates. Renaudie informed of 
the danger of Caſtelnau, with a few deſperate com- 
| panions, preſſed forwards to ſhare his fortune. In 
the foreſt of Chateau-Renaud he was met by the 
baron de Pardaillon, at the head of two hundred 
_ cavalry; he defended himſelf with a bravery 
| heightened by deſpair ; and after beholding the | 
ſlaughter of almoſt the whole of his party, he 


ſpurred his horſe up to Pardaillon, and thruſting a4 


poniard through his vizor, laid him dead upon the 
ground. He himſelf was immediately after ſhot 
through the thigh, and died fighting deſperately to 

the laſt. His body was publicly expoſed on a gib- 
bet, and a label affixed to it, with the inſcription of 
Chief of the Rebels, and his diſmembered limbs 
were afterwards" left to putrif y on flakes in the 
neighbourhood of Amboiſe. 8 
Vet the fate of Renaudie, and the unrelenting 
ſeverity of the Guiſes, could not extinguiſh that 
flame which religion had kindled, and which has 
conſtantly been found to derive new force from 
perſecution. In a few days after their leader had 
fallen, la: Mothe and Coqueville, two of the con- 
ſpirators, appeared at the gates, and penetrated 
into the ſuburbs of Amboiſe. They were over- 
whelmed by the numbers of the royal forces, and 
combating with a reſolution that only religious 


frenzy could inſpire, they were buried under the 
ruins 
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ruins of the burning houſes. This ſecond at- 
tempt ſlimulated the ardour of juſtice; each haunt 
of the conſpirators was explored; twelve hundred 
expired under the hands of the executioher; 
the waters of the Loire were purpled with their 


j blood; and the air was tainted with their 
wretched carey which were —_—_ the rites of 


| . burial. 


But the defirudtion of the ws dcn de ſati- 
ated not the vengeance of the perſecutors of the 
reformed. The aſſurances of ſafery which Caſtel- 


nau had received from the duke of Nemours, and 


the interceſſion of the moſt reſpectable noblemen 
of the court, could not preſerve him from the im- 
placable enmity of the princes of Lorrain ; he ſub- 


| mitted to his ſentence with compoſed courage, and 
rejected every temptation that was held out to 
include the prince of Conde as his accomplice ; 
a declaration to that effect had been extorted by 


torture from two of his companions; but Caſtel- 


nau firmly refuted the aſperſion, and in the laſt 
moments of his life aflerted the innocence of the 


prince. \ 

In the preſence of. the king, the prince « 
Conde vindicated his honour from the late impu- 
ration, and with the intrepidity natural to him, 
offered to maintain his innocence in ſingle com- 


bat againſt _ accuſer. The duke of Guiſe, at 
whom 
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whom his defiance was levelled, eluded the chal- 
lenge, by warmly praiſing the prince's conduct, 
and declaring that he was ready to be his ſecond 
againſt any antagoniſt ; yet in private he urged the 
propriety of ſecuring a chief whoſe birth, genius, 
and ſpirit, rendered him capable of the moſt daring | 
enterpriſes. Francis, perhaps, would have been 
eaſily wrought to compliance ; but the chancellor 
Olivier, about this time, funk into the grave, la- 
menting, with his laſt breath, the ſanguinary ſcenes 
to which he had been witneſs. The ſeals. on his 
demiſe were beſtowed on Michael de l' Hoſpital, an 
able miniſter, but devoted to the queen- mother. 
He ſuggeſted to her the danger of, the Guiſes ac- 
quiring a permanent aſcendancy, and confirmed 
her in chat ſyſtem of temporifing policy fo happily 
adapted to her genius and diſpoſition. In conſe- 
quence of his counſels, Catherine ſecretly ſup- 
ported the prince of Conde and the Hugonots; but 

a ſhort time after the. execution of Caſtelnau, an 
aſſembly of the nobility was convened at Fontain- 
bleau; the conſtable, the admiral, and his brother 
d Andelot, attended with a numerous train of ad- 
herents ; and Coligny entering the cabinet of his 
lovereign, preſented a petition for the toleration of 
the reformed religion; adding, chat although no 
name was affixed to it, whenever his majeſty would 
ſignify his pleaſure, it would be ſigned by one hun- 
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192. ' HISTORY OF FRANCE: 
dred and fifty thouſand perſons. It was oppoſed 


with the utmoſt aſperity by the Guiſes, but their 


violence was checked by the ſecret ſuggeſtions of 


Catherine, and” Francis declared his intention of 
aſſembling the ſtates in the enſuing eo to 
[ reconcile all religious difference. 


On the concluſion of this council, the king of 
Navarre, and his brother the prince of Conde, 
who had attended it, withdrew into Bearn, where, 


doubtful of the promiſed convention of the ſtates, 
they concerted meaſures to diſpoſſeſs the Guiſes 


of their power and offices ; but the former, always 


irreſolute, revoked his aſſent, and diſconceited a 


ſcheme which had been planned by the adherents 
of the latter, for ſurpriſing the city of Lyons; 


yet the intrigues of the princes were not fo ſecretly 
conducted, but they ſoon reached the ears of the 


court. Catherine, alarmed at their preſumption, 
again united herſelf to the Guiſe; and an emiſſary 


belonging to the king of Navarre, named la Sague, 


was ſeized at Eſtampes, by order of the queen - 


mother; the letters which he carried, contained 


expreſſions dark and myſterious ; thoſe of Francis 
de Vendome, Vidame of Chartres, were, by the per- 


ſonal enmity of the Guiſes, conſtrued into treaſon; 


that nobleman, the moſt gallant of the court, and 
who had been deemed peculiarly acceptable to 
85 Th Re the 
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the queen · mother, now experienced the tranſition 
of paſſions, and beheld her regard converted into 
hatred, which ſuffered him to languiſh o out bis life 
in confinement. 

But while the princes of the houſe of Rombon 
maintained their liberty, the power of Catherine 
and the Guiſes was expoſed to be ſhaken by eyery 
rude blaſt; and the court, fearful of venturing 
on open hoſtilities, determined to / ſacrifice the 
faith of the ſovereign, rather than hazard the 
tranquillity of the kingdom. The aſſembly of 
the ſtates, which had been appointed for Meaux, | 
was now transferred to Orleans; and the young 
king, whoſe health hourly declined, and whoſe 
unpending diſſolution haſtened the deſigns of the 


Guiſes, proceeded towards that city with a train 


of a thouſand horſe. The Mareſchal de St. An- 
drè, brave, polite, and inſinuating, but needy, 
diſſipated, and unprincipled, and chained by his 
wants to the ſervice of the houſe of Lorrain, was 
diſpatched to the king of Navarre and his bro- 
ther with the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of amity : they 
| reluctantly fat out on a journey which was preg- 
. nant with the greateſt danger; and in the courſe 
of which they received intimations of the moſt 
alarming nature; each day added ſome new proof 
of the i impetuous counſels of the Guiſes, and of 
che too ready acquieſcence of the eaſy monarch ; 
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174 ö HISTORY OF FRANCE. 
but they had advanced now too far to recede ; dif. 


ferent parties had been ftationed on the road behind 


to intercept their retreat or flight; and with a flen. 


der train, but an undaunted countenance, any at 
length entered the city of Orleans. 
They were at firſt received by Francis wi cold- 
neſs, which gave way to reproaches. The king 
feated between their enemies, the duke of Guiſe 
and the cardinal of Lorrain, and, furrounded by 
the captains of his guard, arraigned the prince of 
Condè in the moſt violent terms, accuſed him 


of having attempted to ſeize on the principal ci- 


ties of his dominions; and even having plotted 


againſt his life, and that of his brothers. Conde, 
not in the leaſt diſmayed, offered to prove his 
innocence. To aſcertain it, replied Francis, 


« it is neceffary to proceed. by the uſual modes 
ce of juſtice ;” he immediately quitted the room, 
and, after a ſhort conference with Catherine, who, 
with her uſual duplicity, affected to deplore the 
violence which ſhe herſelf recommended, the two 
princes were arreſted by the captains of the 
guard ; the king of Navarre was conducted to an 


adjoining apartment, where, though catefully 
watched, he was allowed the liberty of converſa- 
tion; but the prince of Conde was confined. in a 


houſe erected for the eee in a _m ſquare, 
where 
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where all hopes of eſcape was ſhut out by bars of 

iron; and all idea of reſcue precluded, by a nu- 
merous and vigilant guard, n by og 
pieces of cannon. 
| The Hugonots received with terror and aftoniſh- 
ment the intelligence of a meaſure in which they 
were fo deeply concerned; d'Andelot, with his 
uſual ſagacity, had foreſeen the ſtorm, and, under 
the pretence of chaſtiſing the diſobedience of fome 
officers under his command, had withdrawn to Brit- 
tany ; his brother the admiral, bold in conſcious 
innocence, ſtill remained in Orleans; but he owed 
his ſafety rather to the appearance of moderation, 
which the Guiſes ſtill affected to preſerve, and to 
the dread of rendering deſperate the whole body 
of the reformed, than to the . tenor of his 
own conduct. | 
But with the prince of Conds, every. ing pro- 
claimed the refolution of the houſe of Lortain 
to ſeize the preſent moment, and to extinguiſh | 
the formidable rival of their fame and fortunes. 
The chancellor and five judges were appointed 
to interrogate him in priſon; but the gloomy 
reſtraint to which he was condemned, could not 
ſhake the magnanimous mind of Lewis ; he re- 
jected with indignation the ſubſervient tribunal, 
and boldly demanded that public trial to which 
his digaty entitted him. His undaunted courage 
ſecured 


"1 
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ſecured his reputation, but could not- -have averted | 
the malice of his enemies; Groflot, the bailiff of 
Orleans, who was ſuſpected of endeavouring to ex- 


cite the compaſſion of the inhabitants in favour of 


the prince, was accuſed of conniving at the meet- 
ings of the heretics ; he was tried, condemned, and 
executed; and his fate was conſidered Os as . 
paratory to that of Conde. 

Catherine in vain fa the error chat he had 


cm tee in uniting herſelf too cloſely with 
the: princes of Lorrain, and deſtroying that ba- 


lance of parties that gave conſequence to her own 
ſituation. Borne away with the ſtream, ſhe was 
no longer capable of reſiſtance; and the fate of 
the prince of Condè appeared inevitable, when 
he was preſerved from the impending ſtroke by 
an event as momentous as it was unexpected. 


The king, on the morning of Groſlot's execution, 


had gone out to the chace; on his return he was 
ſeized with a violent pain in his head, attended 


with fainting. It was ſoon diſcovered that an 


impoſthume had formed in his ear, and the ſur- 
geons pronounced the ſymptoms mortal. The 
Guiſes, impatient of every delay, and apprehen- 
five leit their prey ſhould eſcape them, hurried 
on the proceſs with an indecent haſte which ſwept 


_ away every form of juſtice ; and the prince of 
Conde was condemned 120 his Judges to have his 


head 
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head fizuck off on a ſeaffold before the wag 
apartment. 
But the chincallse” .ever DIY to theſe RES. | 
meaſures, and ſenſible of the danger which might 
ariſe from the execution of fo iniquitous a ſentence, 
withheld, under various- Pretences, his ſignature to 
the order for the prince's execution ; to this delay 
the prince of Conde was indebted for his life; for | 
while the Guiſes {till aſſailed Francis with inceſſant 
importunities, the feeble frame of that monarch 
yielded to the inveteracy of his diſeaſe, and he 
expired in the eighteenth year of his age, and the. 
ſecond of his reign. His character preſents a a 
blameleſs void, unmarked by virtue or vice, and | 
his languid diſpoſition appears to have been 
equally incapable of diſcharging the duties of his 
rank, or enjoying the pleaſures of his age. Amidſt 
the various cabals of his court, his corpſe was in- 
decently neglected ; Catherine and the Guiſes were. 
engaged in extending : or confirming their influ- 
ence; and, the. funeral obſequies of the deceaſed 
monarch, were only attended by Sanſac and la 
Broſſe, who had been his governors, and Guil: 
lard, r of n. who had long been blind. | 
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Chapter the. Tweniy-ſeventh. 
— 
CHARLES THE - NINTH, KING or FRANCE —T4- 
| THERINE SECURES THE REGENCY—MASSACRE 
OF VASSY——REYOLT OF THE HUGONOTS—BAT- 
_TLE OP ST, DENIS, AND DEATH OF MONTM0- 
| RENCY—BATTLE OF JARNAC, AND DEATH or 
TAE PRINCE OF CONDE —PEACE WITH THE 
HUGONOTS—MASSACEE OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW 
evi WAR — DRATH | OF CHARLES THE 
NINTH, as Re 9 8205 


A. D. 1366, TEE death of Francis, and the ſuc - 
ben ceffion of Charles the Ninth, then 
only in the eleventh year of his age, opened 2 
new and boundleſs field to the intriguing genius 
of Catherine of Medicis. Courted mutually by 
the princes. of Bourbon and Lorrain, ſhe dif played 
that maſterly addreſs for which ſhe was ſo emi- 
nent, in ſecuring for herſelf the firſt place in 


the government. Mary, the widow of the de- 
PN _ ceaſed. 


* 


| 
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re” anni; ſoon retired to her native k 


dom of Scotland. The prince of Conde, releaſed 85 


from his fetters, was pronounced guiltleſs of the 


crimes laid to his charge, and re- admitted to his ſeat 
in council; the king of Navarre obtained the title 
of lieutenant general; but the powers of regent, 
though without the name, were veſted by the ſtates 


in the queen - mother. To ſecure her authority, 


ſhe attached to her ſide the conſtable Montmo- 


rency; ſhe united in a cloſe confederacy the ve- 


teran ſtateſman, the duke of Guiſe, and the mareſ- 


chal de St. Andre; and by this league, to which 
was applied the name of the Triumvirate, ſhe hoped 
to repreſs the aſpiring deſigns of the princes of 
Bourbon, who, ſupported by Coligni, and ſeconded 
by the hearts and hands of the reformed, might, 
ſhe feared, affix limits to the Meade ſhe e 
rn. 
But Cuterioe herſelf . the fate abt 
attends thoſe who | relinquiſh + the plain road to 
tread the crooked paths of policy, and was ſoon 
bewildered in the mazes of her own cunning and 


* 


artifices, The ceremony of Charles's coronation 


was ſcarce performed at Rheims, before his' mo- 


ther began to regard with ſuſpicion and diſtruſt 


the very confederacy ſhe had ſo lately formed. 
She attempted to balance it by another of equal! 


PO weight : ſhe allured Anthony king og. 


N Navarre 


— 
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Navarre by the ehartus of mademoiſelle de 8 

one of her maids of honour, to renounce his claim 
do the regency as firſt prince of the blood; and ſhe 
gratified the admiral Coligni by avowedly patro- 
niſing the doctrines and followers of Calvin. The 
Triumvirate, diſguſted at the loſs of their credit, 
-and at the preference ſhewn to the Hugonots, un- 
der pretence of attachment to the ancient religion, 
quitted the court, and drew along with 'them the 
fickle and credulous king of Navarre; by a pro- 
-miſe, which they pretended to have received from 
the king of Spain, of ceding to him the ifland of 
Sardinia as a a age 1 the ee of 

"Navarre: : © N 


4. D. ory 15 Although i ad "I . 
rate ſeemed entirely to have abandoned 
che court, and to leave Catherine to the counfels 
of the prince of Conde and Coligni, they only 
waited a favourable opportunity of regaining their 
former influence; while the prince and*admiral, 
- ſenſible of the motives which actuated the queen- 
mother, and induced her apparently to lean to the 
Proteſtants, prepar ed to encounter the tempeſt of 
her future enmity by a in alliance with | the 

_ Princes of Germany. 
Such was the doubtful fituation i: affairs; ; and 
_ each party, in the tranſient moments of tranquil 


N Ys. wes, OR Ones in ſtrengthening 
: their 
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their own' pretenſions, when a fatal accident haſt- 
ened the rupture between the factions, and let 
looſe the united rage of perſonal and religious 
rancour. The duke of Guiſe returning towards 
paris, to animate by his preſence the inhabitants, 
had halted at Vaſſy, a little town of Champagne. 
His attendants inſulted a congregation of Proteſt- 
ants, who were aſſembled at their devotions; the 
followers of the duke were repulſed by the re- 
formed with ſtones, and as he himſelf attempted to 
quell the diſpute, he was wounded in the face. 
. His domeſtics, enraged at the ſight of their maſ- 
ters blood, drew their ſwords, and killed and 
wounded above two hundred and fifty of the Hu- 
gonots. When the tumult was over, the duke of 
Guiſe ſeverely reprehended the magiſtrate for ſuf- 
fering theſe aſſemblies; and on his pleading the 
late royal edict in favour of the Calviniſts, he laid 
his hand on his ſword, and angrily. replied, „ this 
* ſhall ſoon cut the bond of that edict, Ws 
* never ſo. ſtrong,” 

The prince of Cond, then nd the court at - 


the palace of Monceaux, demanded inſtant repa- - 


ration for the maſſacre at Vaſſy; and the queen- 
mother as readily promiſed him the moſt ample 
ſatisfaction; but the king of Navarre and the tri- 
umvirate, confident in their own union, rejected 
her authority, and derided her commands, The 

N 3 e duke 


-_- 
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duke of Guiſe himſelf ſoon after arrived at Pars 
with twelve hundred horſe; in his march to Fon- 
tainbleau his forces were ſwelled by a prodig 
train of adherents ; and Catherine, fearful 'of be- 
ing deprived of the ſupreme manageinent of af. 
fairs, ſummoned to her aſſiſtanee the prince of 
Conde, chen at his ſeat near Meaux; her language, 
athetic, exhorted him ſtrongly to 
reſcue her fon from captivity, and afforded him the 
pretence he wiſhed for to arm his aſſociates. With 
à ſmall, but daring band, he paſſed the river 
Seine at St. Cloud, in his way to join her; but 
though the confederate lords might deſpiſe his 
inferior numbers, they gladly embraced the oc- 
caſion to make themſelves maſters of the king's 
. perſon, under the pretext of reſcuing him from 
the kiſs. of; the Hugonots ; Catherine, in- 
capable of reſiſtance, vainly lamented the conſe- 
- quence of her own wiles : nor could the impo- 
dent tears of the royal youth change the deſigns of 
the confederates, who conducted him, with his in- 
dignant mother, firſt to Melun, nd afterwards to 
"9 capital. 80 1 
| But the retreat of che king, and the difficulic 
which prefented themſelves, ſerved, to inflame in- 
| ſtead of damping the ardour of the prince of 
Conde; after. conferring a few moments with the 


Ai, he embraced, i as his only hope of honout- 
| 3 ” able 


FEY. - 
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| able ſecumy! ih danger of bivit-wair z bobem- 


panied by two thouſand cavalry, he preſſed for- 
wards to Orleans, and inſtantly made himſelf maſ- 


ter of that city. He was immediately choſen chief 


of the reformed by unanimous conſent, and neg- 
lected no precautions which contribute to 


ſucceſs ; he diſpatched mos to Germany, 
to ſolicit the aid of the Proteſtant brethren; and 


be conciliated the minds of the loyal, by the de- 


claration that he took up arms to relieve the king 
and his mother from the captivity in TI 


_ were held by the Triumvirate. 
I be chancellor de PHoſpital yet . to 


avert the tempeſt which impended over his coun- 
try ; by his. exhortations two fruitleſs conferences 
were held between Catherine and the prince of 
Conde. The latter in the firſt engaged to quit 
the kingdom, if his enemies would conſent to 


relinquiſh the adminiſtration ; the triumvirs had 
previouſly given a promiſe to that effect, and af- 
fected to perform it by retiring to Chateau - Dun. 


But Coli gni, always jealous of the intentions of 
the queen mother, and conſcious of the danger 
to the Hugonots if abandoned by their chief, per- 


ſuaded him to break off the treaty, and rather 


2222 ĩ˙ᷣͤ 8 


cherine. 


The operations of war were e com- 
NI men 


/ 
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menced; the royal army, animated by ths pre- 
- ſence of Charles and his mother, after recovering 
and plundering Blois, Tours, and Bourges, in- 
veſted Rouen, which was defended with obſtinate 
valour by Montgomery, celebrated for his fatal 
tournament with Henry the Second; and who had 
withdrawn from the implacable reſentment of Ca- 
therine to England, embraced the doctrines of the 


reformed, and now returned to vindicate them 


with his ſword. The inhabitants, encouraged by 
his example, refuſed all offers of capitulation; at 
length the city was taken by aſſault, and aban- 


doned to the fury and rapacity of the ſoldiers ; 


Montgomery himſelf eſcaped with a few compa- 
nions in a boat, by breaking the chains which 
were ſtretched acroſs the river Caudebec: but 
Anthony king of Navarre received, in the courſe 
of the ſiege, a wound in his ſhoulder, which ſoon 
proved mortal. He expired at a time when his 
judgement began to open, and when he was ſin · 
cerely deſirous of effacing the unfavourable opi- 
nions his fickle conduct had impreſſed. His laſt 
words evinced his attachment to the reformed re- 
ligion: and he ordered thoſe who were near him 
to carry his injunctions to his widow, to be ever 
on her guard, to ſtrengthen the fortified places ſhe 
; poſſeſſed, and neither to d truſt herſelf or mop wad 
Rt.” 58 "OY 1 


55 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 186 


In the mean time the prince of Cond, rein- 
forced by the Proteſtant princes of Germany, 
with an army of twelve thouſand men, advanced 
towards the capital. After repeated attempts to 
intimidate the inhabitants, and ſurpriſe the gates 
of Paris, he decamped, and retired towards Nor- 
mandy. In his retreat he was purſued and haraſſed 
| by the forces of the confederates, and at Dreux 
in Normandy the rival armies engaged with mu- 
tual enmity. . The impetuous charge of the Hu- 
gonots at firſt trampled down all oppoſition ; the 
conſtable Montmorency, wounded in the face, was 
taken priſoner by Robert Stuart, who already has 
been noticed as ſuſpected of the aſſaſſination of 
the Catholic magiſtrate Minard. But the day was 
_ reſtored by the calm intrepidity of the duke of 


Guiſe ; he ſuddenly fell upon and put to flight the 


Hugonots diſperſed in the purſuit ; the prince of 
Conde, diſmounted and ſurrounded, ſurrendered 
to Henry d'Amville, the ſecond ſon of the con- 
| ſtable; but Coligni till maintained the combat 
with perſevering valour ; under cover of the night 
he retreated with the troops that he had rallied 
towards Orleans; and carried with him two pieces 
of the royal cannon, and his capthyy e 
rency. | 
The victory of Dreux eſtabliſhed = martial 
_—_ of the duke of Guiſe ; and his military re- 


: nown | 
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nown was rivalled by the politeneſs with which be 
received his' captive the prince of Conde ; he 
| lodged him in his own tent, and even divided. rent 
him his bed. The ſame field in which he tri. 
umphed over his enemies, dimimfhed the number 
of his competitors. Of the Triumvirs the conſta- 
ble was a priſoner of Colignt; the mareſchal de 
St. Andre had fallen in the conflict by the hand of 
a gentleman named Bobigni, whoſe eſtate he en- 
joyed by confiſcation ; and Cathetine, though ſhe 
dreaded the ing ies of Me et of Lamia, 
conferred on the victorious chief the ſupreme com- 
mand of the army with which he had been already 
inveſted by the rumuſtuous acclamations of his ſol- 


diers. 


After the diſaſtrous action of Dreux, 
Cologni had retired into Normandy, as 
moſt convenient to receive the ſupplies he ex- 
pected from Elizabeth queen of England, who 
had eſtabliſhed in that kingdom the Proteſtant re- 

| ligion, and viewed with jealouſy the danger to 
which it was expoſed in France. But the admiral 
in his retreat, conſcious of the importance of Or- 
leans, had leſt in that city his brother d' An- 
delot, with two thouſand of his beſt troops; the 
reputation of the commander, the numbers of 
his garriſon, and the inclemency of the ſeaſon, 
n not deter the duke of Guiſe from aſpiring 


A.D. 1563. 


to 


t 


* 
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tothe conqueſt of Orleans, and he inveſted the 
city with his victorious army. A month had 
| ſcarce elapſed before he had made himfelf maſter 
of the bridge acroſs the Loire, and the ſuburbs ; 
and the fate of Orleans appeared inevitable, when 
one moment ſuddenly extinguiſhed the life of the 
duke of Guiſe, and revived the lain {j [pirits: of 
che Hugonots. _ 
Ile had juſt paſſed the Sara) in alittle FOR, at- 
rended only by one gentleman, and without his 
armour, when John Poltrot de Mere, a gentleman 
of Angoumois, who had pretended to renounce 
the reformed religion, and had been liberally en- 
tertained by the duke, diſcharged three balls from 
a piſtol into the left ſhoulder of Francis, and eſ- 
caped on a fwift horſe to the neighbouring woods. ' 
By his mournful friends, the duke of Guiſe was 
. conveyed to his own quatters, and the magnani- 
mity of his laſt moments correſponded with the 
whole tenor of his. life. He recommended to 
his eldeſt fon Henry to preſerve an inviolable 
fidelity to the king ; he vindicated himſelf from 
the intention of the unfortunate maſſacre at Vaſly ; 
he lamented that event as the ſource of civil diſ- 


cord; and exhorted Catherine to extinguiſh the f- 


tal flame which threatened to conſume equally the 
people and the ſovereign. With the moſt perfect 
compoſure he breathed his laſt ;. his body follow- 
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| ed by immenſe crowds of citizens, was W in 
royal pomp to the Chartreux in Paris, and was 


finally depoſited __ his e at eee in 
n. . 
Poltrot cleaped not the e due to ſo 
flagitious a crime; after wandering the whole 
night i in the woods he found himſelf in the morn- 
ing ſcarce a mile from Orleans ; exhauſted with 
fatigue he entered a houſe to repoſe himſelf, and 
was taken while aſleep by one of the duke's ſecre- - 


| taries. On his examination he accuſed Coligni, 


d'Andelot; and the prince of Conde, as 'the in- 
fligators of his guilt, The parliament adjudged 
him to the ſame puniſhment as was inflicted on 
regicides, and he was torn in pieces by horſes. 
Though in his laſt moments he is. ſaid to have 


perſiſted in his former charges againſt the leaders 


of the- Hugonots, yet his declarations were vague 
and unfupported ; and it is probable he was only 
impetled by that' barbarous fanaticiſm which 
marked the age in which he lived; the admiral, 
d' Andelot, and Conde, all expreſſed their abhor- 
rence of a crime which their general life and 
conduct ſeem to refute ; hut Henry the young 
duke of Guiſe, ſtill continued to ſuſpect the for- 
mer, and though then in early youth, vowed im- 


mortal hatred and imprecated vengeance on the 
bead of Coligni, as the murderer of his father. 


On 
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On the death of the duke of Guiſe the mareſ. 
_ chal Briſac was ſummoned to the command of 
the royal army, and entruſted with the fiege of 
Orleans; but Catherine, embarraſſed with the 
ſupport of the war, and not unmindful of the laſt 
advice of the duke of Guiſe, made immediate 
overtures for peace. The terms were ſettled by 
the conſtable and the prince of Conde. The Pro- 
teſtants were to renounce their treaty with Eng - 
land, to lay down their arms, - reſtore the places 
they bud occupied, and in return to receive a ge- 
_ neral pardon, and the free > extrhiſe of the reform- 
ed religion, + 
Ĩ be articles of peace were gie 3 
by the admiral, who conſidered the death of the 
duke of Guiſe as an event which opened to them 
the moſt ſplendid proſpect of ſucceſs. But the 
prince of Condè was captivated by the charms 
of Mademoiſelle de Limeuil, one of the maids 
of honour to Catherine, and he was deſirous of ſig- 
nalizing himſelf againſt the Engliſh, the natural 
enemies of his country: the united forces of the 
Catholics and Hugonots preſſed the ſiege of 
Havre de Grace, which the latter had ceded to 
Elizabeth in return for her aid. The earl of 
Warwick commanded in that town a garriſon, of 
fix thouſand men; but his number*, which pro- 
miſed a vigorous and bloody reſiſtance, were 
| : . thinned 
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thinned by the rayages of a peſtilential dif 
and he was compelled to capitulate on the ho. 
nourable condition of retiring with the remnant 
of his forces. A final accommodation ſoon after 
took place between the two kingdoms ; the hoſ. 
tages which had been given for the reſtitution 
of Calais, were releaſed by the Engliſh for the 
| ſum of two hundred and twenty thouſand crowns, 
and each party was allowed to reſerve their claims 
and pretenſions to a more favourable opportu- 
| 8 e of her e over her 
ſon, and fearful of admitting the Prince of Con- 
de as her colleague in the adminiſtration, by the 
advice of the chancellor de l' Hoſpital ventured 
on a new and ſingular expedient; Charles had 
juſt entered his fourteenth year; but the edict of 
Charles the fifth had extended the regal minority 
until the king attained fourteen complete. In 
defiance of this edict the queen procured an act 
from the parliament of Rouen, which declared 
the minority of her fon expired ; the parliament 
of Paris at firſt rejected this innovation; but 
Charles himſelf reprimanded them in ſuch ſevere 
language for their Pn as reduced Ghent 
to compliance. We 
A. D. 564. Ever reſtleſs and WL Cathe- 


| Oy” rine . on Charles to under- 
take 
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take a progreſs through his dominions ; at Bay- 


onne he was met by his ſiſter the queen of Spain k 

attended by the duke of Alva; the interview 
laſted above three weeks; but while the hours of 
it ſeemed devoted to diſſipation and feſtivity, they 


were diligently improved by the queen-mocher 
in ſecret and frequent conferences with the duke 


of Alva for the extirpation of the reformed ; that 


nobleman, ftern and unrelenting, recommended 


meaſures the moſt ſanguinary and arbitrary; and 


unfortunately for France, his counſels made but 


too deep an ity ae on the mind of Cathe- 


tine. 

The conferences at ae were 
not ſo privately conducted, but that 
they reached the ears and awakened the jealou- 
ſies of the proteſtants. They beheld with diſ- 
truſt the ſeverity which the King of Spain diſ- 
played towards their brethren in the Netherlands, 
and with terror the. march of the duke of Alva 
through the countries of Burgundy and Lorrain. 
The edict which had been promulgated in their 


A. D. 1566. 


favour, was inceſſantly violated by the Catholic 
magiſtrates; they carried their complaints to the 


admiral and the prince of Conde ; the latter of 
theſe ſtill hoped to obtain the title of lieutenant 
general which the late king of Navarre had en- 


18 and both concurred in expreſſing their 
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: unwillingneſs to rekindle the flame of civil 
| commotion. For two years they repreſſed the 
zeal and ardour of their party; at length the 


prince of Conde perceived himſelf duped by the 
promiſe of an office, which the queen · mother 
deſigned for her ſecond and favourite ſon, Henry 
duke of Anjou; he received intelligence that 


the life of Coligni, and his own freedom, | were 


hourly menaced ; he liſtened to the bold and de- 


ciſive counſels of d' Andelot the brother of the ad- 
miral, and determined once ore to unſheath the 


— 5 

Though Fg 1 It the pro- 
teſtants had with reluctance conſented 
to light again the brand of diſcord, yet when 
once reſolved, their immediate meaſures proclaim- 
ed their lofty and enterpriſing genius. The court 


in perfect confidence repoſed at Monceaux; and 


the Hugonots might well hope, by one ſucceſsful 
blow, to render themſelves maſters of the king, 
his mother, and his miniſters; but Catherine had 
already received intimation of their deſigns ; ſhe 
retired haſtily with her ſori into the city of Meaux; 


and in conſequence of the advice of the cardinal 


of Lortain, determined to proceed with Charles to 


Paris. The youthful monarch, in the midſt of 


the Swiſs guards, in whoſe undaunted fidelity he 


n quitted Meaux by break of day. He 


had 
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had ſcarce advanced two leagues before the prince 
of Conde appeared in ſight with five hundred 
horſe. Montmorenoy, whoſe natural caution was 
increaſed by age, dreaded expoſing his ſovereign 
to the charge of ſo determined a body; after 

having repulſed the firſt attacks of the Hugonots, 
he ſent Charles forward by private roads, and 
eſcorted by two hundred cavalry to Paris; while 
the prince, ignorant that his royal prey had 
eſcaped, waſted his ſtrength in repeated and in- 
effectual attempts on the ſteady valour of the 
Swiſs, | | 

To a train of deluſive negociations ſucceeded 

the open operations of war; with ſcarce three 

thouſand ſoldiers, the prince of Conde ſurpriſed 
the town of St. Denys, and intercepted the ſup- 
plies of the capital. The conſtable Montmorency 
was urged by the tumultuous clamours of the 
Parifians, to deliver them from the inconvenien- 
cies of a ſiege by a deciſive action. He marched 
forth at the head of near twenty thouſand men, 
and the Hugonots did not ſhun the encounter with 
| the ſuperior numbers of their enemies. With un- 
daunted reſolution they ſuſtained the conflict for 
above three hours; the conſtable himſelf was 
thrown to the ground, and mortally wounded: by 

Robert Stuart; yet the intrepid veteran, at the 

age of ſeventy- mY while falling, ſtruck his ad- 
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verſary with fo much violence with the pllithet of 
his ſword, as to beat out ſeveral of his teeth, and 
to fracture his jaw-bone. Montmorency was 
reſcued by his ſecond ſon Henry d'Amville ; and 


of their enemies, retired under cover of the night, 
The conſtable by his weeping kinſman was car. 


the laſt moments of a life, invariably loyal, 
were confoled by the 1 ang and tears of his 


ſovereign. 


even attempted to poſſeſs themſelves of the ſub- 
with Caſimir, the ſon of the elector palatine, who 


one of their ableſt chieftains, erected their banner 


the Proteſtants, overwhelmed by the multitude 


ried off the field, and conveyed to Paris; and 


A.D. 1567, The evening after the bartle of St. 
1568. Denys, the Proteſtants were reinforced 
by d'Andelot, who had been prevented from 


1 joining his friends before, by the deſtroction of 


the bridges over the Seine. Encouraged by his 
ſupport, the army, ſo lately vanquiſhed, reſumed 
its former ſtation, blocked up the capital, and 


urbs ; they were repulſed at length; and retiring 
ſlowly before the royal forces, effected a junction 


led to their aſſiſtance a body of Germans. Ro- 
chelle declared for the reformed; and la Noue, 


on the walls of Orleans; the valour of the young 
duke of Guiſe repelled them, indeed, from Sens; 


but the * of Conde, immediately after that 
muſcar- 


office of conſtable was vacant ; and the 
king, jealous of his authority, coldly rejected the 
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miſcarriage, inveſted Chamtres. While he yet 
remained before the city, doubtful of the event of 
the enterpriſe, terms of accommodation were pro- 
poſed; the inability of the prince to ſatisfy the 
demands of his German auxiliaries, induced him 
to accept them ; and, from the mutual fear and 

diſtreſſes of the contending parties, a treaty was 


ſubſcribed, ſimilar to the former, and which was 


rather a apentia of hoſtilities than a renewal of 


peace. 


By the 4 of Montmorency, the ks 1568; 


different ſolicitations of his aſpiring courtiers. 
Even the importunities of Catherine for her fa- 


vourite ſon Henry were, on this occafion, . inef- 


fectual, and I want no perſon to carry my 
* ſword; I am well able to carry it myſelf ;” 
was the expreſſive reply of Charles. As the cha- 
racter of the youthful monarch began with his 
years to unfold itſelf, he diſplayed an ardent thirſt 
of glory, a-mind bold and penetrating, and a mu- 
nificence truly royal: but theſe qualities were dark- 
ened by an education vicious and corrupt. The 
mareſchal de, Retz had taught him to intermingle 
his converſation with the moſt blaſphemous im- 


Precations; and Catherine had early trained him 
in the arts of difimulation, ſo fatal to his honour 


Os - 37.7 
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and repoſe; though he ſtill perſevered i in refuſing 
the ſword of conſtable, the influence of the queen- 

mother obtained the poſt of lieutenant-general of 
the kingdom for the duke of Anjou, then 3 
ſixteen years of age. 

The Hugonots ſoon were 0 Low little 
they could confide in the proteſtations of Cathe- 
rine ; each ſtipulation of the late treaty was inſult- 
ingly violated ; and a ſcheme was laid to ſurpriſe 
the prince of Conde, and the admiral, then at 

N oyers, in Burgundy, a caftle belonging to the 
former. With a ſlender eſcort, and incumbered 
by a timid and feeble train of women and chil- 
dren, the two celebrated leaders of the Proteſtants 
were compelled to ſeek their ſafety by flight ; they 
eluded'the numerous detachments of their enemies, 
traverſed, favoured by an unuſual drought, the 
river Loire, and, after EI 1 arrived 
at Rochelle. 

Jo that city the ſcattered iges from every 
quarter haſtily repaired ; among the reſt Jane, 

queen of Navarre, appeared with her infant ſon 

Henry, deſtined to be the future ſupport and glory 
of France. The hoſtile deſigns of the court were 
open and undiſguiſed. The chancellor de I'Hol- 
pital, too virtuous for a corrupt adminiſtration, was 

diſmiſſed from I office, and the ſeals were be- 
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HISTORY OF FRANCE. uw M; 
goted Catholic. The duke of Anjou, aided by 
the experience of the mareſchal Tavannes, af- 

| ſumed the command of the royal army; while 
the prince of Conde; ſupplied 'with ammunition 
and money by Elizabeth, whoſe intereſt. induced 
her to overlook the late levity of the reformed, 
took the field, and marched to Soiſſons; the vi- 
cinity of the hoſtile armies daily promiſed a de- 
ciſive action, but the ſeverity of the ſeaſon com- 
pelled them mutually to retire into winter quar- 
ters. . | 

That enmity which had ſlept during $A W | 
winter, was. arouſed on the return of 
ſpring. The royal forces rapidly advanced to pre- 
vent the prince from effecting a junction with the 
reinforcements that he expected from Germany. 
In the province of Angoumois, on the banks of 
the river Charentè, the Proteſtants were overtaken 
and ſurpriſed by the ſuperior numbers of their 
enemies. The prince of Conde, in a moment, 
gave an order and a field of battle to his troops. 

From a former wound, when the action began, 
his arm was in a ſcarf, and as he marched up to the 
attack, the horſe of his brother-in-law, the count 
of Rochefoucault, reared, . and broke his leg; 
yet, ſuperior to this painful accident, with an 
undaunted , countenance, he thus addreſſed his 
followers : © Nobility of France, know, that the 
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« prince of Conde, with an arm in a ſcarf, and 4 
leg broke, fears not to give battle, fince you 
ce attend him.” The village of Jarnac has been 
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rendered memorable by the courage and conſtancy 
with which the Hugonots diſputed the day ; Co- 


ligni and d'Andelot, Montgomery and” Rochefou- 


cault, tranſpierced the thickeſt ranks, and vied 
with each other in perſonal prowels ; they were at 
length compelled to quit the field with a ſigh of 


indignation and deſpair. The prince of Conde, 


alone incapable of flight, covered with wounds, 
and exhauſted with fatigue, was ſurrounded and . 
taken priſoner. Thoſe to whom he had yielded 


his ſword, had ſeated him at the foot of a tree 
when Monteſquiou, ca captain of the duke of Anjou's 
guards, rode up, and being informed who he was, 


diſcharged a ball into his head, which inftancly 
killed him. | 
Such was the fate of Lewis prince of Conds, 
and the manner of his death, after the heat of 
action was paſt, has affixed an indelible ſtain on 
the character of the duke of Anjou, who was ſup- 


poſed to have authoriſed the barbarous deed of 
Monteſquiou. His body, thrown on an aſs, was 


carried to the caſtle of Jarnac, and after being 


_ Expoſed to the view of the victorious army, was 
da ivered to the duke of Longueville, his brother- 


* | | in⸗ 


— 
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in- law, who interred it with choſe of his anceſtors 
at Vendoſme. + 

Perhaps the inſtigators of this nen alain. 
tion might vainly hope, that with the life of the 
prince, the ſpirit and fortune of the Hugonot party 
would be extinguiſhed ; but the fortitude of Co- 
ligni ſoon compelled them to renounce the flatter- 
ing expectation; inured to adverſity, and fertile 
in reſources, with the remnants of his broken forces 
he purſued his rout to St. John d' Angeli, and 
thence retired into Poitou; the queen of Navarre 
ſoon joined him with whatever troops ſhe could 
collect, and preſented to the army her young ſon 
Henry, who was received by the acclamations of 
the Proteſtants, and declared general, with his 
couſin the young prince of Condè; but while the 
names of theſe royal youths added luſtre to the 
cauſe, the hopes and confidence of the party reſted 
on the approved abilities and inflexible 1 integrity 5 | 
the admiral. 

Though deprived of the ade valour of his 
brother ' d'*Andelot, who expired of a peſtilential 
fever at Saintes, Coligni again took the field, ef- 
fected a junction with count Mansfeldt, and the 
German auxiliqries, and engaged the Catholic 


forces in a ſucceſsful ſkirmiſh ; while the count 


de Montgomery reduced the province of Bearn, 


and extended his gs into Languedoc. 
. Encou- 
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Encouraged by theſe advantages, the admiral un- 
= dertook the ſiege of Poitiers; but the young duke 
_ . ol Guile, emulous of his father's fame, threw him. 
i ſelf into the town. His reſolute courage, andthe 

near approach of the duke of Anjou induced Co- 
ligni to relinquiſh the hopeleſs enterpriſe; and a 
few / days afterwards the clamours of his German 
allies, whoſe demands he was incapable of ſatis-. 
fying, cofnpelie n bim to hazard the battle of Mont- 
concqurt. 55 
The victory was diſputed by the aug armies 
| with incredible obſtinacy; and it was not till after 
ſeveral hours, that the numbers of the Catholics, 
and the ſuperior diſcipline of the Swiſs, triumphed 
over the perſevering zeal of their adverſaries. The 
admiral, in the beginning of the action, had been 
wounded by a piſtol ball, which beat out four of 
his teeth, and broke his jaw ; yet he continued gal- 
lantly fighting to the laſt; his voice ſpent, and 
covered with {ſweat and blood, attended only by 
three hundred horſe, and accompanied by the 
king of Navarre and the. prince of Conde, he 
gained Parthenai, about ſix leagues from the field 
of battle. 

The victorious army, inſtead of i their 
Aying enemies, laid fiege to St. John d'Angel: ; 
f and the reſiſtance they encountered in that enter- 
8 ; prife, affoved, the. admiral time to re-unite -his 
428 ſcattered 
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ſcattered forces. He diſpatched meſſengers into 
England, Switzerland, and the German ſtates, to 
announce his perilous condition, and to demand, 
in the common cauſe of religion, an immediate 
ſupply of troops and money. The king of Na- 
varre and the prince of Condè joined Montgo- 
mery in Bearn, and brought that chief to the ſuc- 
cour of the admiral. The port of Rochelle, which 
the Catholics had blocked up, was opened by Sore, | 
a pirate of Dieppe; and la Noue, in that neigh- 
bourhood, by ſeveral ſucceſsful enterpriſes, ex- 
tended the quarters of his party. Yet to join the 
forces which Coligni expected from Germany, it 
was ſtill neceſſary to traverſe the greateſt part of 
France; and the admiral, undiſmayed by the in- 
| clemency of winter, by the conſiderable rivers 
which interſected his courſe, by the numerous 
forces of the Catholics ſtationed to intercept him, | 
aſſembled his, adherents at Saintes, and, accompa- | 
nied by the king of Navarre and the prince of 
Conde, began a march, which muſt ever rank his 
name among the moſt celebrated commanders. 

Charles himſelf, inflamed with military ardor, 
and jealous of the fame of his brother Henry, 
had joined his army before St. John d' Angeli; 
yet that city continued to withſtand the aſſaults 
of the beſiegers for above two months; nor did 
the governor coriſent to treat, till the garriſon 
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had totally exhauſted their proviſions ; even then 
he obtained honourable conditions, and was per- 
mitted to- march out with one hundred . horſe and 


eight hundred foot. The king himſelf, after tak- 


ing poſſeſſion of the place, could ſcarce be per- 
ſuaded from following the rout of Coligni; but 
was at length induced to relinquiſh the deſign by 
the remonſtrances of the mareſchal de Tavannes, 
who repreſented to him the danger of undertaking 
any new N at ſo ee a ſeaſon of the 


1 ae admiral directed bs courſe 
along Gaſcony; during the ſeverity 
of the winter he remained near the ſhore of the 


Mediterranean in the vicinity of Narbonne; with 
the return of ſpring he traverſed Languedoc, 


aſcended the Rhone, and aſter pillaging above 
fifty, and ranſoming an hundred places, he con- 
ducted his followers into the heart, of Burgundy. 
At Arnai le Duc he was oppoſed by the mareſ- 
chal de Coſſe, who had obtained the ſupreme 
command of the royal forces on the indiſpoſition 
of the duke of Anjou. The Hugonots, without 
cannon, without ammunition, and ſcarcely amount- 
ing to four thouſand men, inſpired with the 
dauntleſs ſpirit of their leader, heſitated not to 


attack ten thouſand Catholics, inured to war, 


and protected by a formidable train of artillery; 
their 
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ir cavalry, compoſed of gentlemen, and com- 
manded by princes, ſoon routed the adverſe 
ſquadrons of the mareſchal, and reſtraining their 
ardour prudently returned to the ſupport of their 
infantry. The admiral, content with this advan- 
tage, quitted the field, eluded the efforts of his 
antagoniſts, and menaced by his ſubſequent mo- 
tions the tranquillity of the capital; when the 
welcome ſound of peace relieved the Pariſians 
from their fears, and the proteſtants from that 
diſtreſs which nothing but the high military ta- 
Jents of Coligni could have ſupported. o 
Ihe articles of this new treaty were ſigned at 
St. Germain en Laye, and were as favourable to 
the reformed as their moſt zealous partizans could 
wiſh. The edicts in their favour were confirmed, 
they were reſtored to all their employments and 
dignities, and were permitted to retain poſſeſſion 7 
for two years of Rochelle, La Charite, Montau- 
ban, and Coignac.- . Terms ſo highly advanta- 
geous might well excite the doubrs of the moſt 
cautious ; but the king himſelf affected ſo warm 
_ a diſpoſition to eſtabliſh tranquillity, and main- 
tained ſo. reſerved a countenance to the Guiſes, 
as effectually diffipated all ſuſpicions, and en- 
tangled the Proteſtants in the fatal net which the 
artful genius of Catherine had woven for their de- 
ſtruction. | 
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Convinced at length of the impracticability of 


extirpating the calviniſts by open force, ſhe con- 
cealed under the moſt flattering appearances, the 


moſt perfidious deſigns; and Charles, who ſtill re. 
garded with implacable reſentment the attempt 


of the Hugonots to ſurprize him at Meaux, too 


readily yielded his conſent to the dark and ſan- 
guinary ſyſtem. Each day ſeemed to afford ſome 
new proof of his averſion to the Guiſes, and his 
repſect for the reformed. To ſtrengthen the uni- 
on of the two parties he propoſed the marriage of 
his ſiſter Margaret with the king of Navarre; be 
himſelf had before in vain offered to the queen 
of England; and ſoon aſter united himſelf to the 
archducheſs Elizabeth, daughter of the emperor 
Maximilian the Second; an amiable princeſs, 
who with the hand, obtained not the heart of 
her royal conſort, which had been long engaged to 
his miſtreſs the beautiful Mary Touchet. 1 
A. D. 2571. France for two years was permitted 

157²· to taſte the bleſſings of tranquillity; yet 


: even during that interval the diſtruſt of the Hugo- 


nots was excited by the myſterious death of the 
queen of Navarre, and public rumour attributed 


her fate to poiſon, and the practices of Catherine. 
Her deceaſe ſcarce interrupted the preparations for 


the marriage of the princeſs Margaret with Henry 


of Navarre; for their union Gregory the Third 


had 
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had granted a diſpenſation ; yet even this mark of 
the fincerity of Charles did not entirely vanquiſh 
che ſufpicions of Coligni; and to allure him from 
his retreat of Chatillon, a new artifice was adopted, 
and open hoſtilities were commenced againſt Phi- 
lip of Spain, whoſe perſecuting ſpirit had com- 
pelled the reformed of the N etherlands OOF to 
erect the ſtandard of revolt. 

To extend the glory of his country, to vindi- 
cate from oppreſſion the tenets of his religion, 
were the honourable objects of the admiral's am- 
bition. He liſtened with pleaſure to the offer of 
commanding the forces deſigned for Flanders; 
the remonſtrances of the Rochellers were van- 
quiſhed by the repreſentations, of Lewis of Naſ- 
ſau, a zealous Proteſtant, and who had been re- 
ceived by the king of France with uncommon 
diſtinction, and Coligni, overwhelmed by impor- 
tunities, and yielding againſt his better reaſon, ar- 
rived at Paris, accompanied by a prodigious train 
of the Hugonot nobility, and followed by the 
young king of Navarre. 

Every teſtimony of the rink reſpeaul and 
cordial friendſhip was ſtudiouſly conferred on the 
calviniſt nobles, and their leader; the nuptials 
of the king of Navarre with the princeſs Marga- 
ret were ſolemnized with royal magnificence 


thoſe of Henry | prince of Conde with Mary of 
- e | Cleves 
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Cleves ſeethed deſigned to extinguiſh | the en- 
mity of the two families of Bourbon and Lor- 
rain; and every thing beſpake the ardent de- 
fire of the king to maintain the public; tran- 
quillity. Yct amidſt theſe external demonſtra- 
tions of amity, Coligni was repeatedly warned 
that Catherine and her ſon nouriſhed ſome dark 
and fatal ſcheme of revenge ; but with that great- 
neſs of mind that characteriſed him he replied, 
that he would rather ſuffer himſelf to be dragged 
through the ſtreets of Paris, than renew the horrors 
of a civil war and plunge his unhappy country 
into new calamities. The -mareſchal de Mont- 
morency, who inherited his father the conſtable's 


| caution, but profeſſed the doctrines of the reform- 


ed, under pretence of indiſpoſition obtained leave 
to retire to his caſtle of Chantilli, and eſcaped the 


perfidious artifices of Catherine, and the deadly 


hatred of the houſe of Guile. 
As a prelude to the fatal maſſacre of St. Bartho- 


lomew, it had been determined immediately to 


venture on the aſſaſſination of the admiral.. As 
he ſlowly returned from the palace of the Louvre 
to his own houſe, engaged in the peruſal of ſome 
papers, he was wounded by two balls; one broke 
the fore finger of his right hand, the other lodged 
in his left arm near the elbow. Without betray- 


* ing any emotion, he calmly Pointed to houſe 


whence | 


* 
I 
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whence the ſhor. came, but the aſſaſſin had already 
eſcaped by a poſtern door, and Coligni was con- 
veyed home by his mournful attendants; the king 

received the news with the moſt furious indigna- 
tion, exclaiming with his uſual . imprecations, 
«© Shall I never be at peace? What always new 
i; troubles ! » He inſtantly quitted the game at 
tennis at which he was engaged, and repaired to 
the admiral's apartment, whom he affected to con- 
ſole with profeſſions of 1 and menen, of 
denten wy 

It is probable that the cuſpicions « of Coligni 
were not allayed by the affected warmth of the 
king, and as ſoon as his health enabled him to 
ſapport the fatigue of a removal, that he would 
have quitted a perfidious court and an hoſtile 
capital. Charles and Catherine were both ſenfible 
that their diſſimulation could not avail them much 
longer, and they were apprized of the reſolution of 
the Hugonots to avenge by arms the injuries of 
their chief. The apprehenſions of the admiral's 
eſcape quickened their determinations ; and the 
king at length gave his conſent to involve the re- 
formed in one promiſcuous carnage ; at the ſame 
time adding with his cuſtomary oaths— ſince it is 
* to be done, take care that not one eſcapes to re- 
« proach me ;” the duke of Guiſe, as animated 
_ a OT deteſtation of Coligni, wham he 
conſidered 


words, young man, reſpect theſe grey hairs, nor 
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conſidered as his father 8 murderer, was pines 
to direct the inhuman ſlaughter, and the ſignal was 


208 


to he made by ſtriking the great bell of the palace. 


At that dreadful knell the work of death was be. 
gun, and humanity recoils from the horrors of the 
fatal night of St. Bartholomew ; yet the reader may 
expect amidſt the general carnage that ſome few 
moments ſhould be devoted to the fate of Coligni. 
He had long retired to reſt, when he was arouzed 
by the noiſe of the aſſaſſins who had ſurrounded 
his houſe. A German named Beſme entered his 


chamber, and the admiral apprehending his inten- 
tions, prepared to meet death with that fortitude 


which had ever diſtinguiſhed him. Incapable of 
reſiſtance from his late wounds, with an undiſ- 
mayed countenance, he had ſcarce uttered the 


« ſtainthem with blood,” when Beſme plunged his 


| ſword into his boſom, and with his barbarous aſſo- 


-ciates threw the body into the court. The duke of 
Guiſe contemplated it in filence ; but Henry, count 
d' Angouleſme, natural brother to Charles, ſpurned 
it with his foot, exclaiming, Courage, my friends, 
ce we have begun well, let us Ban in the ſame 
«© manner.” 

During ſeveral days chat the maſſacre was con- 
tinued above five thouſand proteſtants are ſup- 


wy to have fallen victims. to the Toys fury 
W = TO 


o 
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of the Catholics ; among theſe the moſt illuſtrious 
were, the count de la Rochefocault and Teligni, 
who had married the daughter of the admiral, 
The count de Montgomery, and the vidame of 
Chartres, with near a hundred gentlemen who 
lodged to the ſouth of the river Seine, eſcaped on 
horſeback half naked ; they were purſued and 
overfaken by the duke of Guiſe, V cut in pieces 
the greateſt part of them; only the two chiefs, 
with about ten of their followers, reached the coaſt 
of Normandy, and thence eroſſed over to England. 
The duke of Guiſe himſelf, in his own palace, 
preſerved above an hundred of the Calviniſts with 
intent to attach them to his perſon; and Biron, : 


who afterwards diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the reign 


of Henry the Fourth, ſheltered in the arfenal, and 
protected by his cannon thoſe who were fo for- 
tunate as to be en . his _ and 2 
herents. A 
Henry king of pavers; who had been but fix 
days married to the princeſs Margaret, and his 
couſin the young prince of Conde, wete exempted 
from the general deſtruction, and brought be- 
fore Charles, who with menaces and i imprecations 
commanded them to abjure their religion. The 
king of Navarre obeyed, but the prince ſtill hefi- 
ating, Charles, in a tranſport of rage; exclaimed, 
* death, maſs, or the baſtile !” This violence 
vor. It. : P van- 


— 
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vanquiſhed the fortitude of the prince, who appl. 
rently reconciled himſelf to the eſtabliſhed church, 
and received abſolution in the pepe 8 name from 
his unele the cardinal of Bourbon. 
Ihe ſame orders which had deluged 1 caphal 
with blood, were but too faithfully obeyed in the 
cities of Lyons, Orleans, Rouen, Bourges, An- 
gers, and, Thoulouſe; but in Provence the re- 
formed were preſerved by Claude de Savoye, 
count de Tende; De Gorges 1 in Dauphine, the 
mareſchal de Matignon i in Alengon ; and the bi- 
ſhop of Lizieux in his dioceſe ; all extended to 
them their, rotection: but above the reſt the an- 
ſpwer of vil dunt Ortez to his ſovereign has juſtly 
been celebrated: Sire, I have received the letter 
_ © enjoining to the inhabitants of Bayonne à maſ- 
« ſacre of the Hugonots ; your majeſty has many 
cc faithful ſervants in this city, but not one execu- 
cc tioner.” Vet theſe inſtances of generous hu- 
manity were but few, and it is ſuppoſed throughout 
the kingdom of France that ceny fe thouſand 
| Proteſtants periſhed. _ | 
A » 8 Ifhe condutt of the king was markel 
15 11 with an bonourable reluctance previous 
to the commencement of the maſſacre, during the 


execution of it he not only enjoyed the bloc 
: ſpectacle from the windows of his palace, but is 
| ſaid n * to have mu -upon the 


. miſerable 
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miſerable fugitives. - But he was ſoon taught how 
difficult it is to eradicate the principles of religion; 
and perſecution ſeemed only to have confirmed the 
zeal of the Proteſtants. Rochelle, the grand aſy- 
lum of calviniſm, ſhut its gates againſt the royal 
forces, commanded by the duke of Anjou. It re- 
ſiſted with firmneſs the repeated attacks of the be- 
ſiegers; and the mind of Charles was juſtly filled 
with anxiety for the event, when he underſtood 
that his youngeſt brother, Francis, duke of Alen- 
con, bold, turbulent, and faithleſs, had united him- 
felf in a ſecret league with the king of Navarre: 
He now began to awake from that guilty delirium 
into which the counſels of his mother had plunged | 
him; and while he ſurveyed the dreary proſpect 
around him, ; * found the infidelity of his ſub- 
He wk eh Ae of the A of Ah as 
he was diſtruſtful of the duke of Alengon, and he 
received with ſatisfaction the envoys which called 
the former to the throne of Poland. The ſiege of 
Rochelle had been but little advanced, the hopes 
of the Proteſtants throughout the kingdom were 
once more revived, and Charles embraced the 
pretence afforded. by the elevation of his brother, 
to conclude a new treaty with the reformed, 
ſcarce leſs favourable to them Ts: the three : py | 


. | | 
55 2 1 - Bur | 
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But the duke of Anjou regarded bis election to 
the crown of Poland in a very different light from 
Charles; he plainly perceived the health of that 
monarch daily declined, and he was unwilling to 
hazard his ſucceſſion to the fertile realm of France, 
to reign over a barbarous and turbulent people. 
His unwillingneſs to depart was increaſed by a 
violent affection which he had conceived for Mary 
of Cleves, the conſort of the prince of Conde, 
His delay at length arouſed the ſuſpicion and anger 
of the king, and he was conſtrained to ſet out with 
the myſterious aſſurance of Catherine that bs ab- 

lence ſhould not be long. 

4 AD. "504 The {mall remnant t of cke reign of 
5 0 was afflicted by civil commo- 
dow, an fraternal diſcord. The confederacy of 

the duke of Alengon with the king of Navarre, 

reſtored: the courage of the Hugonots; and la 

None and Montgomery reaſſembled their diſmayed 

and ſcattered party. But the meaſures of Francis 

and Henry were detected by the vigilance of Ca- 
therine, their perſons were cloſely guarded, and 
they wede ſeverely examined in the preſence of the 
king himſelf. The mareſchal de Montmorenci 
and de Caſsè were arreſted as their accomplices ; 

_ and the count de Montgomery, inveſted in Dom- 
front, vas compelied to ſurrender by the mareſ 
chal de gan” os his capitulation he had 
4 > cms 
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ſti pulated for his life ; but Catherine, after the 
death of Charles, paid little regard to the conven- 
tion, and ſacrificed On to the memory of N 


the Second. 


The detection of ſecret conſpiracy, the defeat of 
open revolt, could not check the progreſs of dif- 
caſe which with rapid ſtrides preſſed towards the 
 diffolution of the king. Ever fince the fatal maſ- 
ſacre of St. Bartholomew, his countenance had 
been marked with a ſettled gloom, and his-mind 
had been torn by contending paſſions. He had 
been deeply affected by the late intrigues of his 
brother the duke of Alengon, and the king of 
Navarre ; and though he hated the Hugonots, he 
equally dreaded the aſpiring families of Guife and 
| Montmorenci. Awakened to the ignominy with 
which the perfidious counſels of Catherine hatl ob- 
ſcured his fame, he was determined in future to 
reign independent and alone; but theſe reſolu- 
tions were unfortunately adopted too late for the 
tranquillity of France. Every day proclaimed 
ſome new and fatal ſymptom ; a flow and internal 
fever exhauſted his ſtrength, and blood oozed even 
out of the pores of his ſkin. A diſorder fo ſtrange 
and unprecedented, recalled to the minds of the 
people the ſuſpicious expreſſions of Catherine 
when ſhe parted with her favourite ſon the king of 


Poland. But from this crime it is more than pro- 
| Ee bable 
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bable the queen-mother was free, and the fate of 
Charles may be aſcribed to that violence which was 
diſplayed, in his converſation, his manners, and 
his exerciſes. His conſtitution, however ſtrong, 
was unequal to the conſtant exertion ; and in the 
twenty-third year of his age he yielded up his life 
and crown. His laſt, hours were employed with 
dignity and compoſure ; ; he recommended to thoſe 
around him to preſerve their fidelity to the king 
of Poland ; he obliged all preſent to take an oath 
of obedience to Catherine during the abſence of 
Henry; ; and he expired at the moment when hib 
penetration, his judgement, and his experience, 
might have remedied the evils in which the evil 
Po of his mother had involved! his country. | 
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REGENCY OF THE QUEEN-MOTHER——ACCESSION 
OF HENRY THE THIRD—WAR WITH THE HV- 


' GONOTS—EXPEDITION OF THE DUKE or AN- 
jou ix FLANDERS——HIS ATTEMPT ON CAM- 


BRAY —EIS RETREAT AND DEATH —SEDITI- 
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A JANET FRIAR, 


CHaRr Es, by his widow Elizabeth, 
left only one daughter, who ſurvived” 


him about four years, and Elizabeth herſelf re- 
tired into the dominions of her father the emperor 


Maximilian; while Catherine aſſuming the power 


uhich the deceaſed monarch's laſt words had 
conferred on her, diſplayed thoſe abilities which, 
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aroſe in proportion to the emergency of hee fity- 


ation. She cloſely guarded the king of Navarre, 


and the duke of Alengon, with the mareſchals de 


Montmorenci and de. Cofle ; ſhe negociated a 


. truce with the Hugonots, raiſed new levies among 


the Swiſs and Germans, dif] patched repeated meſ- 


ſengers to haſten the journey. of the king of Po- 
land, and, impatient of . nad aut for the city 


of Lyons to meet him. | 

On receiving the welcome news of his MIS $ 
deceaſe, Henry ſecretly. quitted Poland, and haſtily 
fled from the throne to which he had been ſo lately 


. 


elected; before the tidings were mublickly known, 
or his deſigns could be impeded, he reached the 
frontiers of Germany, and was entertained at 
Vienna by Maximilian with imperial magnifi- 


cence ; thence he directed his courſe through the 


territories of the Venetians, reſted a few days in 


Turin; and in a little more than three months 
from the death of Charles, embraced his mother 


at Lyons, and received from her haads the reins of 


gover nment. 


In his early youth vos bad di played 5 


promiſe of uncommon abilities; his manners 
were inſinuating, his perſon graceful, his counte- 
nance beautiful; and his people regarded with the 
moſt partial expectations the hero of Jarnac and 


Miaacontour ; ; but the meridian of bis fame was 


ill 


/ 
_ 


e 


* 


+ Eo Ys 
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ll calculated to correſpond with the luſtre of his 
dawning glory, and his ſubjects ſoon diſcerned a 
monarch, irreſolute, inconſtant, indolent, and vo- 
luptuous; mingling devotion with ſenſuality, and 
alternately governed by the licentious minions of 
his court, or by bigoted prieſts who aſſumed the 
direction of his conſcience. + ny 
Though he releaſed from confinement the king 
of Navarre, and his brother the duke of Alengon, 
he ſtill continued to obſerve their ſteps with the 
moſt - vigilant jealouſy ; but the cares of govern- . 
ment were only conſidered ſecondary to thoſe of 
love; his paſſion for the princeſs of Condè blazed 
forth with increaſe of violence. Reaſon, decency, 
and honour, in vain oppoſed its progreſs, and 
Henry was already determined to diffolve the 
marriage of Mary with the prince of Condè, and 
to raiſe her to his bed and throne, when his de- 
ſigns were broken by the unexpected ſtroke of 
death; that princeſs, in the pride of beauty and 
the flower of youth ſuddenly expired; while the 
royal lover, devoting: himſelf to all the luxury of 
ſorrow, atteſted the ardour of his affection, by re- 
maining ſeveral days inſenſible to the language 
of conſolation, and obſtinately n whatever 
food was offered him. 
From this trance he was avakined by the re- 
n of his miniſters, and the firſt act of 
on | ſove- 
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ſovereignty was to reſtore to the duke of Savoy 


ſeveral places which the French till retained i in 
Piedmont. But the impolicy of this meaſure was 


forgotten in the ſuperior imprudence of his reſo- 
lution to proſecute the war againſt the Hugonots. 


The cardinal of Lorrain, whoſe fatal counſels in- 


fluenced the irreſolute mind of Henry, ſurvived 
not 'to behold the ſcenes of ſlaughter which he 


had planned; and mareſchal d Amville, informed 


of the royal determination, boldly erected the 


ftandard of oppoſition, and ſupported in Langue - 


doc the principles of calviniſm. The prince of 
Conde previous to the death of Charles the Ninth, 


| had efcaped to Straſburgh, and abjured the Catho- 


lic religion ; he now returned to join the forces of 
the confederates ; while the duke of Alencon, in- 


flamed by wild ambition, deſerted the « court and 


armed againſt his brother. 

Amidſt the ſtorms which Generel 
his throne on every fide, the king was 
crowned at Rheims by the cardinal of Guiſe, and 
the next day beſtowed his hand on Loviſa, 


daughter to the count of Vaudemont, of the 


houſe of Lorrain. The war with the Proteſtants 


was maintained with various ſucceſs. The duke 


of Guiſe acquired freſh laurels by the defeat of a 


_ conſiderable body of German auxiliaries; but 


Leſdiguieres eſtabliſhed himſelf in Dauphine, and 


— 


5 
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the - Moen; alarms; at his progreſs,” re- 
leaſed the mareſchals de Coſſe and Montmorency, 
and prevailed on the latter to negociate a truce. 
It was concluded for ſix months only, and the 
towns of Niort, Saumur, la Charite, Meſieres, 
St. Jean d' Angeli, and Coignac, were ſurrendered 
to the reformed, as pledges for their ſecurity ; 
while Henry endured a freſh mortification from 
abroad, by the determination of the Poliſh diet to 
cliuſe a new ſovereign, and to place the crown on 
the head of the prince of Tranſylvania, _ 

In the late commotions, the king of , 
Navarre had affected to remain an un- 5 1 
concerned ſpectator; he now ſeized the favour- | 
able mament of flight, eſcaped to his government 
of Guienne, and openly profeſſed again the tenets 
of calviniſm ; the duke of Alengon again reſumed 
his intrigues ; the prince of Conde appeared at 
the head of a numerous body of Germans; and 
the boundleſs ambition of the duke of Guiſe, 
who commanded the Catholic army, was equally 
formidable to Henry with the daring defigns of 
the confederates. Thus alike fearful of vic- | 
tory, or defeat, he ſubſcribed a peace, by which 
the reformed were allowed the free exerciſe of 
their religion, with the reſtriction of not preach- 
ing within two miles of Paris, or any place where 
| the court reſided ; chambers of juſtice were erect- 
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ed in every parliament, conſiſting of equal nutn- 
bers of Catholics and Proteſtants, the memory of 
Coligni and his affociates were honourably re- 
ſtored, and the ſafety of the Hugonots was con- 
firmed by the ceſſion of eight fortified towns. 

To gratify his brother, the king had ceded to 
him the countries of Anjou, Touraine, and Berri, 
with the title of duke of the former; the prince 

of Condè was to have the government of Picardy; 
: Leſdiguieres and d'Amville in Dauphinè and 
Languedoc aſſumed an haughty independency; 
the Germans, raiſed by prince Caſimir, were per- 
_ mitted to live at free quarters in the biſhopric of 
Langres; and Henry beheld, with indignation, 
great part of his dominions parcelled out amongſt 
his Proteſtant ſubjects, and their formidable allics ; 
but a more fatal blow to his authority originated 
in the jealouſy of the Catholics, who, irritated by 
the late favourable conditions granted to the cal- 
viniſts, formed themſelves into a league, and 
choſe as their protectors the pope and the king of 
Spain. Henry, though ſenſible of the melan- 
choly degradation, by the advice of his miniſters, 
declared himſelf the head of this aſſociation, and 
by the importunities of the leaguers was ſoon 
compelled to n the one edict of 6 
tion. | | 
| . While 
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While the king was immerſed in ſen- A. D. 2% 
ſual enjoyments, his ſubject experienced 37 
all the miſeries which attend a weak and divided 
adminiſtration. The religious enmity of the Ca- 
tholics and Hugonots was repeatedly ſuſpended 
by treaties, which as they were made without 
faith, were broken without heſitation. But amidſt 
che ſcenes of dark intrigue. and open violence, 
which for three ſucceſſive years diſhonoured and 
afflicted the kingdom, the virtues of the young 
king of Navarre attained to maturity, and burſt 
forth with an increaſe of luſtre which eclipſed his 
rivals, dazzled the eyes of the beholdeis, and 
confirmed the hopes of the Calviniſts, whoſe 
religious tenets he profeſſed. In the treaty of 
Nerac, he had baffled the artifices of the wily 
Catherine ; and on the ſubſequent violation of that 
treaty, he ſurprized the town of Cahors; forced 
open the gates; and though the governor, with 
undaunted courage, maintained, during five days, 
an obſtinate and unprecedented conflict in the 
ſtreets, the valour of the king of Navarre tri- 


| umphed over every difficulty, and planted at laſt 


the banners of his puny on the rack of that 
ys | 180 | 
It was not alone in France that 1 ran- 
cour had kindled the flames of civil war. The 


gloomy —_ was beheld with horror through the. 
N an 
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Nerherlands ; E 


and the unrelenting Philip, ſe- 
conded by the zeal of the duke of Alva, had in- 
volved numbers of his Flemiſh ſubjects in exile, 
torture, and death. The illuſtrious birth and 
memorable ſervices of the counts Egmont and 
Horn could not preſerve them from an ignomini- 
ous fate; and the prince of Orange only eſcaped 
the perfidy of his ſovereign, and the ſtroke of the 
executioner, by an baſty- retreat into Germany. 
He ſoon returned to arouſe his countrymen to the 
defence of their civil and religious freedom; and 
the Flemings, oppreſſed by the ſuperior forces of 
Spain, ſought new reſources in foreign alliances, 
and addreſſed themſelves to the duke of Anjou. 
The ſovereignty of the Low Countries was too 
ſplendid an allurement to be reſiſted by a prince 
vain, raſh, and ambitious ; his ardour, at the ſame 
time, was inflamed by the hopes of obtaining the 
hand of Elizabeth; and the queen of England, 
defirous of reſiſting the tyranny of Philip, yet cau- 
tious of committing herſelf to open hoſtilities, em- 
braced the opportunity, by the moſt flattering de- 
_ clarations, of exciting the abe of "on to this * 
fence of the Flemings. - 
But before the duke 140 a in 
this enterpriſe, it was firſt neceſſary 
that he ſhould at leaſt ſuſpend, if not extinguiſh, 
__ flames of civil —_ which ** through 
25 the 


A.D. 1580. 
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the kingdom of France. His praffered mediation 
was readily accepted by Henry, who by alter- 
nately profeſſing to patroniſe each, had loſt the 
confidence of both faEions, and beheld his Catho- 
| lic ſubjects range themſelves under the banners of 
the duke of Guiſe, while the proteſtants arowed 
their open attachment to the king of Navarre. 6 
Both had exhauſted their ſtrength in various ef- 
forts, without either acquiring an aſcendancy ; and 
a treaty was quickly concluded, notwithſtanding the 
oppoſition of the prince of Conde, which con- 
firmed the former edi& of pacification, and left 
the proteſtants in poſſeſſion of the JP 
towns for fix years. | 
The duke of Anjou had FRO. un- A.D. 56 
furled his ſtandard, before it was joined 5 
by the flower of French chivalry; ; and at the head 
of twelve thouſand foot, and four thouſand horſe, 
| ke marched to the relief of Cambray, which was 
inveſted by the army of Philip, commanded by 
the prince of Parma ; that prudent general retired 
at the approach of this new antagoniſt, who en- 
tered Cambray in triumph, was faluted by the 
inhabitants as the protector of their freedom; 
and after reducing Cateau Cambreſis, embarked 
for England, to ſolicit the hand and ſupport 2. 
Elizabeth. ; 
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4. D. 5% Fro chat queen A received the 
| 1563. moſt gracious reception; and though 
her prudence afterwards retracted the promiſes 
which ſhe had been betrayed into by his flattery 
and importunity, ſhe furniſhed him with a conſi- 
derable ſum of money, and a numerous fleet, to 
ſecond his enterpriſes in the Low Countries. He 
was reinforced from France by the duke de Mont- 
penſier, and the mareſchal Biron, with a body of 
ſeven or eight thouſand men; but his own caprice 
and perfidy diſappointed the ambitious hopes which 
be had entertained ; and he reſolved, by making 
| himſelf maſter of thoſe towns into which his troops 
had betn admitted, to oppreſs that liberty which 
he was ſummoned to protect. His deſigns could 
not eſcape the penetrating eye of the prince of 
Orange; his treacherous attempt on Antwerp was 
repulſed by the valour of che inhabitants; the 
gates of the other cities were ſhut againſt him; 
his troops were aſſailed by famine and diſeaſe; 
and though the prudence of the prince of Orange 
affected an apparent reconciliation, the duke of 
Anjou, with a broken conſtitution, retired to 
France, deſerted by his inde, and derided ”_ 
Was enemies. Se 
| "Though W ever ane ted re- 
garded with contempt the abilities and 
deſigns of his Og his own conduct was 
3 5 1 5 _ 


A. D. . 


8 
" 
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_ equally” deſtitute of decency, palicy, or Zak 
ment. He beſtowed on his favourite, the duke 
of Joyeuſe, the ſupreme direction of affairs, and 
raiſed him to an alliance with the throne, - by 
uniting him in marriage to the ſiſter of his queen. 
Balls, banquets. and religious proceſſions, con- 
ſumed thoſe treaſures which might have been 
ſucceſsfully employed in repreſſing the riſing in- 
fluence of the king of Navarte and the duke of 
Guiſe ; the latter by his intrigues had drawn from 
his retirement the duke of Anjou, who, tranſported 
with the hopes of retrieving his loſt reputation; 
entered into the views, and engaged to ſecond 
the plans of the houſe of Lorrain ; but ever fickle. 
and capricious, he ſoon repented of this new 
enterpriſe ; he flew to court, proſtrated himſelf 
at the feet of the king, and revealed the con- 
ſpiracy in which he had embarked. Henry re- 
ceived him with tenderneſs, and diſmiſſed him to 
Chateau Thierri, where a rapid decline ſoon ter- 
minated a life, ſtained by levity, Pets and 7 
fligacy. . 98057 | 
The death of the duke of Anjpu diſconcerted, ; 
but did not extinguiſh, the daring projects of the 
houſe of Lorrain. The three brothers, the duke 
and cardinal of Guiſe, with the duke of Mayenne, 
openly placed themſelves at the head of the league, 
| and inflaming the people with the dread of an he- 
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aetic fovereign, , avowed their reſolution to transfer 
he. pretenſions of the king of Navarre to his un- 
cle, the cardinal of Bourbon; a zealous papiſt, 
but who, incapable from age and weakneſs of 
holding the reins of government himſelf, was to 
deliver them into the hands of the duke of Guile, 
Henry was ſoon apprized of the intentions of the 
confederates; by the duke d'Epernon, who ſhared 
his favour with Joyeule, he preſſed the king of Na. 
voarre to reconcile himſelf to the eſtabliſhed church, 
alid as next prince of the blood, to remove the only 
objection that could be urged againſt his ſucceſſion; 
but the king of Navarre was deaf to the arguments 
of d' Epernon; and though his friend Pleſſis Mor: | 
nay, by publiſhing his ſentiments, confirmed the 
' Hugonots in their opinion of his conſtancy, he un · 
fortunately afforded à plauſible pretence to the 
league, who openly reviled their ſovereign as treat- 
ing with heretics, and entered into a cloſe alliance 
with Spain; by a treaty, ſigned at Joinville, * 
agreed, in return for oertain pecuniary ſupplies, on 
the death of Henry the Third, to acknowledge the 
cardinal of Bourbon as king, to enforce the coun- 
cil of Trent through France, and to reduce Cam- 
| bray to the yoke of Phulip. * . 
The court of Rome entered into the v views ls 
confedgrates, and ſanctioned by her holy autho- 
rity: * e of the. Guiſes. The er 


of 
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of their new ally the king of Spain, compelled 
them to take the field before they had affembled 
their adherents ; with a feeble army, ſcarce ex- 
ceeding five thouſand men, the duke of Guiſe oc- 
cupied Verdun, but was repulſed from Metz by 
the vigilance of the duke d*Epernon. The loy- 
alty of: the mareſchal Matignon preſerved Bour- 

deaux ; and though Marſeilles was ſurpriſed by the 
league, it was next day recovered by the arms of 
the royaliſts. Had Henry at this moment reſumed 

that ſpirit which he formerly diſplayed in the fields 

of Jarnac and Moncontour, he might have eſta» 
bliſhed his tottering throne, and chaſed the duke 
of Guiſe from his dominions : but alternately the 
ſlave of pleaſure and ſuperſtition, he was no longer 
capable of any great or arduous. enterpriſe ; he 


concluded a peace on the moſt diſhonourable © 


terms, with thoſe very rebels whoſe preſumption. 
he might have chaſtiſed ; and agreed, at the im- 
perious voice of the duke of Guiſe, to compel the 
Proteſtants to reſtore the cautionary towns that 
they had received, to annul all edicts in their fa - 
vour, and to devote his GEES and an to the 
ſervice of the league. 85 
Witch terror and aſtoniſhment the 1 515 | 
king of Navarre heard, the fatal con- 
ditions, which menaced his own ſucceſſion, l 


tho an empty ſomes in the hand'of Henry. 
2.2 That 
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That monarch ſoon experienced that the mat 


fatal event of war ought to have been preferred 
to an ignominious peace. His capital could no 


longer be conſidered as his own; A council of 
ſixteen citizens of Paris, nominated by the in- 
fluence of the duke of Guiſe, inſulted their ſo- 


vereign, and filled the ſtreets with confuſion. A 


gleam of hope broke in from the court of Rome; 


Sixtus the Fifth, who had fucceeded to the apoſ- 
tolical throne, launched the ſpiritual thunders on 


the heads of thoſe who had preſumed to arm 
againſt the crown. But governed only by a tem- 
per turbulent and aſſuming, he increaſed the pub · 
lic anarchy by excommunicating ſoon after the 
king of Navarre, the prince of Conde, and all 
their adherents. The Proteſtants weakened and 


oppreſſed ſought ſhelter in Guienne and Dau- 


phinè; and the king of Navarre, and the prince of 


Conde, embraced as their only means of ſafety 
the calamities of war. The latter, after having in 


vain attempted to relieve Angiers, was forced to 
_—_— his troops, ne with prin ggg to 
Five armies Lok in the name of 
the king threatened with their num- 
bers to-overwhelm the ſmall band of Proteſtants. 
The moſt numerous was entruſted to the com- 


A. D. 1586. 


| 1 of the of . who entered Gui- 


ene; 
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enne, and haraſſed his forces in the fraigdef pur- 
ſuit of the king of Navarre ;. three more, led by 
d Epernon, Joyeuſe, and Matignon, were equally . 
_ unſucceſsful. But the duke of Guiſe extended his 
fame and conqueſts in Champagne and Burgundy, 
and confirmed by his exploits the confidence of 
the league. Yes the people loudly murmured at 
che new taxes which were impoſed for the conti - 
nuance of the war. The return of the prince of 
Conde. with troops and money from England, and 
his ſubſequent ſucceſs in Saintonge, allowed them. 
not to expect a ſpeedy concluſion of it ; the mareſ- 
chal Biron, indeed, recovered ſeveral places from 
the, refarmed, but he maintained at the ſame time 
an auſtere reſerve towards the leaguers ; while 
d'Amville, who, by the death of his brother, was 
become mareſchal Montmorency, aſſumed in Lan- 
| guedoc the tone of independence, declared him- 
ſelf the head of a third party attached to the an- 
cient conſtitution in church and ſtate, and while he 
ſtiled the Proteſtants e he treated the 
leaguers as rebels. e N 5 
Lach day diminiſhed che remnant 
of authority which the king had con- 
tinued to poſſeſs, and increaſed the difficulties of 
his ſituation; on one fide the Germans and Swiſs _ 
prepared to pour their forces into F rance and 
join the "pope of the king of Navarre ; on the 
FP Q " _ other 


A. D. 107%. ; 
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other Henry equally dreaded che leaders of the 
league, and confidered' the duke of Guiſe as his 
moſt formidable enemy. His favourite Joyeuſe, 
accompanied by tlie flower of the French nobility, 
was defeated and ſlain at Coutras. In that action, 
which firſt crowned the Hugonots with decifive 
victory, the king of Navarre diſplayed all the 
qualities which diſtinguiſh the ſoldier and the ge- 
neral; but his inability to fupport his troops pre- 
vented him from improving his advantage; he 
was compelled to diſband his forces; and with the 
impatience of a lover, he haſtened to lay . er 
at the feet of His miſtreſsz. 

The prince of Condè ſoon aſter ben at St. 
Jean d' Angeli of poiſon ; a crime which was im- 
puted to his conſort, but-whoſe | innocence was vin- 
erer by a public trial. 1 8815 

The Germans and Swiſs, pee of b joining 
their allies, fixed and received the price of their 
retreat ; ; and the inhabitants of Paris, delivered 
from the dread of foreign (invaſion, determined 
to reduce Henry to the moſt mortifying infignifi- 
cance, and to veſt the ſole adminiſtration in the 
hands of the duke of Guiſe. In purſuance of 
this deſign, they preſented: a memorial, in which 
they required the king to declare openly for the 
league, to revive the council of Trent, to eſta- 


Pw” che N e to extirpate hereſy. 
1 e Thongs 
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Though Henry could not entirely repreſs his 
indignation,” he yet promiſed to conſider their 
requeſts. But alarmed at their inſolence; he ob- 
ſerved with a vigilant eye their conduct, and me- 
ditated vindicating his dignity by ſurpriſing the 
whole council at once; from this deſign he was 
diſſuaded by Catherine; and his imprudence A 
ſeverely reproaching and boldly menacing a fac- 
tion which he ſuffered to eſcape with impunity, 
ſerved only to inflame the enmity of the leaguers, 
who now. ſummoned the duke of Guil#'to theit D 
ſupport. | | | 

_ Contrary to the Wan comhdeid of 
his ſovereign, the duke of Guiſe en- 
tered Paris amidſt the acclamations of the citi- 
zens, and demanded an audience of the king, | 
Incapable of refuſing, yet deeply wounded by 
repeated inſults, Henry recalled his former re- 
ſolution, and declared that the moment of inter- 
view ſhould be the laſt of his preſumptuous ſub- 
| ject. The tears and remonſtrances of Catherine 
again interpoſed. The indignant features of the 
monarch | proclaimed the conflict within; he 
ſternly accuſed the duke of ſedition, creaſol; 
and the moſt daring defigns agaioſt his life and 
throne. The duke of Guiſe, ſenſible of his dafi- 
ger, endeavoured to diſarm his rage by ſubmiſ- 

fon ; "be was ſuffered to retire in fecurity; but 
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convinced of the hazard chat he had incurred, 
and hopeleſs of any ſincere ,recon ciliation, he im- 


: mediately determined on the moſt deciſive mea · 


ſures. 
The angry eguntenances of the: Parifians bs. 


tray ed the ſecret emotions of their minds, and fore- 


told the approaching tempeſt. Six thouſand of 
the troops, whoſe fidelyy Henry could depend 
upon, had received orders to enter the capital. 


Their ready appearance was the fi ignal of general 


inſ-rre&ion ; the citizens by myriads quitted the 
inſtruments of their peaceful occupations to aſſume 


the weapons of war. The guards were aſtoniſhed, 
overwhelmed, and diſarmed; but amidſt the tu- 
' mult, while Catherine engaged the duke in an art- 


ful negociation, Henry quitted bis palace, eſcaped 
through, the, garden of the Thuilleries, and ſurvey- 
ing his capital with the eye of offended majeſty, 
declared he would never enter it again bur through 
a breach in the walls. 50 i 

From Paris Henry retired to 00 and 


publicly appealed to his ſubjects from the in- 


ſolence of the duke of Guiſe, and the tyranny of 
the leaguers. He was anſwered by manifeſtos 
which breathed the ſpirit of ſedxion inflamed by 
religious rancour. Vet while the mutual accu- 


ſations of both parties ſeemed to allow no other 


rs, but that of arms, the mediation of Ca- 
therine 


* — — « 2 . 
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therine was again accepted, and Henry was once 
more in appearance reconciled to a ſubje& whom 
he hated and feared. ' The firmneſs of the parlia- 
ment, and the levity of the Pariſians, had, influ- 
cd the Shea Guiſe to liſten to terms of ac- 
dread by the formidable preparations of the Slog 
of Spain: By the articles of the new treaty, the 
duke 77 Guiſe was conſtituted lieutenant-gene- 

ral of che French armies; the cardinal of Bour- 
c bon was deglared firſt prince of the blood; and 
the ſevereſt-.penalties were denounced againſt 
the ſubjects of. France Who had preſumed to 
deviate from che ancient and eſtabliſhed church. 
On the concluſſon of - the treaty, the duke of 
Guiſe waited on ches king at Chartres, and was 
received with marks of reſpect and confidence 
that rome to. proclaim” . n ab 
ation. ns 7" 

Yet amid theſe. public W of a 
| Henry continued to nouxiſh a latent thirſt of ven- 
geance, and was determined to inflict on the duke 
the juſt. but tardy puniſhment. of his preſumption. 
Exaſ ſperated at the ignominionꝭ gonceſſions into 
which the counſels of his mother had betrayed 
him, he for ever excluded ber from his confi- 


dence. He aſſembled the ſtates 881. Blois z and - 


though he beheld himſelf ſurraunded by the parti- 
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| 2ans of the league, he addreſſed them in 4 bold 


and animated ſpeech, diſplayed the diſtreſs to Which 
he was reduced, and glanced at the ſeditious prac. 
tices of the houſe of Lorrain. Language fo un. 


expected truck the duke of Guiſe with aſtoniſh: 


ment; he remonſtrated ſtron gly againſt the inſinu- 
ations it conveyed, and Henry was compelled, be- 
fore it was eue abroad, to ſoften the n ob. 


noxious paſſages. 175 ETA "trad * 


To this inoncficarior ſucceeded intelligence 
the moPf} alarming : he was informed that his 


aſpiring ſubject held a ſecret and treaſonable cor 


reſpondence with the duke of Savoy; he per- 


ceived that the ſtates were determined to declare 


the king of Navarre by name ineapable of the 
ſucceſſion; and that his own repoſe, and the 
tranquillity of the kingdom, could only be eſta- 
bliſned by the death of the duke of Guiſe. He 
ſummoned in this exigency the few friends in 
whoſe fidelity and ſecrecy. he could truſt ; the 
number and quality of them convey to. us ſome | 
idea of his forlorn fituation ; ; and the. cabinet 
council of the ſoyereign of Francs was compoſed 
of the mateſchal d'Aumont, Nicholas and Lewis 


d Angennes, and Beauvais Nangis. The firſt ad- 
viſed the king to arreſt the princes of Lorrain; 


but Henry was ſenſible that ſich an attempt 


5 uu oe” ſerve to | inflame fubjetty too power- 


ful 
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full for reſtraint ; and the reſt concurred. in encou- 
raging him to en, the ambition of the duke 
of Guiſe with his life. 3 
In the execution of this deſign, Heary diſp- 
played the ſame calm diſſimulation as had charac- 
teriſed his brother Charles ; ; Grillon, who com- 
manded the royal guards, and who was celebrated 
for his perſonal courage, was firſt applied to to ſtrike 
the fatal blow ; but with a dignity. of mind equal 
to his valour, he replied-that his rank and ſervices 
allowed him not to-play the executioner. & I will 
i challenge the duke,” continued he, and if 
« permitted, endeavour to kill him fairly with my 
4 ſword.” The king received his refuſal with a 
good grace ; and only recommended to him ſe> 
crecy. He now fixed on Loignac; the firſt gen- 
tleman of his bed · chamber, who readily accepted 
the commiſſion, and was joined by a ſelect num- 
ber of Gaſcons whom the duke d'Epernon had in- 
noduced for the immediate yn of che king 5 
perſon. Opps 
Tuet the adherents of the duke of Guile, ever 
anxious and vigilant were ſoon apprized that 
ſome dark deſign was meditated, and their leader 
was repeatedly admoniſhed that he ſtood on the 
edge of a precipice. But relying on that fortune 
which hitherto had invariably attended him, and 
| pee with a ſtrong but 1 en idea of 
| Henry s 
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| Henry's timidity, he determined to attend the 


council he was ſummoned to. As he entered the 


cabinet of the king; through. a long and gloomy 
 paſlage, he was aſſailed by the daggers of Loignac 


and his affociates. - Six poniards at once were 
plunged in his boſom; and exclaiming with a 
deep groan, My God, have mer We $962 he, 
fell breathleſs on the floor. + | 

Thus periſhed Henry duke of Guiſe ahi vim 
of his own inordinate ambition. Though his ta- 
lents appear not to have equalled thoſe of his fa - 


ther, his courage, magnanimity, and inſinuating 


addreſs endeared him to the citizens of Paris, 


over whom his influence was uncontrouled. His 
brother the cardinal of Guiſe, more violent, but 


leſs enterpriſing, was involved in his deſtruction; 
and Henry the moment that be was informed of 


the fate of the former, paſſed into the apartment 
of the queen mother, and acquainting her with the 


event, added, I am now a. king, madam, and 
% have no competitor, for the duke of Guile is no 


% more,” Catherine, without blaming or com- 
mending the action, only coldly aſked, if he had 
conſidered the conſequences. 


That princeſs 755 + wg fin: ſome 
time confined to her bed by a ſcvere 
indiſpoſtion; ; accuſtomed to the ſupreme direc- 


A. D. 1589. 


tion of affairs, her r havghey temper could ill 


U TT 
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debt the reſerve that for ſome time the king had 
maintained towards her. The pangs of diſeaſe 
were rendered more intolerable by the agitation of 
her mind. As her end approached, her eyes were 
opened to a juſt ſenſe of the inſidious policy which 
ſhe had ſo long and and ſo fatally purſued; in her 
laſt moments ſhe exhorted Henry to reconcile him- 
ſelf to the princes of his blood, particularly the 
king of Navarre, whoſe ſincerity ſhe declared ſhe 
had conſtantly experienced; and to reſtore the 
tranquillity of France, by allowing the free exerciſe 
of the Proteſtant religion. In her ſeventieth year 
, ſhe ſunk into the grave, and eſcaped by a timely 
death beholding the deſtruction oy her laſt and fa- 
vourite ſon. 
The king was dan convingl is See it 
was for him to adopt the dying counſels of Cathe- 
On the fate of the Guiſes, the crowd that 
had attended him to Blois haſtily diſperſed ; the 
multitude abhorred him, the majority of his nobles 
were combined againſt him, his favourites on- 
whom he had profuſedly laviſhed his treaſures de- 
ſerted him, and the clergy whom he had blindly: 
reverenced publicly reviled him. All zealous Ca- 
| tholics were armed againſt him; the citizens of 
his capital rejected his authority, and choſe the 
duke of Aumale as their governor; the doctors 


- "if the Sorbonne openly abſolved his ſubjects from 
| their 


| their allegiance; and the council of union, com- 

poſed of forty members, aſſuming a ſovereign 
power, conſtituted the duke of Mayenne, brother 
to the late duke of Guile, lieutenant-general of 

te ſtate royal and crown of France; a dignity 
pompous, abſurd, and before unknown; their 
zeal would even have extended to him the title of 
king, had not this caution induced him to de- 

_ cline the dangerous Pre-eminence. . Rouen, and 
che greateſt part of Normandy declared for the 
league; Lyons, Thoulouſe, Marſeilles, Arles, and 

Toulon, with the provinces of Brittany and Au- 
vergne, embraced the ſame party; the Spaniſh 
ö ambaſſador, repaired to Paris, and nouriſhed by 
his gold the factious councils of the capital; while 
pope Sixtus the Fifth fulminated his thunders 
againſt the afſaflins of the duke of Guiſe, and in- 
volved the a in the ſencenge of anner 
tion. 

While Cn ee Ar def 5 contem- 
plated the gloomy and diſtracted proſpect before 

| him), a ray of hope broke in from the honourable 
and diſintereſted attachment of the princes: of the 
blood;;-theſe haſtened to devote to his ſervice their 
lives and fortunes; and their example was fol- 
lowed by the dukes d'Epernon and Nevers, and 
the mareſchal Montmorency; a reconciliation was 

| an beaween che _ of France and Navarre; | 


and 
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and the former inveſted i in Tours by the duke of 
Mayenne, after defending the ſuburbs with the 
ſame gallantry as he had diſplayed: in early life, 
was relieved by the latter, who preffed forwards 
with his troops to his afliſtance, and diſdained 
when he joined the royal ſtandard to extort from l 
ceſſities of the king any conditions for his 


the ne 
own advantage. Large levies were diligently 
raiſed in Switzerland and Germany; yet the mind 
of Henry, amidſt the hope of returning fortune, 
ſeemed continually oppreſſed by the ſpiritu al cen⸗ 
' ſures of the court of Rome; and it required the 
utmoſt addreſs of the king of Navarre to animate 
his drooping ſpirits ; ** Let us, Sire, ſaid that 
prince with his uſual vivacity, © march to Pa- 
« ris, and if we are victorious, we ſhall be eaſily 
e abſolved.” The counſel was approved; their 
ſuperior forces, joined by the Swiſs and Genmab, 
ſwept the revolted towns in their progreſs; and 
ſwelled by. ſucceſs to near forty thouſand men, on 
the laſt of July they inveſted the capital of France. 
The duke of Mayenne, with four thouſand re- 
gular ſoldiers, endeavoured to confirm the courage | 
and conſtancy of the inhabitants ; but Henry urged' 
the ſiege with inceſſant ardour; within the walls 
the royaliſts were ſtill numerous; and Paris muſt 
ſoon have been reduced to acknowledge the au- 
_— of her ſovereign, had not the puniſhment 
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which: hs: ſeditious and. bins citizens had ſo 


long provoked | been averted by the dagger of aſ⸗ 
faffination. - James Clement, a jacobin friar, and 


native of Sens, of ſtrong paſſions but weak intel- 
lects, had eagerly liſtened to the treaſonable and 
_ daring diſcourſes which the popular preachers of 


the league daily thundered. from their pulpits. A 
diſpoſition, naturally gloomy and fanatical, was in- 
| flamed to deſperation by theſe -intemperate ha- 
rangues; and. either impelled by, that ſanguinary 
— that ſtrongly marks the times, or 

prompted by perſons of ſuperior rank, who view- 
en in the return of Henry their own deſtruction, 
he determined by one fatal ſtroke to- extinguiſh 


the enemy of the pope, and of the Catholic re- 


ligion. With a paſſport procured under mie 
pretences from the count de St. Brienne, one of 
the king's generals then a priſoner, .and a letter 
forged from the preſident Harlay, who at that 
time was confined i in the Baſtile, he ler « out from 
Paris for St. Cloud, the royal quarters; on the 
road he met the attorney general, and informing 
him that he had ſome important intelligence to 
communicate to the king in perſon, he was en- 


tertained by that officer at his houſe, who alſo 


engaged to procure him an audience of Henry. 
The next e he was accordingly intro- 
. _ duced | 


1 
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thiced to the king, to whom he premel bis let? 

ters; but while Henry was attentively occupied in 

the peruſal of them, Clement ſuddenly plunged 4 

knife, that he had concealed in his ſleeve, in the 
bowels: of his unhappy ſovereign. | The wounded . 
monarch. inſtantly drew it out, and twice ftruck + 

with it the aſſaſſin ; the attorney general, with a 

blow of his ſword, extended him on the floor ; and . 

the imprudent zeal of two of the royal e im- 5 
mediately diſpatched him. 

Henry at firſt had flattered bichſeir chat his 

wound was not mortal; but frequent faintings ſoon 
convinced hin of his approaching end, and he 

prepared t to meet it with a fortitude and compoſure 

worthy | of his high ſituation. He ſummoned to 

his preſence the king of N avarre, whom he ten- = 
derly embraced and declared his lawful ſucceſſors :; 
he exhorted the nobility to acknowledge. and ſup- 2 
port their new ſovereign ; and ex pired the next 

morning in the ſixteenth year of his reign, and the 
thirty-ninth of his age. In him was finally extin- 

guiſhed the race of Valois; and his widow Louiſa, = 

of the houſe of Lorrain, after lamenting the un- 

timely fate of her coriſort, whoſe tenderneſs ſhe had 

invariably experienced, retired amidſt the diſtrac- 

tions of her bleeding country to linger — a 

Ife of twelve years of 1 See | 
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ACCxSS10N or HENRY rät FOURTH, THE FIRST 
KING OF THE HOUSE OF BOUR BON—STATE OP 
ENGLAND AND SPAIN — CONDUCT | OF THE 
"DUKE 'OF MAYENNE — BATTLE OF YVRI— 

| SIEGE OF PARIS—MARCH OF THE PRINCE or 

| PARMA=—ABOLITION OF THE COUNCIL OF-$Ix- 

5 TEEN=—SfEGE oF ROVEN—RELIEVED' BY THE 

PRINCE Or PARMA— His RETREAT FROM 

/CAUDBEC— HIS DEATH — 'NEGOCIATION BI- 
TWEEN THE KING OF SPAIN AND THE LEAGUE | 
" —CONVERSION oF. HENRY "THE. FOURTH To 

n CATHOLIC 1 FAITE. 


—— A — 
ces OY 


| Br Wenden of Henry the Third, the ſceptre 

ance was transferred from the houſe of Va. 
hey to chat of Bourbon, and placed in the 
hand of. Henry the Fourth, the firſt monarch of 


5 that: family. The ee ee which 
ſo 
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ſo long had agitated France, had afflicted. alſo 
| great part of Europe. The prudence of Eliza- 
beth had, indeed, ſecured the internal tranquillity. 
of England; but the tempeſt had raged with re- 
doubled violence in Scotland; the amiable, but 
unfortunate, Mary, who had ſought ſhelter in 
Britain from the fury of a rude, haughty, and tur- 
bulent people, inflamed with a ſanguinary zeal . 
for the doctrines of calviniſm, had, aſter the farce 
of a public trial, periſhed on the ſcaffold the vic- 
tim of the female jealouſy of Elizabeth. To 
avenge her death, the king of Spain filled his 
ports · with naval preparations ; but his fleet, which 
from the ſize of the ſhips, and the ample manner 
in which they were equipped, obtained the name 
of the Invincible Armada, was defeated by the 
lighter veſſels and ſuperior. dexterity of the Eng- 
liſh; and the remnant of an armament, on which 
the treaſures of the Indies and America had been 
profuſely laviſhed, ſhattered by the wands and 
waves, and purſued, by the triumphant navy of 
Elizabeth, eee with n into the goat of | 


Spain. IN 
To the yaſt continent of 8 Above . 


by the daring. genius of Columbus, and reduced 


to ſubjection by the arms of Cortez and Pizarro, 
Philip had ſome time ſince added the dominions 


u. . of that country * 
2 It N 
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| firſt of all the Europeans def; piſed the narrow 3d 
beaten tract of navigation, boldly committed them. 
ſelves to the wide expanſe of the ocean, eſtabliſhed 
their colonies on the coaſt of Africa, founded new 
cities in Afia, and planted Brafil, in America, 2 
valuable fettlement of which they ſtill retain pol. 
ſoſſion. But their monarch Sebaſtian, impelled by 
frantic zeal and romantic valour, had periſhed 
- waging a fruitleſs war in Africa againſt the difci- 
- ples of Mahomet ; his crown paſſed to his uncle 
Don Henry, a cardinal and a prieſt; and on the 
death of Henry, the pretenſions of Philip, ſe- 
conded by the arinies of Spain arid the experience 
of Alva, triumphed over the feebler efforts of his 
- competitors, and annexed the ee, 4 Porty 
IP to the dominions of Spain. 

But this acceſſion of firength had not enable 
Uhr monarch to ſubdue the revolted prbv inees of 
the Netherlands, and to bend to the yoke the 
ſtubborn minds of the F lemings. A people m. 


' turally obſtinate and perſevering, were confirmed 
in their oppoſition by that very cruelty which 
had been exerted to reduce them; their habitual 
pen was quickened by the fire and command. 


ing genius of William prince of Orange ; ſeveral 
years had now been conſumed in the important 
conflict; and Philip, exaſperated by reſiſtance, - 


extended his enmity to the reformed beyond the 
mit 
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zmits of his own dominions ; he regarded with . 
| dread a Proteſtant prince on the throne, of France; 
and was determined cloſely to conne& himſelf 
with the chiefs of the league; while Elizabeth, 
intent on extirpating the Catholic religion from 
every country in Europe to which her power 
and influence could reach, was prepared to ſupport 
2 king whoſe 9 Principles were ſimilar to 
her own. | 
Such were the ſtate wad cheating: A. p. ' 65 

of the two moſt powerful potentates 3 
in Europe, when the ſtroke of aſſaſſination diſ- 
miſſed Henry the Third from a turbulent and 


ignominiqus reign. His ſucceſſor, Henry the 


Fourth, who had completed his thirty- fifth year, 
and was equally adorned with all the ſplendid 
qualities of mind and body, eloquent in council, 
intrepid in action, fertile in reſources; a great 
general, an undaunted ſoldier, and a penetrating 
ſtateſman, beheld in a moment a proſpect pre- 
ſented to his view, which, as it might kindle the 
| ambition of the coldeſt, was ſufficient to damp 
the ardour of the moſt aſpiring ſpirit. The crown 


of France, his right by deſcent, was the obje& 


of his hopes; but innumerable objects till op- 
poſed the peaceable poſſeſſion of it. He was, in- 
deed, at the head of a conſiderable army, but the 
pratelt part of his troops, as well as of his ſub- 


R 3 | jects, 


„ „n 
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jects, confiied of Catholics ; his capital was in the : 


hands of a faction formidable by their numbers, 


and daring in their defigns ; his coffers were emp- 
ty; and the moſt fertile provinces of France ac· 


knowledged the authority of the league. 


The Swiſs guards, with their dolonel Sanci, firſt 


ſaluted Henry as their ſovereign ; the mareſchal 


Biron affured him of his fidelity ; the principal 
Catholics, Bellegarde, Do, Chateauvieux, 'd'En- 


tragues, and Dampierre, who had attached them- 
ſelves to the fortunes of the late king, were induced 
to declare themſelves in favour of the preſent; 
oth the duke d'Epernon, under pretence of re. 
fenting the little deference that was ſhown to him, 
retired with the troops more immediately under his 
command, and firſt communicated to the camp thy 
| contagious ſpirit of diſaffection. 5 
The duke of Mayenne, in Paris, was, on thi 


m occaſion, at leaft as much embarraſſed as 


Henry; but in a' ſituation the moſt delicate, he 
conducted himſelf with dignity and judgement, 
and juſtified the favourable opinion which his 
party entertained of his abilities. He declined 


the dangerous title of king, which he was car- 


neſtly. ſolicited to accept ; he rejected a propoſal 
that was made to offer the crown to Philip of 
Spain; but at the ſame time he exhorted the peo - 


| ple of France to "ve and die in the Catholic re- 


1 


P's L 


ligen, | 
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lion, and as the king of Navarre was an heretic, | 
to acknowledge as their e the cardinal of 
Bourbon. 

The deſertion of the dike d'Epernon was ſoon 
followed by that of the moſt zealous Catholics; 
and Henry, ſenſible of the daily diminution of 
his forces, retired from the walls of Paris, and 
ſlowly directed his march toward Normandy. The 
governor of Dieppe opened the gates of that city, 
and readily admitted his ſovereign; the officer to 
whom the league had entruſted Caen, diſplayed 
the ſame diſintereſted loyalty ; the acquiſition of 


two places ſtrongly fortified, and provided with 


numerous garriſons, which might long have re- 
ſſted the efforts of. the royal army, was bighly 
acceptable to the king; who was now able to pre- 
ſerre a free communication with England, the 
only power he could e _ for effeftual 
aſhſtance. | 
The duke of . was ally WPES | 
of the - importance of the revolted towns; the 
zeal of the Pariſians profuſely ſupplied him with + 
every pecuniary aid; he drew large levies of fol- 
diers from Lorrain ; at the head of an army of 
thirty thouſand men he advanced towards N or. 
many, and threatened to overwhelm the royal ' 
forces, ſcarce amounting to ſeven thouſand, and 
to reſſore oops to the authority of the league; " 
R . e 


* 
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his ſuperior numbers i in either enterpriſe muſt hapg 
inſured. ſucceſs, had he rapidly preſſed forwards ; 
but naturally cautious and flow in all his motions, 
his dilatory march afforded Henry leiſure to ſhelter 
himſelf under the walls of Arques. In that poſi- 
tion he was attacked by the duke of Mayenne, 
who, after ſeyeral ineffectual attempts on the in- 
trenchments of the royaliſts, was campelled to re; 
tire with the loſs of above ſix hundred men. The 
ſatisfaction of Henry at having repelled fo formi- 
dable an antagoniſt, was heightened by the wel- 
32 come intelligence, that the Swiſs cantons, the re- 
4 public of Venice, and the queen of England, had 
2 | acknowledged him as king; i and by the junction 
of four thouſand ſoldiers whom Ehzabeth had 
. diſpatched to his ſupport. - | 
oo With this reinforcement, and with the troops 
wich the count of Soiſſons, the dukes of Orleans 
and Longueville, the mareſchals Biron and Au- 
mont, led ta his aſſiſtance, Henry determined 
once morę to appear before the gates of Paris, 
and endeavour to ſurpriſe the unguarded ca- 
pital. By rapid marches he outſtripped the in- 
telligence of his deſigns ; and the Parifians were 
aſtoniſhed and intimidated by the hoſtile ap- 
pearance of a monarch, whom they fondly ex- 
pected to have beheld led through the ſtreets, 
| | 5 to the victorious arms of the league. 


Hz 
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He inſulted the ſuburbs; cut in pieces above 
thirteen hundred of the troops of the league; 
and would probably have made himſelf maſter 
of the capital, had not the duke of Mayenne, at 
chat critical moment, entered Paris on the oppo- 
ſite ſide; prudence allowed Henry no longer to 
perſiſt in beſieging a city, always formidable from \ 
the number of its inhabitants, and now defended | 
by an army more numerous than his own 5 he re- 
tired to Tours; while the duke of Maycane, in in 
Paris, ſolemnly proclaimed as king the captive 
cardinal of Bourbon, by the title of Charles-the 
Tenth ; in the name of this pageant of royalty, 
who was himſelf a priſoner to Henry, the duke' 
diſſolved the council of union, whoſe intemperate 
meaſures and ſecret” intrigues with Spain he had 
long diſapproved ; and with. the aſſiſtance of a 
_ privy council nominated by himſelf, and devoted 
to his will, aſſumed the ſupreme adminiſtration of 
affairs. 

The duke of en deſcended by his . 8 
from Francis the Firſt, had not heſitated, on the 
death of Henry the Third, to uige his pretenſions 
to the vacant throne ; ſenſible of the weakneſs of 
his claim, amidſt the general confuſion, he en- 
 deavoured to ' poſſeſs himſelf of Provence and 
Dauphinè: he was baffled by the {kill and vigi- 
as of Yalene, 188 brother to the duke d'E-" 
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pernon, who ſacrificed his fortune and his ue in 
the ſervice of his ſovereign ; while the duke him - 


ſelf, without publicly” acknowledgitig the autho- 


_ rity of Henry, acted _ 185 0 ſucceſs againſt 


the league. 
A. v. 1590. The duke of Mayenne, * the re. 
treat of Henry from Paris, dad re- 
duced Pontoiſe, twice inveſted Meulan, and twice 
retired on the approach of that monarch. The 
king, in return, with an army of twelve thou- 
ſand men, laid ſiege to Dreux ; and the walls 
vere already ſhaken by his attacks, when he was 
informed that the army of the league, reinforced 
by the prince of Parma, and conſiſting of ſixteen 
thouſand veteran ſoldiers, was advancing towards 


him. He immediately deſiſted from the hopeleſs 
onterpriſe, and, determined to hazard a deciſive 


engagement, poſted himſelf at Yvri, on the banks 
of the river Eure. The duke of Mayenne ſill 

wiſhed to avoid..committing the fortune of his - 

party to the fate of a ſingle day; but his own irs 
refolution was vanquiſhed by the reproaches of 
the citizens of Paris, and by the daring counſels 
and preſumptuous vaunts'of count Egmont, whole 


father had periſhed the victim of the jealouſy of 


Philip, and-of the cruelty of the duke of Alva, 
Yet the ſon had diſplayed undaunted zeal and 
I bene in the cauſe of the tyrant : and, 


eee 
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inflamed with religious enmity tewards the re- 
| forme, had been detached by the prince of Par- 
ma to the ſupport of the Catholic arms. He 
boaſted that the cavalry which he led were able 
2 alone to encounter and vanquiſh the royal army; 
and the duke of Mayenne reluctantly. yielded to 
his impetuous courage, The conflict was long 
obſtinately maintained; but the ſuperior genius 
of Henry at length prevailed. Count Egmont, 
with the greateſt part of his detachment, periſhed 
on the field; two thouſand five hundred of the 
leaguers were involved in the ſame fate; and the 
duke of Mayenne, after haying diſcharged the 
| ſeveral duties of a general and a: ſoldier, eſcaped 
with difficulty from the ſword of the conqueior, 
The Swiſs, who amidſt the general rout alone 
preſerved their ranks and reputation, conſented to 
enter into the ſervice of the king; but Henry was 
prevented from immediately improving his adyan- 
fage by the diſtreſſed fate of his finances; he ſuf- 
fered himſelf ro be amuſed by a fallacious negocia- 
tion; and it was not till near two months after- 
wards, that he marched to, and blocked up, the 
Fity of /Paris. © | 
About this time the chedingh of Boirtion, his 
- competitor for the crown, ſunk into the grave, 
expreſling in his laſt moments his regard for his 


| oy. rival, and conſcious of the intereſted 
| | views 
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views of thoſe who had affected to de him to 
a throne; yet his name for ſeveral years, after his 


death, was uſed to ſanction the deſigns of the 


league, and to nouriſh the flame of rebellion. 
The Pariſians ſtill diſplayed the ſame implacable 


enmity towards their ſoyereign ; and the duke of 


Nemours, who had been appointed governor of 
the capital, diflinguiſhed himſelf by his valour 


and conduct. Even the eccleſiaſtics on this occa- 


ſion forgot the peaceable tenets of their religion; 
and, emerging from the gloom of the cloyſter, 


formed themſelves into a regiment, under the 


command of the legate of the court af Rome. 
This holy corps could have added but little real 
ſtrength to the cauſe in which it armed; and Paris 
derived more effectual advantage from the huma- 
nity of her ſovereign, whom it continued thus ob- 


ſtinately to reſiſt; famine and peſtilence began al - 


ready to ſtalk at large through the ſtreets; and 
the duke of Nemours, to avoid the inſtant conſe: 
quences of the former, commanded the aged and 


[infirm to leave the city; had Henry refuſed a paſ⸗ 


ſage through his lines to theſe unhappy wretches, 


it is more than probable his capital muſt have ſur- 
rendered; but his natural clemency prevailed over 


the fuggeſtions of ambition ; and he rejected the 
counſels of his officers, who adviſed him to drive 
them buck with the ſword ; yet even this could 


ny 
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only for a ſhort time alleviate, but not extinguiſh 
their miſery ; the cry. of peace, or bread, reſound- 
ed through the ſtreets ; and the reſolution of the 
duke of Nemours muſt have yielded to · the cla- 
mours of 4 ravenous and diſorderly multitude, 
when the fainting ſpirits of the leaguers wete 


again revived. by the approach of the duke of 


| Mayenne and the prince of Parma. 
In the ſpace of the laſt month famine had con- 
ſumed above thirty thouſand of the inhabitants of 
Paris; each feeling of nature was overborne by 
the preſſure of immediate diftreſs; at the im- 
perious call of hunger mothers are reported to 
have prolonged a guilty life by feeding on the 
_ diſmenibeted limbs of their offspring. With 
mingled hertor and compaſſion Henry turned 
from his polluted capital ; and impatient, amidſt | 
the tumult of battle, of effacihg from his. mind 
the inhuman ſcenes he had witneſſed, directed his 
march towards the prince of Parma; that able 
commiander at Meaux had joined the duke of 
Mayenne with fourteen thouſand foot and three 
thouſand horſe, and their confederate forces com- 
poſed an army of twenty-four thouſand infantry, 
and near twelve thouſand cavalry ; but the ſole 
object of the prince was to relieve Paris, and he 
determined to accompliſh it, if poſſible, without 
haxardi * a Om engagement. To a defiance 
| from 


- 


i 
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from the king of France, to put an end tothe « ca · 
lamities of the kingdom by a deciſive action, the 
ae replied, that he was accuſtomed to fight only 
when he thought proper himſelf, and not when it 
was convenient for his enemies; and by a ſeries of 
erations, „ wWbich commanded the admira- 
tion of: Heary himſelf, he eluded the vigilance of 
his adverſary ; ſtormed within his very fight the 
walls of Lagni, ſwept away the garriſons of St. 
Maur and Charenton, and once more ahh e piew- 
ty into.the ed capital. f 
Though Henry himſelf bt not vie PIER 
whe {ill and conduct of the prince of Parma, yet 
bis generous ſpirit was ſeverely mortified by the 
diſappointment. Paris was rauiſhed from his 
graſp, at the moment that his hand was ſtretched 
out to ſeize it; the ſuperior dexterity of his anta· 
goniſt had wounded his reputation, and ade | 
his endeavours to force him to -a battle; his o-WVᷣe 
army was greatly weakened by ſicknefs and the 
fatigues of a long campaign: the ravaged coun · 
try could 1 no n Karre the neceſſary ſubſiſl⸗ 
cheque was exhauſted; the nobi- 8 
L pry Sentry, WhO N him at · their own ex- 
pence, were diſcontented and — to de- 
part; and he was compelled, though reluctantly, 
to embrace the only. expedient chat remained; he 


. to S. Denys, Ä the greaelt part of 
his 
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his forces; diſmiſſed his principal adherents to che 
protection of the provinces in which their intereſt 
brag and with a flying my of his beſt troops pre- 
pared to watch * motions 005 Me you we 
Fama. 
That W e ai relief of: - Paris, at hs 5 
requeſt, of the duke of Mayenne and the chiefs of 
the league, inveſted Corbeil; which, though de- 
fended with gallantry, was taken by affault. The 
prince, to ſound the inclinations of the Catholic 
leaders towards the king of Spain, propoſed to 
8 it with his Walloon, or Italian troops; 
but this offer was rejected with indignation by the 
duke of Mayenne and his confederates; and the - 
manner of their refuſal clearly diſcovered their 
jealouſy and ſuſpicion of Philip. The prince g 
confirmed in his opinion, that the moment was 
not yer arrived of avowing the ambitious deſigns 
of his maſter, and influenced ſtill more by the 
 incleniency of the ſeaſon, the ſickly ſtate of his 
troops, the want of money and proviſions, „ deter- 
mined, *notwithſtandirig the importunities of the 
Catholic chiefs, to return into the Netherlands; 
and to leave the contending. parties to exhauſt 
their ſtrength, in mutual animoſity, in hopes their 
weakneſs ne would aus __ an wo | 
Prey to Span- 
e che Cutolics s might be orerponered in his 
EIT 2 5 " —_— | 
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abſence by the ſuperior genius of the king of 
France, the prince left for their ſupport a body of 
"6x thouſand men, and with the reſt of his troops 
| began his march towards the; Netherlands ;* but 
be was ſenſible that ſo enterpriſing a commander 
2s Henry, however his weakneſs had compelled 
him to remain a peaceable ſpectatot of his late 
operations, would not fail to obſerve his retreat 


3 1 with 2 vigilant eye. That he might accompliſh | | 


without loſs this arduous deſign, he drew up his 
army in four diviſions, and marched always in 
order of battle; the country through which he 
paſſed was diligently in the morning reconnoitred 
by his light cavalry, and his army eaeclt ew was 

_ ſecured by ſtrong intrenchments. | 
The moment that Henry was emed of his 
intended route of his adverſary, he collected a 
ſmall but ſelect body of troors; and impatient to 
efface his diſgrace before Paris and Lagni, conti- 
nually hovered round and haraſſed the forces of 
Spain; his bravery and v'gilance were diſplayed 
in inceſſant attacks; but in the paſſage of the 
river Ain his ardour precipitated him amidſt the 
thickeſt of the enemy, and he muſt either have 
e or ſurrendered to the multitude that ſur- 
_ founded him, had he not been diſengaged by the 
active gallantry of baron Biron, ſon to the mareſ- 
cChal; . his danger, n. of avs Sake 
| - feemed 


2 
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and only to- inflame his enterpriſing ſpirit. The 

length of the march, the badneſs of the roads, and 

the advanced ſeaſon of the year, all contributed 

to ſecond his attempts, and to increaſe the diſtreſs 

of the enemy; but every obſtacle vaniſhed before 
the prudence and fkill of the prince of Parma; 

and, without any e confiderable loſs, he einmphant-' x 


. conducted his s into _ 3 _ mw | 


nault. Fl 

The 3 of: n at bebelding bie 
rival thus eſcape with impunity, was increaſed by 
the ſucceſs of the duke of Savoy in Provence, and 
by the unſeaſonable death of pope Sixtus the Fiſth. 
The former reduced Frejus and Antibes, and en- 
tered Aix in triumph; the latter expired at the 
moment that he had determined to break with the 


% 


| Spaniards, and to urge by arms the claim of the 


court of Rome to the kingdom of Naples; Urban 
the Seventh, his tranſient ſucceſſor, within a few 
months ſunk alſo into the grave; and the vacant 
apoſtolical chair was filled with Gregory the Four 
teenth, by birth a Spaniard, and the moſt implaca- 
ble enemy of Henry. He inſtantly declared that 
monarch an heretic, abſolved his ſubjects from 
their allegiance, and involved them in the cenſures 
of the church, unleſs they Rs: won beau 


party dee, had W . 
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15 1591 But the magnanimity of; Hewy 
ſeetned to rife in proportion to the diff. 

culties that preſented themſelves; bailed in re. 
peated attempts to ſurpriſe the city of Pacis, be (ll 

mdintained-his ſuperiority in the field: a ſupply of 

money and ammunition from England enabled 
- him'faon after to beſigge Chartres. In the reduc- 
tion of that city Francis de Coligni, ſon to the ce- 
lebrated admiral, diſplayed qualities which pro- 
miſerl even to ſurpaſs thoſe of his father; and his 
death ſoon after was univerſally deplored by the 
Calviniſts, who were permitted to behold, and to 
lament the loſs of, his virtues, From the acquiſ- 
tien of Chartres, the king directed his attacks to 


Noyon, which was compelled to ſurrender even in 


tlie fight of the duke of Mayenne. | 
The eſcape of the young duke of Guiſe from | 
- the thfiie of Tours, in which he kad born confined 


ever ſince his father's death, increaſed the number 


of Henry's enethies; but the duke of Mayenne, 
taſſed with thoſe who profefſed themſelves his 
maoſt gealous friends. The council of ſixteen had 
again aſſumed the government of the capital; and 

' inflamed with religious and political fury, had 
_ cauſed, on a frivolous charge, and without the 
- on of a trial, the preſident, and two of the coun- 
ſellors, to be ſeized and executed, On informa- 
þ tion 


non of this outrage, the duke of Mayenne, with a 


ſelect body of troops, haſtily returned from Picar- - 
dy ; ſeverely reproached the council for their info: 


lence and temerity ; and as an example to the veſt, 
commanded four of the molt guilty to he inftantly. 
hung up in his hall. The ſurvivors, intimidated - 
by the fate of their deere gledly withdoow 
nenn 

The forces of Henry had been ſwelled by ſix- 
teen thoufand Germans, levied by the viſcount 


. Engliſh, commanded by the earl of Eflex; and 


_ the king of France, with an army of nearly thirty 
' thouſand horſe and foot, laid fiege to Rouen, the 
| capital of Normandy, That eity was defended 


with the higheſt intrepidity and ſkill by the Sieur 


de Villars.; but there was little probability that/ he 
would be long able to reſiſt ſo formidable a force, 
directed by ſo able a commander as Henry. The 
duke of Mayenne, alarmed at the danger | of this 
important place, ſolicited the aſſiſtance of the king 
of Spain; and the prince of Parma was again 
| commanded to enter F. Oy” and endeavour 0 

preſerve Rouen. LE 
Ke began his march about the chile of De- 
cember, and his army, when joined by that of 
the duke of Mayenne, might conſiſt of twenty, 
five thouſand uy and fix thouſand cavalry. 
e 1 Henry 


ed . oy * 


ö 


Run is 3 of his SER and . | 
to relinquiſh his s of a city which he daily 
expected would abt; left his foot to proſe · 
cute the ſiege, and with his horſe advanced to re- 
tard the progreſs of the prince. But his ardour 
on this occaſion precipitated him into a danger 
the moſt lively and imminent; having with four 
warme, horſe outſtripped the reſt of his ſqua- 
drons, he fell in with the van of the Spaniards, 
near the town of Aumale,. Theſe he charged and 
repulſed; and purſued his advantage till he deeply 
engaged himſelf with the adverſe ranks; for ſome 
time he continued fighting deſperately, till wound- 
cad in che reins, and — 
nions killed by his fide, he effected a retreat, 
which it would have been impoſſible for him to 
have accompliſhed, had not the prince of Parma, 
ſuſpicious of an ambuſcade, called off his troops. 
I) be forces of the confederates, though incef- 
ſantly haraſſed and repeatedly attacked, had now 
| penetrated within two days march of Rouen, 


Fo. when they were ſurpriſed by the agreeable in- 


telligence that the governor had availed himſelf 
of the abſence of the king, {allied from the town, 
and deſtroyed the works and cut in pieces great 
aumbers of the beſiegers; mareſchal Biron him- 
ſelf, who commanded, was wounded, and Vil- 
lars, who * to the glory of raiſing the ſiege 

Fe 2 | without 
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without the aſſiſtance of the Spaniards, added, that 
if his garriſon was reinforced, he expected to de- 
fend the town for ſeveral months longer. Though | 
the prince of Parma was of opinion that he ſtill 
ought to purſue his march, and attack the royaliſts 
before they had recovered from their confuſion, 
yet he yielded to the counfels of the duke of May- 
enne, and after detaching eight hundred choſen 
men to Rouen, he turned aſide into ur, and 
inveſted St. Eſprit de Rue. N 
The king himſelf w-as no ſooner in- 
formed of this reſolution than he re- 
turned to preſs the ſiege of Rouen with re- 
doubled vigour. The loſs that he had ſuſ- 
| tained was amply ſupplied by cannon and am- 
munition from the ſtates of Holland, and Vil- 
lars, in a few weeks reduced to diſtreſs, was 
again compelled to implore the relief of tbe 
prince of Parma. That general immediately 
relinquiſhed the ſiege of St. Eſprit de Reu, and 
rapidly preſſed forwards towards Rouen. Though 
Henry could not conceal his mortification at 
being thus obliged twice to abandon à place 
which he had daily expected to occupy, yet 
conſcious of the inferior numbers of his own 
army, he retired from the inauſpicious walls, 
and waited at Pont de VArche the return of his 
es ; whey on the former occafion, ſeeing no 
| S 3 immediate 


D. 1592. 
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| itnttiedints profpiett of a battle; had Oy, | 
and SAR to thei an, ney Provinces. - 


plete the delivbranes of te former cy but 6s 
: hs Necswed a bud in his am fot a — 
ball. | A Never attended the weund; and kt feares 


5 on his recovery had poſſeſſed himſelf ef Caud. 


bec, before be was TeaGble that his wn army 
vas expoſed do u greater Gar than that frem 
which be Bad reliesed the citizens of Rosen. 
Cube is ftusted in the pehinſula Cuux, formed 
by the Svine an the Weſt, and the fes und the river 
d' En on che north and zaft ; and the king was no 
ſooner informed chat the pritee had comenitted 
his fortes within the garrow limits ef Cauæ, chan 
he prepared to efftce by a ignal fevenge the me- 
mory of his former di tents. The nobi- 
 Iity at bis ſumenobs had repalved with eme ae 1 
his ſtands ud; his army by their ready ppearance 
; ſevemteen thovfand foot and 


and after ſeveral | ſhaep ehcouriters, he occupied 
the Lanes rg Which che ng ant 


ew” 
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- fortified OY bonds 3 the © defpat of he 
enemy; and the prince of Parma's health no 
ſooner enabled him to reconnoitre the pofition of 
the royaliſts, than he was convinced no other 
expedient remained than to tranſport his troops 
acrofs the Seine. o paſs the biodd/ and rapid | 
eam of that river, with fo confiderable an army | 
incumbered with artillery and baggage, and in 
fight of a vigilant. and powerful adverfary, ap- 
peared to the duke of Mayenne and the moft ex. 
perienced officers utterly - impracticable; but no 
difficulties could depreſs the bold and inventive 
genius of the prince of Parma. He collected 
from Rouen a number of boats and rafts ; he 
cleared by his cannon che Seine of the Dutch ſhips 
which occupied it; he availed himſelf of the tiſing 
grounds between him and the royaliſts, which 


_ ſeized the favourable moment of a thick miſt, and 
While his cavalry threatened a ſerious attack on 


| the works of the enemy, his infantry, with the at- 


tilery and baggage, fafely croſſed the river; they 
were rapidly followed by the horfe ; and the rear 


was ſecured from loſs or infule by two batteries a 
1 ly erected * 
had for ſeveral days flattered himſelf 
£ vi" mas fr Rape fn | 
| i 7 og - wn 


W 


ſcreened his motions from che fight of Henry; he 
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ſive victory, and his mortification was in propor 
| dien to the 8 of his former expeCtatior 
His rival had again eluded his efforts, and pol 
ſeſſed himſelf in his retreat to the Netherlands of 
Epernai, while the duke of Mayenne with a part 
of his forces had entered Rouen. The exhauſted 
ſtate of the king's finances had compelled him to 


diſſband the majority of his army; on the fron- 


tiers of Anjou the prince of Conti was defeated 
by the duke of Mercceur, a zealous leaguer, and 
A younger branch of the houſe of Lorrain; Eper- 
nai was indeed recovered by the royaliſts, bur the 
acquiſition was attended with the death of the 
mareſchal Biron, whoſe career of military glory 
Was terminated by a cannon ball. On the other 
hand, in Dauphine, Leſdaguieres, who had firmly 
. attached himſelf to the fortunes of Henry „ van- 
quiſhecdl the duke of Savoy, and purſued him to 
che very gates of Turin; and the duke of Joyeuſe, 
who commanded in Languedoc an army of ſeven 
thouſand. men in the ſervice of the league, vas 
routed by the royal troops under Themines, and 
miſerably periſhed with the greateſt Pre: of his fol- 
lowers in the waters of the Tarn. 
The league was induced by 18 diluſters't to * 
— again the aſſiſtance of Spain; and the prince 
of Parma was once more commanded to march 
to the n of the: Catholic cauſe, Bur the 
 conſti- 


5 ; IE 


oe 
. . 
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conſtitution. of 0 that able mene een n 


fatally impaired by the en —— Foe= 
ceſſive campaigns; the wound which he had re- 


| ceived before Candbic had- never properly healed ; 


and while he applied with his wonted aſſiduity to 
haſten the neceſſary preparations for his expedi- 

tion, his death deprived the king of Spain of a 

ſubject whoſe ſagacity and penetration had re- 
united to his crown great part of the Netherlands, 
and delivered the king of France from a rival 
5 whoſe ſplendid military talents had ſo oſten baffled | 
| his beſt concerted enterpriſes. - On his deceaſe, the 


government of the Netherlands was committed 


to count Peter Erneſt, of Mansſveldt, whoſe ſon 
Charles led a Spaniſh army of ſeven thouſand ve- 
_  teran ſoldiers to the ſupport of the league; and 
| after, in conjunction with the duke of Mayenne, 0 
reducing Noyon, returned to Flanders. 
Philip had hitherto laviſhed his 
treaſures and the blood of his ſub- 
jects to keep alive the flame of war in France; 
but the progreſs of his arms had yet been attend - 6 
ed with no permanent advantage, and he now en- 
deavoured by negociation to ſecure in his family 


A. D. 1351. 


the crown, the object of his ambition. His im- 


portunity had prevailed on the duke of Mayenne 
to aſſemble the ſtates at Paris, and the duke of 
8 Fans, the * ne. endęavoured to 

: | _ _— | 
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1 perſuade the deputies to place Iſabelle, the day 
ter of his royal maſter, on the throne. Though 
even the moſt bigoted Catholics abhorred a mea - 
ſure which muſt have rendered France, in fact, a 
province of Spain, yet conſcious they were unable 
to comend wich Henry, unleſs ſupported by Phi- 
lip, they Rtudioufly concealed their averſion, and 
expreſſed an affetted ſolicitude in regard to the 
perſon whom the latter prince might name for his 
| daughter's conſort. The archduke of Auſtria they 
unanimouſly rejected, and declared that they 
never would ſubmit to her union with a foreign 
prince. The young duke of Guiſe, the next 
object of Philip's choice, was endeared to them 
| bythe name and popularity of his father ; but 
tte duke of Mayenne beheld with ſecret diſguſt 
his nephew preferred before his fon ; while out- 
wardly he profeſſed the higheſt ſatisfaction at the 
propoſal, he privately determined to traverſe it ; 


© and infiſted, both for the honour of the king of 


Spain and for the ſafety. of the duke of Guiſe, 
that the election of Iſabella ſhould be deferred tiſl 
an army was afſembled - ſufficient to overwhelm 
nnn en the 
throne. 
| Bur while he king ef Spain und ths Catholic 
chiefs were bewildered in an endleſs labyrinth of 
3 . by an event as 
: — 
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important as it was unexpected. Henry had be- 


held with anxiety the aſſembly of the ſtates, and 
dreaded the intrigues of the duke of Mayenne with 


the court of Spain. He perceived the religious 


prejudices of the Catholics were confirmed by a ſe- 


ries of long and bloody hoſtilities; thoſe who hi- 


therto acted with him, had been deluded by the 


hopes of his converſion ; their patience was now 
_ exhauſted ; and they publicly ſuggeſted the neceſ- 


fity of transferring their allegiance to the cardinal - 


of Bourbon, the couſin of the king; defirous of 


delivering his people from the calamities of war, . 


the hamanity of Henry co-operated with his am- 
bition; even the moſt diſtinguiſhed of the Proteſ- 


tant leaders, and his favourite Roſny, afterwards = 
better known by the title' of duke. of Sully, ex- 


| horted him to conſult the happineſs of his ſubjects, 


and to relinquiſha faith which he only could main- 


tain amidſt ſcenes of blood and devaſtation. In 


conſequence of this advice, Henry invited the Ca- 


tholic divines throughout his kingdom to come 
and inſtruct him in their religion; and after being 


preſent at ſeveral conferences, he profeſſed himſelf | 


ſatisfied with their argument, heard maſs at St. 
Denys, read aloud his confeffion of the Catholic 


faith, and declared his ogra rage to 


e . debe! it. 
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b. Ta E * af: 3 11 | 
A. 1593+ to have enſured the ſubmiſſion of his 
5 Catholic ſubjects: but the embers of civil com- 
motion which had been waked: into life by the 
breath of religion, were now fanned by that of am- 
bition; and the voice of the pope, which might 
have \eptinguilhed, ſtill continued to nouriſh the 
deſtruc- 


185 
demuclive flame. Gregory the Fourteenth was 
indeed no more, and Innocent the Ninth, who 
with the power "ſeemed to have ſucceeded: to the 


ü implacable diſpoſition of his predeceſſor, had alſo 
ſunk into the grave; but Clement the Eighth, 


who had been elected to the honours of the ponti- 


ficate, ſtill refuſed to admit the: ambaſſadors of 
Henry, or to relieve. him from the ſentence of 
excommu nication which had been e 
againft him. 
The duke of Mapenne ad abs Spaniſh mini- 


ſters, alarmed at the intelligence that Henry had 


entered the pale of the Catholic church, reſumed 
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their intrigues with redoubled vigour. They re- 


preſented it to the people merely as a political 


device to evade the election of a Catholic prince; 


and they perſuaded a number of their adhergnts - 
to ſwear that they would not acknowledge Henry: 


for king, unleſs his converſion was ratified by 


the pope ; while at the ſame time they employed 
their influence to confirm the inflexible diſpoſition 


of the ſee of Rome. Philip was now more ſenſi· 
ble than ever of his error in connecting himſelf 
with the duke of Guiſe, a young nobleman of 
little weight, in preference to the duke of May- 


enne; he ordered his minifters to acquaint that 


powerful leader, that on mature conſideration he 
had changed his intentions, and was determined 
%% TTT | "3-4 
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o beſt che hand of his daugher bella on hi 
fon. _ 
by Bue while Phitip and: the ee eee 
endeavoured to fortify themſelves againſt the in · 


Cereaſing influence of the king of France, the 


hand of an obſcure enthuſiaſt, who earned a daily 
and flender pittance as 2 waterman on the Loire, 
was already prepared to extinguiſh - their 
with the life of his ſovereign, - James Mumie, 
for ſuch. was the name of the unhappy biget, 
ad communicatec . eee rp ae E 
party of the eee 3 zartatior x had 
confirmed his reſolution ; at length he revealed 
them to a dominican friar at Lyons, who ſtruck 
with horror at the crime, contrived to tranſmit 
to the king, with the picture of the aſſaſſin, an 
account of che atrocious deed that he meditated. 
From the reſemblance of the portrait, Barrier 
vas diſcovered and apprehended at Meulan; and 
: after confeſling his guilt, and in vain endeavour- 
ing to impeach the count of Soiſſons as having 
PEI en ts WE war-exccuted as 2 
| Migbyl chi aniniy. of es lags cu: 


' abated, their reſources were in a great meafure 
:  n_—_ they had ſolicited, and Henry had 


eee 
Ce | Fs, | after- 
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aficrwards extended to fix more; and the -ſweets 
bol tranquillity which the people in this interval 


had taſted, rendered them ſtill more averſe to 
plunge again into the calamities of war. "The 
deſcription. of ſcenes, clouded by anarchy, and 
where an. independent intereſt was maintained in 
almoſt every different province, cannot fail of fa- 
tiguing the patience of the reader. The duke of - 
Savoy was routed again by Leſdiguieres, who 
alſo diſperſed an army of three thouſand Spaniards 
on the frontiers, and checked in Provence the ar- 
rogance of the duke d'Epernon ; but Languedoc 
unidf che general diſtraction was exempted 

tom the miſeries which had afäcted the reſt of 
the kingdom; and the prudence of the mareſchal 
Montmorency, which had ſecured the peace of 
that province, was * by the king my the 
ſword of conſtable. | 
In vain did the: intrigues-of the 
court of Spain and Rome endeavour 
to allay that ſatisfaRion with which every honeſt 
Catholic in France had heard the news of their ſo- 
vereign's converſion to the faith they profeſſed. 
Lewis de VHoſpital, marquis of Vitri, had on 
the death of Henry the Third withdrawn himſelf 
from the preſent king, and was by the league en- 
_ truſted wih the city of Meaux. He had fre- 
0 quently, Þut in "os . the duke of 
8 i | Mayenne 
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nined the authority of the league; „but ie diſor- „ 
1 ſummoned the duke to that pro—- re 
deprived the count of Belin, ö 
whoſe inclinations he perceived to lean ſe : 
vards the king, of the government of the „ 
and now conferred it on Charles de Coſoè, count 
of Briſfac. That — ee 8 


of forming France into a ſimilar republic. 
had been received with cold contempt | 


* 
1 
ens of: the hw: publices ene and 
anxious for bis intereſt and his 
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| eonditons agreed to admit the pal faices ins 
the city of Paris. While the Spaniard 


auuuſed by the art of Briflac, ee ee | 


opened to Henry and his army, rere 
ſeſſed himſelf of the ſquares and princi 
The Pariſians received their fovercign with kind 
acclamations ; de IP wh __ <> ned the moſt ex- 
| throughout bore the appear N nd 5 
curity. The Spaniards alone, about four thou- 
— eerie ebs.2 
Feria, ſtill occupied the quarters of St. Anthony 
and St. Martin, with the Baſtile and the Temple. 
| Fheſe they diligently fortified, and declared 
reſolution, if attacked, to defanck thank e bo the 
Aſt extremity ; but from this deſperare delign they 


were ſoon diverted by Henry, who, unwil 
pollute with blood chat capital which he bad juſt 
recoxered, eee e e e ee 
the honours of war. FN gs Tb 
The enemies of Henry, 1 had refited ! 
ame, were vanquiſhed by his clemency. His 
generous ſpirit, ſuperior to reſentment; revolted 
at the. idea of puniſhing. thoſe who were willing 
to ſubmit; and he received bis moſt inveterate 
foes with a degree of goodneſs and condeſcen - 


76086 which-for Wann chem to his ſervice. 
Ws 


273 
the ducheſs of Moneyenfier, who had dif. 
ungvildeck herſelf by the moſt indecent and 1 
ves, was admitted to his preſenee, and | 
by his familiar converfation, he endeavoured to 
baniſh that confuſion which ſhe could not entirely 
conceal; Briflac, with a liberal-pecuniary reward, 
was raiſed to the rank of mareſchal ;-P'Huillier, 
mayor of Paris, who had diſplayed equal, and 
more difintereſted zeal, was preferred to the poſt 
of prefident of accounts ; white a general amneſty 
| diffipated the fears, an need rally to the 5 
anxious multitude. 85 
| Villas, who had defended Rouen with fuck 
diſtinguiſhed Krill and courage, ſoon after opened 
the gates of that city, and' proclaimed Henry- the 
Fourth, His return to his aHegiance was recom- 
penſed with the dignity of admiral, and the go- 
vernment of the place he had ſurrendered ;-Cam- 
bray, which had been wreſted from the Spaniards 
by the duke of Anjou, and by that prince had 
been bequeathed to Catherine of Medicis, was 
ruled with independent authority by Balagny, a 
French afficer, whom the queen-mother had en- 
truſted with the defence of it. The waining for- 
runes of the league recalled Balagny to a ſenſe of 
his delicate ſituation; and he was conſcious that 
he mult ſeek a protector in the king of France, 
ION his  partiality to his native country 
Wes * 2 deter- 
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| determined bim to prefer che ſupport of the for 
mer; and he acknowledged his dependance on 
Henry, on condition that under him he ſhould be 
permitted to enjoy the ren Enty, with the- 505 
of prince of Cambray..; 5, 

The duke of Mayenne, bee! by he —_ 
deſertion of his confederates, again ſolicited the 
ſupport of Spain; and though Philip could no 
longer flatter himſelf with the hopes of obtaining 
the crown of nme, his implacable enmity to 
Henry, and his dread leſt that monarch, when 
firmly eſtabliſned on n his throne, ſhould vevive the 
pretenſions of his houſe to Navarre, determined 
him ſtill to keep alive the flames of civil war. He 
detached Charles count of Manſveldt with an 

army of twelve thouſand men, to invade the pro- 
vince of Picardy; the count laid ſiege to the town 
of la Capelle, and before Henry could march 
to its aſſiſtance, the griſon was PT, to c- 
pitulate. "FEES. 

The king ene had aſſembled an r ef 

twelve thouſand infantry and two thouſand ca- 
valry; and to indemnify himſelf for the loſs of la 
Capelle, he inveſted Laon. That city, ſtrongly 
fortified, and well eee was defended by a 

numerous garriſon, commanded by one of the 

braveſt officers of che league, and animated by 
the preſence of the count of Somerive, ſecond ſon 


tao 
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to the Aube of Mayenne. Henry carried on his 
operations with his wonted ardour; and the duke | 


of Mayenne, alarme for the fate of the town, the 
moſt conſiderable that remained in his poſſeſſion, 
advanced to the relief of it with the Spaniſh 
forces, the chief command of which Philip had 
onferred on him; but his efforts were conti- 


nually fruſtrated by che valour and activity of the = 


mareſchal Biron, ſon to the celebrated commander 


who had periſhed before Epernai, and who now | 


emulated the martial fame of his father. May- 


enne, diſtreſſed for provifions, was at length com- 


pelled to retreat; but though haraſſed, and re- 


peatedly attacked by the ſuperior forces of the 
royaliſts, be maintained an undaunted counte- 


nance, repulſed by his conduct and courage the 7 


atempts of his enemies, and reached La Fera in 
ſafety; on his retreat, La 


diſ- 


out with all the honours of war, and Hen 


played his magnanimity by treating the count of 


n, hopeleſs of ſuccour, 
capitulated; the garriſon was permitted to enn 


Somerive with every mark of reſpect. A con- 


duct ſo truly generous, could not but impreſs the 
enemies of the king with the moſt favourable ſen- 

timents; and the duke of Guiſe, mortified at the 
ards, and impelled by his ad- 


neglect of the Sp: 
miration of Henry, reconcil W to his ſo- 


5 
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vereign, and delivered to him he n 15 Vir, 

The daily eee his ſabj As 90 their alley 

ance, and the expiring ſtate of he league, in. 

5 ſpired Henry with more r. counſels. He 

tered into a treaty of alliance with the revolted 

inhabitants of the Netherlands, who, by the. treat 

of Utrecht, had laid the foundation of a free re- 

public under the title of the United” Provinces. 

While the allies purſued .their joint preparations 
with diligence, the enemies of Hen Again 

ſolved 0 / affail the life of chat monarch; as the 

. king in his apartments of the Louvre ſtooped 10 

' embraces mobliman that. was. preſented 4. him, 

de received a ſtroke from a knife that eut his lip, 

and broke one of his teeth; the compoſure. of 

Henry diſpelied the conſternation of his friends; 

_ the aſſaſſin was immediately diſcovered and ſeized. 

His name was John Chatel, a ſcholar of the col- 

yy lege of the Jeſuits, to the influence of whoſe doc- 

| nines he attributed his's acious attempt. Chatel 

was inſtantly conſigned to the puniſhment due to 

bis crime father John Guignand, who was ac- 

cuſed of having vindicated in his writings the 

4 eee eee pag e e 
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mnianded, on che penalty of 


| the Jeſuits was cor 
death, to quit the dominions of France. 7 
Henry, ſtill more determined in his 
reſolution; to proſecute the war, and .me 
to ſeek in camps that ſafety which was denied him 
in his own palace, entered the county of Bur- 
gundy, Dijon, the capital of Wich had already 
declared for him; But he had ſcatce poſſeſſed 
himſelf of Troyes, before he was inforined that 
aniards, commanded by the conſtable Ve- 
aſco, and joined" By che duke of Mayenne, had 
paſſed the Saone. At Fontain Frongoiſe, the 
lerates were attacked by Henty with his 
wonted ardour and impetuofity. At the head of 
eighteen hundred” horſe and foot, the King of 
France carried carnage and confuſion through an 
amy of fourteeri thouſand men; but had not the 
caution of Velaſco" reſiſted the importuni 
| the duke” of Mayenne, neither the 
Henry, nor the fidelity of his comm panions, could 
have prevented him from being overpowered by 
the numbers of his enemies; but the Spaniard, 
intimidated by the boldneſs of his affailants, 
founded a retreat, left the king in poſſeſſion of the 
field” of battle, and early next morning repaffed 
the Saone, He thence purſued his — 1 che 
town of Gray, f where, TY the 3 
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camp, and determined to remain on the defenſive, | 
hut in Picardy the campaign opened with eyents 
leſs auſpicious to France. The count of F 'uentes, 
who had been appointed by Philip governor: of the 
Netherlands, penetrated into that province, reduced 
Chatelot, and. endeayoured, by treachery, to pol. 
ſeſs himſelf of. Haw ; his troops were admitted in- 
to. the crown, but the caſtle: ll eilte their al. 
tacks. Baffled in this en „ he pointed 
march towards Dourlens, which he immediately i in- 
veſted. Senſible of the importance of that city, 
Admiral Villars, with a body of ſelect ſoldiers, ad- 
vanced to reinforce the, garriſon. He was met, 
encountered, and overwhelmed, by the ſuperior 
. forces of che Spaniards, and periſhed in the field, 
Tit, fifteen hupdred of his companions, gallantly 
fighting to the laſt. Dourlens was ſoon after car- 
ried by affaylt, and the braye de ders of its 
| diſdaming to atk q; quarter, were put to the ſyor 
The ſucceſs which h had attended Fuentes, 


— Gehe, 0 — che Spaniſh omm⸗ 
rerminec ta ſignaliſe his arms by the fiege of that 
city. Balagay had ſpared. no expence or pains in 
ſtren hening, the fortifications of the place. The 

Z arriſon amounted .to - three thouſand foot, and 
* Na dr y Ll 3 was well fur- 
= niſhed 
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niſhed with mili ary ſtores. and -provifions.” The 
principal officers of Fuentes repreſented to hinithe 
danger of waſting his forces in ſo arduous an en- 
terpriſe, but he refuſed, to liſten to their remon- 
trance „and began his operations without delay. 
They were carried on with a degree of ſkill and 
vigour that even vanquiſhed the reſiſtance of de 
whom Henry had ſent with a reinforeement 
to othe affitance- of the beſieged. The inhabitants, 
diſguſted with the extortion and inſolence of Ba- 
lagny, co · operated with the arms of the Spaniards, 
and opened their gates to the aſſailants; the gar- 
riſon retired into the caſtle, but were ſoon com- 
pelled to ſurrender from the want of proviſions. 
Cambray was again reſtored to the dominions f 
Spain; and the tranſient eee, of _— 
was extinguiſhed for ever. W hy N 
In the mean while the king of Sans croffed 
the Saone in purſuit of Velaſco, and, unable to 
draw the conſtable Tons: his intrenchments, : er. 
Fear the conqueſt of that its was diberwdd £ 
by the powerful mediation of the Swiſs Cantons; 
but the inactivity of the Spaniards awakened the 
jealouſy» of the duke of Mayenne, who at length ' 


determined to ſeparate himſelf from allies be could 


no. 8 cone in. His u r had al. 
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Kill perfiſted i in his ba never to effect a . 


to him to 


by the pope; Henry ſecretly ſug 


retire to Chalons, a town till in bis power, till 


Clement ſhould relent ; and affured him chat no 
advantage ſhould be taken in his abſence of him- 
ſelf, nor of his adherents ; the duke had ſcarce ar- 
rived at that place, when the Roman pontiff, fully 
convinced that Henry was firnily eftabliſhed on 
his throne, abfolved him in form from the cen- 
VCC = | 
predeceſſors. - ; 


7 Mee ee pee Jin liateh 
* 1856. throw: himſelf at the feet of his ſo- 


vereign, and vowed a  fideliry "which he ever 


afterwards' inviolably preſerved. The duke of 


Guiſe in Provence equally diſplayed by actions 
che fincerity of his ſubmiſſion; he ſurpriſed Mar- 
ſeilles, checked the arrogance of the duke d' Eper- 


non, who had affumed the ſtyle of independence, 
and reduced that haughty - chieftain to implore 
emency of his royal maſter. Henry him- 


| A reien” from Franche Compts, had 
entered Picardy, and inveſted 


of the fortifications, and b aber of 


the garriſon, had determined him to- relinquiſh 
5 e e eee rg affault, and to depend 


but certain effect: of famine. The 
Spaniards, 


\ 
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;ards, commanded by the archduke Albert, 


in whoſe fayour Philip had fuperſded the count 


of ent ae ee eee 
of beſieging ſome other frontier. town which 
mig penſ⸗ for the leſs of that place. The 

Ir 0 e Ronè, 4 native of France, and a zealous 5 
officer of the league, who had been refuſed by 


Henry the rank of mareſchal, repreſented the | 


defenceleſs ſtate of Calais, and urged the arch- 
duke to aſpire to that important acquiſition. Al- 
bert yielded to his ſuggeſtions, and entruſted the 
conduct of the enterpriſe to de Ronè himſelf, whoſe 
bold and active genius, and diſtinguiſhed {kill in 

war, eminently qualified. him for the undertaking. 
lo deceive Henry, che archduke till affected 

to mediate the relief of La Fere, and began his 
march towards that place, while de Rone ſud - 
denly turned to Calais with a body of ſelect 
troops, and poſſeſſed himſelf, after 2 faint reſiſt- 
ance, of the two forts which commanded the en- 
trance of the town and the harbour. He was 
quickly followed by Albert and his whole army ; 
the ſuperior numbers of the Spaniards ſoon pe- 
netrated into the ſuburbs and occupied the town; 
and the caſtle alone reſiſted the arms of the be- 
fiegers. To reinforce the garriſon of that for- 
trols, Manalet, women of Foix, had . a 
5 
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this additional forc 

ing the attacks of the Spaniards ; and Henry en- 
dured the mortification of beholding the banners 
of Spain diſplayed from the citadel of Calais, at 
the moment that he had advanced from La ere : 


* 

4 
* 

} 
. 
7 * 
— 
* 
* 
ay 
a7 
1 
{ 
* 
tl 
. 8 

Y 

* 

» 

8 

Af 
3 
: 


* 05 as (rus cs ne 
m7 A n 


i. - —2 „ 1 —— — eg 
F 


HISTORY or ERANC E 


paſſage for himſelf and three hundred 1 
nions through the lines of the enemy. But even 
ce was not capable of withſtand- 


of La Fere, while the archduke, after repairing 
the fortifications of Calais, led his troops againſt 


the town of Ardres. The Rrength of that place, 


it was reaſonably expected, might have reſiſted 


the arms of the Spaniards till La Fere had ſur- 
rendered; and the garriſon at firſt diſplayed 
their valour in repeated vigorous ſallies; but no 
ſooner had the troops of Spain poſſeſſed them- 


ſelves of the ſuburbs, than the marquis of Belin, 
who commanded in Ardres, baſely yielding to 


his fears, propoſed to his offcers to capitulate. 
Though the propoſal was rejected with diſdain 
by the majority of the council, yet the marquis 


availing himſelf of his ſuperior authority, offered 


to open his gates on condition that the garriſon 
ſhould march out with the honours" of war; Al- 


7 4 ber _ agreed; and che 1 was 
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From that Mats 5 Sl of Keane bad 90 
preſſed forwards with an army, ſwelled by the 
zeal of his nobility, and with the moſt ſanguine 
expectations of öns the ſiege of Ardres. His 


bopes were clouded by the mortifying intelli- 


gence of the ſhameful capitulation of the marquis 
of Belin ; with the approbation of his principal 
officers; he ſtill however continued to advance to 
compel his enemy if poſſible to give battle; but 
Albert, after placing ſtrong garriſons in the towns 
had taken, and unwilling to hazard a deciſive 
gagemen wich Henry, retired from the domi- 

85 nions of France into the province of Artois; and 
che King, after aking the caſtle of Imbercourt by 
aſſault, and making an ineffectual attempt on Ar- 
ras, returned to his capital, and left mareſchal Bi- 
ron, with a body of ſix thouſand troops, to ſecure 
the frontiers of Picardy,. : | 
That enterpriſing officer did not « lng: confine 
his operations to the cautious ſyſtem which had 
been recommended to him. He entered the pro- 
vince of Artois, retaliated on that country the in- 
Jjuries of France, and ſpread the terror of his 
arms along the ſouthern frontier of the Nether- 8 
lands. The archduke had for. fome time been 


eng. in the fiege of Hulſt, but no ſooner 
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temper of the duke of Mon — 
him to che nobility of France as a proper repre- 
ſemative to earry their injurious props 
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liſh the reduftion of ther plce 


7 than 5 Jinn the marquis of Varambon, with 
a confiderabte body of forces, to check the de- 


ſtructive progreſs of the French. Biron informed 
that the marquis was on his march to offer bat- 


1 ee TN to meet him; bis fxilful 


cade, were routed with conſidbrable flaughter, 
ant Varambon himſelf became a captive to the 


French; the duke d'Arſchot, who was appointed 


to facceed him, and to reſtore the honour of the - 


Spaniſh arms, though. he avoided the fate of his 


predeceflor, was reduced to remain a ff 
of the deſtruction of the country ; which the en- 


valry of Biron ftill continued to inſuk and ravage 
till the egg of winter IE thee to 


retire. 
The fatisfattion which Hency ah. 

ſucceſs of his generals, was alloyed by the factious 

and aſpiring diſpoſition of his. nobles. The caly 


throne. The duke, in an audience Nom Henry, 
Radiouſly dwelt on the dangerous ftate of the 
kingdom, and the difficulties that ftill obſtrufted = 
the re-eſtabliſhment of the re tranquillity ; ; he 
added, 


4 
9 * 
. 

9 


| HISTORY OF FRANCE 257 


ie one meaſure till remained; to reſign to 


the different governors the hereditary right of the 
provinces chey preſided and to require of 
them only homage and allegiance; the zeal and 
gratitude of theſe dependant princes would for 
ever attach them to his ſervice, and the troops 


they would conftantly maintain for his ſupport, 


would enable. him to triumph over his foreign 
enemies. The king remained ſome moments in 
llent indignation ; but no ſooner had the emo- 
tions of anger and aſtoniſhment fubſided, than 
he declared his reſolution rather to fubmit to the 
moſt adverſe fortune, than conſent to a propo- 
fal that would fix only an empty ſceptre in his 
hand, and reduce him to the ſhadow of royalty. 
His reproaches awakened: the duke of Montpen- 
ſier to a juſt ſenſe of his temerity ; he implored 
the forgiveneſs of his ſovereign; and by his future 
fidelity diſconcerted the deſigns of thoſe who had 
alured him to aft a part ſo unworthy TING | 
the blood. 

Joyeuſe, who had quicted the habit 
of + Wenk by refine of 1 i Ber, 
now with the ſame facility deferted the dectining 
fortunes of the league, opened the gates of Thou- 


A.D. 1597. 


louſe, and returned to his allegiance to his ſove- 
reign. The duke of Nemours had already en- 


W the ſame intention, when his negocia - 
| tions 
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0 8875 about a n of a mile from the capi- 


tions were cis b the ook of death ; 
his brother however continued the treaty. that 
be had began, and reconciled himſelf to the 
crown; but while the king from theſe examples 
| flattered himſelf with the hourly expectations of 
| beholding the royal authority firmly eſtabliſhed, 
bis fortitude was ſeverely exerciſed by an unex- 
pected diſaſter that cooled the ardour of his ne wly- 
acquired friends, and revived * ee, __ of 
the league. 

Amiens, the 1 4 Picardy, 10 lately ſub⸗ . 


| mitted to the king of France, and the citizens, 


with their ancient privileges, had obtained an ex- 
emption from being garriſoned by regular troops: 
their ſubſequent conduct proved how unworthy 
- they were of the honourable truſt ' repoſed in 
them. Of. fifteen thouſand inhabitants who were 


_._ enrolled, only a few were employed as centinels 


and guards, and even thoſe performed their duty 


in the moſt remiſs manner. Their negligence 
had not eſcaped the knowledge of Portocarrera, 
governor of Dourlens, an officer brave and en- 


terpriſing, and who, encouraged by the vicinity of 


his ſituation, e a ſcheme ſor ſurpring 


Amiens. With three thouſand. horſe and foot he 
marched from Dourlens, and, concealed by the 
darkneſs of the night, reached at dawn an. her- 


tal 


* — — 4 


tal of Pad, FT welve of his moſt reſolute ſol- 
diers, diſguiſed as peaſants, and with arms beneath 
their. frocks, were ſent forwards as ſoon as the 
gates of the city were opened; ſome nuts which 
they carried, and affected accidentally to ſpill, 
amuſed the guards; a waggon which they had 


driven, and intentionally ſtopt in the gateway, | 


prevented the portcullis from bein g let down; 
they fell with fury on the aſtoniſhed centinels, 
were ſoon ſupported by Portocarrero and his 
| troops, | who ruſhed forwards to join them; and 
after a feeble reſiſtance, and a ſlaughter of about 
an hundred citizens, Amiens ſubmitted to the arms 
of the Spaniards. 
I be loſs of a city b ſtrong, 0 well FEET 
und o near to Paris, ſtruck Henry with conſter- 
nation. Calais, one of his principal ſea · ports, 
was already i in the poſſeſſion of Spain, and by 
their preſent conqueſt the forces of Philip might 
extend their incurſions to the very gates of his 
capital. Though labouring under a ſevere in- 
di poſition, the conſequence of his too licentious - 
amours, the king renounced the cate of his per- 
ſon, to provide for the defence of his kingdom; 
he determined to poſtpone every other confdera- 
tion to the recovery of Amiens, and immediately - 
ordefed mareſchal Biron to inveſt the town with 
whatever forces be could lad from the -neigh- 
Je vor. 1. 125 | "7: ; bouring 
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bouting garriſons, ' while be Rial 1 1 td 
Paris to provide the neceſſary ſupplies for the j pro- * 
2 fecytion, of chis enterpriſe. 1 
N abilities of the baron de Roſny, & to EY 
» Henry had entruſted the regulation of his finances, 
Lurmounted every obſtacle, and repleniſhed. the 
exhauſted coffers of his ſovereign; the zeal of tile 
duke of Mayenne u was eminently dil iſplayed to ſe⸗ 
| cond the efforts ofa 2 monarch whom he had ſo long 
.oppoſed ; the friendſhip, of. Elizabeth had rein. 
forced him with four thouſand t troops: ; and the in- 
defatigable induſtry of the mareſchal Biron, jealous 
of the preſence of the king, and ambitious of mili- 
i fame, had already rendered the blockade com. 
9 \ Plere, andi rapidly advanced che ſiege, when Henry 
.. himſelf joined the army. Conſcious of the havght 
5 ſpirit of Biron, he ſuffered him ſtill” to retain the 
ts command; but though the beſie iegers carried on 
their operations with redoubled' ardour and als. 
crity, yet the garriſon "diſputed every Inch of 
ground with incredible obſtinacy; - the death of 
Fortocarrero, who fell in a deſperate fally, dimi- 
' niſhed not their confidence; ; and the defence was 
conducted with the ſame Kill and spirit as befor 
by the marquis de Montenegro. ou 
__ Henry already had ffruggled for five months with 
. every. difficulty | that the experience or courage of 


- the * could . when” he \ was at Ae 


* 


% % I 


Hes. 6c Sire, ſaid he, cc you , c 


ee rains, , e 7 —_ =p the : 
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alarmed by the, approach of the. ten vboz 55 
At; the, command of P hilip, with an army of twen- 
ty-five 1 thouſand men, prefled e to the re- 
Lief of Amiens, and appeared n fight of. the 

French camp: the mareſchal , tranſported 1 
by bis uſual ardour, adviſed the king to accept 


| their offer of battle; his counſel was oppoſed hy 


the cautious, remonſtrances of the duke of May- 


camE to take 
« Amiens, and not f o fight.” Henry for pore 


a picfaged the. vdice oY prudence to that of glory; | 
be kept. within his intrenchmients; ; the archduke; _ 
N alter ineffecually endeavouring to provoke him 


to action, retired, to Arras, and reſigned Amiens 


-_ its fee, which, ſoon Fer ſurrendered to the 
French, * 


From the kde of Ann, aud kap 


ibe province of Artois, Henry turned his arms 
againſt. Dourlens 3, che vigilance of Albert bad ' 
already provided that city with every thing ne- 5 
. ceffary to its defence, and the king had ſcarce 


. commenced. the ſiege before he repented of his 5 : 
enterpriſe. The troops were harafſed by the fa: | 
e 22 had ſuſtained. before Amiens; diſ- 2 


artil- . 
" 4 Fy 
” * — 
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N artillery ; ; the king, convinced of his error, aban- 


doned the hopeleſs attempt ; > and after diſbanding 
the majority of his forces, and leaving his cavalry 
i for the defence wo che frontier, he returned to 
ET: Pan. 5 

. 9 5 "TN The gal part of the an 
ess had acknowledged the authority of 

155 Henry; but in Brittany the league ſtill nouriſhed 
"the flames of ſedition, .and the fire 'was ſecretly 

3 id by the counſels and influence of Philip duke 
7 „ Mercur, of the houſe of Lorrain. For two 
© * ſucceſſive years that prince, while he profeſſed 
the moſt profound reſpect for the throne, had 
1 maintained a proud and dangerous independence; 
but the king, determined to extinguiſh theſe 
ſparks. of civil commotion, aſſembled his forces 
on the return of ſpring, and had already ad · 
vanced to Angers, when his further progreſs was 
tendered unneceſſary by the ſubmiſſion of the 
© ſtates of Brittany, and of the duke of Mercceur, 
The former ex pelled the Spaniards from the few 
towns they ſtill held, and reftored the royal au- 
thority; ; the latter, white he implored the cle · 
men of his fovereign, interefted in his favour 
the fair Gabrielle d Eſtrees, the favourite miſtreſs 
. Henry. The duke offered to beſtow the hand 
of his daughter, the heireſs of his vaſt eſtates, 

1 * . oa ** chat 885 Ip Henry. 

The 
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The nuptials were celebrated with princely magni- 
ficence at Angers; the ſubmiſſive” proteſtations of 
the duke of Mercur were accepted; and bis 
former errors were conſigned to oblivion. 2 
The recovery of Amiens and the extinction- of | 
the league, opened the eyes of Philip to the va- 
nity of thoſe flattering dreams of conqueſt by 
which he had been ſo long deluded. His ad- 
vanced age and broken health warned him of his 
approaching end, and he was unwilling to leave 


his inexperienced- ſucceſſor involved in a bloody _ 


and dangerous war. Peace on the other hand 
was no leſs defirable to Henry, and ſome reſpite | 


was required to cloſe the wounds under which 


his kingdom had bled for ſo many years. The 
| mediation of Clement, as the common father of | 
both princes, was accepted; at the requeſt of the 


Roman pontiff a congreſs was held by the pleni- 


potentiaries of France and Spain at Vervins, a 
town in Picardy ; though the queen of England 
and the ſtates of Holland offered Henry the moſt 
effectual ſupport for the continuance of the war, 
he declined, with every profeſſion of Eratitude, a 


5 ſyſtem which he declared muſt end in the utter 


win of his kingdom; and after ſeveral difficulties 
which the zeal of Clement was ſucceſsfully em- 
ployed in removing, Henry ſigned a peace, by 
wanh 1 N indeed, his claims on Cam- 

"WS ms  bray, 


- 
=» 
3 
. : 
iy da 

7 

r I 

3 

5 7 

» . 

* 

* 

HY 

4 

4 * 

1 

5 8 

* 


# 


ip. 


and 


* 
« 


bil 


7 


* 


that P 


5 
much 


— 


* 
Log N 
FY AYE 2 
. 
© 
WES... 
— 2 
5 
8 K 
"NV 
whe SS 
£7,404 g 
. - 
< * 
*7 — |} — 
* * : : 
7%. of : A. 
> + 8 
<4 2 
i N | 8 


— 


* 
. 


HISTORY OF FRANCE, 


2 


> 


4 


- 


* 
4 


"+ 


A 


but o 


. 


wa 


_ 


btained the r 


* 


Ys 


Dourl 


bra 


o 


— 
OY 


Trance 


* 


1 


S 
Le] 
8 
8 


o 
, 
O 
. 


, 


EX 


8 


ens, and all the 


3 » LY 
P 


. ͤ —— IE 


the 


bad 


bl 


- 


. 


+ 


nee 


70 


tb 


+ 


t 


acqu 


# 


* 


5 
«, * 
* N. 
ee * 
. 3 — 
. : 
* * 5 
* p90 1 
” Y < 
f 
8 
4 : 
* » 
g 
7 
wy 
* 1 
L 
* 
N * 
. 
— U 
"e 
8 
1 
ROY bY 
- 
oy * 


— 5 6 - We 
rr 


2 


= 


5 
[mt — 


” 
— 
+ 
* * 
— * 
8 * 
x 4 
oy A 7 a 
” 2 * : 
x * 
* 
— * 5 
Py * 
F * 
” 
— 
5 
* * 
4 
* 4 
* * 
o 
4 
& — 
. 
* 
2 . 
. 
* 
— 
1 7 
s 
. 
. 
* 
4 
ed * 
% 
- + 
4 
I 
— 
F « 
1 
« 
_ 
* 
1 * 
2 — 
” 
Aa . 
—— 
* 


n 
2 — "In 


8 


o 


by 
9 
* 
— 3 
4 q 
— — 
FE 
% 2 
þ9 4 
- — 7 
* 5 
3 « 
* 
a B . 
Ge _ , 
« 
» 
22 * 
* 
— * 
2544 
= 
I — 3 
8 . 
* - 
” * 
* ” 
*% 
* — 
- 
* 
— 
* 
— 
© 
** 8 
9 
- 
* 
4 
b 4 * 
yp © 
” 1 N 
. * 
« * 
1 1 
i 
=— 
% 
. 
2 _- 
wr 
% 
x 
4.4 
* 


— 
7 22 
Lat 


— — 
CE 2 


* 


HISTORY OF FRANCE, agg 


CHARACTER. oF MARGARET oF YALOIS——DOMES» 
TIC UNEASINESS OF. HENRY —HIS CONNEC» 
© TION: WITH GABRIELLE D *ESTREES —HER, 
[DEATH — WAR WITH THE DUKE OF SAVOY» 
\ DIVORCE 'AND MARRIAGE QF. HENRY — CON- 
* SPIRACY AND FATE on, THE MARESCHAL 
| BIRON —DEATH. OF ELIZABETH, QUEEN OF 
| ENGLAND—SUBMISSION OF THE DUKE OF BOU- 


15 ILLON — PASSION OF HENRY | EOR THE PRIN+| 


2 CESS OF CONDE—HIS DESIGNS AGAINST /THE 
' HOUSE OF AVSTRIA HH eee B. 


RAVILLIAC, . do he 
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1 'HE peace of Vervins had AY 
tranquillity to the ſubjets of France; 4 on. 
but the amiable qu: alities of Henry could not en- 


| ſure that happineſs in private "life; that His cou 
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7 1 Alis Troy or FRANCE. 
Previous: to the maſſacre of St. Bartholomew, 
he had formed a political union with Margaret, 


ſiſter to Charles the Ninth, and Henry the Third; 
a princeſs who united all the virtues and vices of 


: the family. of Valois, from whence ſhe ſprung. 
The beauty of her perſon inſpired paſſion and de. 


fire in the coldeſt boſom ; her genius and imagi- 


nation were celebrated. by all the poets of her : 


time ; ſhe ſung and played 'on the Jute with ex- 


5 quiſite ſkill; and in daneing no lady of the court 
Was her equal; but ſo violent was her love of plea · 
ſure, that at twelve years old ſhe had facrificed to 


it her honour ; Entragues, Charry, the prince of 
| Manigues, and the duke of Guife, had been ſuc- 


ceffively admitted to her moſt intimate favours, 
previous to her marriage with Henry; and ming- 


ling the fervours of religion with the exceſſes of 


diffi pation, her hours afterwards were alternately 


: occupled by enthufiaftic deen, _ med - 


. While ae geen Ir 8 over 
a multitude that admired and adored her, ſhe 


had never been able to touch the heart of Henry; 


on whom, indeed; at the command of her brother 
Charles, ſhe had beſtowed her hand with extreme 


reluctance, and to whom her irregularities were 


no ſecret. That monarch, who had broken the 


formidable ee of the league and affixed 
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| bounds) to the ambition of Spain, was himſelf the 
captive of the fair. His character bore a ſtriking 
reſemblance to that of Francis the Firſt ; and he 
was always flattered and charmed by the oompa- | 
riſon. Like Francis, he had early engaged in a 
: variety of promiſcuous amours; but for ſome time 
paſt his unlimited homage had been paid to the 


fair Gabrielle d'Eſtrees, on whom he had ſucceſ- - . 


fively beſtowed the titles of marchioneſs of Mon- 


ceaux and ducheſs of Beaufort. -Two ſons and : 


daughter were the fruits of their illicit commerce :- 
and Henry, defirous of eſtabliſhing in his offspring ; 
the peaceable ſucceſſion of the crown, even enter- 
rained thoughts of legitimating his natural chil- 
dren, and divaling bis dne with the "__ 
his affeRtions. og ie 
The queen, who for ſeveral years 4 5. 105 0 
had reſided at Uſſon, a caſtle in Au- 
vergne, had already conſented to the diffolution 
of a marriage, the effect of conſtraint ; and the 
' R6man pontiff readily liſtened to a meaſure cal- 
| culated to promote the future tranquillity of 
France; yet both Margaret and Clement ex- 
preſſed the moſt pointed diſapprobation, when 
informed that the ducheſs of Beaufort was in- 
tended to be raiſed to the vacant bed of Henry. 
The paffion of the king would probably have tri- 
umphed o over all Ons and have TO the 
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crown on the head of bis miſtreſs, when his fame 
was preſerved from this. degrading, inſtance of 

. tre by an event as deciſive as it was unex- | 
pected. While the ducheſs of Beaufort, in che 
vigour of health and pride of beauty, feaſted her 
imagination with the. grandeur of royalty, the. viſi- 
onary proſpect was diſſolved by the hand of death, 


In the abſence of Henry ſhe was ſuddenly ſeized 


with convulfions, and expired a {peftagls wp hor- 
rid fox deſeription. | 
Henry, on the intelligence of hes” fare; — 


doned himſelf to all the tranſports of ſorrow z but 


that conſolation, which was yainly proffered by the 
attention of. his courtiers, he derived from time 


and the duties of his ſtation. His ancient andi in- 


veterate enemy, Philip, was no more; but the 
latent embers of commotion, which Rill lurked 
in the boſom of France, required all the care 


of the monarch to extinguiſh. Previous to the 


peace of Vervins, he had endeavoured to ſecure 
the tranquillity of the Proteſtants. by the Ce- 


- Jabrated edict of Nantz. R granted to the re- 
formed; all all the favours in which they had been 


indulged by former princes, and added a. free 


admiſſion to all employments of truſt, profit, and 


| henour ; an eſtabliſhment of chambers of juſtice, 


in which the members of the two religions were 


* and fen to educate their children, 
| without 
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wit clibrie reſtraint „ in ay of the univerſities. Vet 
eren theſe liberal conditions could not entirely 
baniſh that jealouſy which the Hugonots had con- 
| ceived on the king's abandoning their faith; and 
already their intrigues had reached the ne: af 
| awakened the vigilance of Henry. 955 | 
On the death of the ducheſs of Beaufort, Marga- 
ret had profeſſed an entire obedience to the will 
ol ker royal conſort, and Clement had pronounced 
her marriage, as the effect of conſtraint, illegal 
and void; but the king was diverted from the 
immediate choughts of a fecond union, by a paſ- 
fion for Henriette de Balzac, daughter to de Bal- 
zac Entragues, by Mary Touchet, the celebrated 
| miſtreſs of Charles the Ninth ; to this lady Henry 
transferred that affection which he had ſo lately 
vowed to the ducheſs of Beaufort; he created her 
marchioneſs of Verneuil, and even delivered to her 
a promiſe of marriage; yet the moments allotted 
to pleaſure, diminiſhed nor his application to buſi- 
neſs, and the intrigues of the duke of Savay ſum- 
moned him from the ebenen of his miſtreſs e to 
the cares of a throne. 5 
The duke of Savoy, emboldened by We late 
diſtracted ſtate of France, had embraced the mo- 
ment of civil commotion to poſſeſs himſelf of the 
Marquiſate of Saluces. On the treaty of Vervins, 


he had agreed 0 ſubmit his pretenſions to the ar- 
— | bitration 
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bitration of pope Clement ; but had 0 
eluded a deciſion, which he was conſcious muſt | 
deſpoil him of the territory that he had thus : 
daringly uſurped. Truſting to the arts of nego- 
ciation, and the addreſs for which he was emi- 


nent, he embraced the reſolution of preſenting 


himſelf at Paris, and treating with Henry in per- 
ſon. Though the king would readily have diſ- 
KS e with, he could: not decently decline, the 
honour of the propoſed viſit ; and in a court gal- 
lant, profuſe, and ſplendid, the magnificence, 
liberality, and conciliating manners of the duke, 
ſcon attached to his intereſt the principal fa- 
vourites and miſtreſſes of Henry. The mar-. 
chioneſs of Verneuil ef] pouſed his pretenſions with 
ardour; but the mind of Henry was ſteeled againſt 
the importunities of that lady, by a juſt ſenſe of 
the dignity of his crown, and by the remonſtrances 
of his miniſter; the baron de Roſny, whoſe inflexi- | 
ble integrity was e to all the allurements of 
corruption. | 
A. D. 1600, After laviſhing the immenſe ſum of 
Nw hundred thouſand crowns in pre- 


ſents to the  rapacious ' minions. of a court, the 


duke of Savoy retired from Paris, and prepared 


do aſſert by arms, what he had vainly hoped to 


ba ve acquired by negociation. He had indeed 


already entered into a cloſe and ſecret connec- 
5 | e ob 
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tion with the mareſchal de Biron; but the mili- 
tary ardour and vanity of that commander could 
not be reſtrained even by the intereſt of his ne- 

ally. The duke of Savoy in an inſtant beheld 
Breſſe, Savoy, and Nice, deluged by the forces of 
France; Miolans ſurrendered to the king; the 
baron de Roſny, whom Henry had appointed 
grand maſter of artillery, reduced Montmelian, a 
fortreſs which the duke had conſidered as im- 
pregnable ; and St. Catherine's, in the ſtrength of 
which he equally confided, was, in the depth of 
winter, taken by the mareſchal de Biron. Theſe 
ſucceſſive diſaſters humbled the haughty ſpirit of 
the duke; and overwhelmed in the unequal con- 
flict, and deſerted by the court of Spain, which had 
promiſed to ſupport him, he reſumed the thoughts 
of peace; and implored the mediation of the pope 
to extricate him from a war in which he had thus 
Ty engaged. | 
The ardent 3 of — for: the mar- 
chioneſs of Verneuil, and the miſery that he had 


1 experienced i in his former marriage, rendered him - 


extremely averſe to a ſecond. The remonſtrances 
of his miniſters, and his concern for the public 
welfare, had reluctantly extorted from him per- 
miſſion to negociate an union with Mary de 
Medicis, niece to the gland duke of Tuſcany. 
. Senſible * of his irreſolution, the commiſſioners on 
ä whom 


we 


_ 


hom he had devolved this important truſt, hal- N 
nde Gonchade nt. Their zeal, outſtripped the 

ectations of Henry; alid he heard, | 
js gin regret and. ſurpriſe, that they had 
ſigned a treaty of marriage with that ptinceſs. 
- His- own honour. and the happineſs of his people 
allowed him not to retract; he haſtened to Lyons 
to receive the hand of. Mary; and whatever might 
be his private feelings, be diſcovered to his royal 
conſort 10 emotions but thoſe of when, gud re- 


Sand. FE 
A'D. 500 The eee Heary: was «fol: 

1 0 d by a treaty with the duke of 
Savoy; who, diſappointed in that aſſiſtance Whici 
bhe expected from Spain, and equally, deprived of 
that aid with which he had flattered himſelf. from 
the diſcontents of the factious nobles of France, 
found himſelf no longer able to, ſupport the un- 
equal conteſt ; for the marquiſate of Saluces, 
which he was permitted to retain, he conſented to 
cede to Henry the country of Breſſe, an extenſive 


territory on the banks of the Rhone, and to pay 


one hundred thouſand crowns to Ae the ex- 


5 pences of the war. 

Let while the duke ſubmitted to the arms of 
France, he did not relinquiſh, the, intrigues that 
he had entered into with the aſpiring chiefs of 


5 e 9 The Principal of theſe were the 
| _* dukes 
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dukés de Bouillon, d Epernon, and che mareſchal 


'Biron. That celebrated commander, whoſe ſpten- 
did exploits eclipſed the military fame of his fa- 


ther, and who openly boaſfed that his arm had 


flxed the ſceptre i in the hand of Henry, had long 
ſecretly laboured to undermine the edifice that his 
valour had erected, and his blood cemented. Born 
for che camp, he dkkghted! in war, and excelled in 
every martial eæerciſe; but the reſtleſs ſoldier diſ- 
dained the calm acquiſition of ſcience; and while 


he aſpired to the higheſt honours of the ſtate, mas 


Almoſt as illiterate as the meaneſt ſentinal. In ac- 


tion he was brave, indefatigable, vigilant, and ab- 


ſtemicus; but with his armour he ſeemed to lay 
aide every virtue, and diſplayed a diſpoſition, 


vain, envious, and arrogant; no fevenue was ſuf- 
ficient to ſupply his boundleſs extravagance; ; and 


his fatal attachment to gaming, is reported to have 
ſwallowed, within the compaſs of one year, the 


His correſpondence with the duke of Savoy, had 


not entirely eſcaped the vigilant eye of Henry; 
and at Lyons that monarch had reproached him 


with his ſeditious deſigns. Biron affected frankly 


to confeſs the imprudence of his conduct. His 
Profeffions of repentance, and his proteſtations of 


6 kuture Bae diſarmed the indignation of his 
8 * - 
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ſovereign, mindful of former ſervices. By a large 
| pecuniary donative, Henry endeavoured to awaken = 
- his graticude; and ſenſible. that his active ſpirit 


could ill brook a life of indolence, be ſtrove to di- 


vert him from the dangerous practices that he had 
engaged in, by appointing him, at firſt ambaſſador 
to Elizabeth, and aſterwards to the Swiſs Cantons. 
A. D. 1603. The birth of a ſon, while it afforded 
0. a ſource of domeſtic ſatisfaction to 
Henry, and opened to his people the pleaſing 


proſpect of a peaceable ſucceſſion, ſerved at the 
ſame time to quicken the deſigns of thoſe, who, 


'. impatient of tranquil rule, aſſociated in the moſt 
- formidabale cabals againſt the throne. Lhe mareſ- 


chal Biron had no ſooner returned from executing 


the commiſſions that had been entruſted to him, 
than he reſumed with redoubled ardour his am- 


bitious projects; he entered into an alliance with 


the courts of Spain and Turin; he cloſely con- 
nected himſelf. with the duke of Bouillon, who, 


=» | by his marriage, had obtained the principality of 


Sedan; and united in his treaſonable enterpriſe, 
| Charles count d'Auvergne, grand prior of. France, 
and natural ſon to Charles the Ninth. Haughty 

and ſupercilious in his natural demeanour, Biron 
nov affected the garb of courteſy, and affiduouſly 

youre to _—_ himſelf f in the hearts of the 
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multitude. T he improper nomination to eccle- 
Haſtical dignities, at the influence of the miſtreſs 
of the king; ; the public neglect of the reformed, 
by a: prince who, had abjured. their, tenets, Ty 
who meditated their extirpation ; but above all, 
the numerous impoſts which were daily moll. 
plied by the ſoyereign on an oppreſſed peopl 
were the favourite: topics of the mareſchal, . al 
were induſtriouſly circulated by Bis adherents i in 
factious murmurs through the provinces. The 
ſeditious vapour ſoon ſpread itſelf over the coun- 
tries of Anjou, Poitou, Saintonge, Auvergne, 7 
I Guienne, and Languedoc ; the animated counte-- 
nance of Henry was clouded with anxiety ; gaiety 
and pleaſure were baniſhed from a court long 
diſtinguiſhed, by its ſuperior gallantry and ſplen- 
dour; and the brooding tempeſt of revolt was 
foretold by N indication of ſuſpi picion and dit ; 
content. 
The "fp ſplendid ptoſ 8 that Hiton contern- 
plated in the conſciouſneſs. of his own military 
talents, and che power and influence of his con- 
we, were blaſted by one fatal inftance of 
{placed confidence. La Fin, a native of Bur- 
e and deſcended from a reſpectable family 
in chat province, was diſtinguiſhed by a diſpoſi- 
| tion daring, indefatigable, and intriguing. He 
bad iaſinuated himſelf into the favour of® the 
role n. * N mareſ-. 


. 
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 mareichal, and had been employed both 55 Biron, 
and the duke of Bouillon, ir in their moſt ſecret ne- 
zociations with, Spain and Savoy; but he had 
el regarded with, jeal ouſy the aſcendency which 
the baron de Laix 1 had acquired over the mind of 
his patron.; and i in a moment of diſguſt, he re. 
vealed to Henry | the whole of a conſpi piracy, the 
wheels of w uch he was, no | longer 4 aged to 
"The. phe ad with aſtonichment the black 
| 5 ack contained the names of the moſt 
illultrious nobles of France. Some of theſe had 
actually embarked i in the daring projects of Biron; 
Others, by their Known diſcontent, had afforded 
reaſon to expect they would join the ſtandard of 
revolt, : as ſoon as it was erefted; and the remainder 
were probably added by the creative genius of La 
Fin, defirous of magnifying the importance of his 
perfidy: yet the danger was great and immediate i 
and the king determined to viſit. the different” pro- 
vinces. of. Poitiers, Limoſin, „ and Guienne, to awe 
by his preſe reſence the ſeditious ſpirit of the peop ple, 
and to "He more effect formation, of the 

ſchemes, of the Aka. Each day conencedd 
im ſhot he tottered on the brink of 1 precipice ; 
ad after a ſhort reſidence at Blots, bereue a. 
banden deterinihed 0 cruſh chit con- 
3 Fry 0p Abel bim, 
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ſpiracy, before i was firengthened” by the! eh 
and treaſures of Spain and Savoy. _ * © 
On his return from Switzerland, the mateſchal 
Biron had retired to his government ef zurgun 
and diligently applied himſelf to ſecure and 
frengrhen the moſt important cities in that pro- 
vince. Confiding in the affection of the inhabi- 
tants, and in the fidelity of thoſe to whom he had 
entruſted the command of the fortified- places, he 
conſidered that country as an immediate retreat, 
ſhould his deſigns be diſcovered before his con- 
federates were prepared to fupport him ; but of 
this reſource he was deprived by an artifice of the 
baron de Roſty ; under pretence of new. eaſting 
the cannon throughout Burgundy, that miniſter, 
as grand maſter, had obtained from che mareſchal 
the attillery which belonged to his government; 
but no' ſooner were theſe tranſported beyond the 
juriſdiction of Biron, than Roſny ſtopped the new, 
with which he had promiſed to replace then. 
The rage of Biron on this occaſion broke forth in 
open menaces, and his ſuſpicions were ſoon/ after 
awakened by intelligence of the private conference 
that La Fin had held with the king; but he ſuf- 
| fered himſelf again to be deluded by that traſtor's 
pr ptẽſtatic is that he had not betrayed him, ol 
that Henry was by no means appriſed of his de. 


Se He was alſo "contri that ſhould his ſo- 
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vereign march againſt him, and declare kim. 2 
rebel, he was no longer capable of reſiſtance; ac- 
tuated by the powerful motives of hope and fear, 
he obeyed the royal ſummons, and with his aſſo- 
ciate, the count Tae d to the court 
at Fontainblea. 
The mind of * on the l of ge ma- 
"i reſchal, was ſuſpended by the conflicting paſſions 
of epd and reſentment. W hen he called to 
the e that they: hd. yt ale his 
feelings drowned the ſtern voice of juſtice, and he 
determined to pardon the ambition of a man to 
whoſe valour he had. been ſo eminently indebted; 
but when the calamities of civil war; from which 
his kingdom had ſcarce emerged, preſented them- 
ſelves to his view ;. when he confidered the welfare 
of his people, and the infant ſtate of his ſon, 
both endangered by the reſtleſs and turbulent diſ- 
| Poſition of Biron, the duty of a ſovereign, and the 
affection of a parent, loudly. exhorted him to con- 
ſult the happineſs of millions, by the facrifice of 
one obnoxious perſon : yet he beheld the unhappy 
victim with tenderneſs and compaſſion; and while 
he treated bim with every. mark of regard, he en- 
deavoured, in converſation, to lead him to a. full 
confeſfon of lis guilt, and to juſtify the clementy 
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hat he Rill panted to 1 by his finoeriry 
and contrition. 
1 the friendly admonitions of the monarch 
could not bend a temper naturally ſtubborn and 
haughty; encouraged by the aſſurances of La Fin, 
the mareſchal maintained a ſullen reſerve, and aſ- 
ſumed the tone of inſulted integrity; he perſe- 
vered in declaring, that fince the confeſſion at 
: Lyons, he had nothing to accuſe his conſcience 
with; and Henry, fatigued with unavailing exhor- 8 
rations, at length reſolved to give way to the courſfe 
of juſtice; ; mareſchal Biron and the count d' Au- 
vergne were arreſted as they withdrew from the 
king's apartment, and were conveyed to the Baſtile. 
A commiſſion was directed to the parliament to 
examine into their conduct; and the proofs of 
their guilt were clear and poſitive; the very treaty 
with Spain, which Biron had ſubſcribed, and which 
he firmly believed that La Fin had deſtroyed, was 
produced againſt him. His judges unanimouſly, 
though reluctantly, pronounced ſentence of death. 
The intreaties of his friends prevailed on the king 
to change the place of execution; he was be- 
headed in the court of the Baſtile; and, in his laſt : 
moments, diſgraced by alternate ſallies of rage, 
and agonies of terror, the character of Intrepid, 
which he had 5 amidſt the N dangers 
of war, . 
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The count d' Auvergne had been involved i in 
| ns ſame ſentence as the mareſchal Biron ; but re- 
gard. for the brother of his miſtreſs, the marchi- 
oneſs of Verneuil, and reſpect for the laſt male de- 
ſcendant of the race of Valois, induced Henry not 
| only to grant him his life, but alſo. to alleviate the 
rigour of his ; confinement, and at length inſenſibly | 
to reſtore him to freedom; a clemency which the 
ſubſequent intrigues of the count repaid with the 
_ .blackeſt ingratitude. Of the other conſpirators, | 
the principsl.threw rhemſelves at the feet of their 
ſovereign, who not only freely pardoned their im- 
prudence, but even concealed from reproach their 
names; the multitude found ſhelter in their num- 


Hers and obſcurity; and the baron de Fontenelles 


:alone, by a public and painful death, was doomed 
to atone for his treaſonable intention of delivering 
the fort of Douarnenes to the Spaniards... , | 
It was not alone in detecting the dangerous de- 
fgns of his foreign and domeſtic enemies, that the 
vigilance of Henry was exerciſed; che internal 
adminiſtration of his kingdom claimed and ob- 
tained his unwearied atterition. Regulariry was 1n- 
troduced into the finances, by the i integrity and in- 
duſtry of his favourite miniſter, the baron de 
Roſay; new manufactures were eſtabliſhed, co- 
lonies planted, commerce extended, and agricul- 
ture reſtored ; the rage of which had 
proved 
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proved mortal to ſome, of the moſt gallant ſpirits. 
of France, was at the fame. time reſtrained by new 
edicts; but it could not be diſguiſed, that the king, 
educated in camps, and impreſſed with lively no- 
tions of honour, too often ſandioned by! his ex- 
framed to ee = 
The tempeſt of civil | 
which had alarmed France, Was FO. 
felt in England. The conſpiracy and execution 
of the mareſchal de Biron, were preceded by the 
preſumption and fate of Eſſex, the favourite of 
Elizabeth; but though the queen, jealous c of her 
authority, ſigned his final doom, ſhe never could 
eraſe from her heart that fond partiality which ſhę 
had ever evinced towards him. Oppreſſed by a 
ſorrow which ſhe affected to conceal, but which j in- 
- ceſlantly preyed upon her body, her frail conſti- 
tution at length gave way to the emotions of her 
mind. During the latter hours of her life, the 
pride of royalty was overwhelmed by the torrent 
af returning affection; for ſeveral days ſhe re- 
jected all conſolation, and even refuſed food and f 
ſuſtenance. The few words ſhe uttered were all 


A. D. 1603. 


| expreſlive « of ſome inward grief that ſhe cared not 


to reveal; and in the ſeyentieth year of her age, 
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and addreſs, the victim of a romantic baden, 5 
ſcarce credible in a love: ſick girl. „ 
Henry, who had ever entertained the moſt pro- 
found ſentiments of regard and reſpect for Eliza- 
peth, and who had concerted with that princeſs 
the depreſſion of the houſe of Avſtria, deplored 
the death of his old and faithful ally with a fin- 
cerity ſeldom found in royal boſoms. His cloſe 
connections with England rendered it of import- 
ance to him to acquire a thorough knowledge of 
the diſpoſition of her ſucceſſor; and he diſpatched 
the Marquis de Roſny to congratulate James the 
Firſt, who, by his acceſſion to the throne, united 
the dominions of England and Ireland to thoſe-of 
Scotland ; the feeble and temporizing difpoſition 
of that monarch, could not be concealed from the 
penetrating genius of Roſny ; always negociating, 
and never daring to act, he ſuffered that power to 
become contemptible in his hands, which 'might 
have commanded the reſpect of the haughty Spa- 
niard, and repreſſed the oyerweening arrogance of 
the houſe of Auftria, Enamoured of peace, he 


| © conſidered the attainment of it as the only true 
object of a ftateſman's labours; and though he 


agreed with Roſny ſecretly to ſupport the united 
ſtates, in concert with the king of France, leſt 
their weakneſs ſhould oblige them t6 ſubmit to 
their old maſter, yer that miner ſoon acquainted 

_ Ys | 
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Henty, that he muſt not too implicitly depend on 
- theexertions of a prince who continually expreſſed 
his dread leſt he ſhould be 1 e as the er. 
tor of rebels. ji 

Wearied by inceſſant importunities, PL v. 
the king of France conſented to reſtore 
the jeſuits, and to demoliſh the pillar which had 
been erected to perpetrate the atrocious attempt of 
Chatel, and the dangerous principles of the or- 
der that he belonged to. But this freſh inſtance 
of the placable dif] poſition of the ſovereign could 
not nen the embers of diſcontent which 
ſtill lurked in his kingdom. The duke of Bou- 
fllon had deeply engaged in the conſpiracy of 
the mareſchal Biron, and to avoid the ſtorm 
which · he beheld gathering, had retired to his 
principality. of Sedan ; he now reſumed his cor- 
reſpondence with the court of Spain and witli the 
count d' Auvergne. That nobleman, unmindful of 
the clemency which he had ſo lately experienced, 
involved in his intrigues his ſiſter the marchioneſs 
of Verneuil, the favourite miſtreſs of the king, 
and her father Francis d'Entragues, on whom 
Henry had beſtowed the rank of mareſchal, as 
the price of the promiſe of marriage he had im- 
prudently given to. the daughter. Their defigns 
were detected and diſconcerted by the vigilance 
of Henry, The marchioneſs of Verneuil was for 
ſome 
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ſome days-confined.to her houſe ; but the paſſion 
of the man triumphed over the juſtice of the ſove- 
reign, and Henry ſoon flew to proſtrate himſelf at 
the feet of the haughty beauty whoſe chains he 
found it impoſlible to break; D'Entragues, who 
had been condemned -to loſe his head, was in- 
deb ted for his life to the charms of his daughter; 
and the protecting influence of the fair was even 
extended to her brother the count d' Auverge, 
.:whoſe ſentence of expiating his repeated guilt on a 
public ſcaffold, was commuted to as mib * 
of pepetual umme ry 
py D. 55 But when the vigorous ied 4 
Henry was not faſcinated by the 
Ae of female beauty, he well knew bow to 
render his authority reſpected by his ſubjecis, 
and to curb the wild deſigns of ingratitude and 
ambition. The duke of Bouillon for four ſucceſ- 
ſive years had evaded every ſummons to appear 
at court, and the king determined by his pre- 


ſence to humble that haughty ſubject. He di- 


rected his couſe through the counties of Au- 
: vergne and Limoſin; and Bouillon, aſtoniſhed at 
the rapid approach of his ſovereign, and unpre- 
pared for reſiſtance, ordered the governors of the 
different towns that belonged to him to open theit 
gates, and diſarmed the immediate reſentment 


of Heary by the apparent e of is uur | 
But Henry had FO —— WR: 
Paris before he was juſtly incenſed by 2 150k. 
repeated inſtances of the duke's reſtleſs and diſ- 
contented diſpoſition. It was wich reluctance that 
he prepared to reduce by arms a man whom the 
Proteſtants looked up to as the chief of their re- 
ligion, and from whom he himſelf had formerly 
received conſiderable ſervices. But the 'preſent 
tranquillity of his kingdom, and the ſucceſs of 
the lofty deſigns that he began already to medi- 
tate, all concurred in prompting him to meaſures 
the maſt vigorous and decifive. With a train of 
artillery, which he entruſted to the command of 
his miniſter Roſny, whom on this occaſion he 
created: duke of Sully, and with a ſmall but well 
appointed body of veteran forces, the King of 
France preſſed forwards to Sedan. To the laſt 
moment the vanity of the duke of Bouillon had 
ſuggeſted to him the language of reſiſtance ; but 
with the approach. of danger, the haughty ſpirit 
of that nobleman began to ſubſide ; the inſince- 
rity of Spain he was too well acquainted with; 
and the Proteſtants, inſtead of arming in his de- 
| fence, flocked to the royal ſtandard; nothing 5 
now remained but to ſubmit to a power with 


winch it would have been n.. to have con 
2 | | tended ; | 


tended; in the generous and clement diſpoſition 
of his ſovereign, he ſtill found that reſource which 
his obſtinacy allowed him little reaſon to expect; 
the inhabitants of Sedan, with the duke, took the 
oath of fidelity to the king of France; à royal 
garriſon and governor were to be maintained with- 
in the walls for four years; and Bouillon, aſter 
having ſo long defied, eſteemed himſelf happy in 
eſcaping the vengeance of his Fee on ſuch yi | 
pore conditions. 
The good fortune — acted n in 
pobli, preſerved him alſo in private life. An 
unfortunate wretch, whom inſanity had impelled 
againſt the life of that monarch, was diſarmed by 
his attendants, and by the humanity of Henry 
was ditmiſfed to gentle confinement, and to that 
care which his melancholy | ſituation required. | 
In crofling the river Nevilly, the Toyal carriage, 
by the ſpirit of the horſes, was precipitated from 
the ferry-boat, and overturned in 'the middle of 
the ſtream; the king, the queen, the duke of 
Vendoſme, and the. princeſs of Conti were ex- 
poled to the moſt imminent danger. They were 
reſcued by the zeal and alacrity of their retinue; 
and Henry himſelf, after ſafely gaining the ſhore; 
plunged again into the river to extricate his eon- 
2 © VV 
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But while the multitude. exulted at Ade 1669; 
be ſafety of a ſovereign whom they 1608, 
loved and revered, the royal boſom was doomed 
to experience thoſe. cares which invade with im- 
| partial miſery the peace of the peaſant. and the 
prince. The queen, cold and reſerved in her 
temper and manner, received with indifference, 3 
or repreſſed witk diſguſt, the amorous aſſiduities 
of Henry. Her imprudent partiality to her Ita- 
lian attendants was regarded with indignation by 
that monarch ; and his on licentious amours, 
his open connection with the marchioneſs of 
Vernevil, too frequently furniſned juſt cauſe for 
reproach. The inmoſt receſſes of the palace were 
diſturbed by their mutual and inceſſant com · 
plaints. The happineſs which Henry found not 
in the company and converſation of his queen, 
he ſought in the familiar ſociety of others; the 
arrogance of the marchioneſs of Verneuil had for 
ſome time paſt been inſufferable; and the lively 
uit, the amiable manners of Charlotte de Mont- 

morancy, the daughter of the conſtable, had in- 
ſenſibly ſtolen into his heart; yet he ſuffered not 
this paſſion, ardent as it was, and fatal as it pro- 
bably afterwards proved, wholly to engroſs his 
mind. He. renewed his ancient alliance with the 
United States of Holland; he. affiduouſly culti- 
vated the OI; of 3 he ſucceſsfully - 


inter 25 


38 Hs TRY OF FRANCE. | 
interpoſed. his med ion between the court of 
Rome and the venetians; but he declined the 
im portunate ſolicitations of the Mooriſh inhabi- 
tants of Spain; who oppreſſed, and at length 


drxriven into exile by the miſtaken policy of Philip 


the Third, in vain e an e in che bo- 
ſom of France. | 

The wiſdom of Henry has been eyed im. 
peached in refuſing the proffered acceffion of 
near half a million of induſtrious people, whoſe 

ſilent labours might have fertiliſed the barren 
and deſerted plains of France, and tepaired the 
fatal ravages which had been inflited by religious 
commotion. The inclinations of this unhappy 
race to prefer the reformed to the Catholic church, 
the perſecuting ſpirit of which they had already 
experienced, might perhaps in ſome meaſure i in- 


fluence the mind of Henry, long ſince grown diſ- 


truſtful of the intrigues of the Hugonots; perhaps 


| © he was determined by the dread of precipitating 
| thoſe hoſtile defigns which he ſecretly meditated 
1 againſt the houſe of Auſtria, and which were yet 


ſcarcely ripe for execution. A conjecture which 
is rather ſtrengthened by the caution with which 
| he continued to ſooth the jealouſy of the court of 
| Spain, and the zeal which he diſplayed in nego- 
_ ., ciating a truce with the United States and the 


archcuke Albert. The * of his king- 
dom 
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dom was reſtored ; the ambition of his nobles had 
been ſeverely humbled ; his magazines were filled ; 
his coffers repleniſhed ; order was introduced into 


his finances; diſcipline among his troops; and 
he beheld the moment rapidly approaching in 


| which he might unfold the vaſt object of thoſe 


immenſe preparations which alarmed 'or aſtoniſhed 


all Europe. | 
But while the power, the experi. 74 
ence, and the reputation of the mo- g 
narch filled his enemies with terror, the paſſions 
of the man too often expoſed him to the cenſure 
and pity of his friends. Nor time, nor ambition 
could extinguiſh his fatal affection for Chatlotte 
de Montmorency; ſecretly nouriſhing the de- 
ſtructive flame, he determined to beſtow the hand 


D. 460. 


of chat lady on the prince of Condè, and by in- 


troducing her into his own family, at leaſt to en- 


joy the ſatisfaction of her converſation. The mar- 


nage was celebrated without pomp at Chantilli, 


and it was the expreſſion of the marchioneſs of 


verneuil, * that the king had made this match 


* to fink the heart, and to raiſe the head of the : 


te prince of Conde.” The paſſion of Henry 
ſoon burſt the bounds that -his prudence had pre- 
ſcribed. His looks, his words, his actions, in- 


ceflantly betrayed the ardent emotions of his : 


foul ; the fire that W * him could 
not 


: 
= 


— 
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not be concealed from ihe prince, jealous of his 
own honour, and the fidelity of his wife. He 
defired leave to retire from court, and the per- 
emptory refuſal of the king ſerved only to-: con- 
firm the ſuſpicions already entertained. His re- 
ſpect for his ſovereign was oyerwhelmed by a 
5 lively. ſenſe. of the injury intended ; and after 

giving way to his indignation by the moſt pointed 
reproaches, he ſecretly prepared to eſcape with 
the princeſs beyond the limits of the kinzdom, 
before the e Faden of Henry had 
ſeated his diſhonour.. 33 
This deſign he 3 8 ſucc s i 
| cantly; accompanied by his wife, and attended. by 


5 a ſew domeſtics, he eluded the vigilance of thoſe 
who had been directed to: obſerve. bim, and 


reached in ſafety Landrecy, The king received 
the intelligence of his flight wich a tranſport of 
rage and grief that he was at no pains to conceal. 
He inſtantly dil patched Praſlin, the captain of his 
guard, to demand the fugitives from the arch- 
duke; but Albert replied with becoming dignity, 
Wi that he had never violated the laws of nations 
«© on: any occaſion whatever; and that he would 
e not begin with a prince of the blood-royal of 
&« France. He immediately ſupplied the neceſ- 
dies of che err of Conde with liberality, ap- 
ä | _ | 


* 
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pointed an eſcort to conduct him to Bruffels , and 
_—_ him of his conſtant protection. 

Ĩ)kh he perſonal ſecurity of the prince did not 
ey ſhield him from the effects of Henry's — 7 
reſentment. After an ineffectual attempt to carry _—_— 
off the princeſs by force, at the command of the 
king the parliament paſſed an arret againſt the 
firſt prince of the blood, and condemned. him 

to undergo whatever puniſhment the ſovereign 
ſhould pleaſe to inflict; with this judicial proceſs 
the martial preparations of Henry kept pace: 
and the armaments which had been ſuggeſted by 
ambition were probably qu ickened by love. Eng- 
land, the independent princes of Germany, and 
the United Provinces of the Netherlands, all rea- 
dily aſſociated in the deſign of humbling the houſe 
of Auſtria; the duke of Savoy conſented to re- 
linquiſn chat country to France, on condition of 
receiving the duchy of Milan; While the majority 
of the Italian ſtates profeſſed their deſire to accede 
to a confederacy, on which they flattered them- 
ſelves with the hope of founding a permanent 
tranquillity. When to allies ſo powerful, and ſo 
firmly engaged by intereſt in the cauſe they had 
eſpouſed, are added the reſources of France in 
a diſciplined and veteran army of forty thou- 
fand men, a treaſure of forty millions of livres, 

| and the high reputation and gs abilities 

be So os TS of 
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of ber king, it cannot be wondered chat the aſto- 
niſhment of viſionary ſtateſmen have conſidered 
the force ſo far exceeding the object as even to 
have attributed to Henry the immenſe but chime- 
 rical project of forming e into one great re · 
publicC. | 

At length t the death & 3 duke of Cleve gave 
the ſignal for action; his dominions, which had 
been formed of four or five great fiefs, were 
claimed by the emperor, Rodolph, as as ſupreme 
_ '' ſovereign; and he inſtantly beſtowed the inveſti- 

ture of them on the archduke, Leopold, of Auſtria. | 
But this arbitrary uſurpation was diſputed by 'the 
* fiſters of the late duke and their repreſentatives ; 

the duke of Brandenburg and Pruffia, the count 
palatine of Newburg, the count palatine of Deux 
Ponts, and the marquis of Burgaw, were arouſed 
by the ſecret and friendly aſſurances of France, to 
aſſert their rights by arms, and to he the pro- 
tection of Henry. 

A. 560 The king. readlly. liſtened to ſolici- 
; * tations which he himſelf bad ſug- 
L geſted. The conteſted territories ſtretched along 
dhe frontiers of his Kingdom, and he was not in- 
_ ſenſible to the dangerous vicinity of the houſe 
of Auſtria; intereſt combined with honour in 
| prompting hin: to a ſpeedy reſolution; and both, 
| perhaps, were ſtimulated by the ſecret but ardent 
motives 
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motives of affection; ; the prince of Conds fill 
boaſted the protection of the court of Spain, and 
the abſence of the princeſs had not allayed the 
ſlame that her charms had kindled in the boſom of 
Henry. That monarch declared his determina- 
tion to lead an army to the ſupport of his German 
allies, and to vindicate with his forces and trea- 
ſures their pretenſions to the duchies of Cleves and 
Juliers. His road lay through the provinces of 
Flanders, and the archduke Albert, through whoſe 
country he demanded permiſſion to march, un- 
prepared for reſiſtance, diſguiſed his hereditary 
enmity, and anſwered. in terms of reſ] pectful ac- 


8 
The ſupine indifſetence with which the houſe” | 


of Auſtria affected to regard the combination of 
its moſt powerful and inveterate enemies, has 
given riſe to a ſuſpicion probably as deſtitute 'of 
foundation, as it is injurious to the honour of 

| that family; and the ſubſequent fate of Henry has, 
by more than one contemporary hiſtorian, been 
aſcribed to the perfidious and ſanguinary princi- 
ples which have diſgraced the councils of Spain, 
and which but a few. years ſince involved the de- 
ſtruction of the prince of Orange. With more 
reaſon the deadly ſtroke may be imputed to that 
fanatical fury kindled by a long ſeries of religious 
commotion, and not extinguiſhed by the fleeting 

— W # - years 
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| [yearsof tranquillity which had ſucceeded the peace 


gf Vervins. Whatever might be the ſource of an 


event, which has been ſo variouſly related by the 
immediate ſpectators, and which ſeems at the mo- 
ment it happened to have eluded the reſearches of 
the moſt curious and intereſted, it is our duty from 
the maſs to ſelect thoſe circumſtances only which 
can inform the mind _ r che eee of 
che reader. 
Amiadſt all his preparations, — che moſt 
| Savteing proſpects of acquiring that glory which 
be had ſo long and ſo ardently panted after, the 
diſpofition of Henry was viſibly impreſſed with a 
deep and ſettled melancholy. The blameable in- 
dulgence of the queen to her Italian attendants, 
had been often the ſubject of his open diſcontent, 
and he had more than once meditated the deſign 


of compelling the moſt obnoxious to repaſs the 


Alps. From this intention he was diverted by 
his confidential miniſter the duke of Sully; and 
in conformity. to the advice of that ſtateſman, he 
| endeavoured to gain on the cold and reſerved 
| temper of the queen by acts of kindneſs and 
| attention. That princeſs had expreſſed her de- 
fire to be crowned before the king took the field; 
and Henry, though he regarded with diſguſt all 
pageantry and oftentation, had conſented to gra- 


5 99 her villes: The cs was performed 
| on. 


\ | 8 


% 


HISTORY Of + FRANCE. 328 
on Thurſday the thirteenth of May with the 
utmoſt magnificence 3 the next Sunday was fixed 
for the public entry of the queen, and on the 


Wedneſday following Henry had determined to 
quit Paris, and e himſelf : at © the” head of his 


| _ HF” 


But the final period of his life and Aigickined' now 
rapidly: appr 
terpriſes the moſt ſplendid and i important, His own 
death was planned and executed by Frantis Ra- 
vaillac, a native of 'Angouleme. From that pro- 
vince the unhappy wretch had directed his foot- 
ſteps to the capital; and after endeavouring to ob- 
tain a miſerable ſubſiſtence as an obſcure retainer to 
the law, he had attempted to procure admiſſion 
among the order of Feuillants; but theſe rejected 
him as a wild and frantic viſionary; and his diſ- 
treſs had already reduced him to ſeek ſupport by 
imploring alms, when he conceived the dark and 
| deſperate deſign of mingling the miſeries of a na- 
tion with his own, by arming his e N the 
ſovereign of France. 
Though the king had enkel in a cere- 
mony which he conſtantly diſapproved, and 
though he had endeavoured by the appearance 
of ſatisfact ion to diffuſe through the court that 


joy which he felt not, his expreſſions but too 


en announced his gloomiy preſages of his im- 
„ — 


roached; and while he meditated en- . 
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pending deſtiny. From his confidential miniſters 
| and domeſtics he concealed not the load that 
preſſed upon his heart; and . you. will ſoon 
% know how kind a maſter you have loſt,” was 
the inceſſant and mournful exclamation. The 
morning that ſucceeded the coronation of the 
queen had been deſtined for a viſit to the arſenal; 
but the indiſpoſition of the duke of Sully induced 
the king to poſtpone his intention; he had already 
paſſed a ſleepleſs night, and with the return of light 
his apprehenſions and inquietude ſeemed every 
moment to increaſe. He attended maſs, and prayed 
with unuſual fervour; the pleaſures of the table 
diſſipated not his chagrin; and aſter a vain effort 
to compoſe himſelf to reſt, he ordered his coach, 
and, accompanied by the dukes of Epernon and 
Montbazon, the mareſchals Lavardin and Roque- 
laure, the marquiſſes de la Force and Mirabeau, 
and du Pleſſis Liancourt, his maſter of horſe, de- 
termined to proceed to the arſenal; Vitry, tje 
c captain of his guards, was by his order diſpatched 


to the palace to haſten the preparations for the 


queen's entry; and the carriage was only attended 
by a ſmall number of gentlemen on horſeback, 
and a few of the royal footmen. The curtains on 
every fide, were drawn up that the king might 


5 witneſs the zeal of his ſubjects in the various orna- 


ments they had n * a narrow ſtreet the 
e 4-3 coach 
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coach was ſtopped by the accidental meeting of 
two carts; the majority of the attendants inſtantly 
took a. nearer, way, and two footmen only were 
| left; one went before to clear the paſſage, the 
other ſtaid behind to tie up his garter. At this 
inſtant, as the king turned to read a letter to the 
duke of Epernon, he received a ſtroke from a 
knife; he had ſcarce time to exclaim, I am 
4 wounded,” before a ſecond more violent, and 
more fatally directed, pierced his heart, and 
breathing only a deep bgh, he ſunk back i in the 
coach a lifeleſs corpſe. 

Thus periſhed, in the fifry-eighth y year of his | 
age, and the twenty-firſt of his reign, Henry the 
Fourth, whoſe. virtues and talents have juitly en- 


| titled him to the honourable diſtinction of Great. 


His. acceſſion preſented to our view a kingdom 
diſunited, a nobility haughty and difcontented, a 
commonalty clamorous and oppreſſed. The broken 
provinces of the ſtate were cemented by his po- 
licy, the nobles were humbled by his valour, the 
commons were conciliated by his addreſs and re- 
| lieved by his humanity. He firſt introduced or- 
der into the finances, and diſcipline into the ar- 
mies of France; new manufactories were eſta- | 
bliſhed at his command, and new colonies planted ; 
and while he reſtored peace and plenty at home, 
he rendered his kingdom great and formidable 
| 5 14 -+ bad 
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abroad. The power of Spain was checked by his 
fourage and conduct; and at the moment of his 
death he meditated deſigns againſt the houſe of 
Auſtria, which had they been ſucceſsfully exe- 
.cuted, would have finally precluded her from 
ever diſturbing again the tranquillity of Europe. 

In private life he was a kind and generous maſter ; 
a-warm and 4ender lover, a polite and obliging 
huſband ; but the ſincerity of the hiſlorian will not 
allow bim to conceal thoſe faults which he cannot 
but regret ; the paſſion of Henry ſor the fair, too 
often induced him to forget the prudence and dig- 
nity of the monarch. - His ardent and guilty af- 
fection for the princeſs of Conds in the decline of 
life, caſt a cloud over his meridian glory ; and the 
warmth with which he purſued, and the indiſcre- 
tion with which he countenanced the fatal rage of 
gaming, has been the i on ſevere and —_ 
cenſure. 

Though the ene of the in who ac- 
companied Henry allowed them not to ward the 
fatal blow, yet the moment their preſence of 
mind returned, it was diſplayed in ſeizing the 
aſſaſſin, who ſtill ſupported bimſelf on the wheel 
of the coach, with the bloody inſtrument yet 
reeking in his hand, as if glorying in the atro- 
cious deed. The prudence of the duke of Eper- 


him from the immediate fury of 
the 
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the royal attendants, to periſh by the moſt exquiſite 
torments ; while the ſame caution enabled him to 
quiet the tumultuous apprehenſions of the popu- 
lace, by declaring that the king yet lived, and that 
they were carrying him to the Louvre to have his 
wounds dreſſed. The crowd inſtantly gave way, 
the body conveyed to the palace, was laid upon a 
bed, and was ſoon deſerted by the ungrateful many 
who had baſked in his favour, but who haſtened to 
proſtrate themſelyes before the riſing ſun, and loft 
„ benefits in their eagerneſs 
to ſolicit new. | 
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\ \ [TH the life of Henry the Fourth were ex- 
tinguiſhed the great deſigns that he had meditated 
. the houſe of Auſtria; and F. rance beheld, 

| with 
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with-grief and terror, the fceptre paſs from his vi- 
gorous graſp to the feeble hand of an infant. Of 
his three ſons by Mary of Medicis, the eldeſt, who 
now ſucceeded. to the throne as Lewis the Thir- 
teenth, was only in the ninth year of his age; 
and the two younger, though their birth might 
ſerve to ſtrengthen the ſucceſſion, could only be 
known by their different titles of dukes of Orleans 
and Anjou; but the queen, amidſt the diſmay of 
the court, waſted not the important moments in 
unavailing ſorrow ; and the affliction, if any, that 
ſhe felt on the loſs: of Henry, was ſwallowed up 
by the more incereſting care of obtaining the re- 
gency. Her ambition was gratified by the ready 
acquieſcence of the parliament; and in her perſon 
were united the adminiſtration of the kingdom, 
and the guardianſhip of her ſon. | } 
The firſt moments had been employed in hs 
acquiſition of power, the next were devoted: to 
revenge. The wretched Ravaillac, whoſe guilty 
hand had precipitated the untimely death of Hen- 
ry, was drawn from his cell, to periſh by the moſt 
exquiſite: torments. His bones were broken by 
the arm of the executioner; his fleſh was torn by 
hot pincers ; ſcalding lead and oil were poured 
upon his wounds; and his mangled body, till 
ſenſible, was delivered to be diſmembered by four 
8 ; the ſtubborn frame refiſted their utmoſt 
: efforts ; * 
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efforts ; the indignant multitude, whoſe tlürſt of 


: Vengeance could no longer be reſtrained, ruſhed 
through the guards; in an inſtant they put an end 
to his miſery, by tearing him in pieces; and with 
barbarous joy they dragged his limbs in frantic 


triumph through the ſtreets. Amidſt every mark 
of ingenious cruelty inflicted by public juſtice, 
or private hatred, he ſtill maintained, with con- 
ſtancy, the declaration, that impreſſed with the 

cc idea that the armaments of Henry were deſ- 
e tined againſt the Catholic church, and the ſuc- 


“ ceſſor of St. Peter, he alone had planned, he 


alone was privy to the deed, to the juſt horror 


of which he was now awakened ; and which he 
c hoped in a future world, the torments he bad 


&« ſuffered here, would in ſome meaſure expiate.” 
On the firſt intelligence of the death of Henry, 
the prince of Conde quitted his retreat in the ter- 
ritories of Spain, and haftened to urge his preten- 
ſions to the regency as firſt prince of the blood. 
A ſplendid palace, a conſiderable ſum of money, 


and a penſion adequate to his dignity, were temp- 


tations that his neceſſities allowed him not to reſiſt; 
while the diſcontent of the count of Soiffons was 
appeaſed by the important government of Nor- 


mandy. The former miniſters of the crown, who 
had ſerved with fidelity, and who were recom- 


mended by their experience, were received with 
| : 0 > cold- 


5 
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coldneſs, and liſtened to with evident diſapproba- 
tion; the queen abandoned herſelf, without re- 
ſerve, to her fond partiality for her Italian adhes. 
rents; Conchini, a native of that country, and of 
obſcure extraction, had increaſed his influence by 
a marriage with Leonora Galigai, the favourite of 
the regent, and their united caynſels ruled France 
and their miſtreſs with abſolute ſ way. The mareſ- 
chal de la Chatre, with a detachment of twelve 
thouſand men, had effected a junction with prince 
Maurice of Naſſau, penetrated into Germany, and 
reſtored the duchy of Juliers to the marquis of 
Brandenburgh, and the count Palatine of New- 
burgh ; but the court, as if fatigued with this in- 
ſtance of vigour, again ſunk into ſupineneſs; and 
the duke of Savoy, betrayed and deſerted, was 
happy to eſcape the chaſtiſement of Spain, by the 
moſt degrading and humiliating conceſſions. © | 

The duke of Sully, auſtere and in- 
flexible, and who confiding in his inte- 
grity, diſdained the arts of courts, found that ſin- 
cerity, which had been eſteemed by Henry, no 
longer acceptable; he indignantly retired to 
the eſtates which he had purchaſed through the 
bounty of the late king, and reſigned his offices 
of governor of the Baſtile, and ſuperintendant of 
the finances; but the reformed, who ſtill confided 
in him, notwithſtanding the intrigues of the duke 
. of 


A. D. 1611. 
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eyes of the people the unpopular circum 
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of Bouillon, exhorted him to retain his govern · 
ment of Poitou, and his poſt of maſter of the ord. 
pance. Each day revealed the aſcendancy of 
Conchini, who endeayoured to remove from = | 
foreign birth,” „by aſſuming the title of marquis 
of Ancre. The death of the duke of C Orleans, 2 
whoſe title devolved on his younger brother the 
duke of Anjou, did not interrupt the negocia- 
tions which the queen and her miniſters eagerly 


_ purſued with the court of Spain. Inſtead of at- 


tempting to repreſs the dangerous ambition of 
the houſe of Auſtria, the regent, to eſtabliſh her 


authority, determined cloſely to connect herſelf 


with that family; and while the young king was 
contracted to the Infanta, the hand of his ſiſter, 
the princeſs , was en ngaged to the oe 


of Aſturias. : 1 


While the princes of the blood 
A. P. 1615. concealed not their diſguſt at the in- 


fluence of the marquis of Ancre, the reformed, in 


the union with the court of Spain, dreaded the 
revival of former perſecutions. The duke of 
Rohan, ſon-in-law to the duke of Sully, ſeized 

the ſtrong town of St. Jean d'Angeli, the go- 
vernment of which had been promiſed to him by 


the deceaſed king; in excuſe for the enterpriſe 


he alledged, that the court, at the repreſentations 
1 Hp | 1 of 
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of the duke of Bouillon, had removed the mayor, 
who was attached to his intereſt, and appointed 
another, wholly at their own devgtion ; the queen, 
to quench the embers/ of revolt, conſented to-re- 
ſtore the former officer; and the death of the 
count of Soiſſons, which happened ſoon after, left 
the prince of Conde without a guide, who again 
' reconciled himſelf to the marquis of Ancre. 
The duke of Bouillon had been diſpetched to 
England to remove the jealouſies which James 
might entertain at the late union between France 
and Spain, and to propoſe a marriage with the 


princeſs Chriſtina, the ſecond daughter of Hen- 


ry, and the eldeſt ſon of the king of Eng- 
land; but the prince of Wales unfortunately ex- 


paired in the dawn of manhood, when his talents 


and virtues had awakened the expectations of his 
country; and the duke of Bouillon availed him-- 
ſelf of the opportunity to negociate the nuptials 
of his own nephew, the elector Palatine, with the 
princeſs Elizabeth, daughter to James; a mar- 
riage, which probably prompted the elector to his 
enterpriſe againſt the kingdom of Bohemia ; and 
which after plunging his poſterity in a long ſeries 
of abject diſtreſs, by the union of the princeſs So- 
phia with the houſe of Hanover, finally transferred 
the _ of Noa! to that family, 
The 
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Ahe den 06 Francis, duke of 


without male offspring, rekindled the ambition of 
the duke of Savoy. He diſputed, in arms, the 
ſucceſſion of the cardinal of Mantua, the brother 


of the deceaſed prince, to the Marquiſate. His 


| liberality attached to his cauſe a conſiderable 
number of the nobility, and his forces, like a tor- 
rent, deluged the conteſted country, and ſwept 
before him all oppoſition to the very gates of 
Montferrat. That city conſented to receive the 
victor; and Caſal alone, encouraged by the pre- 
ſence of the duke of N evers, held out for the car- 
dinal. At the ſupplicating voice of her kinſman 
and ally, the queen of France prepared to chaſtiſe 
the temerity of the invader. Spain, and the Ve- 
netians, embraced, with rival ardour, the ſupport 
of the cardinal ; the duke of Savoy, in his turn, 


was overwhelmed by the numbers and reſources 


of ſo formidable a confederacy; he was reduced 
to abandon his conqueſts with the ſame rapidity 
as he had acquired them; and eſteemed himſelf | 
happy in obtaining a peace, by acknowledging 2 
the pretenſions of the ts to 18 territories of 
his deceaſed brother. 
A.D. 1614, Whatever might be Se" ſucceſs of 

1615. France abroad, at home, her annals for 


four ſucceſſive F a Ow proſpect of 
uninte- 
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unintereſting anarchy and barren diſcord. 'T he 
princes of the blood, infatiate of power, and the 
nobles turbulent and diſcontented, repeatedly 
erected the ſtandard of revolt againſt the regal au- 
thority ; as frequently, with contemptible levity, 
they courted the returning friendſhip of a court, 
whoſe timid couaſels were content to ſooth without 
preſuming to repreſs their capricious arrogance. 
It was amidft theſe inceſſant alarms and deſultory 
hoſtilities, that the king, who had been declared 
of age, concluded the double marriage with Spain, 
and received at ny the hand 15 * the 
Infanta. | 

From the hides of that cere- E 
mony, Lewis purſued his march, at 1616. 
the head of a ſmall, but well ep army, to 
reduce the prince of Conde, and to impreſs his 
ſubjects with fa vourable ſentiments of his courage 
and activity. The approach of the winter ſuſpended 
the operations of the contending parties, who, while 
they rejected all terms of accommodation, ſeemed 


ſtudious, in every enterpriſe, to avoid the effuſion 


of blood; with the return of ſpring, the royal 
forces again aſſembled, and were again animated 
by the preſence of their ſovereign ; but when his 
ſubjects daily expected the effects of that military 
ardour which had thus early tranſ ported him to a 
camp, they were ſurpriſed by the intelli ence that 
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he had ſubſcribed a peace, and had ſubmitted to 


the demands of thoſe princes, whom he had fo 
lately declared traitors to his throne. 

The fatal counſels of the marquis of Anere had 
influenced a meaſure ſo degrading to the royal au- 


thority ; the alternate perſecutor and protector of 


the princes of the blood, he dreaded a war, which, 


| if ſucceſsful, could add but little to his power, 
and if unſucceſsful, muſt be kttended' with his 


ruin. In the field, ke wall knew the king would 
be expoſed to the ready acceſs and ſuggeſtions 
of the nobility, jealous of the ſuperior fortunes 


of a favourite, whom they hated and deſpiſed; 
the partiality of the queen had inveſted him 


with the dignity of mareſchal ; but this hew rank 
had only iticreaſed the envy of his competitors, 
and the deteſtation of the public. He lan- 
guiſhed to return to Paris; that by the afcendancy 


olf his wife, over the mind of Mary, he might 


ſecure himſelf TIO: the TO practices o of bis ene- 


mies. 
His turn to court exceeded his moſt aue 


expectations. The queen, though no longer le- 
gally inveſted with the authority of regent, ſtill 
a a appeared to maintain her influence over her feeble 
15 ſon, and was herſelf devoted to tlie will of the ma- 
reſchal and his conſort. With laviſh hand he diſ- 


Freed. thoſe rreaſires. which had Vern amaſſed 
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bythe ambition of Henry, and the unwearied fru> 
gality of Sully; new titles were invented, and new 
poſts were created to gratify the pride, or the ava- 


rice of his dependants ; the ancient ſervants of te 


crown were diſmiſſed, and their places were fu p- 
_ plied by the creatures of his pleaſure. At length, 
- inflaced with eee and no longer able to en- 
he pre railed on "the queen to 8888 the prince X 
Conde, who had prefumed to menace n vin his 
indignation. 

The impriſonment of whos prince in this Baftile, 
awakened from their dream of ſecurity the dukes 
of Vendoſme, Mayenne, Nevers, and Rohan, with 

a ſplendid train of nobility, who haſtily retired 
> court, and prepared by arms to deliver 
themſelves from the oppreſſion of the favourite * 
the public diſcontent was increaſed by the diſ- 


miſſal of Villeroy, grown grey in the ſervice of : 


Henry the Fourth, from the office of ſecretary of 
ſtate, and by the promotion of the biſhop of Lu- 
con, ſince known as the celebrated cardinal Rich- 


lieu. The vigour that the court diſplayed was 


moſt probably the effe& of the new miniſter's 

counſels ; three armies, levied with diligence, im- 
mediately appeared in the field to ſupport the royal 
authority; the firſt in Champagne, commanded 


by the duke of Guiſe, reduced Chateau, Porcien, 
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dence of Lewis, by his unwearied aſſiduities, and 
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and Rethel ; the ſecond, which acted in the Ni- 


vernois, and was conducted by the mareſchal Mon- 


tigny, defeated and took priſoner the ſecond ſon 
of the duke of Nevers; the third was entruſted 
to the count d' Auvergne, whom the queen had 
drawn from the long confinement, to which he had 
been ſentenced by Henry, and now placed at che 
bead of the royal forces in the iſle of France. 

Age and misfortune had not extinguiſhed the 
youthful vigour of that reſtleſs noble. He fur- 


priſed and diſperſed the ſcattered bodies of the 
confederates, and inveſted in Soiſſons the duke of 
Mayenne, ſon to the renowned chief of the league. 
The walls of that place could not long have re- 


fiſted his ardour; and he had already prepared to 
give the ſignal for a general aſſault; when the duke 


of Mayenne was preſerved from the deſtruction 


that impended over him, by an event as UNEX- 


pected as it was deciſive. 
While the mareſchal of Ancre, A at the 


proſpect before him, gave looſe to a temper natu- 


rally raſh and vindictive, his capricious jealouſies 


and unbridled arrogance preci ipitated on his own 
og the ruin that he meditated againſt his ene - 

He had placed about the perſon of the 
hos * à gentleman of the name of Luines, 
who inſinuated himſelf into the favout and confi- 


3 the 


HISTORY OF FRANCE. 34 


the ardour with which he planned and: partook of 
his childiſh amuſements; but while the thoughts 
and hours of this new favourite ſeemed occupied 
by ſports and pleaſures the moſt frivolous, he in 
private nouriſhed an ambition above his rank and 


ſtation. The mareſchal had repulſed, with con- 


tempt, his offer of alliance by uniting his brother 
to the niece of Ancre ; and Luines, not inſenſible 
of the ſuſpicious diſpoſition of the Florentine, de- 


{ 


termined to provide for his own ſafety, by the de · 


ſtruction of a man whom from that moment he ſe- 
cretly conſidered as his implacable enemy. _ 
In the unguarded hours of familiarity, he im- 


preſſed Lewis with a lively dread of the danger- 


ous deſigns of the aſpiring Italian; he repreſented 
to him that his father, Henry the Fourth, had 


ever regarded, with peculiar averſion, the influ- 


ence of the mareſchal, . and Leonora, over the 


mind of the queen. That he had only been pre- 
vented by the tears of his conſort, from compel- 
ling them to repaſs the Alps; that the evils which 


he had foreſeen from their aſcendancy over that 


princeſs, were now realiſed; the firſt prince of the 
blood was impriſoned; the prineipal nobility were 
baniſhed from court; and the kingdom was plunged 


into the calamities of civil war, to ſatiate the re- 
venge, or ſooth the arrogance of a ſupercilious + 


foreigner. That while xhis inſolent minion diſ- 
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poſed at pleaſi ure of every employment of truſt and 
im portance, the ſovereign himſelf was little better 
than a captive to the queen and the mateſchal; 
and the avowed preference and attachment of the 
former, to his younger brother the duke of | Or- 
leans, ought to eke en him with ſentiments of __— 
dent diſtruſt. ' 98 
L = on The tender years of Lewis were 4 
1” ready diſtinguiſhed by that jealouſy of 
the royal authority which afterwards became the 
Prominent feature of his character. He liſtened 
attentively to the repeated ſuggeſtions of Luines, 
and at length imparted his reſolution to atchieve 
his own deliverance; and to extinguiſh the torch of 
civil commotion by the death of the mareſchal. 
With the concurrence of Lewis, Luines exacted 
an oath from Vitri, the captain of the guard, to 
execute whatever the king ſhould command. He 
chen diſcloſed to him the royal orders to arreſt the 
mareſchal d' Ancre; and Vitri having aſſociated in 
the enterptiſe his brother Hillier, his brother in- 
law Perſan, and a few more friends, on whoſe cou- 
rage and fidelity he could rely, nen to execute 
| the will of his ſovereign. 
While the conſpirators were ien in con- 
certing their meaſures; the queen was confiden- 
tially admoniſhed to diſmiſs her Italian favourites, 
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own in finanots and Leonora was exhorted to con- 
ſult her ſafety by a. prudent and timely retreat; 
the natural timidity of her ſex inclined her to em- 
brace the counſel that was offered ; but the mareſ. 
chal indignantly rejected the alternative, and de- 
clared that he would never deſert that fortune which 
hitherto had conſtantly accom panied him. On the 
morning fixed for his deſtruction, he had entered 
the Louvre, ſurrounded by forty gentlemen who 
derived their ſupport from his liberality; he was 
earneſtly engaged in reading a letter, when the 
captain of the guard and his friends appeared; 
the retinue of Ancre, imagining they preceded 
their royal maſter, gave way; and Vitri, advanc- 
ing to the mareſchal, arreſted-him in the name of 
the king. Ina moment of aſtoniſhment and in- | 
dignation he laid his hand on bis ſword; . 
mark of reſiſtance. was the. ſignal of his de | 
tion. The command of Vitri to kill him was in- = 
ſtantly obeyed; and three piſtols, diſcharged with 
unerring aim, extended. the aareſchal lifeleſs on 
the ground. . . 
The preſence of the king at a window which 
overlooked: the bloody ſcene, repreſſed the inef- 
fectual zeal of Ancre's adherents; his ſon, the 
marquis de Pene, and his wife, the unfortunate 
Leonora, were immediately ſecured. A judicial 
Proceſs was . commenced . againſt the latter; ; her 
2 4 eſtates 
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eftates were confiſcated, and ſhe was. e ed 


- to expiate with her life, a crime that exiſted only in 


the malice, or ignorance, of her ' proſecutors. She 
was charged, and pronounced guilty of having faſ- 
cinated the affection of the queen by magical arts; 
but the conſtancy with which in her laſt moments 
ſhe endured the ſevereſt tortures, commanded the 
admiration, though it diſarmed not the rage of wor 
Ke eee neee 6 

The deſtruction of her Leia: was FP) 
» the diſgrace of the queen-mother herſelf ; thar 
princeſs, diveſted of her guards, and the enſigns 


of royalty, was. permitted to retire to Blois. The 


power which had been occupied by Ancre was 


transferred to Luines; the dignity of mareſchal 
Was conferred on Vitri; his brother Hillier was 


raiſed to the vacant poſt of captain of the guards; 
and the bilhop of Lucon was compelled to refign 
the ſeals of ſecretary of n. which * had ſo 
Inely received. 

- While the duke of ene Wb and de- 
ſerted, anticipated in his terrors the puniſnment 
of unſucceſsful - rebellion, he was agreeably ſur- 
ꝑriſed by the intelligence that the mareſchal d'An- 
ere was no more, and that the king had been 
pleaſed to approve his conduct, as originating in 
real for the public welfare. The gates of Soiſſons 


were thrown e to the * forces, and the 
count 
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count d'Auvergne entered as a friend, that city 
which he had ſo lately afflicted with all the cala- 
mities of war.. The dukes of Vendoſme, Nevers, 
and Rohan, alſo haſtened to court to throw them- 
| ſelves at the feet of a ſovereign whole juſtice had 
extinguiſhed the object of their enmity; and while 
they loaded with reproaches the memory of the 


former, they laboured to acquire, by their aſſidui- 
ties, the friendſhip of the preſent favourite; the 


birth of Luines rendered him deſirous of ennobling 


his obſcure extraction by an illuſtrious alliance; 
the ſiſter of the duke of Vendoſme, and the na- 


tural daughter of Henry the Fourth, firſt pre- 


ſented herſelf to his aſpiring hopes; but he 
dreaded the revival of that envy, which had 
proved ſo fatal to the mareſchal d' Ancre; and 
contented himſelf with ſoliciting the hand of the 
daughter of the duke of Montbazon ; who with 
. pleaſure conſented to receive as his ſon-in-law the 
favourite of the king. 1 
- While the deſtructive flame of civil commotion 
preyed upon the vitals of France, the duke of 
Savoy was expoſed to the formidable arms and 
reſtleſs ambition of Spain. The mareſchal duke 
de Leſdeguieres flew to the ſuccour of that prince, 
whom formerly he had encountered with equal ar- 
dour. The commands of the queen. mother could 
not reſtrain him from an enterpriſe in which the 
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glory and umeroſt of his country were deeply {Con | 


cerned. The late revolution ſuſpended his opera- 


| 7 tions for a moment, but on the deſtruction of the 
mareſchal d Anere he reſumed them wich the ſanc- 


tion of the royal authority. In ſucceſſive engage- 
ments the troops of Spain were defeated by a ve- 
teran who joined the fire of youth to the experi- 
ence of age; and at the inſtant that he prepared 
to carry his victorious arms into Milan, and render 


Italy once more the theatre of war, his trium- 


Phant career was ſtopped by the intelligence of a 
peace, which Spain, baffled and humbled, had 
condeſcended to propoſe, and which the exhauſted 
coffers of the Aan of —_ had induced n to 
accept. c 
The Act , his 14 FO 
from the partiality of his ſovereign 
the title of duke of Luines, endeavoured, by every 
-method that policy could ſuggeſt, firmly to-eſta- 
bliſh his dominion over the mind of his royal 
patron ; at the ſame time he aſſiduouſſy courted 


. 2678. 


the general opinion; to ingratiate himſelf with 


the people, he aſſembled the ſtates of Rouen, and 
aboliſhed the moſt burdenſome impoſts; to con- 


ciliate the princes of the blood, he appeared zea | 


lous in his ſolicitations to procure the freedom of 


the prince of Condè; and by a dextrous applica- 


tion to the intereſts of individuals, he converted 


— 
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the reproachful clamours of his moſt formidable 
opponents into profeflions of eſteem. The duke 

of Mayenne was gratified with the government of 
Guienne, wreſted from the prince of 'Conds, the | 
mareſchal Ornano was appointed to that of Nor- 
mandy; and the duke of Luines reſerved to him- 
ſelf the Iſle of France, the ſituation of which al- 
lowed him to exerciſe the duties of a eee | 
without neglecting the arts of a courtier. 

Yer amidſt every precaution that -prudence 
could dictate, amidſt the ſplendour of a fortune 
that was envied by millions, the reſtleſs hours of 
the favourite were conſtantly haunted by che 


dread of the returning influence of the queen- 


mother. Exiled and encompaſſed at Blois by 
hollow friends and open enemies, that princeſs 
was ſtill formidable. She entered into a correſ- 
pondence with the duke d'Epernon, who had 
quitted the court in diſguſt, and maintained in 
che city of Metz a ſullen independence. He rea- 

dily liſtened to the advances of the queen · m 
ther, whoſe partiality he had formerly e 
enced, and whoſe deliverance he engaged to 
atchieve. At the head of an hundred horſe, 
whoſe fidelity he could depend on, he ſuddenly 
quitted Metz, and rapidly advanced to Blois; 
Mary, informed of his approach, eluded by a 
adder of ropes the e of her guards; and 
1 | deſcending 
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deſcending from a window, eſcaped to the protec- | 
tion of Epernon, who conveyed her ſafely into 
Angouleſme, at the critical moment that the court 
had determined to commit her a cal . to 


the caſtle of Amboiſe. 


On the firſt enen of the 


D. 161 
7 4 flight of the queen, the king and his 


5 ſatourte: abandoned themſelves to menaces the 


moſt harſh and violent. An hundred thouſand 
men were deſtined to chaſtiſe the temerity of the 
duke d'Epernon, and the royal forces were com- 
manded'to aſſemble on every fide to recover the 
fugitive princeſs, and to overwhelm her preſump- 
tuous protector; but with the return of reaſon 
Lewis was awakened to the infamy of arming 
againſt his mother; and the duke of Luines was 
ſenfible that the public voice would attribute to 
his counſels a war unnatural and odious. On the 
other hand, the duke d'Epernon beheld himſelf 
difappointed in the ſupine indifference of the no- 
bles, from which no exhortations either of his 
own or his royal ally could arouſe them; he was 

ſenſible that alone and unſupported, he muſt ſoon 

ſink in the unequal  conflit ;- yet though both 
patties fincerely wiſhed for peace, the negocia- 
tions were flow and indeciſive. To quicken theſe, 
the-duke of Luines recalled the biſhop of Lucon, 


7 1 wa he had baniſhed from the fide of the 


queen- 


** 
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queen mether, to Avignon. That prelate, whoſe 
commanding genius was already diſcerned amidſt 
the clouds of faction, was peculiarly aceeptable to 
Mary; though the duke d' Epernon at firſt re- 
garded him with jealouſy, the addreſs and inſi- 
| nuating manners of Richlieu, ſoon diffipated his 
ſuſpicions, and enſured his confidence. His in- 
fluence again eſtabliſhed that tranquillity which 
was ſo earneſtly deſired. The queen- mother by 
the treaty of Angouleſme was reſtored to liberty, 
and indulged in the privilege of changing the 
ſeat of her reſidence at pleaſure; in lieu of the 
government of Normandy, ſhe received that of 
Anjou, with- the caſtles of Angers, Pont de Ce, 
and Chinon. Her adherents were reinſtated in 
their poſts and appointments ; but on this occa- 
ſion Richlieu himſelf diſplayed the features of 
| honourable diſintereſtedneſs, and amidſt the vari- 
ous articles that he ſtipulated, ſeems alone to have 
neglected his private advantage. | 

That diſcord which interrupted the A. D. 1619. 
repole of France, was diffuſed more 1620. 
widely, and with more bloody rage through the 
ſeveral principalities of Germany. The oppoſi- 
tion to the houſe of Auſtria was inflamed by reli- 
gious enthuſiaſm ; the ſtates of Bohemia having 
taken arms againſt the emperor Mathias, conti- 
nued their revolt againſt his ſucceſſor Ferdinand 

Fo - "hs 
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the Second, a claimed the obſervance of all he 
edicts enacted in favour of the new religion, along 
with the reſtoration of their ancient laws and con- 
ſtitution. The ſurrounding principalities Silefia, 
Moravia, Luſatia, Auſtria, and the kingdom of 
Hungary, took part in the quarrel; and each in 
their turn experienced 1 darrars "a9. calamities 
of a civil waer. 
Ferdinand, bold wy hangs: iſdained. to 
| conciliate by lenient meaſures thoſe diſaffected 
| ſpirits he aſpired to chaſtiſe by arms. With 
the aſſiſtance of bis own ſubjects, who profeſſed 
the ancient religion, and the alliance of the 
neighbouring Catholic princes, he beheld his ar- 
mies ſwelled by the acceſſion of the Proteſtant 
elector of Saxony, by the. rapid cavalry of Po- 
land, and the firm and veteran infantry of Spain. 
J0o reſiſt ſo formidable a confederacy, the ſtates 
of Bohemia determined alſo to implore the pro- 
tection of foreign powers, and they caſt their eyes 


on Frederic elector palatine; who as ſon· in law to 


the king of England, and nephew to prince Mau- 
rice, whoſe uthority was become almoſt abſolute 
in the United Proyinces, might from his own am- 
ple dominions, and the greatneſs of his connec- 
tions, be able to defend the Proteſtant cauſe and 


the liberties of Bohemia from the hoſtile enter- 


N of che houſe of Auſtria. | 
| The 


* 
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The elector palatine, ſtimulated by the fire an 
anblaion of youth, accepted the crown which the 
diſtreſs of the ſtates had proffered; and marched 
into Bohemia to the ſupport of his new ſubjects. 
But his raſh reſolution was diſapproved by James 
and Maurice; and the former reſtraining the ar- 
dout of his people in the cauſe of Frederic, and 

_ impreſſed with an exalted idea of the rights of 
kings, refuſed to countenance the revolted ſubs 
jects of the houſe of Auſtria. The elettor 
feated in the great and deciſive battle of . 
fled with his family into Holland; and Spinola 
entering the palatinate, notwithſtanding the efforts 
of ſome Proteſtant princes of Germany, and a gal- 
lant band of Engliſh volunteers, commanded by 
the brave ſir Horace Vere, in a ſhort time made 
himſelf noſes: of ho e part of chat N 
pality. 

In Wan ths . 400 dar of Fan duke 
of Luines ſeemed daily to increaſe ; yet the 
queen-mother, though all her demands had been 
gratified by the late treaty, ſtill refuſed to appear 
at court, and nouriſhed in diſcontented ſec urity, 
at the caſtle of Angers, the ſeeds of revolt. 
To fortify himſelf againſt her influence, Laines » 
had reſtored the liberty, and laboured to engage 
the gratitude of the prince of Conde. Bur the 


en * union might have inſpired was ba- 
| lanced 
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lanced by the jealouſies: of the reformed, by the 
murmurs of the people at new impoſts, and by | 
the envy of the nobility, who could ill brook 
the fond partiality of the king, and the inſult- - 
ing grandeur of his favourite. The duke of 
Mayenne retired to his government of Guienne; 
the count of Soiſſons, the dukes of Vendoſme, 
Nevers, Rohan, and Retz, haſtened to Angers, 
and offered their ſervices to the queen - mother; 
the duke d' Epernon once more declared in her 
favour; and Mary of Medicis aſſuming the tone 
of independence, proclaimed her reſolution never 
to conſent to any future treaty, unleſs guarantied 
by the — of F "TANCE, or e Sore! gn 


power. 


But on this denden che ing tenacious of his 
dignity, acted with vigour and firmneſs. While 
his diſcontented ſubjects gave vent to their in · 
dignation in ineffectual invectises, with what 
forces he could haſtily aſſemble he entered the 
province of Normandy, confirmed by his pre- 
ſence the doubtful allegiance of Rouen, reduced 
Caen, and compelled the duke of Longueville, 
who had eſpouſed the cauſe of the queen, to ſeex 
ſhelter in Dieppe. While his ſucceſs inſpired 
with hope and confidence his on adherents, 
Mary, aſtoniſhed at an alacrity ſo little expected, 


5 | _, with the n of danger, the natural ti- 


| midity 
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midity of her ſex return; rejecting the bold and 


deciſive counſels of the duke of Rohan, to retire 


to Bourdeaux, and rely on the affection of that par- 


liament, zealouſly attached to her intereſt, ſhe was 
perſuadel by the biſhop of Lucon to depend on 


the effects of negociation; a new treaty was ſub- 
ſcribed which confirmed the former; and a gene- 
ral pardon was granted to thoſe who ſhould de- 
| ſerve the clemency of their ſovereign by imme- 

diate ſubmiſſion. On the day after the conditions 
were ſigned, the king, diſſembling his knowledge 
of the event, attacked and carried Pont de Ce, a 


fortreſs which he bad formerly yielded to the de- 
mands of the queen, and which was now betrayed 


by the artifices of the biſhop of Lucon, and the 
cowardice of the duke of Retz, 

If in the treaty of Angouleſme, the difintereſted: 
neſs of Richlieu commanded the admiration. of his 
enemies; in the preſent, t the ſincerity of his coun- 


ſels and the integrity of his conduct were univer- 


fally ſuſpected and loudly impeached. A ſecret 


article of the treaty too clearly revealed his ambi- 


tious motives. While the duke of Luines ſtipu- 
lated to obtain the dignity of cardinal for the aſpir- 


ing prelate, che biſhop of Lucon conſented to bo- 


ſtow the hand of his niece, with an immenſe por- 
tion, on the nephew of the favourite; and Mary 


of Medicis diſcerned too late that ſhe had fallen a 
. VOL, 11. 1 Aa a victim 
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(--  _ vidimto the ſpeciqus arte and worldly views of the 
$7 ſubtle churchman. 
For a ſeries of. fity. yn the. province of 
Bearn, the patrimqay of Henry the Fourth, had 
maintained the religion of the reformed, pure and 
inviolate. The ſuggeſtions of the favourite, im- 
patient of diſtinguiſhing himſelf -by bis Zeal for 
the ancient worſhip, prevailed; on the king to en- 
ter that country with his forces, and re-eſtabliſh 
the catholic church; ſurpriſed and unprepared 
for reſiſtance, the-Bearnois bent before the ſtorm 
they were incapable of reſiſting ; maſs was cele- 
brated in. the preſence of Lewis ; and after ſup⸗ 
preſſing the privileges, and uniting the princi- 
pality of Bearn to the crown, the monarch re- 
turned in triumph. to his capital to meditate new. | 
_ enterpriſes, and to n ihe limits of the. r 
authority. 


A. \ uh 1641. 


The n of Dachelle.. 1 
faftic in, che cauſe of religion, ani- 
mated by the recollection of former exploits, and 
conſiding in the edict of Namz, ſtill publicly con- 
vened their aſſemblies, and braved the orders of 
their ſovereign; who prohibited their meetings 
as ſeditious, and proclaimed them rebels to the 
danger of encountering the united force of the 
reformed, determined to detach from their intereſt 


% 
"4 
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the mareſchal duke de Leſdeguieres; to gratify - 
the ambition of that powerful chieftain, who ruled 
Dauphinè with almoſt independent authority, the 
poſt of mareſchal-general of the camps was inſti- 
tuted ; but the favourite at the ſame moment ſeized 
for himſelf the ſword of conſtable, which for ſeven 
ſucceſſive years, ſince the death of the duke of 2 
Montmorency, had been denied to the ſolicitations 


of rank and ability. 


The intrigues and preparations of che court - 


could not be concealed from the vigilant eye of 
the Hugonots. The duke of Rohan, ſon-in-law 
to the duke of Sully, with his brother the duke 
of Soubiſe, exhorted them to defend their reli- 
gious principles at the hazard of their lives. But 
du Pleffis Mornai, who, in the reign of Henry the 
Fourth, had diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his ardour 
in the cauſe of calviniſm, now avowed his reluct- 
ance to oppoſe the authority of his ſovereign, 
and ſurrendered the important caſtle of Saumur, 
which commanded the paſſage of the Eoire. His. 
example was followed by the duke of Tremouille, 
and the duke of Bouillon, reſpectable from his 
experience, and from his principality of Sedan. 
The king himſelf, accompanied by the new con- 
ſtable, the prince of Conde, and the mareſchal 
duke de Leſdeguieres, inveſted St. Jean d' Angeli: 
for thirty-five days the duke of Soubiſe repulſed 
Aa 2 "wh 
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With perſevering valour the inceſſant attacks of the 


royal forces; their ſuperior numbers at length | 
compelled him to ſurrender; and ſome praiſe is 
due to the magnanimity of Lewis, who reſpected 
the gallantry of the garriſon, and een n ; 
to depart without moleſtation. _ 
From the reduction of St. Jean d Angeli, ke 
royal army moved forwards towards Montauban; 
but the care of the Proteſtants had provided that 
place with a numerous garriſon, commanded by 
the marquis de la Force; and the pride and 
power of the monarch were ſucceſsfully oppoſed 
by the {kill of that officer, and the conſtancy of: 
his brave -companions. Their ſallies from the 
town were equally bold and prudent; and in re- 
pelling the aſſaults of the befiegers, they diſplayed 
- an invincible courage; for three months Lewis and 
his general preſſed their attacks with incredible 
.obſtinacy ; but the loſs of the duke of Mayenne, 
with his braveſt officers and the flower of his army, 
;obliged the king to abandon the hopeleſs enter- 
.priſe, and to lead back his haraſſed forces to 
3 
With the ſiege of enen the reputation of | 
the duke of Luines expired; and it is probable | 
that a timely death preſerved him from expe- 
riencing on what a ſandy foundation he had 
erected the edifice of greatneſs. From the mo- 
3 ment 
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ment that he had extorted the ſword of conſſa- 
ble, Lewis, profuſe to his favourites, but jealous 
of a maſter, had viewed him with eyes of diſtruſt; 
and the duke himſelf, alarmed at the ſymptoms 
of impending diſgrace, ſunk under the preſſure of 
his fears; and cloſed a life, remarkable only for 
the ſplendid and unmerited fortune that had at- 
tended it. | CP > 
In Spain, Philip the Third, unnoticed” 
and unlamented, had ſunk into the 
grave; while Lewis, indifferent to the diſſ poſition 
of foreign powers, reſumed his deſigns againſt his 
own ſubjects with redoubled ardour ; he had be- 
ſtowed the ſword of conſtable on the duke of Leſ- 
deguieres, who had abjured the Proteſtant reli- 
gion, and entered the pale of the Catholic church. 
At the head of his councils he placed the cardinal 
de Retz, and the count of Schomberg ; and in 
conſequence of their advice, he marched into the 
province of Poitou, with a ſmall but well-diſci- 
plined army, to chaſtiſe the duke of Soubiſe, who, 
after the reduction of St. Jean d'Angeli, had col- 
lected a band of deſperate and indigent affociates, 
and ravaged the defenceleſs country. - On the ap- 
proach of the royal forces, he retired into the 
_ iſland of Rhe, ſeparated from the continent by a 
ſmall arm of the ſea, which was fordable at low 
water. The difficulty of the enterpriſe could not 
Aa 3 reſtrain 
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grain the indignant courage of Lewis; impatient 
"of reſiſtance, he croſſed the ſea under cover of 
the night, and ſtormed the intrenchments of his 
rebellious ſubjects: the duke of Soubiſe, with a 
few companions of his fortunes, eſcaped the ven- 
geance of his ſovereign, by committing himſelf to 
the waves, and {wimming to the continent. 
Neſgrepeliſſe was flormed by the prince of 
| Cond, and the lives of the inhabitants of every 
age and ſex were involved in one promiſcuous 
Carnage; but this inſtance of rigid ſeverity im- 
Preſſed not with terror the enthufiaſtic courage of 
che Proteſtants. The walls of Montpellier were 
| defended by the duke of Rohan in perſon, and the 
prince of Conde beheld the flower of his army 
conſumed in ineffectual aſſaults; the citizens of 
Rochelle, though inveſted by ſea and land, ſtill 
preſerved their former conſtancy; and Lewis, li- 
tenipg to the counſels of the conſtable; Leſde- 


guieres, who revolved with concern the deſtruc- 


tion of à party whoſe principles he had formerly 
ſo ſucceſsſully ſupported, conſented: to cloſe the 
bleeding wounds of his country by a treaty with 


the Hugonots.; the edit of Nantz was again con- 
firmed; the; royal forces were withdrawn from the 


gates and harbour of Rochelle; and the inhabi- 
 tants of Montpellier fubmitted to acknowledge 
Wk * m4 * receive. bim within their 

| | walls ; * 
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ng. the article that diſmiſſed them. 8 We 
qread of a royal garriſon; two regiments devoted 


to his ſervice were left in that city; and the Pro- 


teſtants, too weak to oppoſe, could only mae 
their reſentment in empty murmurs. 

During the convulſions of Italy, and 28 
the tranſient authority of the Sforzas in 1 * 
Milan, the Valteline, a country fituated on the 
borders of Ferol and Milan, but annexed to the 
dominions of the latter, had been occupied by the 
hardy natives of that part of Switzerland diſtin- 
guiſhed by the name of Griſons; their poſſeſſion of 
it had been guarantied by Francis the Firſt and 
Henry the Fourth; but Spain, with the acquiſition 
of the duchy of Milan, extended her pretenſions 
alſo to the Valteline; to oppoſe her ambition, a 


confederacy was formed by the dlke of Savoy and 


the ſtate of Venice; and France readily agreed to 
a league, in which her honour and intereſt were 
involved. The court of Spain, alarmed at ſo for- 
midable a junction, confented in fome meaſure to 
recede from her claim, and to ſequeſter the Valte- 
line into the hands of the Roman pontiff, Gregory 
the Fifteenth, an expedient which Lewis for the 
preſent thought it prudent to acquieſce in. 
| But the att on of the public was 
' ſoon diverted from foreign to domeſtic 
Aaa ' Concerns, 
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300 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 
concerns. The cardinal de Retz had expired 
amidſt the diſſenſions of his country; the partiality 
of the queen for the biſhop of Lucon, now known 
"As cardinal Richelieu, was revived ; and the king 
was prevailed upon td introduce into tis councils a 
man deſtined to reſtore the grandeur of France) 
and toeftabliſh'a new epoch in the reign of 
WW 


Chapter 


| Chapter the T birty-third. 


DESIGNS or RICHELIEU—HE EXPELS. THE. EC» 


. , CLESIASTICAL FORCES: FROM THE VALTELINE 
4 —MARRIAGE OF THE PRINCESS HENRIETTA. 
ro CHARLES, PRINCE OF WALES—WAR WITH 
THE PROTESTANTS — WITH SPAIN — PEACE 
a Wirn THE LATTER—ENGLAND ARMS IN DE- 

FENCE OF THE HUGONOTS - SIEGE OF Ro- 

CHELLE—WAR WITH THE HOUSE or AUSTRIA, 


1 —REVOLT OF THE DUKES OF ORLEANS AND, 


| MONTMORENCY—EXECUTION OF THE LATTER, 
' — INVASION OF PICARDY — REVL T AND 
DEATH OF THE COUNT” OF $01SSONS—CONSPI- 
'RACY OF. MESSIEURS CINQ_, MARS, AND DE. 
ro- REIN FATE—REDUCTION OF PERPIG- 
NAN—DEATH AND CHARACTER or RICHELIEU 
| —OF-LEWIS THE THIRTEENTH. 


| Fro: OM the e and n 
ing annals of a monarch whoſe perſonal 5 —. 


2 alone n gilds che gloom of the poli- 
tical 
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tical hor! izon, the hiſtorian with pleafure haſtens to 
the vigorous counſels and aſpiring ſpirit of his mi- 
niſter, whoſe commanding” genius burſt the narrow 
limits of the cloyſter, and awed and aftoniſhed the 
nations of Europe with the blaze of its meridian 
luſtre. Born to ſteer the veſſel of ſtate amidſt 
ſtorms and quickſands, the political talents of the 
cardinal Richelieu, have, to the preſent moment, 
extorted the praife and admiration of poſterity ; ; 
frequently ſucceſsful, and always great, in bis 
| defgns, he roſe. with accumulated ftrengeh from 
defeat; and the ambitious prelate had no ſooner 
exchanged the crozier for the ſeals, than his open 
and ſecret enemies were overwhelmed by the for- 
rent of his ambition. During eighteen years he 
| maintained his aſcendancy over the jealous mind 
of his ſovereign ; the reformed, who had tri- 
umphed over the artifices of Catherine of Medi- 
cis, and the dark rage of Charles the Ninth, were 
broken by his invincible arm; and the houſe of 
Auſtria, defeated and depreffed, was forced to 
yiett to his ſuperior fortune, that which the valour 
and virtues of Francis the Firſt and Henry the 
Fourth had in vain attempted. .. 
His rivals in the cabinet were the firſt victims 
to the arts of Richelieu; and the duke” of View 
wy: fo whom _—_ dees "I the care of the 


finances, 
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finances, was not only diſmifſed from his poſt, but 
even committed to the caſtle of Amboiſe; his ſuc- 
ceffor Marillac, endeavoured to avoid a fimilat 
fate, by an obſequious compliance with the will 
of the cardinal: who no fooner | had: eſtabliſhed 
his authority at home, than he prepared to' extend 
the terror of his name abroad. His admiſfion 
into the conclave had not ſerved to impreſs 
him with zeal or awe for the court of Rome; 
and his contempt for the ſucceſſor of St. Peter 
was diſplayed in his inſtructions to expel the 
eccleſiaſtical forces from the Valteline. The mar- 
quis of Cœuvres obeyed with alacrity orders fo 
congenial to his own inclinations; Gregory the 
Fiſteench, ſenſible of the inefficacy of the thun- 
ders of the vatican, which had once appeared ſo 
formidable, contented himſelf with remonſtrances, 
which Richelieu received with NY and con- 
| Sgned to neglect. 
James of England, * in hi RO and 
conſtant contemplation of royal dignity, con- 
fidered' every alliance below that of a king, as 
unworthy of the prince of Wales; and deter- 
mined never to beſtow the hand of his ſon 
Charles, but on a daughter of France or Spain. 
With the latter court his ambaſſador, the earl of 
Briſtol, had opened a negociation. Philip the 
| Fourth received his propoſals wich pienſurs ; ;5 and 
with 
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with. the infanta offered a portion of fix kuwdred | 
thouſand pounds ſterling, and the reſtitution of 
the palatinate, which had been wreſled from Fre- 
deric, ſon-in-law to James, by the emperor of Ger- 
many. But when all meaſures were agreed be- 
tween both parties, and nothing was wanting but 
the diſpenſation from Rome, this connection, fo 
| honourable and advantageous ro England, was 
broken by a romantic enterpriſe, originally con- 
ceived with the idea of haſtening and vempnuling 
the propoſed alliance. 
George Villiers, with the ſole chien 
& perſonal' accompliſhments, had rapidly ad» 
vanced in the favour of James, too partial to ex- 
ternal advantages; and from an obſcure condi- 
tion, had attained the rank and title of duke of 
Buckingham; to ingratiate himſelf alſo with the 
ſon, he propoſed to the prince of Wales to break 
through the forms which uſually bind the heirs 
of royalty, and paſſing in diſguiſe to Madrid, to 
introduce himſelf to the infanta as an ardent and 
devoted lover. Charles reliſhed the gallantry of 
che propoſal; a reluctant conſent by the tears of 
his ſon, and the reproaches of his favourite, was 
extorted from James; and the prince of Wales, 
accompanied by Buckingham, privately quitted 
London, and croſſed over to Calais. They had 
even 0: . in their n to viſit the 


French . 
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French court in diſguiſe, and the charms of the 
princeſs Henrietta, the fifler of Lewis, made a 
lively and deep impreſſion on the heart of the 
youthful prince. | | 
Though Charles and the duke were "lian at 
Madrid with-every mark of reſpect and attention 
by the king of Spain, yet the volatile manners, 
and diſſolute pleaſures of the latter, but ill accorded. 
with the gravity and dignity. of the Spaniſh court. 
Influenced by motives of diſguſt or caprice, he de- 
termined to return without accompliſhing. the ob- 
ect of his journey; he eaſily obtained the acquieſ- 
_ cence of Charles; the delay of the diſpenſation 
from Rome: afforded a decent pretence; and im- 
mediately on their arrival in England, the duke of 
Buckingham prevailed on the eaſy king and prince, 
firſt to ſuſpend, and afterwards to bent 1758 the 
| negociation with Spain. 

But James ſtill continued ans 
fixed in opinion, that his fon would 
be degraded by receiving into his bed a princeſs 

of leſs than royal pedigree. After the rupture 
therefore with Spain, nothing remained but an 
alliance with France, and to that court he im- 
mediately applied himſelf. The carts of Hol- 
land and Carliſle were ſent over ambaſfadors on 
this occaſion; but though the portion of Hen- 
rietta equalled not that of the. infanta, and the 
reſlitut ion 


A. D. 1628. 
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reſtitution. of the palatinate could not be nt 
from this alliance, yet the ſuperior addreſs of 
Richlieu to the Engliſh miniſters, extorted the. 
ſame terms for the Chriſtian king, as had been 
granted to the Catholic. To Henrietta was al- 
lowed: the important privilege of educating her 
children till they attained the age of thirteen ; and 
Buckingham was RE; to Paris to conduet 
the bride to her royal conſort, who, by the death 
of his father James, had aſcended the 1 mad of 
England. e 
But the near alliance of France with a Proel 
tant king did not deter the cardinal from nou- 
rithing the moſt fatal deſigns againſt the fol- 
lowers of the reformed religion. Pride had in- 
duced him to brave the impotent reſentment of 
the court of Rome; and that policy which con- 
ſidered the augmentation of the regal authority as 
the grand object of his adminiſtration, prompted 
him to meditate the extirpation of a hardy ſect, 
whoſe frequent revolts openly violated the dignity 
of the crown. Several circumſtances pointed out 
to him the favourable moment of enterprife ; 
the duke of Bouillon, and du Pleſſis Mornai, for- 
midable their abilities, their experience, 
and they! flames, had expired covered- with 
Fears and glory; and though the brothers of 
Rohan and _—_—_ by their martial exploits had 
acquired 
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acquired and maintained a high reputation, yet 
their impetuous courage too often ſlighted the 
voice of prudence, and precipitated their party 
into dangers, es wy A their * 
ſtruction. | | 
The late treaty had hots :nfringed die the | in- 
troduction of a royal garriſon into Montpellier, 
and the remonflrances of the Hugonots had been | 
diſregarded or evaded by the court. A gew ſub- 
ject of diſcontent now preſented itſelf in a royal 
fleet ſtationed at L Orient, to guard and block 
up the harbour of Rochelle. The duke of Sou- 
_ bile offered with a few ſhips ſuddenly to attack. 
and deſtroy the hoftile ſquadron ; and permitted 
the Hugonots, if he failed in the attempt, to diſ- 
own his conduct. Though his meaſures were 
betrayed, he happily accompliſhed the daring 
project: and on the firſt intelligence of his ſuc- 
ceſs, his brother the duke of Rohan refumed his 
arms, and again diſplayed the banner of revolt. 
A ſharp and deſultory war was carried on with 
that fire and animoſity that attends religious 
commotion. The Rochellers were defeated at 
ſea by the umted ſquadrons of France and Eng- 
land]; but the loſs of the confederates in the action 
prevented them fiom improving their advantage. 
The clamours' of the Engliſh compelled their 


n. to interfere; the mediation of the con- 
3 ſort 


B „ 
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fort of Henrietta was liſtened to with reſpect, 
and a peace at length was concluded, v 

firmed the edict of Nantz; the harbour of Ro- 
chelle was delivered from the vigilance of the 
royal ſquadrons; the fort of St. Lewis, which ap- 
proached and inſulted that city, was to be demo- 
liſned within ſix months; and the king of France 


conſented that his btother-in-law, the king of 


nd, ſhould guarantee to che Proteſtants the 
articles of the pete. | 
Philip had beheld with 1 hes ex * 
_ fion of the eecleſiaſtical troops from the Valteline ; 
the French, as allies to the duke of Savoy, ftill 
maintained the war againſt, the power of Spain. 
The Spaniards, in attempting to raiſe the ſiege of 
Verue, were defeated with conſiderable loſs ; bur 
Urban the Eighth, who had ſucceeded to the apoſ- 
| tolical chair, prevented the two crowns from 
| coming to an open rupture. His zeal to recon - 
cile the moſt powerful princes. of the Catholic 
church was attended with ſucceſs; a treaty was 
concluded at Moncon, by which-the ſovereignty 
of the Valteline was confirmed to the Griſons, and 
the paſſes of that country, by the mo of her 
allies, were ſecured to France. . 
The reputation af Rithlieu Was 
not increaſed by his firſt eſſays in 


8 arms; to the I he * granted the maſt 
favourable 
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| cavautable conditions ; ; and in the late treaty of 


Moncon the duke of Savoy loudly complained 


that his intereſts were deſerted. But if abroad his 
ability and integrity were impeached, at home, 


he was expoſed to the envy and rage which at- 
tends ſucceſsful ambition. Gaſton, duke of Or- 


| leans, and brother to the king, had completed his 


eighteenth year, and that irreſolution, which form- 


ed the predominent feature of his character, be⸗ 
gan already to diſplay itſelf. His father, Henry 
the Fourth, had expreſſed his wiſh that he might 


be united to mademoiſelle Mont penſier, one of 
the greateſt heireſſes of France; but the favourites 
of the duke of Orleans endeavoured to divert 
his inclinations to a marriage with ſome foreign 


princeſs, whoſe connections might render him i in. | 


dependent of the power of the miniſter. Their 
intrigues could not elude the vigilance of the 


cardinal ; the mareſchal Ornano, who had even 


concerted the aſſaſſination of Richelieu, was com- 
mitted to the Baſtile, and delivered by diſcaſe 


from an ignominious death; the count gf Chalais | 


expired on a ſcaffold; the duke of Vendoſme, 


and his brother the grand. prior, were cloſely 


guarded ; and, the count of Soiſſons, by a haſty 
flight, ſought ſhelter, from the rempeſt f in the 


court of Rome. The deſigus of his enemies ſerved 
only, to eſtabliſh the authority and influence 0 


: vor. 11. B b | the 
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the chitinat; of the partiality of Lewis for his 
Tnitiifter, was evidently difplayed in the Honoura- 
ble distinction of | ms for the e e of his 
Perlen. „ 

The duke of Olea, pen of all in Aden 
ke could repoſe confidence, returned to court; 
and with his natural levity conceived, or pretended, 
2 yiolent paſſion for mademdiſelle Montpenſier. 
The nuptial ceremony was ' petformed by the 
cardinal ; but though the duke himſelf obtained, 
fron the liberality of his brother, the duchies of 
Orleans and Chartres, with the coutity of Blois, 
bis ſolicitations for his unhappy friends were inef- 

E fectual; and the cardinal having cruſhed the ene: 

mies of his PRO, Prepared t to bees. wand thoſe of 

| bis faith. 
f Thoug h ardent in his defigns of humbling the 
houſs of Auſtria, he was convinced, to exert the 
| power of France, it was fitſt neceffary to extirpate 
the ſeeds of civil « commotion 3, the Proteſtants, im- 
[ng of delay, had urget by arms the demoll- 
Lon of Fort St. Lewis; but their temetity was 
checked by the formidable preparations and. vigo- 
tous meäſures of Richelieu; and the duke of-Sou- 
biſe, anxious for the ſafety of Rochelle, riienaced | 
5 on For fide, 88 and 0 brazr 
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That eourt, embarraſſed by demeſ- 
tic factions and an unſuccefsfy} war 


with Spain, ought, perhaps, in prudence to have 


_ declined any hoſtile enterpriſe againſt the Kingdom 
of France. Its mediation, in behalf of the re- 


fortned, had hitherto been attended with the 
greateſt — ; and Richelleu himſelf, dar- 


ing as he was, could not but regard, with ſome 


degree of dread, the martial ſpirit of a people who 
had ſo oſten proved the ſcourge of his country; 
but the duke of Buckingham ſtill maintained his 
5 aſcendancy over the mind of Charles; when dif- 


patched to receive the princeſs Henrietta, he had 


entertained a guilty paſſion for the queen of 


F. rance; the beauty of his perſon, the elegance of 
his manners, and the ſplendour of his equipage, 


caſt round him a luſtre, which is ſuppoſed | even 


to have dazzled the eyes of royalty; a private 
vifit that he paid to Anne, was received with a re- 
Proof that favoured more of kindneſs than anger 
| but his preſumption had not eſcaped the obſerva- 


tion of the cardinal ; the vigilance of that miniſter | 
was exerted to preclude all future correſpondence z 


on the preparations of Buckingham fot a Tecond 
embaffy to Paris, he was informed by a metlage 
from Lewis, chat he muſt not think of ſuch 2 
journey; and though he reluctantly abandoned 
the deſign, he ever after nouriſhed 4 deep reſent- 

e B ba . ment 
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ment againſt Richelieu, to whoſe — he 

imputed his diſappointment. 

A. D. 1627, He had abend, in a wanton joe 
| 1648, diſplayed the features of his imperious 

diſpoſition ; ; he prevailed; on Charles to ſend back 

to France all the domeſties of that nation, who 


hhad attended Henrietta to England. The mareſ- 


chal Baſſompierre was diſpatched by Lewis to the 
court of London, to remonſtrate againſt this in- 
fraction of the marriage articles; and though the 
addreſs of the ambaſſador rendered him accept- 
able to Charles, yet his efforts could only ſuſpend 
the os hae and ns of h 


| over the Rochellers, the fleet of France had been 


| Slate; in bis heed; that 8 favourite 
now liſtened with pleaſure to the repreſentations 
of the duke of Soubiſe; in the naval victory 


reinforced by a ſquadron from England, and the 
ſubſequent peace had been concluded under the 
mediation of Charles; that monarch had affiſted 
in humbling the Hugonots, and his honour was 
concerned in faithfully guaranteing a treaty, which 
his arms had compelled them to accept; when to 
theſe arguments were added the ſolicitations of 
Buckingham, and the clamours of his people, 
zealous for their oppreſſed Proteſtant brethren, it 


\ 5 . 
Py ETD 18 
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is no wonder chat the reluctance of Charles was 
overwhelmed by their united force. 


Before the mighty preparations of Ricdglies- 


could be completed; a fleet of an hundred fail, 
and an army of ſeven thouſand men, were fitted 
out for the invaſion of France. Both of theſe were 


entruſted to the command of the duke of Buck- 


ingham, who preſented himſelf with his arma- 


ment before the harbour of Rochelle; but ſo ill- 
concerted were his meaſures, that the inhabitants 
refuſed to admit theſe formidable allies, of whole 
coming they had not been previouſly informed. 
| Diſappointed i in. this expectation, the duke directed 


his operations againſt Rhè, an adjacent iſland, pro- 
tected by a numerous garriſon and ſtrong fortifica- 
tions; he landed his men, though with ſome loſs; 
and had he immediately urged his attacks, and 
not allowed Thoiras, the French ggvernor, ſeveral 


days reſpite, he might probably have reduced St. 
Martin. the principal fortreſs of the iſland; but 
his negligence and unaccountable delay enabled 


the French to repleniſh the magazines, and rein- 


force the garriſon of that place. The- Engliſh 


were repulſed in repeated attacks; detached and 
ſucceſſive bodies of troops were poured- by the 
cardinal into the iſland ; and Buckingham him- 


ſelf, after the loſs of two thirds: of his original 


___ n it neceſſary to conſult his ſafety by a 
: - WD 4 - preci- 
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precipitate retreat. He condudted. the rear in 
Perſon, with a gallantry which, in ſome menſure, 5 
effaced the diſgrace of defeat ; but while the teſti- 
mony of his companions eſtabliſned the reputation 
of his courage, the voice of the public rt im- 
penched his Kill and judgement. 
The retreat of Buckingham 5 850 Sgnal for 
. to Richelieu. That miniſter had already 
ſecured, by ſeparate treaties, the alliance of Spain 
and the United Provinces; his addreſs had repre: 
ſented to the court of Philip his treaty with the 
later, as ſolely a temporary expedient to prevent | 
_ their arming in defence of the reformed ; he had 
recalled and pardoned the count of Soiffons ; and 
| while he reſtrained the levity, had conciliated to 
his defigns the inclinations of the duke of Or- 
Jeans. The army that he had aſſembled was com- 
manded by the king in perſon, and animated b 
the preſence of the principal nobility. The -car- 
dinal, who accompanied his fovereign, aſpired 
to the reputation of a general as well as a ſtateſ- 
man; he planned the lines of circumvallation; 
defigned the different forts, and directed the at- 
tacks. To deprive the beſieged of all ſuccour, his 
boundleſs genius formed the project of throwing 
acreſs the harbour, 8 mole of a mile's extent in 
that boiſterous ocean. His diligence daily urged 


een che monk: bur before i _ 
2 . de 


HISTORY OF FRANCE. 375 
a the flect of England, commanded 


by the earl of Denbigh, once more appeared in 


view. The Rochellers crowded to their ramparts 
| 1 n che, gt" and Riche- 


eee had fuggefted; bur be vas pee. 


ſerved from diſgrace by the treachery or cc 


of the Engliſn admiral ; 'and the earl of: De. 


bigh, after throwing- into the city a ſcanty ſupply 


of corn, declined: an engagement wich che fleet of 5 


France, and retired to Portſmouth. To efſſace 


che diſhonour of the Engliſh arms, the duke of 


Buckingham determined, in perſon, to reſume 
the command; but while his preſence haſteneil 


the preparations, he fell a victim to the national 


indignation, and was affaffinated by the hand of a 
fanatic, named Felton; who avowed: himſelf 
prompted to the:deed by the remonſtrance ' of the 


commons, that declared the duke the ſource of 


every national grievance, and the Hee —_— of 
the public. 

The unhappy fate of Buckidgham ſuſpended 
the armaments of England ; each moment was 


afliduouſly employed by the cardinal; and he at. 


length ' beheld the ſlupendous work completed, 
and enabled to defy the efforts of the enemy. In 


vain did the earl of Lindſay, who ſucceeded to 


che nen of the Engliſh fleet, endeavour to 
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force his way to the harbour. The mole, Kumi 
and ſtrongly fortified, reſiſted and repelled the 
abandoned the Rochellers to deſpair, and ſteered 
back his courſe to England. The laſt ſpark: 
chuſiaſm, which had ſa long inſpired the miſerable 
inhabitants of that city, expired with the ſignal of 
his retreat. While yet his ſails were in ſight, they 
conſented to ſurrender at diſcretion; and ſome idea 
may be formed of the miſeries they had endured, 
ſince of fifteen thouſand. perſans who had originally 
been ſhut up in Rochelle, for thouſand alone ſur- 
vived the fatal effects of n en and the 
ſword. | 
The king entered the Waben city in . 
and the fortune of the cardinal was ſtill more con- 
ſpicuous in the moment of ſubmiſſion, than even 
his genius had ſhone forth in the courſe of the 
ſiege. Scarce had the citizens opened their gates 
to implore the clemency of their ſovereign, before 
a tempeſt, ſo violent, agitated the ocean, as to bury 
in the waves the proud ſtructure that he had 
planned. Had the Rochellers perſevered but a 
few hours longer, the fury of the ſtorm had over- 
whelmed the pride of the cardinal, and preſerved 
their freedom; but the wretched inhabitants drew 
ſome conſolation from the pity of their monarch; 
their * were, intleed, diſmantled ; but their 
i | ; _ 
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perſons and effects were ſpared ; and the modera- 
tion of Lewis and his miniſter, ſatisfied with hav- 
ing broken the power of the Hugonots, and wreſted 
from them their ancient aſylum, ſtill permitted 
them to enjoy an open and avowed toleration. 

The celebrated duke of Leſdeguieres had ex- 
pired amidſt the diſſenſions of his country, with- 
out beholding the humiliation of the reformed, 
whoſe tenets he had formerly profeſſed, and whoſe 
principles he had ſucceſsfully vindicated with his 
ſword. On his deceaſe, the king reſolved to ſup- 
| preſs the office of conſtable, a dignity that he 
thought raiſed the ſubject too near the throne; 
he obtained, at the ſame time, from the duke of 
Montmorency, the reſignation of the poſt of ad- 
miral, and committed the management of the - 
marine to the vigilance of the cardinal. The ge- 
nius of that aſpiring ſtateſman, which embraced 
every department, had juſtified the diſcernment of 
his ſovereign in the ſiege of Rochelle; but though 
his addreſs might baffle, his abilities could not 
_ extinguiſh, the hatred of a court; the ducheſs of 
Orleans had found her grave in the nuptial bed ; 
after being delivered of a daughter, ſhe expired, 
lamented by her conſort, whoſe former reluctance 
her amiable qualities had converted into a lively 
affection ; but the duke ſoon after reſumed his in - 
trigues ; his natural levity ſoon returned to efface 

5 „„ 
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force his way to the harbour, The mole, firmly 
and ſtrongly fortified, reſiſted and. repelled. the 
weight of his attacks. Hopeleſs of ſucceſs, he 
abandoned the Rochellers to deſpair, and ſteered 
back his courſe to England. The laſt ſpark of eu- 
cChufiaſm, which had ſa long inſpired the miſetable 
inhabitants of that city, expired with the ſignal of ; 
his retreat. While yet his fails were in ſight, they 
conſented to ſurrender at diſcretion; and ſome idea 
may be formed of the miſeries they had endured, 
ſince of fifteen thouſand. perſans who had originally 
been. ſhut up in Rochelle, for thouſand alone ſur- 
vived the fatal effects of n i and he 
ſword... _- 
The king entered the proſtrate city in trium a; . 
and the fortune of the cardinal was ſtill more con- 
ſpicuous i in the moment of ſubmiſſion, than even 
his genius had ſhone forth in the courſe of the 
ſiege. Scarce had the citizens opened their gates 
to implore the clemency of their ſovereign, before 
a tempeſt, ſo violent, agitated the ocean, as to bury 
in the waves the proud ſtructure that he had 
planned. Had the Rochellers perſevered but a 
few hours longer, the fury of the ſtorm had over- 
whelmed the pride of the cardinal, and preſerved 
their freedom ; but the wretched. inhabitants drew 
ſome conſolation from the pity of their monarch; 
; ner yall were, indeed, diſmantled ; but their 
| ES perſons 
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perſons and effects were f. pared; and the e 
tion of Lewis and his miniſter, ſatisfied with hav- 
ing broken the power of the Hugonots, and wreſted 
from them their ancient aſylum, ſtill permitted 

them to enjoy an open and avowed toleration. 
The celebrated duke of Leſdeguieres had ex- 
pired amidſt the diſſenſions of his country, with- 
out beholding the humiliation of the reformed, 
whoſe tenets he had formerly profeſſed, and whoſe 
principles he had ſucceſsfully vindicated with his 
ſword. On his deceaſe, the king reſolved to ſup- 
preſs the office of conſtable, a dignity that he 
thought raiſed the ſubject too near the throne; 
he obtained, at the ſame time, from the duke of 
Montmorency, the reſignation of the poſt of ad- 
miral, and committed the management of the 
marine to the vigilance of the cardinal. The ge- 
nius of that aſpiring ſtateſman, which embraced 
every department, had juſtified the diſcernment of 
his ſovereign in the ſiege of Rochelle; but though 
his addreſs might baffle, his abilities could not 
extinguiſh, the hatred of a court; the ducheſs of 
Orleans had found her grave in the nuptial bed; 
after being delivered of a daughter, ſhe expired, 
lamented by her conſort, whoſe former reluctance 
her amiable qualities had converted into a lively 
affection; but the duke ſoon after reſumed his in · 
trigues; his natural levity ſoon returned to efface 
| = the 
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the loſs of his late ducheſs; is profeſſed an ardent 
paſſion for Mary de Gonzagua, the daughter of the 

duke of Nevers; and his addreſſes to that lady 
were alternately renewed, or ſuſ pended, as his own 
caprice inclined, and the intereſt of his favourites | 
dictated. | | 
: The meier Es the 8 for 
p. 1623 dhe (or of Rome had been inſtanced 
in che expulſion of the ecclefiaſtical forces from 

te Valteline; ſuperior to the influence of reli- 


gious ſuperſtition, from political motives alone, 


He had armed the power of the crown againſt the 
reformed ; to exalt the glory of France and to 
depreſs the houſe of Auftria, he now reſigned his 
own perſonal reſentments.. On the death of Vin- 
cent duke of Mantua, .his kinſman, the duke of 
Nevers, pleaded his claim as the next male in 
' ſucceſſion to that duchy ; but the emperor aſſerted 
his right as ſupreme prince, and beſtowed the 
inveſtiturè on the duke of Guaſtalla; and the 
duke of Savoy alſo urged his pretenſions to the 
Mlarquiſate of Montferrat; both were ſupported 
by the forces and treaſures of Philip; the banners 

v Spain were diſplayed from the walls of Man- 
tua; and the duke of Nevers could only loudly 
accuſe an uſurpation which he was incapable of 
reſiſting. He had incurred the diſpleaſure of the 
5 0 1 entering into the cabals of his avowed | 
| enemies ; 


eg 
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enemies; he 'was expoſed to the fee of 
the queen mother, who regarded, with open aver- 
fion and female rage, the paſſion of the duke of 
Orleans for Mary de Gonzagua ; but in the mind 
of Richelieu, the intereſt of the ſtate ſuperſeded 
every other conſideration ; and -while he aban- 
| doned the ſenſe of his own injuries, he was deaf 
to the implacable enmity of Mary .of Medicis. 
He adviſed the king of France to embrace the 
opportunity of ſupporting. his own ſubject, the + 
duke of Nevers, againſt the injuſtice of the houſe +» 
of Auſtria, The ardent ſpirit of the miniſter 
communicated tfelf to the monarch ; and with 
the veterans whoſe diſcipline had been confirmed 
and whoſe perſeverance had been exerciſed in the 
ſiege of Rochelle, Lewis, early in the enſuing: 
ſpring, erected his ſtandard, and prepared to 
march to the relief of Caſal, which was beſieged 
by the forces of the confederates. The incle-. 


mency of the ſeaſon, the rugged tracts of the 


Alps in vain oppoſed his progreſs; he penetrated 
through the narrow paſs of Suza; and the duke 
of Savoy, alarmed at his approach, conſented to 
deſert his allies, and to negociate a treaty with 
France. He engaged to allow a free paſſage to, 
and to ſupply with proviſions the forces of Lewis: 
and * . with his own army, to join the 
; French 
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\ - French ſtandard, and to chace the Spaniards from 


the walls of Caſall. 
Jo the defence of that 3 . e | 
three thouſand choſen ſoldiers, under the com- 
mand of Thoiras, who had already fignalized 
his gallantry in the defence of the ifland of Rhe. 
The monarch himſelf, with his miniſter, animated 
by ſuccels, - traverſed again the Alps, and entered 
his kingdom to chaſtiſe the preſumption of the 
Hugonots. The duke of Rohan, undiſmayed by 
the reduction of Rochelle, ſtill diſplayed the 
banner of revolt in Guinne, Languedoc, and the 
mountains of the Cevennes. Niſmes, -Montau- 
ban, Caftres, Privas, and Alais, ſtill profeſſed the 
principles of - the. reformed, and declared their 
reſolution to ſeal their faith with their blood. 
While the cardinal, oppreſſed by a ſlow and dan- 
gerous fever, ſought a tranſient repoſe from his 
toils, the king aſſaulted the walls of Privas, com- 
pelled the garriſon to ſurrender at diſcretion, and 
devoted the inhabitants, without exception of age 
or ſex, to the ſword. Richelieu, rejoiced at his 
abſence from the promiſcuous maſſacre which 
ſullied the victory of his ſevereign. This in- 
ſtance of ſeverity ſtruck terror Indeed into the 
citizens of Alais; ſtrongly fortified, and amply 
provided, that place might long have refifled the 
| attacks of the royal Ts: the gates were im- 
| a mediately 
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melder opened on the approach of the king, 
and the duke of Rohan, too fatally convinced of 


the inability of the Proteſtants any longer to de- 


fend themſelves by arms, ſigned a treaty, which 


reſtored - the . reformed to their eſtates and the 


free exerciſe of their religion, but deprived them 
in their fortified towns of the means of protecting 
either. He himſelf immediately after withdrew 
into honourable exile. But the citizens of Mon- 

tauban' rejected terms which involved their walls 
in deſtruction, and refuſed admittance to the 


- prince of Conde, whoſe ſanguinary diſpoſition 


they dreaded. To the exhortations of Richelieu 
himſelf they were leſs inexorable; the cardinal 
with his guards were invited to enter the city; 


* 


and the lenity with which he treated the inhabi- 


tants, added a milder luſtre to the glory that he 
had acquired by the 1 of his martial enter- 
priſes. | 
The enemies inf Richelieu had 


A. D. 1630. 
again reſumed their intrigues; but 


their cabals proved fatal to themſelves, and ſerved 


to confirm the authority of the cardinal, who 


Lewis, by letters patent, inveſted with the title of 


principal miniſter. The duke of Savoy had avail- 


ed himſelf of the late hoſtile operations againſt 
the Proteſtants, had violated. the treaty of Saza, 
and had joined the Spaniards in the ſiege of Caſal. 


To 


1 
LY 
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To the title of miniſter, he 126 of Francs added. 
that of lieutenant general; and the cardinal, poſ- ' 
ſeſſed of all military and eivit power, 3 8 
to chaſtiſe the preſumption of the Savoyard. He 

croſſed again the Alps in- perſon; ; and while he 


affected to liſtens to terms of accommodation, 


continued bis march wien unwearied rapidity. 
The heads of his columns were already pointed 
towards Turin, and the duke was diligently oc- 
cupied in preparing for the defence of his capi- 
tal, when Richelieu, fuddenly- changing his di- 
rection, prefented himſelf before the gates of 
| Pignerol ; that important fortreſs, which "opened | 
a direct road from Dauphin into Italy, was taken 
min twelve days; and the minifter now ſum - 
moned Lewis to the camp to ſhare the glory of 
his ambitious projects. With a veteran army of 
twenty-five thouſand men, the king of France over- 
ran and reduced the country of Savoy ; Mazarin, 
afterwards ſo well known in France by the dig. 
nity of cardinal and the power of miniſter, was 
ſent to negociate with Lewis on behalf of the duke 

of Savoy; a partial ſuſpenſion of arms was all he 
eould obtain; and that unhappy prinee, who be 
held his territories portioned out between his im- 
Placable enemies, and faithleſs allies, ſunk him- 
ſelf into the ee the victim of yon: e am- 


bitien. | ” . 
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Thie death of the duke of Savoy facilitated the | 
: pes of the French. Revel, Ville Franche, 
and Poncallier, inftantly capitulated ; but their 
career of conqueſt was checked by a peſtilential 
diforder, which thinned and debilitated the ar- 
mies of France. The king himſelf indifpoſed, 
rind attended by the cardinal, had retired to 
Lyons; and the remnant of the troops under the 
mareſchals de le Force, Schomberg, and Maril- 
lac, were ordered to proceed to the relief of Caſal. 
Feeble and enervated by diſeaſe, the ardour of 
the generals infpired the ſoldiers; they already 
beheld the walls of that fortreſs, and the camp of 
the befiegers ; but when they hourly expected 
the fignal for engaging, they were preſerved from 
the encounter with the freſh and vigorous troops 
ol Spain, by intelligence of the treaty of Ratiſbon, 
negociated by Mazarin, and which eſtabliſhed the 
duke of Nevers in the peaceable poſſeffion of the 
duchy of Mantua and the 88 288 of Mont- 
frat. 7 
The indif] poſition of Lewis was attendend by 
the moſt alarming ſymptoms, and in the danger 
of the monarch the miniſter beheld his own. 
His enemies, encouraged by the queen-mother, 
refurned their hopes and intrigues ; but when the 
phyſicians had even pronounced the recovery: of 


Lewis impoſſible, a ſudden and favourable turn 
in. 


Fi 
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in his difbrder confounded the foes, and confirmed | 
che authority of the cardinal. The molt aftiye of | 
his enemies were diſgraced; and arreſted; and 

Mary of Medicis herſelf was compelled. to ſubmit ; 
to a fe 5 iliation with the haughty ftateſ- 
5 mann Whole Sſlierie, over the mind of her ſon 
had ed * . 420 even his ref pect 


for his u 

4 b. pg 5 3 emerging * obſcuiiy, and : 
animated by the heroic genius of the 

great Guſtavus, had already penetrated into Ger- 

many, and ſhaken by ſuccellive victories the impe- 

rial deſpotiſm of the houſe of Auſtria ; to ſecond 

her efforts the cardinal negociated a. treaty, by 


which he engaged annually, to. ſupply Guſtavus 


with four hundred. thouſand. crowns, "while he 
acquired with equal addreſs, by a ſecret. article 


| "with the duke of Savoy, the ſtrong fartreſs of 


Pignerol, and prevailed on the. duke of Man- 
tua to admit a French. garriſon. into Caſal. Yet 
even thoſe negociations ſo advantageous to his 
country, could not exempt him from the malice 
of his adverlaries; the queen- -mother and the 
| duke of Orleans till retained their implacable 
| enmity. But their adherents, the princeſs. of Conti, 
with the ducheſſes of Elbouf and Leſdiguieres 
were ſentenced to exile, and the mareſchal Baſ- | 


: 9 was committed to the . Mary 


hes” of her > and the. inexorable eds, 57 
his miniſter; the duke of Orleans ſought ſhelter K 
from the ſtorm in the court of Lorrain; and aban- 
| doning | kimſelf to his natural levity, een 
garet the fiſter of that prince. a 
The pride of the Lug of France 4. "y 

was wounded by. the preſumption n 
the duke of 8 in affording ſhelter to, and 
contracting an alliance with, bis fugitive brother. 
Twice he invaded the territories of that! prince, "and 
twice compelled him to ſue for peace on the moſt 
humiliating” conditions. Amidft thele alarms the 
duke of Orleans had quitted : a court which could 
no longer afford him ſecurity, and had retired to 
his mother Mary of Medicis in Flanders. While | 
Lewis purſued his career of victory i in Lotrain, L 
his brother baviüg collected a a feeble band of tao 5 
| thouſand lee, penetrated into Burgundy, | 
exhorted the inhabitants to arm againſt the arro- 
gance of the cardinal, and inſulted and deſtroyed: 
the ſüburbs of Dijon. Chaced from thence by 
che mareſchal de la Force, he retreated into Au- 
vergne ; and purſued [ by” 'mateſchal Schomberg, : 

eſca caped with his miſerable train into La guedoc. 
The duke of Montmorency, who governed that, 
province, received the brother of his se overeigp 
with open arms, and eſpouſed his defighs with 
vor. „„ Cc e a ardour: 


— 


1 


386 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 

ardour. Though Thoulouſe, 1 capital, main- 
| rained its loyalty, and proclaimed the ad 
of the duke of Orleans rebels, yet the amiable 
qualities of Montmorency drew to Pezenas the 
principal nobility of the province; on theſe he 
beſtowed the title of ſtates of Languedoc; in an 
eloquent and ſpirited manifeſto he arraigned the 
pride, the inſolence, and the oppreſſive adminiſ- 
tration of the cardinal; and to ſupport his decla 
rations by action, at the head of ten thouſand 
men, who had crowded to his ſtandard, he preſſed 
forwards to attack mareſchal Schomberg, who, 
with four thouſand infantry, bad poſſeſſed himſelf 
of a ſtrong camp near Caſtelnaudari. The im- 
petuous courage of Montmorency, with his - 
valry alone, attacked the entrenchments of that 
general. His example inſpired his followers 
with the moſt heroic reſolution ; the works of 
the royaliſts were pierced by their daring efforts; 
but while their leader diſplayed the valour of a 
ſoldier, he neglected the duties of a commander; 
his martial train, as they ruſhed on to improve 
their advantage, were betrayed into an ambuſcade 
and oyerwhelmed by ſuperior numbers; the duke 
of Montmorency, wounded in ſeveral places, 
and his horſe killed unde him, was taken pri- 


ſoner : and the duke of Orleans, informed of 


> his face, inſtead of e to retrieve the 
; b day, 
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day, r recreated with his ſeattered . diſheartened 
The arable indie of 15 ſuffered not the 
a duke of Montmorency long to languiſh in confine- 
ment; his proceſs was immediately formed before 
the parliament; he was ſentenced to loſe his head; 
and he expired on the ſcaffold with calm and un- 
daunted courage. Inferior only to his anceſtors in 
fortune, in him were extinguiſhed the male de- 
ſcendants of the houſe of Montmorency; and 
while the jealouſy of Lewis refuſed to ſpare his 


| life, his liberality enriched with his eſtates the 


prince of Conde, who had married his fiſter. | 
While. the fate of Montmorency was in ſuſ- 

pence, the duke of Orleans had endeavoured to 

obtain his pardon by profeſſions of future allegi- 


ance ; but no ſooner had the deadly blow been 


given, than that prince retired again into Flan- 
ders. His abſence .and intrigues gave but little 
uneaſineſs to the court of France. That king 
dom each day became more conſcious of her own. 
ſtrength, and of her weight in the political ba- 
lance of Europe. The great Guſtavus, after re- 
peatedly defeating the veteran troops of Ferdi- 
nand, and delivering Germany from the imperial 
yoke, cloſed in the arms of victory a life of ſplendid 
atchievements and military renown. The memo- 
rable field of Lutzen, in which he triumphed and 

| | * To. expired, 


1 
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expired; "raiſed again the drooping piss of tbe 
houſe of Auſtria, who welcomed a defeat that was 


accompanied by the fate of their moſt formidable 
adverſary. But Richelieu, diligent to improve 
every event, concerted his meaſures with prudence 
and promptitude; he nouriſfied by continual ſub- 
fidies the confederacy of the German princes; he 
ſecretly negociated* with the united ſtates of Hol- 
land; and he recalled the duke of Rohan from 
exile, and entruſted to his abilities the command 
of the French forces i in the Valteline. 
A. D. 1633, Though Richelieu NY with 
1534... contempt the machinations of the 
duke of Otleans, he ſuffered not the authority of 
= his ſovereign to be inſulted with impunity by the 
* reiterated hoſtilities of the duke of Lorrain. He 
eaſily perſuaded: Lewis to regard that prince as 
the abetter of the factious deſigns of his brother, 
and once more to invade his dominions. Lune- 
ville and Saint Mihel were rapidly reduced by 
the French; Nanci was inveſted; and the unfor- 
tunate duke. was compelled to ſurrender his capital 
as the pledge of his fincerity, to deliver his fiſter to 
the king of” ance, and to facilitate the diſſolu- 
tion of her marriage with the duke of Orleans. 
But Lewis had ſcarce returned to Paris, before the 
duke of Lorrain having accompliſhed the eſcape 
of his fiſter'to Flanders, endeavoured to clude his 


3 : engage 
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_ engagements, and to preſerve his people from the 
calamities of war, by magnanimouſly reſigning his 
territories to his brother Francis. This artifice 
could not avert the indignation of the cardinal ; 
the mareſchal de la Force, with a numerous arthy, 
re-entered Lorrain, ſurprized the new duke and his 
conſort, and eſtabliſhed the Authority of France 
throughout. the whole duchy. The duke of Or- 
leans, diſmayed by the deſtruction of his brother- 

in-law and ally, contluded a treaty of recoricili- 
ation, quitted Bruſſels alone; and threw himſelf at 
the feet of Lewis. But though he conſented to 
live at Blois ſeparate from his conſort, he perſe- 


vered, with a degree of conſtancy unuſual in his 


conduct, to maintain the validity of his mar- 
While the cardinal counteracted with ſuccefs 
his domeſtic enemies, he was alarmed by the 
progreſs of the foreign foes of France, and the 
returning proſperity of the houſe of Auſtria. At 
Nordlingen the victories of Guſtavus were effaced 
by the total defeat of the Swedes; and the Im- 
perialifts beheld twenty thouſand of their ad- 
verſaries lifeleſs on the field. The pblicy of 
Richelieu revived. their fainting courage with 
liberal and conftant pecuniary fuppties 3 but at 
e be e arg ** immediate 

Ces -  - poffefion 


- 
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poſſeflion of Phili pſburgh. and Spires in Ger- 
many; and the ceſſion of Alſace on the frontiers 
of Lorrain, as oon as he declared war r 
Spain. 
Though long averſe to A bis country into 
an open conteſt with the houſe of Auſtria, the 
ſituation of his allies allowed Lewis no farther 
delay. The forces of the emperor” had already 
occupied Philipſburgh ; and the cardinal con- 
cluded a ſecret treaty with the united provinces of 
Holland. On the intelligence of this hoſtile ne- 
gociation, the court of Spain determined by ac- 
tivity and vigour to anticipate the defigns of her 


enemies; ſhe poured her forces into Treves, ſur- 


"prized. the capital, and ſeized the elector, who 
had acceded to the league with France. This 

bold and ſucceſsful enterpriſe was reſented by 
France by an open declaration of war. The 
mareſchals Chatillon and Breze were commanded 
to march to the ſupport of the prince of Orange, 
then in the neighbourhood of Maeſtricht; in their 
' progreſs they encountered and defeated with cruel 
ſlaughter the forces of Spain, commanded by 
prince Thomas of Savoy. Animated by -ſucceſs, 
and joined by the: prince of Orange, they forced 


- open the gates of Tillemont, and inveſted Lou- 


vain ; but the diſſenſions of the commanders com- 


* = to abandon this enterpriſe with diſ- 
| grace ; 
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grace; and an army which threatened to ſubvert 
the authority of Philip throughout Flanders, was 
_ waſted in vain uttenipty, « or r conſumed by fatigue. 
and diſeaſe. © 
It was not alone by arms that Richelieu en- 
deavobred to ſup pport the glory of his country. 
His arts detached from the court of Spain the 
dukes of Savoy: and Parma ; and mareſchal Cre- 
qui was inſtructed, in concert with thoſe princes, 
to aſſert the liberties of Italy. He was defeated 
on the banks of the Po, by the ſuperior forces of 
the Spaniards, and loudly impeached the envy and 
diſcontent of the duke of Gm as the ſource of 
his misfortune. | 
The king had beheld with impatience n not as 
his foreign conqueſts ſhaken, but even his here- 
ditary dominions inſulted ; the duke of Lorrain 
had eluded the vigilance of his guards, and eſcaped 
from confinement ; his appearance in that duchy 
revived the zeal of his ſubjects; ſeveral important 
places opened their gates to him ; but his career 
was checked by the unexpected preſence of Lewis 


haimſelf, who, at the head of a ſmall army, haſtilyß 


aſſembled, flew to maintain his former acquiſitions, 
retook Saint Mihel, and returned triumphant to 


Paris; while the duke of Rohan emulated in the = 


Valteline the glory of his ſovereign, and in two 
— and ſueceſſive engagements broke in that 
f x „ country 
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Av. a. F . 

che Emperor, but the Germans were 
compelled to raiſe the ſiege of Colmar by the car- 
dinal Valette; who, deſpiſing the tranquil duties 
of the church, in imitation of Richelieu, aſpired to 
military glory. The Spaniards an their hide pal 
ſeſſecl themſelves of St. John de Luz; but in 
Italy they vere defeated by the Kill and v our of 
wa bo Savoy ; yet this misfortune was ſoon 
ed, and Spain, after ravaging the territories 
of the duke of Parma, pow medicred # men im- 
| * pg enterpriſe. 

Jo ſupport the war in ſo many ifs quar- 
ters, France had tripped of troops the frontier of 
| Picardy, and expoſed it to the incurſions of her 

enemies. The Spaniſh- army, commanded by 
prince Thomas of Sayoy, and reinforced by the 
celebrated Picolomini, entered the  defencelels 
province, occupied Capelle and Catelet, paſſed 
the Somme in defiance of the French troops under 
the count of Soiffons, and in leſs than a week 
reduced the ſtrong town of Corbie. The Parif- 

ans liſtened with conſternation to the rapid and 
nh approach of their foes ; the capital 
had wind wy terror and 2 the ſove- 


| | Gran: 
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tude and magnanimity - worthy of his elevated 
_ fortunes. He threw himſelf on the confidence 
of the public; he diſmiſſed thoſe guards which 
dn path of the king had aſſigned him; 
and ever fruitful in expedients, called forth on 
emergency the reſources of the ſtate. The 
horſes and domeſtics of the wealthy, the perſonal 
ſervice of the poor, were demanded to encounter 
the impending danger. The ſcattered bands of 
France were ſoon ſwelled to an hoſt of fifty 
thouſand men. Richelieu would willingly have 
aſſumed the command himſelf, but the count of 
Soiſſons refuſed to ſerve under him; and the car- 
dinal entruſted the fate of France to that prince, 
and the duke of Orleans; whoſe jealouſy of each 
other he imagined would prevent chem from eom- 
bining in any en, Gangeraus to his au- 


.  thority. 


The diſcernment of the anlingt on this occa- : 
ſion deſerted him; the two generals ated with 
perfect unanimity, compelled the Spaniards to 
repaſs the Somme, and retook Corbie ; but at the 
| ſame time they concerted the deſtruction of 
Richelieu, and Amiens was fixed upon as the 
| ſcene of his aſſaſſination. At the moment when 
the conſpirators expected the ſignal from the duke 
A n. of that prince forſook 


him, 


30 HISTORY OF FRANCE. 
him, and he declared that his conſcience would not 


permit him to ſhed the blood of a cardinal, an arch - 
biſhop, and a prieſt. The miniſter was not apprized 


ol his danger till it was paſſed. The duke of Or- 
leans haſtily retired to Blois, and the count of Soiſ-. 


ſons ſought ſhelter in Sedan; but the cardinal was 
unwilling at this critical juncture to increaſe his 
own enemies, and thoſe of the public. He pre- 


vailed on Lewis to treat both the princes with le- | 


nity ; the duke of Orleans was ſoon reconciled, by 
| acknowledging the validity of his marriage; and 
the count of Soiſſons was permitted to oy" 5 
income of his eſtates in exile. 6. 
The enſuing campaign FAY ich 
events the moſt inauſpi pacious to France; 
the duke of Parma, befieged in Placentia, was 
compelled to renounce the alliance of that crown. 
The duke of. Rohan, neglected by cardinal Riche- 
lieu, who ſtill regarded him with jealouſy, after. 
exhauſting his private credit, was conſtrained to 
evacuate the Valteline. But theſe diſaſters were 
followed by a ſeries of. ſplendid ſucceſs; the 
count of Harcourt recovered in Provence the 
iſlands of St. Margaret and St. Honoret ; the duke 
of Valette reduced ſeveral forts which the.Spani- 
ards had ſeized in Guienne ; mareſchal Schom- 
berg raiſed the fiege of Lucat, and defeated Ser- 
_—_ * m general ; cardinal de la Valette 
: 5 * 


A. D. 1637 


again planted the ſtandard of France on the walls 
of Capelle; the mareſchal de Chatillon ſuccefs- 
fully inveſted Darmvilliers in Luxemburg; and 
the duke of Longueville extended his conqueſts 
in Franche-Compte. In Italy, the duke of Sa- 
voy, ſeconded by mareſchal Crequi, triumphed 
over the Spaniards led by the duke of Modena; 
| and in the Netherlands, the vigorous efforts of the 
prince of Orang eh the garriſon bf Breda 
to ſurrender. 1 
The flame of Wperghion was nou- _ 
riſhed amidft the devaſtations of war; N 
and Lewis, to propitiate the favour of heaven, 
ſolemnly ſubmitted his kingdom to the protec- 


| tion of the holy virgin. The duke of Weimar, 


who had been trained to arms in the ſchool of 
Guſtavus, and who -maintained an independent 
authority over an army of various natiens, was 


ſupplied from the treaſures of France: he was 


however ſurpriſed and routed in the fiege of 
Rheinfeld ; the duke of Rohan; who had accom - 
panied him from eſteem, here received his mor- 
tal wound, and cloſed a life of virtue and glory. 
But the duke of Weimar within a few days ef- 
_ faced his diſgrace by the total defeat of his ene- 
mies. Four imperial generals in chains attefted 
bt triumphs and __ towns of Rheinfeld, Fri- 
bourg, 
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bourg, and Briſac, acknowledged 1 the ne of 


the or. 
The death of the duke of "WR ek nooks 
than diminiſhed the influence of France ; 5 his wi- 
dow, the ſiſter of Lewis, was appointed 7 regent du- 
ring the minority of her infant ſon ; and Richelieu 
reſolved to retaliate on Spain the invaſion of Pi- 
cardy by the ſiege of Fontarabia. But the prince 
of Cond?, to whom that enterpriſe was confided, 
was defeated by the admiral of Caſtile, and wit 
the remnant of his army with difficulty eſcaped to 
his ſhips., This miſcarriage was balanced by a do- 
meſtic event of the higheſt importance. The 


queen was at length delivered of a ſon; whoſe 


birth, while it ſecured the peaceable ſucceſſion to 
the throne, contributed to check the turbulent le- 
vity of the duke of Orleans, and to eſtabliſh the 

wer of the cardinal. - | 
A.D 05 The duke of Weimer, while his vi- 

D. 1 39- 

gorous age and mature Judgement pro- 
mile him a long and ſplendid career of glory, 
expired after a ſhort illneſs ; Richelieu had in 


vain endeavoured to perſuade " to part with 


his new acquiſition of Briſac; and his death at 


this critical period was not without ſuſpicion of 


poiſon. By whatever means it was accompliſhed, 
the cardinal with his uſual dexterity availed him- 

ſelf of his deceaſe; 3 he procured from his ſucceſ- 
ſors 
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ſbre in command not only Bfilac, but Fribourg 
alſd; and he prevailed on his army to acknow- 
Irdge the authority of the duke of Longueville. 
In Piedmont; the brothers of tlie late duke of 
Savoy dif] pared, with his widow the ſucceſſion to 
this regency. as Supported by tlie marquis of Le- 
gane z they ſurprized Chivas; were received into 
raters, Montcalfier, and Goree; and affaultec 
Turin ſo 'faddenly, that the ducheſs had ſcarce | 
time to retire” into the citadel; from thence the 
retreated to Grenoble, where ſhe had a perſonal 
interview with her brother; Lewis lamented her 
misfortunes, 4 without affording her hopes of ſup⸗ 
port. The defeat of the marquis of Feuquieres 
by Picolomini increaſed the emharraffments of 
France; and though the count of Harcourt in 
Piedmont recovered Quiers, and eluded the ſape- 
rior forces of the marquis of Leganez and prince 
Thomas, his conduct and military (kill were rather 
honourable to himſelf, than of eſſential ſervice to 
the ducheſs of Savoy. == d, 0h 
In the Low Countries, a" marquis of Meil- 
leraie reduced Heſdin, and acquired the baton 
of mareſchal. But the continuance of the war 
had already oppreſſed the people with heavy im- 
poſts, and the peaſants of Normandy tumultu- 
ouſly aſſembled, and broke out in acts of open 


— The parliament of Rouen were ſuf] pended” | 
for 
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| for their neglect and lenity; and the chancellor 
Seguier, who was detached with ſix thouſand 
troops to puniſh the guilty, determined to avoid 
a ſimilar accuſation, and extinguiſhed the 1 8 
tion with the lives of the inſurgents. 

In Rouſillon, Salces, which had 8 : 
by . the prince. of Conde, was recovered by the 
Spaniards ;. but the count of Harcourt acquired 
freſh laurels in Piedmont. He relieved Caſal, 
beſieged by the marquis of Leganez; and retook 
Turin, though defended by prince Thomas of 
Savoy in perſon. At ſea, the French obtained a 
decifive victory over the fleet of Spain; and in 
the Netherlands the mareſchals Chaulnes, Cha- 
tillon, and Meilleraie, inveſted Arras. The car- 
dinal infant, brother to Philip the Fourth, who 
had advanced to the relief of it, was repulſed at 
the moment that he though himſelf ſecure of vic- 
tory; and the city, after a defence of hirey: five 


Fo days, was compelled to ſurrender. - 


A. D. 1640, But more deep and deadly wounds 
4. were inſſicted on Spain by the impru- 
dence of her own miniſters than by the enter- 
| Priſes of Richelieu. The Catalans, indignant at 
the open violation of their ancient privileges, 
erected. the ſtandard of revolt. And Portugal, 
_ dildaining any longer a | dependant . ſituation, 
hook off the yoke of f Philip, and rail ed to the 
throne 
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throne John duke of Braganza. To the ſupport | 
of the former, Lewis detached the mareſchal de 
la Mothe Houdancourt, who reduced the city of 
Conſtantin ; and with the latter he concluded a 
ſtrict and ſolemn alliance. Meanwhile in Ger- 
many the count of Guebriant, who had been edu- 
cated to war under the duke of Weimar, main- 
tained againſt the Imperialiſts the glory of the 
French name; and the viſcount Turenne, a pupil 
of the ſame ſchool, happily ſeconded in Piedmont 1 
the efforts of the count of Harcourt. 

The diſcontent and flight of the count of Soiſ- 
ſons have already been noticed; in his exile of 
Sedan he ſtill nouriſhed his enmity to the cardi- 
nal; and ſupported by the dukes of Bouillon and 
Guiſe, he determined openly to purſue the emo-. 
tions of his reſentment. Richelieu, ſenſible of | 
his deſigns, detached mareſchal Chatillon with 
ten thouſand men to inveſt Sedan, and reduce 
him to ſubmiſſion. But the count was reinforced 
by a Spaniſh army under general Lamboi, and 
encountered the royal forces in the battle of 
Marfee. The troops of the mareſchal were al- 
ready broken and diſperſed, when the fruits of | 
victory were raviſhed from the conſpirators by 
the death of the count himſelf, who periſhed by 
3 random ball., The circumſtances of his fate 


were dark and myſterious ; but the policy of the 
| 2 cardinal 
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cardinal prevailed on the king to configr to obli- 
vion the guilt of his aſſociates; and the duke of 
Bouillon was again admitted to rhe preſence of his 
ſovereign, and Aae to recaln'd the r 
of Sedan. e 
AS. „„ Ia the Nerherlands Aire was Gap. 
r643. türed by the mareſchal Meilleraie, 
ard recovered again by the Spaniards ; but it was 
in Roufillon, the poſfeffion of which- would ena- 
ble him effectually to ſuccour the Caralatis, that 
the cardinal was determined to make the molt 
vigorous efforts. Diſeaſe had long preyed u pon 
his finking frame, but his mind ſtill roſe ſuperior | 
to pain and laſſitude. His ardent ſpirit kindled 
the flame of martial ambition in Lewis; and 
though the declining health of the Monarch 
threatened” his ſpeedy diffolution, yet he liſtened 
with pleaſure to the manly counſels of his miniſ- 
ter, and prepared, with Richelieu, to accompany 
the army into Rouſillon; but at Narbonne the 
indiſpoſition of the cardinal increaſed to ſuch a 
dangerous height, as compelled him reluctantly 
to ſtop there, while the king, with the mareſ- 
chals Meilleraie and Schomberg, purſued his 
route, and encam ped under the hoſtile walls of 
Perpignan. | | 
0 D. 16 | While Lewis is pere Prell the | 
ſiege of chat city, and Richelieu lan- + 
7 135 | Sona 
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guides en be bes of Gekneſs a confederacy was 
formed, that promiſed to extiriguifh the power and 
ſhorten the fleeting moments of the latter. The 
| lively temper, agreeable addreſs, and elegant per- 
ſon, of Cinq Mars, the ſecond fon of mateſchal 
d Effet, ſeconded by the recommendations of the 
cardinal, had rendered him peculiarly acceptable | 
to the king; but the favourite, haughty and in- 
 traftable, regartled with averſion the ſuperior aſdem- 
daney of the miniſter ; Richelleu - had repreſſed 
his ambition that aſpired to the dueal honours of 
France ; and the gratitude of Cinq Mars, for paſt 
favours, ata the refuſal of new 
dignities. Weak himſelf, and incapable of great 
deſigns, he liſtened to the ſuggeſtions of M. de 
Thou, the ſon of the celebrated hiftorian ; by the 


with the dukes of Orleans and Bovillon; and'ſooh 
after, in eonjunctien with thoſe princes, formed 4 
ſecret alliance with the court of Spain. The duke 
of Bouillon was to have the command of the army, 
and engaged, in caſe of danger, to receive te 
duke of Orleans into Sedan; while Philip the 
Fourth promiſed to furniſſi the conſpirators wih 
ample ſupplies of money _ a formidable ee! of | 
But theſe intrigues, however See) once ted, | 
could flot efcape che Jealous vigilance of che 
ä Dd e 3 ONE: | 


\ 


advice of that gentleman; be connected himſelf = 
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ww quidingl: On the firſt intimation, he preſſed Lewis 
do quit the walls of Perpignan, and to repair to 
Narbonne. The defeat of the mareſchal Gram- 
mont, on the banks of the Scheld, diſpoſed the 
monarch to liſten to the ſolicitations of his miniſter, 
in whoſe abilities he alone could confide to retrieve 
the diſaſter; the cardinal, in this interview, is ſup- 
poſed bitterly to have reproached his ſovereign ; | 
and Lewis acknowledged that Cinq Mars. had fre- 
quently urged, him to the. deſtruction of Riche- 
lieu. By the advice of that ſtateſman;. the king 
proceeded to his capital, after inveſting-the cardi- 
nal with diſcretionary powers for the deſtruction of 
his enemies. The duke of Orleans made an am- 


ple confeſſion; but though he refuſed publicly to 


bear evidence againſt his confederates, his life, as 
brother to the king, was reſpected; the duke of 
Bouillon purchaſed his pardon by the ceſſion of bis 
principality of Sedan; but Cingq Mars and de 
Thou were condemned to atone for their preſi ump- 
tion on the ſcaffold ;-the morning. of their execu- 
tion brought intelligence of the ſurrender of Per- 


pignan; and Richelieu appriſed che King of both 


events by a ſingle and expreſſive line. Your - 
troops are in e and your enemies in 

6 .« the grave.“ 
Mary of Medicis : at Colony: cloſed a . em- 
binered by the diſcord of her ie * her own 
erile; 1 
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a the filial affectien which Lewis, had: denied 
'to her while living, was revived on the news of her 
death; but the attention of France was engroſſed 
by the approaching diſſolution of him whoſe dar- 
ing counſels had driven her into baniſhment, and 
| whoſe implacable vengeance had ſhed, by the 
hands of the executioner, the nobleſt blood of 
France. The glories and life of Richelieu now 
drew near their end; after the reduction of Per- 
| pignan, -exhauſted i in body, but ſtill vigorous in 
mind, he had approached the capital by flow and 
triumphant journies; his laſt moments atteſted his 
aſcendancy over his ſovereign, and were ſtill terri- 
ble to his enemies. On his death bed he proteſted 
to Lewis, that his counſels had ever been directed 
to the honour of the crown and the welfare of the 
kingdom; and he terminated his ſplendid career 
with a fortitude and ſerenity that, aſtoniſhed' thoſe 
who had beheld the a effects of his * 
niſtration. 
Three mighty nd faccefvhul 8 immor- 
W the period of his government. He humbled 
the turbulent ſpirits of the great; he ſubdued the 
ſtubborn zeal of the Hugonots ; and he curbed 
the encroaching power of the houſe of Auſtria. 
Undaunted and implacable, prudent and active, no 
eombinations of the powerful nobles could with- | 
ſtand. his vengeance, no intrigues could elude his 
| D 4. 5 7 


pPline and order, and 
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penetration; while hs exalted the irene; lis bas 
_ trolled a ſovereign impaticnt of rule and jealous of 
his authority; and while he extinguiſhed the liber- | 
ties of the people, he eſtabliſhed among ther difci- 
opened to them the N to 
| Ag — renown. 8 
From the death of Richelitu, Loris 
. 0. afpired to hold the reins of government 
himſelf. Mazarin, for whom the late minifter 
had obtained a cardinal's hat, and to whom he had 
lately imparted his confiderice, was, indeed, intro- 
. duced into the council; but the ſervants of the 
crown were retained in e former departments, 


and the only change that appeared, was recalling 


from daniſhment, and releaſing from confitement, 
_ the moſt illuſtrious. objects of the cardinal's jealouſy | 
or reſentment. The war was ſtill profecuted with 


' Qiligerice and vigour, and the ſpirit of Richelieu 


ſcemed ſtill ro impel the machine which his genius 
bad firſt ſet in motion. In Germany, the count 
of Guebriant, and the Swediſh general Tortenſon, 
_ triumphed over the Imperialifts ; in Piedmont, 
- Eorrain, Roufillon, and Catalonia, the mareſchals 


 Sehomberg, Meilteraie, PHopital, and Houdan- 


court, in ſueceſſive victories, ſuſtained 2 glory, 
and increafed the dominion of France. 
—_— furl al lu arms could not check the 


nero or FRANCE. =o 


the inevicable moment was rapidly approaching, 


ther. A lo fever inceflintly hung upon him; 
and his body exhibited the ſymptoms of gradual 


but certain decay. The tender years of his ſons | 


expoſed the kingdom once more to thoſe diſſen- 
fnons which had lately been ſo happily extin- 
guiſhed; and anxious for the welfare of his chil- 


dren and people, he diligentiy revolved in what 
bands to place the reins of government. Anne of 


| Auſtria, the partner of his bed, had never partook 
of his confidence ; and his brother, the duke of 
Orleans, had forfeited his eſteem by his levity, and 
incurred his enmity by bis ſeditious intrigues. 


At length he publiſhed to the world the plan that 
ba had ſecretly meditated ; and endeavoured, by 


diſtributing into different hands the power that he 
bequeathed, to counterbalance the aſpiring hopes 


of each, and to ſecure the tranquil minority of the 
dauphin. The queen, indeed, was appointed ſole 


regent, with the care of her children; but the 
duke of Orleans was declared head of the council, 
and [lieutenant general throughout the kingdom. 
In caſe of his death this truſt was firſt to be de- 
volved on the prince of Conde, and afterwards on 
the cardinal Mazarin. Buthillier, fuperintendant 
of the finances, and his ſon Chavigni, were nomi- 
nated to the council, in which all affairs were to 
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406 HISTORY or FRANCE. 
be decided by a majority of voices. * he queen 
and the duke of Orleans ſwore ſolemnly to pre- 
ſerve inviolate the deed which they had ſubſcribed; 
and Lewis, to render it ſtill more authentic, com- 
manded it to be regiſtered in parliament. 
He now prepared to meet, with firm compo- 
tvs. the laſl ſcene of human greatneſs; when his 
Phyſician, at his earneſt deſire, numbered the fleet- 
ing minutes that remained, and pronounced that 
his life could not exceed two or three hours, be re- 
ceived the intelligence with avowed ſatisfaction, 
and looking fervently up to heaven, - added, 
Well! my God, I conſent with all my heart!“ 
The prediction was verified by. the event ; and he 
expired ſoon after, in the forty-ſecond year of his 
age, and on the very day that he had completed 
the chirty· third of his reign. In eſtimating 
his character, on ſeveral occaſions his perſonal 
courage ſhone forth with -fuperior luſtre; but 
though jealous of, his authority, he reluctantly 
yielded to the aſcendancy of Richelieu; abd the 
epithet of Juſt; which he attained; was frequently | 
bare 155 his ee er be 25 his 
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| 1 
er will of Lewis te Thirteenth, | 
D. 0. 


during his life had been continually op- 
poſed, and after his death! It was openly violated ; 
his reſolution of eſtabliſhing g a council of regency 
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THE KING or FRANCE—DEATH AND CHARAC», 


was inſtantly rejected; and his widow, Anne of 
Auftria, by an arret of the parliament. of Paris, | 

was inveſted with unlimited powers; ſhe ſoon re- 

| 1 9 85 herſelf to the influence of cardinal Mazarin, 


* Yb 
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à native of the little town of Piſcina, in the | 
Abruzzo; his political knowledge and addreſs 
had introduced him to the confidence of Riche- 
lieu ; and he now acquired that- aſcendancy over 
the mind of his royal miſtreſs, a3 Richelicu had 
maintained over her deceaſed conlart. | 
Lewis the Fourteenth, the juſtre of whoſe reign 
afterwards attached to his name the envied ap- 
pellation of Grrat, had not yet completed his fifth 
year, and the kingdom was {ft involved in a bloody 
and extenſive war with the houſe of Auſtria; bur 
the ficumion of Europe was favourable to the de- 


fins of France, The kingdom of Portugal had 


haken off the Spaniſh yoke; and eſtabliſhed the 


duke of Braganza, as John the Fourth, on the 
| throne} che Catalans feilt dilplayed the banner of 


revolt; the united provindes had been cherihed 


and protected by Henry the Fourth and Lewis 
the Thirteenth ; che ſeeptre of Sweden was in the 
bands of Chriſtina, the celebrated, hut Eccentric 
daughter of the great. Guſlayus, and her generals >" 
fill maintained in war the glory of their country ; 
while, in England, Charles the Firſt, inheriting 
. from his father his fatal and loſty ideas of royal . 
5 prerogative, had already kindled che flame of civil =; 
Var throughout that iſland... EY 
5 Lewis of Bourbon, duke of Enguicn, fa to the 

* pringe of Cords, had been appointed to the __— 
2-6 man 


1 d 3 
— 4 


nisxrokx or FRANCE. 49 


mand of the French forces on the frontiers of Flan- 
ders, previous to the death of Lewis the Thirteenth; 

on intelligence of that event, he determined to at- 
tack the army of Spain, engaged in the fiege of 
Rocroi ; ; the remonſtrances of mareſchal de I'Ho- 


pital were overborne by his ,ardour ; and in the 


execution of his deſign, the fire of youth was 
united with Kill and Judgement, ſcarce to be 
found in age. The Spaniſh infantry, till then 


deemed invincible, was broken by his impetuous 
charge; the count of Fuentes, who commanded | 


it, periſhed on the field; nine thouſand flaughtered 


enemies, and twenty pieces of cannon, atteſted the 


deciſive victory of France, and uſhered in the 
dawning glory of her general. | 


Thionville, on the banks of kh 3 A. 5. IR 
Moſelle, had excited the deſires, and „ 3 
awed the aſpiring genius of Richelieu; it now | 


| yielded to the arms of the duke of Enguien ; 
ho rapidly traverſed the Rhine, and advanced to 


ene the death of the count of Guebriant, who 


bad gloriopſly fallen in the ſucceſsful ſiege of 
Rotwil. The Imperialiſts had availed themſelyes 
of the fate of that general, and the. diſſenſions of 
his ſucceffors in command, by the total defeat of 
che French near Tudelingen; but this diſgrace was 
effaced by the valour and {kill of the duke of 


Eaguicn, who attacked and forced the imperial 
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4¹⁰ HISTORY OF FRANCE. 
army under the walls of Fribourg ; 5 General Merci, 
though vanquiſhed; ftill maintained his reputation, 
and, by his retreat, extorted the admiration of his 
. adverſary; who ſwept with his victorious troops 
- Philipſburgh and Mentz, Worms and Oppen- FL 
heim, wirh che forts along the courſe! of the 
Rhine. . 1233 | oy | 940 8 225 EY | | - 
© % D. FFAs © + anders, ihe ke bf Ge re- 
26. duced Gravelines, Mardyke, and Cou- 
traĩ; but the mareſchal de la Mothe Houdancourt 
was defeated i in Catalonia ; and the viQory of Tor- 
tenſon, the Swediſh general,” over the Imperialifts 
at Tabor, was more than balanced by the ſurpriſe | 
of mareſchal Turenne at Mariendal : this diſgrace, | 
the greateſt that ever befel that celebrated com- 
mander, ſummoned once more the duke of En- 
guien to the frontiers of Germany. The laurels 
which Merci had fo larely acquired, were torn from 
his brow in the plains of N ordlingen ; but the in- 
dignant hero ſcorned to ſervive defeat, and he ob- 
tained" a glorious death, which even the victor | 
could not but envy; three thouſand Imperialiſts 
petiſhed on the field with their general; two thou- 
fand acknowledged, in captivity, the ſuperior for- 
rune of the duke of Enguien; ; who, after addi ing 
Dunkirk to the dominions. of France, returned to 
the capital to reſtore his health ſhaken by fatigues, 
and to meditate” new ttiumphs. e 4 


But 
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| Bay: a ſplendid career of glory, in- 
ſtead of exciting the gratitude, | had 
awakened the jealouſy of the court; and, by the 
_ envy: of Mazarin, he was detached into Catalonia 
with a feeble and ill · provided army. The death 
of bis father had devolved on him the title of · 
prince of Conde, and the admiration of the pub- 
lic annexed to it the epithet of Great; but his 
lender force allowed him not on that theatre to 
rival his former ackions; and he was compelled 
to retire from the walls of Lerida, which had been 
ſucceſſively and ineffectually aſſaulted by the mar- 
eſchal de la Mothe CHE Ip * hag count 90 
Graminont: 125 

Naples ns 4 he . abr au- A. D. 164% 
phagity of Spain, and was long defend- 1643. 
ed by the duke of Guiſe, the laſt prince of that 
branch of Lorrain, and who was inferior to his an- 
ceſtors in fortune alone. In Germany the mareſ- 
chal Turenne, in conj junctidn with the Swedes, 
defeated the imperial generals Melander and 
Montecuculli; his ſucceſs influenced Spain to ac - 
knowledge the united provinces as free and inde- 
pendant ſtates; and by a ſecond treaty ſubſeribed 
at Munſter, the emperor, alarmed at the progreſs 
of the Swedes, who had inſulted and: plundered 
part of Prague, conſented to purchaſe peace by 
ceding to France the biſhoprics of Metz, Toul, 


A. D. 167, * 


Py 
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and Verdun, with his pretenſions to Need ri. ; 
ſac, and Alface; he permitted that crown alſo to 
_ remain a garriſon in Philipſburg, and Ty, | 
conceſbons Kill more liberal and important. 

D, 6 . Philip the Fourth, r bn i wick 
A 5. 1045. the Dutch, had deprived France of an 
important ally, and had delivered himſelf from a 
ſtubborn and perſerering enemy. He now re- 
neved, with increaſe of vigour, his operations in 
Flanders, where the prince of Conds had reſumed 

the cmmand. That general inveſted and reduced 

Ypres;/and the archduke Leopld, 10 balance this 
acquiſition, affaulted and carried Coutrai, pol- 
ſeſſed himſelf of Furnes, and laid fiege to Lens; 
to the relief of that place the prince of Condè ad- 
vanced, and had the mottificntion of beholding it 
furrendered in his view. But this tranfient diſ- 
grace was effaced: by a victory the maſt ſplen- 
didi and decive; My friends, remember Ro- 
4 eroi, Fribourg, and Nordlingen,” was his ſhort 
but ' animating addreſs ; and the ſuperior num- 


| bers of the Spaniards were broken by the charge 


ein y=_ yum en enen avg 
| chrer pcs becawe prior, and the arch: 
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But while France ariumphed. in ker own fur- 
ceſſes and thoſe of her allies, the moment ap- 


proached, doomed to ſhake ber power and glory 
to the foundation by the rage of contending fac- 


tions. Though Mazarin had affucted modera- 
tion in his conduct, and baniſhed that pomp in 
which Richelieo had involved himſelf, yet his 


adtminiſtration was far from acceptable to the 
public. As a foreigner, they regarded him with- 


jealouſy ; and the taxes chat the profuſion or the 
neceſſities of the government compelled him to 
impoſe, converted that paſſion into hatred. The 


parliament of Paris refuſed to regiſter the edicts 


| for the new impoſts; and the court, to inforce 


its authority, arreſted Blancmenil, the preſident, 


4 and the counſellor Brouſſel. This violent ſtep 


was the ſignal of inſtant ſedition. The barricadors 
of the league were immediately revived; all Paris 
was in arms; and the ſaftty of the queen was only 


3 


to be ſecured by the releaſe of the priſoners. 
But the regent and her miniſter | 


nouriſhed i in their boſoms a lively re- 1 hs 1643, 


fenrment of the inſult; from the caprice and fury 


of a ſeditious multitude, they eſcaped with the 


infant king to the royal reſidence of Saint Ger- 
mains; they were accompanied by the duke of 


Orleans; and the queen foon ſummoned: to her 


defence the victor of Rocroi, Fribourg, Nord- 
| ; | lingen, 


2 
* 


— 
i 
; 
* 
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ngen, and Lens. The adverſe faction, ac. 
ſumed the name of the Fronde, and maintained | 


poſſeſſion. of the capital, were inſpired by the ge- 


nius and intriguing ſpirit of the coadjutor, after 


wards the cardinal of Retz, who; with- the habit of 


2 prieſt, diſplayed a diſpoſition ſuited to camps and 
courts ; and licentious in his manners and profli- 


gate in his morals, acquired an aſcendancy over 
the minds of the people, without condeſcending to 

throw a veil over his views. or employing 125 13 
| * pretext of religion. 


Ardent in the cauſe they Fn eſpouſed, 4 par- 


Feen ſoon eſtabliſhed a revenue for the ſupport 
of the war; and the citizens with pleaſure, de- 
luded by the name of freedom, ſubmitted. to 
taxes far more burthenſome than thoſe that had 
excited their clamours; the prince of Conti, en- 
vious of the fame of his brother the prince of 
Conde, with the dukes of Longueville, Bouillon, 


and Beaufort, devoted theinfelves to the ſervice 
of the parliament. 'Troox were levied with dili- 


_ gence; and the coadjutor himſelf- raiſed a regi- 
ment, which from bis titular archbiſhopric was 
called the regiment of Corinth; the zeal of the 
Pariſians laviſhly ſupplied them with money, the 
. finews of war; while the royaliſts experienced the 
. ſevereſt diſtreſs, and the queen was reduced to 
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W the jewels of the crown to alleviate the. ne- 
ceſfities of- her cot. 


Baut that court was till formidable from che re- 
a and abilities of the prince of Conde ; with | 
an army of ſcarce eight thouſand ſoldiers, he 
blocked up a city that contained five hundred 


thouſand citizens; and though the mareſchal 


Turenne was allured by the charms of the ducheſs 


of Longueville to embrace the oppolite party, 
yet his military talents but little availed him, 
when only ſeconded by an undiſci plined rabble. 
At length the leaders on each fide obtained the 
particular objects of their avarice or ambition; 
the public good v as buried in ſtudied ſilence; 
the ſtorm for a moment was huſhed; and the 
court returned to the deſerted capital. IN 
The tempeſt of civil diſcord which had been 
1 in France, afflicted England with uncommon 
violence; that iſland preſented a new and ſolemn 
ſpeAacle ; a ſovereign was arraigned before the 


- tribunal of his ſubjects; and the unhappy Charles 


was condemned to atone with his life for, the vio- 
lation of the laws of his country. He expired on 
a ſcaffold ; his children were driven into exile : 
and a ſucceſsful uſurper, erecting himſelf on the 

. ruins of the conſtitution under the title of pro- 
tector, ruled England with abſolute ſway... F 
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4. D 63. But in France, the enthuſiaftic Same 


2331. of freedom, which had" glowed in the 
 boſoms of the Englith, was fill unknown; that 


people indeed again reſumed their arms, and 


farmed. their fwords againſt each other ; but the 
.chiefs not unfrequently' ranged themſelves under 
| the banner of ſome celebrated beauty; and the 

prince of Conde, and the coadjutor de Retz, as 
caprice or intereſt dictated, perſecuted or ſup- 
ported the eardinal Mazarin. The court alter- 
nately abdicated or occupied the capital; and 


wee prinees of Conde and Conti, with the duke 


of Longueville, were at length che victims of 
their adverſaries artifices; they were ſuddenly 
arreſted, and conveyed to the caſtle of Vincennes; 
the giddy populace, who had regarded their fate 
with indifference, in leſs than a year vented their 
| diſcontent in loud and opprobrious clamours; = 
and Mazarin, who had cauſed their impriſon - 
ment, was reduced to releaſe them in perſon, and 
to ſeek ſhelter himſelf in ES N 
rage of the multitude. RS 

| theſe convulſions * fate 3 
the Fourteenth had attained the age fixed for his 
aſſuming the reins of government, and his ma- 
jority was ſolemnly declared in parliament; but 
be was ſtill influenced by the counſels of his mo- 


A : _ ther, and n to inherit her fond partiality for 


Mazarin. 
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Mazarin. The prince of Conde, ſenſible of the 


| implacable reſentment of the queen, ,quitted Paris 
to arm in his ſupport the proyinces of Guienne, 


Poitou, and Anjou; ; and to ally himſelf with the 
| on whoſe defeat he had founded 


nartial lor 3 while the cardinal, at the head 
levied at his own expence and devoted 


to his ſervice, reſumed his former ſtation, and me- — 


naced the deſtruction of his enemies. 


The parliament ſtill regarded that miniſter wich 


peculiar deteitation, and even publicly fixed a 


price on his head; but with an inconſiſteney 


which characteriſed their proceedings, they alſo 
declared the prince of Conde an enemy to 
the ſtate. While they exhorted the forces that 
the duke of Orleans had raiſed to march againſt 
the former, they ſtrictly prohibited any part of 
the public revenue from being diverted to their 
ſuhſiſtence; their reſolutions had at length fallen 

into contempt, and the rival factions diſdaining 
their mediation, prepared to terminate their dif- 


ferences by the ſword. Cond, in league with” "the 
- Spaniards, appeared in the field againſt the king 5 


and the mareſchal Turenne, who had returned to 
his allegiance, avowed himſelf the champion of the 
Near the banks of the Loire the hoſtile armies 
VOL. 11. Ws regarded 
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regarded with a jealous eye each other” s motions; 
when the prince, who had traverſed in diſguiſe, 
and through the poſts of his adverſaries, the ex- 
tent of country from Agen to the foreſt of 
Orleans, joined his forces, and immediately pre- 
pared to improve the confidence and boldneſs 
with which his preſence had inſpired them. He 
attacked that diviſion of the royal army which 
Was poſted at Bleneau, under the command of 
the mareſchal d'Hocquincourt, and in a moment 
their ranks were broken by his impetuous charge. 
The panic in an inſtant communicated itſelf from 
the camp to the court; and the miniſter propoſed | 
to ſave the King by flight, and to convey him pri- 
vately to Bourges. But this diſgraceful expedi- 
ent was averted by the {kill. and conſtancy of the 
mareſchal Turenne. With the remnant” of his 
army he availed himſelf of every favourable ine- 
quality of ground, reſtored the ſinking ſpirits of 
the great, and confirmed in their allegiance the 
b wavering multitude; Paris indeed received the 
victor with loud acclamations ; but his popu- 
larity was tranſient; the coadjutor, now become 
cardinal of Retz, no longer the idol of the peo- 
ple, governed with abſolute ſway the mind of the 
duke of Orleans, and ſtimulated that Prince to 
offer himſelf to the citizens as the competitor of 


Conde. The commanding genius that diftin- 
| * | 
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guiſhed the latter in the field, : could. ill ſtoop to 
the cabals of a faction; the duke of Lorrain, who 
had promiſed to join his arms, was bribed to de- 


ſert his cauſe by Mazarin; his troops were already 


enervated by the pleaſures of the capital; and with 


ſecret ſatisfaction he liſtened to the approach of 


Turenne, -whoſe appearance again ſummoned him 


to. the proper theatre of his glory. . 
In the ſuburbs of Saint Antoine the martial 


train of the prince was encompaſſed and op- 
preſſed by the ſuperior numbers of the royaliſts. 


From a neighbouring eminence the king beheld 
the unequal conflict in which the blood of his 
nobleſt ſubjects was ſhed; but the citizens of 
Paris affected to maintain a perfect neutrality, and 


ſhut their gates againſt each party; the duke of 
Orleans, with the cardinal de Retz, ſecluded 


- himſelf in his palace of Luxemburgh; when at 
length mademoiſelle, the daughter of that prince, 
taking the part of Condè, whom her father dared 


not aſſiſt, ordered the gates to be opened for 


the wounded, and had the boldneſs to fire the 
cannon of the Baſtile upon the king's troops. » The 


: royal army retired ; but mademoiſelle ruined her- 
ſelf for-ever with the king her couſin, by this 


imprudent violence; and cardinal Mazarin, who 
knew the great defire ſhe had to eſpouſe a crowned 
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besd, obſerved upon this occaſion that, cc thoſe 
“ cannon had killed her huſband.” — 
Soon after this action the prince 
of Conde retired. from a, capital 
diſguſted by his violence and haughty demeanor, | 
The parliament declared the duke 'of Orleans 
Heutenant general of the kingdom, and» ſtill 
breathed the ſame ſpirit of animoſity towards 
Mazarin. The court, weary of their inceflant 
Jabours, conſented in appearance to give up that 
miniſter ; he was commanded to retire to Bouil- 
lon; . and no ſooner was the intelligence of his 
exile conveyed to Paris, than the citizens of their 


A. D. 1652. 


own" accord ſent deputies to invite the king to 


return to that city; he entered it amidſt the ac- 
clamations of the inhabitants, and by the ſudden 
turn of popular favour beheld himſelf firmly 

| ſeated on his throne, The firſt exerciſe of his 
authority was to baniſh the duke of Orleans to 
Blois, who there cloſed the remnant of an in- 
_ glorious life. The cardinal de Retz was alſo ar- 
reſted, and conveyed from priſon to priſon : 
while the prince of Conde, preſſed by the mareſ- 
chal Turenne, abandoned in France by almoſt 
all his partizans, and feebly ſupported by the 
Spaniards, waged an unſucceſsful | war on the 


frontiers of —— . 
N The 


— 
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| The calm which the kingdom en- | 
joyed, had been the reſult of the bs, 
baniſhment of Mazarin. Yet ſcarcely was he 


expelled by the general voice of the French na- 


tion, and by the royal declaration, than he was 
_ recalled by the king; and to his infinite ſur- 
priſe entered Paris once more in full power, and 
without the leaſt diſturbance. The king re- 
ceived him as a father, and the people as a maſ- 
ter; but the cardinal, amidſt the ſatisfaction of 
this change, could not repreſs his contempt of 
the national levity. The parliament, who had 
before ſat a price upon his head as a public rob- 
ber, now ſent deputies to compliment him ; and 
ſoon after paſſed ſentence of death for contumacy 
on the prince of Conde, whom ſo lately they had 
honoured as their ally, and even declared N 
of their forces. 

The miniſter applied himſelf vith vigour to ex- 
tinguiſh the ſparks of revolt. In Burgundy, Bel- 
legarde was defended for the prince of Conde, by 
the count of Bouteville, afterwards ſo celebrated 

as mareſchal Luxemburgh. It was attacked with 
rival ardour by the duke d' Epernon, at the head 
of a royal army; yet the governor conſented not 
to ſurrender till a practicable breach was made, 
and then obtained honourable conditions. Brou- 
age and Oleron were purchaſed from the count of 
E e 3 Oignon; 


„ 
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EI of Conde. | 


Oignon ; the prince of Conti, and the ducheſs of 
; Longueville capitulated in Bourdeaux ; and; the 
garriſon under the command of the count of Mar- 
ſin was permitted to march out to join the prince 0 


A. 8 That prince, in gation with the 

* archduke on the ſide of the Nether- 
lands, laid ſiege to Arras; ; but mareſchal Turenne, 
after poſſeſſing himſelf of Stenai, advanced to the 


relief of the former town, and forced the lines of 
the beſiegers; the Spaniards were routed with bloody 
laughter; but the prince of Condè ſtill main- 
tained the honour of his name amidſt defeat. 
N With two regiments alone he protected the fugi- 


tives, and repulſed mareſchal d' Hocquincourt; 


the king of Spain acknowledged his ſervices in a 
ſhort and expreſſive letter; I have heard that all 


ce was loſt, and that you ſaved all.” ; 

The power of the miniſter each day increaſed ; 
the prince of Conti Tought his alliance, and ob- 
tained the hand of his niece; and the cabals of 
the parliament were broken by the reſolution of 


T Lewis. England, whom moſt he dreaded, was 
ruled by Cromwell, under the title of protector; 


and who, after humbling the pride of Holland, 


meditated to deſpoil Spain of her tranſmarine poſ- 


ſeſſions: while in Sweden, the celebrated queen 
Chriſtina Re her throne to her couſin Charles 
. f Guſtavus, 


nd 


4 
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Guſtayus, and ſought i in the ſhade of private life, 
that happineſs which her turbulent and reſtleſs diſ- 
poſition would never permit her to enjoy. 
Landreci and Queſnoi were reduced 
by the mareſchal Turenne, and a road 
was opened by theſe acquiſitions into the Spaniſh 
Netherlands. The king in perſon beheld the ſuc- 
ceſsful ſiege of Saint Guillain ; and the Spaniards - 
were compelled by the marquis of Merinville to 
retire from the walls of Solſonna. Their fleet was 
| Hefeated before Barcelona, by that of France, 
' commanded by the duke of Vendoſme. But even 
theſe ſuccefles afforded not that ſatisfaction to Ma- 
zarin, as the treaty he ſoon after concluded with 
the protector of England. 
That great and 3 uſurper w was equally 
ha and dreaded by all Europe; yet his poli- 
tical judgement has been impeached by poſterity, 
when he preferred. the alliance of France to that 
of Spain. But Lewis purchaſed the friendſhip of * 
bis new ally by a conceſſion the moſt ignomini- 
ous, which the magnanimity of his maturer years 
would have diſdained, and which muſt ſolely be 
imputed to the more ſubtle, but leſs honourable, 
policy of his Italian miniſter. Charles the Second, 


A. P. 1655. 


and his brother the duke of Vork, both ſons to the | bs 


late king of England, who had expired on the 
ſcaffold, and conſequently the grandſons of Henry 
E the 
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the Fourth of France, were compelled, at the im · 
perious voice of Cromwell, to quit that kingdom, 
and to ſeek an aſylum in the dominions of Spain. 
1 But if the honour of France ſuf. 

. . 930. fered ſome diminution in thus with- 
drawing her protection from the unfortunate, 
the advantage to her arms was brilliant and 


important. Mareſchal Turenne, with the mare- 


ſchal de la Forte, had inveſted Valenciennes, and 
experienced the fame reverſe of fortune as had 
befallen Conde before Arras. That prince, ſe- 


conded by don John of Avſtria, forced the mare- 


ſchal de 1a Forte's lines, took him priſoner, and 
relieved Valenciennes. Turenne performed what 
Conde had done before on a fimilar defeat; he 
ſaved the routed army, made head every where 
againſt the victors, and in leſs than a month af- 
terwards laid hege t to and cartied the town of la 
Capelle. 

But the treaty with England aff ured 
AD. 1657. Tureane of 2 decided ſuperiority ; 
Cromwell engaged to ſend fix thouſand infantry 
into Flanders, on condition that the French ſhould 
attempt the reduction of Mardyke, Gravelines, 
or Dunkirk, all of which had been recovered by 
Spain during the late civil commotians, and de- 


hyer | into his hands which ever "place was ſooneſt 
| taken; 1 
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taken; while the mareſchal awaited the arrival 
of this reinforcement, he endeavoured by ſurpriſe 

to make himſelf maſter of Cambrai; he had 
ſcarce encompaſſed the walls, when the prince 
of Conde, at the head of two thouſand horſe, 
penetrated through the army of the beſiegers, 
and having routed every thing that attempted 
to ſtop him, threw himſelf into the town. The 
mareſchal no longer perſiſted in the hopeleſs en- 
terpriſe, but directed his march toward St. Quin- 
tin to meet the Engliſh auxiliaries; . ſtrength- 
ened by this reinforcement, he ſucceſſively re- 
duced Montmedi and St. Venant, raiſed the ſiege 
of Ardres, and concluded the campaign with the 
taking of Mardyke, which, according to the late 
treaty, was delivered into the hands of Crom- 
well. | $55 
Early in the ſpring the armies re- 
ſumed their hoſtile operations, which ; 
had been ſuſpended by the inclemency of the 
winter. The remonſtrances of Cromwell com- 
manded the acquieſcence of Mazarin; and Tu- 
renne was ordered to inveſt the town of Dunkirk. 
Ihe port was already blocked up by an Engliſh 
ſquadron, and ſix thouſand of the infantry of that 
nation joined the French camp. The prince of 
Condè and Don John of Auſtria aſſembled all 
their forces, and preſented chemſelves before the 


city, 


A. D. 1668. 
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city, to raiſe the fiege. Turenne quirted his lines 
to encounter the enemy; and the prince of Conde, 
who was not allowed the diſpoſition of that day, 
turned to the Engliſh duke of Glouceſter, who 
had accompanied him, and aſked him, if he had 
ever ſeen a battle loſt ; the reply was in the nega- 
" is © then,” ſaid the prince, you will ſee 
one now.” The event juſtified his diſcern- 
ment. The F rench and Engliſh charged with 
rival valour ; the Spaniards were broken on every 
ſide; and the prince of Conde, who had diſplayed 
in the battle the moſt heroic courage, preſerved 
the ſame undaunted countenance in defeat; the 
troops under his immediate command were ſtill 
formidable, and effected their retreat in tolerable 
order; but the reſt of the Spaniſh army was chaced 
to the gates of Furnes, and above nine thouſand 
of the veteran ſoldiers of Spain are . to 
have fallen in the action and purſuit. 
Dunkirk, though now deſtitute of the moſt diſ- 
tant hope of fuccour, ſtill rejected the ſummons 
of Turenne, and ſurrendered not till ten days 
after the battle; the garriſon marched out with 
all the honours of war, and Lewis entered in' tri- 
umph the proſtrate city; but he was ſoon com- 
pelled to deliver it up to Lockhart, Cromwell's 
ambafiador ; and the reluctance of Mazarin was 
1 1 


HISTORY OF FRANCE. 427 
vanquiſhed by the reſolution and menaces of the 
Protector of England. 

This was the laſt and moſt important acquiſi- 
tion of that great and ſucceſsful uſurper ; who, 
without any eminent qualities of body, or ſhininz 
talents of mind, without fortune or illuſtrious 
birth, ſubverted one of the moſt ancient and beſt 
eſtabliſhed monarchies in the world ; brought to 
trial and executed his ſovereign ; ; compelled the 
royal family to ſeek their ſafety in exile ;* and re- 
duced to ſubjection three powerful and. diſcon- 
tented nations. In the laſt moments the illuſions 
of fanaticiſm, which had been ſo conſpicuous 
in his infant grandeur, ſtill prevailed; and he 
rejected the fatal predictions of his phyſicians, 
while his chaplains buoyed up his hopes with the 

aſſurances of a longer exiſtence. His dying 
breath bequeathed his power to his eldeſt ſon, 
Richard, who immediately aſſumed the title of 
Protector, and was acknou led 180d * the court of 
France. 

Mareſchal Turenne, on the ſurrender of Dun- 
kirk, turned his arms againſt Furnes and Dix- 
mude ; theſe ſoon yielded to his victorious aſ- 
faults; - the Spaniſh forces, divided in garriſon 
towns, would probably have been ſwept away by 
the torrent of his fortune, had not his career been 
checked by the indiſpoſition of his ſovereign ; but 

; no 
* 


— 
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no PROPS was the health of Lewis reſtored, than 
thoſe intrigues which had already agitated the 
court, vanquiſhed into air, and Turenne was per- 
mitted to ſwell the long liſt of his conqueſts ; 
Oudenarde and Menin opened their gates after a 
faint reſiſtance; the mareſchal de la Forte was 
detached to inveſt Gravelines, and Turenne him- 
ſelf covered with his army the operations of the 
ſiege. The colours of France were ſoon diſplayed 
from the walls; the prince of Ligne was encoun - 
tered and routed by the rival of Condè; and 


pres ſubmitted to the victor, and en a 


French garriſon. 

In Italy the current of ſucceſs flowed, "II 
not with equal rapidity, in favour of France. The 
duke of Maritua, who endeavoured to ſtem the 


tide as the ally of Spain, was happy in being ad- 


mitted to a neutrality. Trin, in the Marquiſate 
of Montferrat, was taken by the marquis of Villa; 
and Mortare, in the Milaneſe, ſurrendered to the 
duke of Modena, who ſurvived his conqueſt but 

a few days. 

Ferdinand, the.third emperor of Germany, had, 
during the various events of war, ſunk into the 
grave; and the ambition of Mazarin aſpired to 
place the imperial crown on the head of Lewis. 
The mareſchal Grammont was diſpatched for this 
purpoſe to the diet; but the cardinal was ſoon 
= Sd con- 
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convinced of the futility of his chimerical expecta- 
tions. After an interval of above a year, the elec- 
tors raiſed to the throne Leopold, the ſon of the 
late emperor; but the policy of France embraced 
the opportunity to confirm the treaty of Munſter, 
and to attach to her intereſt ſeveral of the inde- 
eee princes of Germany. 
The rigour of winter, which had 
ſuſpended the hoſtile enterpriſes of the 
crowns of Spain and France, had revived in the 
breaſts of their reſpective miniſters the deſire of . 
peace. The ſucceſs of Turenne in the Spaniſh _ 
Netherlands had alarmed the former; and Ma- 
zarin was intent on ſecuring the tranquillity of 
the people by the marriage of the king. It has 
been aſſerted, that from the affection of Lewis to 
the niece of the cardinal, he had at one time 


A.D e. 


raiſed his hopes to a royal alliance; but the 


haughty ſpirit of the queen-mother ſoon extin- 
guiſhed the vain idea, and the daughter of the 
king of Spain and the princeſs of Savoy next 
preſented themſelves to his view; he therefore 
liſtened with pleaſure to the pacific overtures of 
Don Lewis de Haro, who governed Philip the 
Fourth with the ſame abſolute authority as he him: 

ſelf ruled Lewis. 
A ceſſation of arms was 4 3 
upon 3 ; and i in the Iſle * . on the fron- 
| tiers 
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tiers of the two kingdoms, Mazarin and ' Don 


_ Lewis de Haro appeared as the repreſentatives of 


their reſpective ſovereigns. A conſiderable time 
was conſumed in diſputes about precedency; but 
che Spaniard maintained his equality, and refuſed 
to yield to the dignity of the cardinal, or to the 
ſuperior pretenſions of France; their conferences 
were at length begun, and aſter four months, were 
concluded by the celebrated treaty of Pyrenees. 
By this treaty Lewis was to receive the hand of the 


infanta with five hundred thouſand gold crowns ; 


Alſace and Rouſillon were confirmed to him; 
but he ſolemnly renounced every ſucceſſion that 
might accrue to him in right of his ſpouſe; 
and to Charles the F ourth he reflored the duchy 
of Lorrain ; to Spain the cities of St. Omer, Ypres, 
Menin, and Oudenarde; and he confented to pardon 
the prince of Conde. Philip, on his fide, extended 
alſo his clemency to che revolted Catalans; relin- 
quiſhed Verceil to the duke of Savoy; Reggio to 
the duke of Modena; his whole territories. to the 
duke of Monaco; and to the duke of Newburgh 
the city of Juliers, which for ſeveral years paſt 
had been ſequeſtered in | the hands of the houſe of 
Auſtria. . 
AS. 1659; B of Faint had pieced 
1660. himſelf at the Pyrenees to implore 


the aſſiſtance of the cardinal and Don Lewis de 
Haro; 


WE . 
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Haro ; che former refuſed even to ſee him, 
and pleaded the alliance of France with the 
Engliſh commonwealth ; but the latter received 
him with that. generous civility ' peculiar to his 
nation. Even the offer of Charles to marry the 
niece of the cardinal was rejected with cold po- 


liteneſs. The condition of that monarch to all 


the world | ſeemed deſperate; his friends had 


been baffled in every attempt for his ſervice ; the 


ſcaffold had often ſtreamed with the blood of his 


moſt active adherents; their ſpirits were broken 


by tedious impriſonments; their eſtates were 
overwhelmed by fines and confiſcations. But 
amidſt all theſe gloomy proſpects, fortune, by a 
ſurpriſing revolution, brought. that about which 
the miniſters of France and Spain might have had 
the honour of undertaking. Richard Cromwell, 
of a gentle, humane, and generous diſpoſition, 


was incapable of maintaining his dominion by 


ſanguinary meaſures; he ſigned his own diſmiſ- 
fion; and with a moderate fortune extended his 
peaceful and quiet life to an extreme old age. 
The committee of fafety, who had uſurped. the 
authority that he had abdicated, were hated and 


deſpiſed; they were reluctantly compelled to re- 


ſtore the parliament which they had diflolved ; 
the nation, wearied by contending factions, im- 
© ns looked to the reſtoration of the ancient 
con- 
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| conſtitution ; their wiſhes were ſeconded by. the 


| 
;# 
* 


loyal declarations of general Mook, who, with 


the government of Scotland, commanded an affec- | 


tionate and well-diſciplined army. Charles was 
invited to mount the throne of his anceſtors ; he 
landed at Dover; took poſſeſſion. of his kingdom 


without the effuſion of blood, and entered his ca- 
pital amidſt the unanimous acclama 


lons es in · 


habitants. 
The duke of ale the wacky of ; 


A4. D. 166 
= 2 e Lewis , had expired at Blois, but little 
1 noticed, and not at all regretted: his death did not 


interrupt the preparations for the marriage of the 
king of France: that monarch advanced to Saint 


Jean de Luz to receive the hand of his bride; 


the royal pair returned to Paris, and in their tri- 


umphal entry into that city diſplayed a magnifi- 


cence before unknown; but though on this occa - 


ſion the cardinal indulged the national taſte for 


ſplendour, in every other reſpect he narrowly cir- 


cumſcribed the expences of the king, and Lewis 


was often reduced to requeſt the loan of that 


wealth, with which the coffers of his miniſter 


overflowed. | 
In the filent 5 of riches, 


A. . 1661, the cardinal had now reached the Pe- 


. rio! which permitted him no longer to enjoy 


them. The treaty of Vincennes with the duke 
| | of 


> — 
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apparent in the laſt moments of his life. By a 
deed of gift he refigned his riches to the king; ; 
and his diſcernment was juſtified by the magnani- 
mity of Lewis, who immediately reſtored the in- 
ſtrument. Though, perhaps, that monarch but 
little regretted the loſs of a miniſter, whoſe yoke 


ſat heavy on his ſhoulders, yet early taught to diſ- 
| ſemble, he aſſumed the external marks of ſorrow, | 


and even honoured his memory by the compli- 
ment of wearing mourning. 
The adminiſtration and talents of Mazarin "EN 


been compared with thoſe of Richelieu; but thoſe 
commanding features which diſtinguiſhed the lat- 


ter, are in vain to be ſought for in the former. 
Prudent, ſubtle, and avaricious, he rather endea- 


voured to ſooth than to command; to. deceive. 


than to vanquiſh ; and the love of glory either 
exiſted not in his boſom, or was loſt in his inſati- 


ate thirſt of gold. That immenſe hoard was ſoon 
afterwards diſſipated by the follies and prodigality 


of the marquis of Meilleraie, who had eſpouſed 
his favourite daughter Hortenfia Mancini, and aſ- 
| ſumed the title of duke of Mazarin; while Hor- 

| VOL. 11. Ed: WES | 


in, and which, in ſome meaſure towards 

t prince, ſoftened that of Pyrenees, was the laſt 

| at of his adminiſtration ;. nine days afterwards he 5 
expired; and his concern for his wealth was ſtill 
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LEWIS As8UMES * THE REINS OF ' GOVERNMENT— 
| AcayiIREs DUNKIRK—CLAIMS- THE SYCCES- 
SION OF FLANDERS WAR WITH SPAIN — 
' PEACE OF AIX LA CHAPELLE—INVASION oF | 


HOLLAND-—ACQUISITION SF FRANCHE COMTE 
| — VICTORIES AND DEATH OF TURENNE — 
PEACE OF NIMEGUEN—WAR RESUMED WITH - 
SPAIN, AND TERMINATED BY THE TRUCE OF. 
 RATISBON=—LEAGUE AGAINST FRANCE—RE- 
: VOLUTION IN ENGLAND——WAR IN FLANDERS, 
GERMANY, SPAIN, AND ITALY — PEACE oF 
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O the death of Mazarin, Lewis , W 555 
the Fourteenth prepared to throw off | 
thoſe ſhackles which the aſcendancy of the nher 
had impoſed, and hereafter to aſſume not only 
the enſigns of royalty, but the duties of a king. 
The officers of ſtate, who little expected that a 
fs; | young 


* 
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young prince only in his twenty - third year, would 
limit the purſuit of his pleaſures, to ſuſtain the toils 
of government, impatientiy enquired whom they 

were to apply to? They were equally. ſurpriſed ho 
- diſappointed, when Lewis anſwered, © to me;” | 
their aſtoniſhment till increaſed, when they found 
him perſevere. He had conſulted his own ſtrength, 
and made a trial in ſecret of his capacity for g0- 
vernment; his reſolution once taken, he main- 
, tained it to the laſt moment of his life ; he ap- 
pointed bounds to the power of « every miniſter; 
obliged him to give an account of every thing at 
certain hours ; reſtored order to the finances, and 


| eſtabliſhed diſcipline among, the troops. 


In his tranſactions with foreign. ſtates, he af 
ſerted the dignity of bis crown with jealous vigi- 
lance; the ambaſſador of Spain at the court of 
London, had on a public entry diſputed the way 
with that of France; but the firm remonſtrances 


of Lewis extorted from Philip ample ſatisfaction; 


and the Spaniſh monarch diſpatched the count of 
Fuentes with the important conceſſion, that the 


<« miniſters of Spain ſhould no longer diſpute the 


cc precedency with/ thoſe of France.“ With the 


court of Rome he diſplayed equal firmneſs. His 
embaſfador, the duke ef Crequi, bad been in- 
| fulted, and even his carriage fired into by the 
wn, of . 


the 


j 
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the affront by arms; and he compelled Alexander 
the Seventh, the Roman pontiff, to ſausfy his ho-\ 
nour, by erecting a pillar in * ee the 
injury and reparation. . 

The ſatisfaction that he derived A. D. 1667, 
6 theſe events was increaſed by the 1607. 
birth of a ſon ; and the ſecurity. of his kingdom 
was augmented by the purchaſe of Dunkirk. 
Charles the Second, whoſe adverſity had not 
taught him economy, was reduced by his profu- 
fion to part with that important place, and Lewis 
obtained iy at the price of four hundred thouſand 
pounds. He immediately employed thirty thou- 
ſand men to fortify it by land and ſea ; and dug a 
large baſon between the town and the citadel, 
capable of containing, ſeveral men of war. He 
extorted ſoon after the ſtrong hold of Marſal from 
the duke of Lorrain. He ſecretly ſupported | 
the crown of Portugal againſt that of Spain; but 
though the king of England offered to abandon 
to him all the Spaniſh low countries, provided he 
would ſuffer him to purſue his advantages over 
the Dutch, Lewis rejected the propoſal, which 


would have rendered Charles ſovereign of the 


| ſeas; yet the aſſiſtance he could on that element 
afford his allies, the Hollanders, was feeble and 
unworthy of his greatneſs.; but his- ſuccours by 
| land were more effectual and honourable; and 
Ff 3 5 his 
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his arms protected them from the martial and 


enterpriſing biſhop of Munſter, whom the gold 
of England had allured 00 invade the united Pro- 


vinces. 
A. D. 1667. The — Breda n he 
| contrading powers, but reſtored not 
for a moment the tranquillity of Europe. The 
flame of war was kept alive by the pretenſtons 
and ambition of the French monarch. In the 
filent lapſe of fix years he had repleniſhed his 
coffers, | created a naval. force, avgmented , his 
_ armies, and provided large magazines and an im- 
menſe quantity of military ſtores. The two mi- 
niſters who principally ſhared his confidence 
| were Colbert and Louvois. The former in the 
finances, rivalled the fame and abilities of the 
duke of Sully; the latter firſt diſplayed to Eu- 
rope the means of ſubſiſting large armies at a 
diſtance by magazines. The prince of Conds, 2 
and the mareſchal Turenne were till in the vi- 
gour of their life; and France might juſtly boaſt 
the _ Fey of her a and her Se- 
4 2 ** — of Kaen 1 queen- e, 
= | "who; no longer retained her influence 
over the mind of her ſon, had-ſunk unnoticed 
into the grave ; the death of Philip of Spain was 


an event of A += he left a ſon, Charles 
3 EE „ 
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the Second; but the queen of France, the iſſue of 
a former marriage, laid claim to a conſiderable pro- 


vince of the Spaniſh monarchy, even to the exclu- 


ſion of her brother. By the cuſtom of ſome Parts 


of Brabant, a female of a firſt marriage, was pre - 


ferred to a male of the ſecond; and Lewis, in open 
lation of his ſolemn renunciation in the treaty of 
Pyrenees: prepared to vindicate the claim of = 
conſort by arnis. 
The king of France witch an army of forty this 
' ſand: men, directed by Turenne, paid by Colbert, 
and amply ſupplied by Louvois, burſt into the de- 
fenceleſs provitices of Flanders. The towns with- 
out magazines, withou fortifications, -and with- 
out garriſons, ſurrendered to Lewis as ſoon as he 


preſented himſelf before them. The banners of 


France were in an inſtant diſplayed from the walls 
of Athe, Tournay, Oudenarde, Courtrai, Charle- 


roy, and Binche; Liſle alone maintained a reſiſt- 


ance of nine days, and the king returned to Paris 
from a campaign, attended by the moſt important 
acquiſitions, but which in its progreſs rather re- 
, emma a n ere 1 an 1 hoſtile e 
dition. | 

The reputation which Denen had” 
de in this enterpriſe, awakened 


” 
4 


x D. 166g, 


the honourable: jealouſy of the prince of Conde. | 
2 „ of the ſeaſon could not chill his 
Ff 4 mn 


7 
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martial ardour, and in the midſt. of winter he pro- 
poſed to his ſovereign the invaſion of Franche 
| 3 That province, ſituated on the borders ef 
Switzerland, under the protection of che houſe f 
Auſtria, enjoyed its ancient privileges, and the ho- 
naurahle diſtinction of A parliament; the inhabi- 
tants contented, though poor, were awakened from 
their humble tranquillity by the diſcordantarumpet = 
of war.  Beſangon and Salins, the two ftrongeſt 
towns, were inveſted and reduced by the prince of 
Conde ;; Lewis haſtened to join his army, and laid 
bege to Dole; in four days that city was cempelled 
to open its gates; and in three weeks the conqueſt 
ol the entire province was completely atehieved. 
But the rapid ſucceſs of Lewis had awakened 
the, envy and the fears of his powerful neigh- 
bours. A triple league was formed by -Bngland, 
Holland, and Sweden, o preſeribe bounds 0 his 
ambition. The arbitration: of ſo formidable a 
confederacy could nat be rejected. A negocia- 
tion was immediately commenced, and rapidly. 
concluded. By the peace ef Aix la Chapelle, 


8 Leis retained his acquiſitions in Flanders, but 


reſtored Franche Comtè to Spain; though even 
by theſe conditions he gained an extenſive terri- 
tory, fruitful and populous, yet he ever after har - 
houred a deep and im placable reſentment and 

hy * of Holland, whale: deputies had dif- 
Pw 
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played at the Congreſs the proud. and. een 
{pin of the republicanns. arty 
At the moment that monarch. Gas 


ed che treaty of peace, . 


new wars, and prepared to ſatiate his revenge: | 


his firſt attention was directed to create a naval 
force; and his orders were executed by the inde- 
ſatigable induſtry of Colbert and Louvois. The 
lea · ports „which had almoſt ſunk into ruins, again 
erected their heads, were fortified with works 
which at once ſerved for their ornament and de- 
fence, and were filed with ſixty large men of 
war ready equipped for fea. The next object of 
his councils was to detach: the king of England 
from his alliance with Holland. His brother the 
duke of Orleans had married the ſiſter of Charles, 
and the influence of that princeſs was exerted 
over the mind of the Engliſh monarch; the ne- 
ceſſities of Charles ſeconded her arts; the ſums 
that his profuſion demanded, and his parliament 
denied, were ſupplied by Lewis; and the king 
of England was prevailed upon to relinquiſh the 
moſt ſettled maxims of honour and poliey, and 
to ſign engagements for the deſtruction of Hol 
land, ith whom he had fo lately united 3 

to repreſs the ambition of France, 5 
The ſudden death of the ducheſs of A. D. 1670. 
Orleans, who had negociated this al- 1671. 


liance, 


| 
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Y lance, and whole fare: was accompanied with fa. 
picions of poiſon, threw a gloom over the courts, 


but did not impede the preparations of the confe- 


derate monarchs. The liberality of Lewis ex- 


tendedd irſelf to Sweden, and Charles the Eleventh 


ſubſcribed the new league; while the biſhop of 
Munſter, greedy of war and plunder, and natu- 
| rally an enemy of the Dutch; readily ' concurred. 
in the meaſures concerted for their deftruRtion. \ 


But if the alliances and armaments | | 
of Charles and Lewis were Copies 
the pretences they aſſigned for their hoſtile de- 


4. p. 1674 


_ ſigns were frivolous and contemptible. The for- 


mer complained that the cuſtomary honours had 


b been refuſed to the Engliſli flag. and that pic- 


tures injurious to the reputation of the Engliſh | 
had been encouraged ; the latter maintained 


greater dignity, if undifguiſed violence and in- 
juſtice can merit that appellation; he pretended 


that the behaviour of the Follanders had been | 
ſach that it did not er t his "gory" ps 


1 5 to bear. | 
At the moment that oh Vnited Dries were 


üer by ſuch powerful enemies, they could 
derive but little ſatisfaction from the review of 
their domeſtic ſituation. Two factions at that 
time agitated the republic. The one headed by 
2 8 de — _ Hen a man equally . 


eminent 
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| eminent for greatueſy of mind; for- capacity, and 
for integrity, but who regarded with jealouſy the 
leaſt ſhadow: of abſolute authority; the other leſs 
attached to the exterior of liberty, deſirous of 
reſtoring the ſtadtholderſhip, and of inveſting the 
prince of Orange with the e and er of 
his anceſtors. | 
Into this country burt Lies the Fourtcenth, ; 
at the head of an army formidable from its num- 
bers and diſcipline, but ſtill more ſo from the 
| Kill and experience of Turenne, Cond, Lux- 
emburg, and Vauban. De Wit had expected his 
attack on the ſide of Maeſtricht, and provided 
that town accordingly ; but the king of France 
taking advantage of his alliance with Cologne, 
invaded the provinces from that quarter. He 
paſſed the Meuſe at Viſat, poſſeſſed himſelf of 
Orſoi, reduced in four days Burik, Weſel, Eme- 
rik, and Rhimberg; and preſſed forwards to the 
Rhine. To all the other calamities of the Dutch, 
was added the exreme drought of the ſeaſon, 
which diminiſhed the greateſt rivers; the French 
cavalry, animated by the preſence of their ſove- 
reign, plunged into the ſtream; a few Dutch re- 
giments on the oppoſite bank made but a feeble 
reſiſtance; and the celebrated paſſage of the 
a the ſubject of ſo much panegyric, was 
: : achieved 


— 
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atchieved without a _ 1 almoſt withour 2 oY 
en, n 


Each ſucceſs ac vided 3 to he conquer, 
and ſtruck the vanquiſhed with diſmay : and 
every hour brought intelligence of ſome freſh ac · 
quiſition. A liſt of defenceleſs cities that mage 


their gates on the appearance of an enemy, can 


afford neither inſtruction nor entertainment to the 


reader. It will be ſufficient to obſerve, that in 
Uitrle more than a month three provinces, Guel. 


derland, Overyſſel, and Utrecht, were in the 


hands of Lewis; Groningen was threatened ; 
Friezeland lay expoſed; and the only difficulty 
that preſented itſelf was in Holland and Zealand. 


Conde and Turenne exhorted the. king to diſman- 


tle, with a ftw exceptions, all the towns that he 


had taken, and preſs on to new conqueſts ; but 


Lewis liſtened to the counſels of Louvois, who 


prevailed on him to bg e his acquiſitions 


with new fortifications ; a project which, by weak · 
ening the main an n fc 70 o his amditious 
Y ne . 7 


But at ben the Dutch e while 3 


renn, and engaged with alacrity the combined 

fleers of two powerful nations. De Ruyter, their 
a admiral, on this accafion acquired immortal ho- 
| neur, and acknowledged, that of two and thirty 


actions 


—— 
a+ — a 
L 
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p actions which he had beheld, this: combat was 


the moſt obſtinately diſputed. The loſs ſuſtained 


by the two fleets was nearly equal; the approach, 
of night at length ſuſpended the fury of the 
combatants; and both retired to their reſpective 
harbours to repair the damages which _ Sag | 


g ſufferec. 2 5 [ i 
But the glory of de 3 Ge not india 125 
countrymen to emulate his conduct by land; the 


ſtates determined to implore the pity of the confe- 


derated monarchs ; ; but the conditions that Lewis 


preſcribed were little better than articles of fla- 


very. All the towns on the other fide of the 
| Rhine: were to be ceded, with Nimeguen, and 
ſeveral in. the heart of the provinces; the Roman 


Catholic religion was every where to be re-eſta- 


bliſhed ; and a medal was annually to be pre- 
ſented to the French court, importing that the 
Hollander en their freedom by the modera- 


tion of, Lewis. | 


The indignation of the people at terms > 0 fa. 


ohh and diſgraceful, broke out in open and violent 


| ſeditions, Inſtead of arming to meer the haughty 
conqueror, they diſcharged their rage on their 
on unhappy miniſter. The unfortunate De Wit, 
and his brother Cornelius, were torn to pieces by 


ce frenzy of the populace; the moſt ſhocking 
e N were exerciſed. on their diſmembered 


limbs; 


— =: 
A: I 


— 


. 
Wl 
Mall 
Tis 
af 
__ 
en 
£ 
| by 
e, 


446 HISTORY oF: FRANCE. | 


limbs ; and the united voice of the people in- 
veſted with the ſole adminiſtration William fr 
of Orange. eee 5 | 

That prince, hho wad in he twenty 0 
year of his age, gave ſtrong indications of all thoſe 
great qualities by which his life was afterwards 
diſtinguiſhed. The whole tenor of his demeanor 
ſuited extremely the genius of the people whoſe 
councils he was called to direct. Silent and 
thoughtful, he poſſeſſed a ſound and ſteady un- 
derſtanding; was firm in his reſolution, and in- 
defatigable in buſineſs; and never ſuffered plea- 


ſiüre to allure, or danger to intimidate him. - His 


appointment once more animated the drooping 
ſpirits of his countrymen; they reſolved, if unable 
to maintain their freedom in Europe, to fly to 
their ſettlements in the Indies, and erect a new 7 
republic in thoſe remote regions. While, to check 
the preſent progreſs of the victor, they called to 
their aſſiſtance that deſtructive clement, againſt 
which they had formerly fo diligently fortified 
themſelves ; and opening the _— laid the an 
} jacent country under water. | 
Lewis had made his eee entry. 3 
Utrecht; but he now quitted a campaign in 
which the difficulties of war were increaſed, and 
the hopes of conqueſt were diminiſhed. - He re- 


turned to his capital to _ the acclamations of 
his 


HISTORY OF FRANCE. 4% 
His ſubjects for ſucceſſes which he owed to the 


merit of his generals, or to the panic of his ene- 
mies. But already a confederacy was formed to 


ſet bounds to his aſpiring ambition. Spain pri- 


vately affiſted, and the emperor openly ſupported, 
the United Provinces; Luxemburgh was diſap- 


5 pointed in an attempt on the Hague, and the 


biſhop of Munſter u was enen from the walls of | 


Groningen. | 
The enſuing year Sb more 

. e I . 
widely the flames of war. The em- b. en 


peror and Spain openly declared themſelves the 


allies of the Dutch; and the houſe of Auſtria was 
now engaged to protect thoſe provinces which 
during ſo many years ſhe. had endeavoured to op- 
preſs. De Ruyter ſtill maintained his reputation 


at ſea, and encountered in a ſecond and indeci- _ 
| five action the combined fleets of France and 


England. A third that ſoon after enſued, though 
equally obſtinate and bloody, ſtill left the vic- 
tory doubtful. But Lewis at-the head of a nu- 
merous army inveſted, and in a week reduced 


Maeſtricht. The prince of Orange in return 


laid ſiege to Naerden ; and -the ſucceſs of that 
| enterpriſe confirmed the confidence of his coun- 
trymen; he immediately after directed his march 
to join Montecuculli, the imperial general, who 


on the mans of the Rhine was | oppoſed to Tu- 
renne; 
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renne; the artful conduct of that comma 

eluded the penetration of the mareſchal, and he 
ſuddenly fat down before Bonne. Under the 

walls of that city he was joined by the prince of 
Orange, who with ſimilar addreſs had deceived 
and eſcaped the vigilance of the French gene- 


als. Bonne ſoon ſurrendered to their combined 


arms; ſeveral other plases in the electorate of 
Cologne fell into their hands; the communication 
between France and the United Provinces was cut 
off; and Lewis was obliged to recall his forces, 
and abandon. all: his? conqueſts with greater rapi- 
dy She eee pads hemp. nes ana 
4. p. 1673 The firm remonſtrances of the En- 
I glim parliament, and the clamours of | 
his people, compelled Charles to conclude a 
peace with the United Provinces. But while be 
reluctantly deſerted his ally Lewis, he ſtill in- 
fiſted that ten thouſand men whom he had de- 
tached to reinforce the army of that monarch, 
| ſhould not be recalled, though be conſented to 
bind himſelf by a ſecret article of the treaty 
never to recruit them. Even this reinforcement, 
ſmall as it might ſeem, was neceſſary to the va- 
rious enterpriſes of the French king. The em- 
pire, Spain, and Holland, were now firmly united 
| aint him. The. biſhop of Munſter. and- the 
ae of \Colagns: had been 


> 


Rfsroft er riANek. Ay 


nounce his alliance; yet he continued to make 
Head every where againſt his enemies, and even 
medted new conqueſts. With a powerful a army 
in perſon he once more invaded Franche Comtè; 
laid fiege to and again carried Beſangon ; and in 


ſix weeks reduced the whole province, which has 
ever ſince remained annexed to the dominions of 


France. 

In Flinders the allied army was commanded 
by the prince of Orange, and the French by the 
prince of Conde. The former, encouraged by 
his Taper” numbers, endeavoured to penetrate 


4121 


poſed at Senelſe a wing of his army, and his ac- 


tive adverſary failed not to ſeize and improve 
the advantage. But the prince of Orange amply 
compenſated for his error by his behaviour in the 
obſtinate and bloody action that enſued ; he ral- 
lied his diſmayed troops, led them to the charge; 
and puſhed the martial veterans of France. The 
conflict was continued for ſome time after ſun- 
ſet, till darkneſs parted” the cotnbatants, and left. 
the victory undecided; But the conduct of Wil- 
liam was ſtamped by the applauſe of his generous 
antagoniſt ; the prince of Orange, ſaid Condè, 
< has a&ed in every thing like an old captain, 
ce except venturing his life too like a young ſol- 
e dier.“ : 

VOL, 11. 1 2 Ia 
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In Alſace, Turenne Ai played againſt a much. 
ſuperior 6 enemy, all that military {kill which by long 
experience, profound reflection, and great genius, 
he had been able to acquire. By a ſudden and 
forced march he attacked and defeated at Sintz- 


heim the duke of Lorrain and Caprara, the gene- 


ral of the Imperialiſts, and afterwards extended his 
bloody devaſtations over the palatinate. Seventy 
thouſand Germans deluged Alſace; they were ſur- 


priſed by the unexpected appearance of Turenne; 


a conſiderable detachment was cut in pieces at Mul- 
hauſen ; the elector of Brandenburg, who had 
been entruſted. with the chief command, was routed 
by the active vigilance of the mareſchal near Col- 
mar; a third body ſuffered the ſame fate at Turk- 


beim; and this formidable hoſt, baffled and diſ- 


perſed; was happy to evacuate Alſace and repaſs ; 


the Rhune. 


0 3 Turenne, the ann 
recalled their celebrated general Monte- 
cuculli. The object of the latter was to penetrate 


A.D. IG: 


into Alſace, Lorrain, or Burgundy ; ; the aim of the 
former was to guard the French frontiers, and diſ- 
appoint all the ſchemes of his enemy. The banks 
of the Rhine was the theatre on which their {kill 


was dif] played. Each encountered the other with 


perſeverance, penetration, and activity; ; but on 
the moment that _ were on the point of ſtaking 


* 


” their ” 


{ 
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their reputation 6n the fate of 4 battle near the 


village of Saltzbach, Turenne was killed by a 


cannoh ball as he was reconnoitring a ſituation to 


erect a battery. The news of his fate impreſſed 


the king, the court, and the people, with the 


deepeſt ſorrow ; but it was in the camp that his loſs 
was moſt ſeverely felt and ſenſibly regretted: 


Montecuculli, who had for three months been kept 


on the other ſide of the Rhine by the abilities of 


the mareſchal, paſſed that river the moment he 
heard Turenne was no more; he penetrated into 


Alſace; and the French, who had lately aſpired 


to victory, eſteemed themſelves happy in eſcap- 


ing defeat, and effecting a retreat under the 
conduct of de HT, nephew t to the h 


general. 
Part of the Gernian army, after the Anh of 


Turenne, had formed the ſiege of Treves ; and 


mareſchal Crequi, with the troops that he could aſ- 


ſemble, advanced to the relief of that place. His 
negligence expoſed him to a total and bloody de- 


feat; with four attendants only he eſcaped into 


Treves, and endeavoured by a vigorous defence to 


efface his diſgrace ; but the garriſon at length mu- 


| tinied againſt his authority; they opened the gates 


to the enemy; and ſince he refuſed to ſign the ca- 


pitulation they had made, they PINE: him. up: * 


priſoner to the Imperialiſts. 
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Lewis in perſon had taken 4 A i R 
Pr and was oppoſed by the prince of Orange 
with an equal army; each party was unwilling to 
hazard a general engagement without ſome viſi- 
ble advantage. The monarch ſoon after. re- 
turned to Verſailles, and the late diſaſters in 
Germany induced him to recal the prince of 
Condè to make head againſt Montecuculli. The 
prince on this new field confirmed the opinion | 
of his ſuperior genius. He compelle Zer 
mans to raiſe the ſieges of Hagenau and Saverne; 
he eluded their attempts to force him to a battle; 
and at length conſtrained them to repaſs the 
Rhine. With this campaign he cloſed the 
long ſeries of his martial toils and glory; the 
remnant of his life he paſſed in honourable retire- 
ment at Chantilly; while Montecuculli, full of 
years and fame, withdrew at the ſame time from 
the ſcene of action, unwilling to expoſe that re- 
putation in conteſts with younger adverſaries, 
which he 209 5 Ke as the rival 12 . and 
n, | 


Though the Ang of Tin ne 


5 D. 1676. the retreat of Conde, deprived Lewis 


* two commanders,” whoſe military talents have 


feldom been equalled, and never excelled, yet the 
vigour and diſcipline that they had infufed into 

"a armies, ſtill nne to > open the road to 
1 . — 
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| victory. The Hollander theniſelves ſoon after 
ſuſtained a loſs which plunged them in the ſame 


honourable ſorrow as France had lately felt. Meſ- 


fina had revolted, and a fleet under the duke de 


Vivonne was- difpatched to ſupport the rebels; 


the Dutch fent a ſquadron to affift the Spaniards 3 
an engagement enſued; and de Ruyter, the Tu- 
renne of Holland, received a wound which put 


an end to his glorious life; the Dutch diſmayed . 


at his death; retired in confufion ; yer the advan- 
tage the French obtained was but tranſient ; and 
they were ſoon after reduced to evacuate Meſſina, 


at the moment that they flattered themſelves with, 


the hope of becoming maſters of it. 


In Geirtainy, Charles the Fkäh, the new Ake 


of Lorrain, who ſucceeded his uncle Charles the 
Fourth, and who like him was ſtripped of his do- 
minions, had recovered Philipſburgh ; but he 


vainly endeavoured to penetrate irita his own ter- 


ritories ; mareſchal Crequi ranſomed from confine- 
ment, and grown more prudent by his defeat, 


defended the entrance into Lorrain, and in re- 
peated action baffled and defeated the unfortu- 


nate duke. 
In Flanders Lewis himſelf eatly took the field, 


and provided with ample magazines, began his 
operations, while the enemy's cavalry were unable 


to _ forage in the open country. The Spaniſh 
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0 towns ill fortified, made but a feeble. reſiſtance 1 
in the month of April he laid ſiege to Conde, and 
took it by ſtorm in four days; while the duke of 
Orleans inveſted Bouchain, he poſted himſelf to 
ſuch advantage as to hinder the confederates from 
relieving it, or fighting but under great difficul- 
ties; the prince of Orange, after ſurmounting a 
variety of obſtacles, came indeed in fight of the 
French army; but his induſtry ſerved only to ren. 
der him a ſpectator of the ſurrender of Bouchain ; 
both ; armies ſtood in awe of each other, and 
were unwilling to hazard an ection which might 
þe attended with the moſt important conſequences. 
Satisfied with his new acquiſitions, and the glory 
he had gained, Lewis retired. to Verſailles, and 
entruſted his. army to the command of mareſ- 
chal Schomberg ; on his departure William in- 
veſted Maeſtricht; but Schomberg, who had 


taken Aire, immediately advanced to the -relief 5 


5 of that place, and the prince was e re- 
dem to etire 

During the various operations 0 the hoſtile 
armies, the language of peace had been reſumed, 
and a congreſs had been eſtabliſhed at Ni ime- 
guen under the- mediation of the king of Eng- 


| land; the Dutch loaded with debts, and haraſſed 


with taxes, were defirous of putting an end to the 
war. But gratitude. to their ae the emperor 
and 
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and the king of Spain, induced them to try th 


conſequences of another campaign; and the 


prince of Orange' urged by motives of honour, 
of ambition, and of animoſity againſt France, 
endeavoured to keep en 9 to this reſo- 
lution. 

Lewis was alſo Aameny defies of 
peace; his kingdom was exhauſted by 


| the violent efforts that ſhe had made; but the 


monarch was conſcious that a good treaty could 
only be attained by a vigorous war. In February 

he laid ſiege to Valenciennes, . and carried it by 
ſtorm ; he next inveſted Cambray and Saint 
Omer. The prince of Orange advanced to the 
relief of the latter place, and was encountered by 
the French, commanded by the duke of Orleans, 


the brother of the king, and mareſchal Luxem- 


burg. The former concealed beneath the effemi- 
nate manners of a woman, a courage the moſt ar- 
dent, and the latter had been the conſtant friend 
and pupil of the great Condè. By a maſterly 
movement of that general, William was defeated, 


and compelled to ſeek ſhelter under the walls of 


Ypres; - but Lewis, jealous of his brother's fame, 
who had ſought glory in the thickeſt ranks of the 
enemy, liſtened to the victory with ſmall figns of 
external ſatisfaction , and never afterwards en- 


truſted the duke with the chief command. Cam- 
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towns ill fonified;.. made but a feeble rears „ 
in the month of April he laid ſiege to Condè, and 
took it by ſtorm in four days; while the duke of 
Orleans inveſted Bouchain, he poſted himſelf to 
ſuch advantage as to hinder the confederates from 
relieving it, or fighting but under great difficul- 
ties; the prince of Orange, after ſurmounting a 
variety of obſtacles, came indeed in fight of the 
French army; but his induſtry ſerved only to ren - 
der him a ſpectator of the ſurrender of Bouchain ; 
both armies ſtood in awe of each other, and 
were unwilling to hazard an ection which might 
be attended with the moſt important conſequences. 
Satisfied with his new acquiſitions, and the glory 
he had gained, Lewis retired, to Verſailles, and 
entruſted his. army to the command of mareſ- 
chal Schomberg ; ; on his departure William in- 
veſted Maeſtricht; ; but Schomberg, Who had 
taken Aire, immediately advanced to the relief 
of that place, and the Nad was nen re · 
luctantly to retire. 
During the various men of the hoſtile 
armies, the language of peace had been reſumed, 
and a congreſs had been eſtabliſhed at Nime- 
guen under the mediation of the king of Eng- 
| land; the Dutch loaded with debts, and haraſſed 
with taxes, were deſirous of putting an end to the 
War. "Dax: gratitude to their Ks the emperor 
and 
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and the king of Spain, induced them to try th 
conſequences of another campaign; ; and the 
prince of Orange urged by motives of honour, 
of ambition, and of animoſity againſt France, 
endeavoured t to _ them AY to this reſo- 
lution. | 
Lewis was alſo ſincerely e 
1 peace; his kingdom was exhauſted by * n. 

te violent efforts that ſhe had made; but the 
monarch was conſcious that a good treaty could 
only be attained by a vigorous war. In February 
he laid fiege to Valenciennes, and carried it by 
ſtorm; he next inveſted Cambray and Saint 
Omer. The prince of Orange advanced to the 
relief of the latter place, and was encountered by 
the French, commanded by the duke of Orleans, 
the brother of the king, and mareſchal Luxem- 
burg. The former concealed beneath the effemi- 
nate manners of a woman, a courage the moſt ar- 
dent, and the latter had been the conſtant friend 
and pupil of the great Conde. By a maſterly 
movement of that general, William was defeated, 
and compelled to ſeek ſhelter under the walls of 
Ypres; - but Lewis, jealous of his brother's fame, 
who had ſought glory in the thickeſt ranks of the 
enemy, liſtened to the victory with ſmall figns of 
external ſatisfaction, and never afterwards en- 
truſted the duke with the chief command. Cam- 
- "WS b 
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We pray and Saint Omer ſoon ſurrendered, add cloſed 
| Ihe operations of che campaign. hf 
1 4. b., 1 Negociations for peace were Aill 
| | continued, and Charles af England 
| haying beſtowed the hand of his niece on the 
prince of Orange, ſeemed ſincerely defirqus of 
acquieſcing in the wiſhes of his people, and of 
protecting the provinces. The king of France 
hed taken the field with his uſyal readineſs, and - 
had reduced Ypres and Ghent, and the army 
under Luxemburg had inveſted Mons, when 
Van Beverning, the Dutch ambaſſador, alarmed 
ot his progreſs, and conſcious of the unſteady 
gouncils of England, at Nimeguen figned che 
treaty of peace with the miniſters of France; by 
this treaty Lewis ſecured the poſleſſign of Franche 
Comte, together with Cambray, Aire, Saint 
Omer, Valenciennes, Tournay, Ypres, Bou- 
chain; Caſſel, &c. and agreed to reſtorg o Spain 
only Charleroi, Courtrai, Oudenarde, Athe, Ghent, 
nd. Leonbourgh ; while in the north, his ally the 
king of Sweden was reinſtated i in thoſe dominions 
of which he had been fripped by the Joint Hopes 
of Denmark : and Germany <5 
The king of Spain and the em perof epluftancly 
end ſucceſſively ſubſcribed to theſe hard condi- | 
tions; which were conſidered by the prince of 
ee with a A The r after they 


were 
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were figned he attacked, near Mons, and gained 


ſome advantage over, Luxemburg, who reſted 


ſecure on the faith of the treaty, and coneluded the 


war finiſhed ; William had alſo reaſon to believe 
the peace was ſigned, though not formally noti- 
fed ; and he wantonly ſacrificed the lives of many 
brave men on both ſides, who fell in this N _ 
well-conteſted action. 
The tempeſt of war which had fo 4 p. 1675 
long agitated Europe, was fucceeded 166583. 
by four years of peace. Lewis, whole reſtleſs 
ambition was ever awake, diligently employed 
each moment in preparations for future conqueſts; 
even the treaty that he had ſo lately ſigned at Ni- 
meguen could not fuſpend his inſatiate thirſt for 
dominion ; by treachery he poſſeſſed himſelf of 


the imperial city of Straſburgh ; he purchaſed 
Caſal of the duke of Mantua, and diſpoſſeſſed the 


elector Palatine and the elector of Treves of the 
lordſhips of Falkemburg, Germaſheim, and Val- 
| dentz. Ports and harbours were conſtructed at 


Breſt and Toulon; the docks were filled with ſhips 


af war, the army was augmented, and the maga- 
zines repleniſhed ; while the people, enriched by 
arts and commerce, willingly ſubmitted to new 


impoſts, and cheerfully en under their 
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5 The death of the queen was an event 4. 3 1684. 
but little regarded by Lewis, who al. 2687: 
ready felt that paſſion for madame de Maintenon, 
which accompanied him through the reſt of his 
life; he was doubtleſs impreſſed with more real 
concern at the loſs of Colbert, whoſe {kill and in- 
tegrity as a financier had greatly contributed to his 
conqueſts ; that miniſter expired when the ambi- 
tion of the king had juſt rekindled the flame of 
war; on pretences the moſt frivolous, Lewis had 
demanded Aloſt of the Spaniards; and on- their 
refuſal had ſeized on Luxemburg; -the indigna- | 
tion of Spain had impelled her to an open declara- 
tion of war againſt her haughty enemy; but her 
. own weakneſs, and the ſituation: of the other pow- 
ers of Europe, compelled her to fign-at Ratiſbon a 
truce for twenty years, which left Lewes: in che 
peaceable poſſeſſion of Luxemburg. 
With equal injuſtice that monarch had- ng x 


barded Genoa, and reduced the republic to ſue 


| for peace in the moſt abje& manner, for having 
ſtipulated to build ſome gallies for the Spaniards ; 
but greater glory accompanied the expedition 


againſt Algiers; and thoſe licentious rovers, after 


beholding the greateſt part of their city reduced to 
aſhes, ſubmitted to releaſe ſeveral hundreds of 
chriſtian captives. Yet vanity or intereſt were 
the ſole motives that actuated the ſovereign of 

France; 
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France; and while he braved the ſpiritual cen- 
ſures of the Roman pontiff, and ſtripped that ſee 
of Avignon, he revoked the edicts of Nantz, re- 
vived the perſecution againſt the Proteſtants, and 
drove by his miſtaken policy into exile above five 
hundred thouſand of the moſt uſeful and induſ- 

trious inhabitants of France. 

Lewis diſcovered too late that the characters of 
a conqueror and perſecutor are incompatible; be- 
beſides weakening his own kingdom by the baniſh- 
ment of myriads, the melancholy fate of the refu- 
gees had inflamed againſt him all the Proteſtant 
nations of Europe. The prince of Orange, who 
well knew how to avail himſelf of the general in- 
dignation, had by his intrigues and influence form- 
ed a league at Augſburg, where the whole empire 
united in its defence againſt the French monarch ; 
Spain and Holland became parties in the ſame al- 
liance; the acceſfion of Savoy was afterwards ob- 
tained ; and Sweden and Denmark ſeemed to fa- 
your the ſame cauſe. 

The knowledge of this ein had 
not eſcaped the vigilance of the king 
of France; and to anticipate the defigns of the 
confederates, he had invaded the empire, and laid 
| fiege to Philipſburg ; but his attention was en- 
groſſed by the affairs of England, which every day 
more plainly pointed to a new revolution. Charles 
7 Bom | the 


A.D. 1688. 


1 
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the Second had expired at variance with his parlia- 
ment, and deſpiſed by his people. His brother the 
duke of Vork, as James the Second, ſucceeded to 
the throne; the misfortunes of his father ſerved not 
to reſtrain the raſh zeal and blind obedience of 
that prince for the church of Rome. He openly 
violated the laws of his country, he endeavoured to 
ſubvert the eſtabliſhed religion, and compelled! his 
ſohjects to ſeek their ſafety in revolt, and to ws 
their protection the prince of Orange. 

William, who had married the daughter of that 
manarch whom be was ſummoned. to oppoſe, lif- | 
tened with pleaſure to ſolicitations which were at 
ance enforced by policy and religion; he dili 
gently collected a formidable fleet, levied addi- 
| tional troops, and raiſed confiderable ſums of 
money: but Lewis's envoy at the Hague pene- 
trated into the real object of his preparations, and 
informed his maſter of his diſcovery. The king 
of France immediately conveyed the intelligence 
to James; at the ſame time he offered to fein- 
force the Engliſh fleet with a French ſquadron, to 
"ſent? over any number of troops, or to march itito 
the Netherlands. and engage the Dutch in the de- 
fence of their own country; but theſe propoſals 
were rejected by the king of England, who dread- 
ed to increaſe the diſafſection of his 9 by * 
dh 0 8 
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At length the prince of Orange ſat fail, and 
after encountering a violent tempeſt at ſea, landed 
at- Torbay- on the coaſt of Devonſhire; he was 
Joined by the principal nobility of the iſland, and 
the integrity of his enterpriſe w-as fortified by the 
. appearance of the princeſs Anne, the other daugh- 
ter of James; that unfortunate prince, deſerted by 
his ſubjects, his favourites, and his children, 
yielded to the torrent, abdicated the throne, and 
ſought ſhelter with his infant ſon and queen in 
France; Lewis received the royal fugitives with 
every mark of reſpect and aſſurance of ſupport; 

vhile the gratitude of the Engliſh placed their 
crown on the head of the prince of Orange; and 
thar monarch, as William the Third, prepared to 
aſſert hig o ier, and to indica, the liber- 
tis 6. Tust 
Anghund und Holland, * two great A. D. 1688. 
maritime powers of Europe, the em- 167 
pire and Spain, with the greateſt part of Italy, 
were now united againſt France; but her mo- 
narch ſtill confided in his former fortune, and his 


enemies acknowledged his preparations were 


worthy of the important conteſt. Philipſburg was 
taken; Manheim, Frankendal, Spires, Worms, 
and Oppenheim, ſurrendered ; and the fruitful 
country of the palatinate was, at the unrelenting 
voice of Lewis, conſigned. to deſtruction; her 
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towns were reduced to aſhes, her. fertile fields 
weenme a deſert, and the wretched people, driven 
from their habitations by the fury of the flames 
and the brutality of the ſoldiers, were left to pe- ; 
riſh by famine and the inclemency of the ſeaſon ; 
ſuch were the means by which the king of France 
endeavoured to intimidate his enemies and pro- 
tect his frontier; yet the former were rather ex - 
aſperated than vanquiſhed; and the imperial ar- 
mies, under the duke of Lorrain , reſumed their 
courage, and covered the 1 im REIN of Bonn 


i: D: 1689. But the grand object of Lees Was 
1690. to reſtore to his dominions the fugi- 


tive James; ;- that unhappy prince had ſtill a ſtrong 


party in Ireland; and the friendſhip of France li- 


berally furniſhed him with arms and ammunition 


of every kind; a conſiderable fleet was fitted out 
to ſecond his efforts, and in its courſe encountered 
the ſquadrons of England and Holland in an in- 
deciſive engagement; he was received into Lime- 
ric, and his firſt ſucceſs exceeded his moſt ſan- 
guine expectations; ; but his career was checked 
by the {kill of the duke of Schomberg; and on 


the banks of the Boyne he was vanquiſhed by the - 


ſuperior fortune and genius of William. James 


- himſelf abandoned the day with a precipitation 


we unworthy. of the crown he api ed to, and haſtily 
| „ returned : 
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returned to France; while“ his fnceaſolut rival, | 
by his valour and conduct, extorted the applauſe 
of his enemies, and eſtabliſhed his tottering throne; 


a deſultory war was maintained for ſome time 
after the flight of James, till Ireland gradually 
withdrew from the ſupport of a prince who had 


deſerted her, and ſubmitted to the authority 15 


William. 


In Flanders the 8 d' Humieres was de- | 


f 833 by the prince of Waldeck, and Lewis, to 
retrieve this diſaſter, again entruſted his forces in 
the Netherlands to the mareſchal duke of Lux- 


emburg. In the plains of Fleurus, near Char- 


leroi, that general avenged the injured glory af 


his country; the prince of Waldeck was defeated 


with the loſs of ſix thouſand killed and eight thou- 


ſand taken priſoners; yet the victor acknowledged 


the gallantry of the vanquiſhed ; © Prince Wal- 


« deck,” ſaid he, ought always to remember 
„e the French cavalry; and I ſhall never forget ] 


* the Dutch infantry.” | 
In the enſuing campaign Lewis him- 
ſelf was preſent at the fiege of Mons; 
and retired, aſter the ſurrender of that city to Ver- 
ſailles; while William, who had haſtened from 
Ireland to oppoſe mareſchal Luxemburg, con- 
_ cluded the campaign finiſhed, and repaired to 
the Hague ; the mareſchal embraced the moment 


A. D. 1691. 
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of his abſence, and by # forced march ſurpriſed 


ad routed the rear of the confederates ottumatided 
by the princs of Waldeck. 


On the frontiers of Getthatiy; 440 in Spalt, 4 
reble and deſultory war was carried on with wa 
ous ſucceſs; but in Piedmont, Victor Amedeus, 


dake of Savoy, a prince brave, penettating; and' 


active, was oppoſed by the mareſchal Catinat, who 
had relinquiſhed the eafly ſtudy of the law for the 
more glorious profeſſion of arms; and who amidſt 
camps cultivated the maxims of phitoſophy. At 
Saluees he triumphed over the duke of Savoy in 4 
bloody and obftinate encounter ; and the coſi- 
querur ſoon reduced to the authority of Lewis the 


greateſt part of Savoy and Piedmont. 


GE In two engagements the fleet of 
France had at leaft maintained an 
equality with thoſe of England and Holland; 


and Lewis, ſtill anxious to reſtore the Untere 
fortunes of James, determined to hazard a gene- 


ral action, and, if victorious, to invade England. 
The hoſtile fleets met in the channel near Cape 


la Hogue, and Tourville, the French admiral, 


obey ed the orders of his ſovereign ; but the fupe- 


rior numbers of the confederates ſoon decided the 


fate of the day. The French admiraPs own ſhip, 


Wich twenty more of the largeſt veſſels of his | 
fleet, e by the fire of the victors; 


and 
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and ames, with a figh. of deſpair, beheld from a 


neighbouring eminence, the gloomy flame which 
for ever blaſted the fond expectations he had 
nouriſhed. 16 

But on land Lewis il be 3 
his ſuperiority; Namur, the ſtrongeſt * 16g 
_ fortreſs of the N etherlands, was reduced even in 
the fight of William; and though the activity 
and vigilance of that monarch ſurpriſed the French 


camp at Steenkirk, yet the battle was reſtored by 


the abilities of Luxemburg, and the kindred va- 
lour of the princes of the blood; and the king of 
England, after the moſt daring efforts, was in» 
dignantly compelled to give the ſignal of retreat. 


The next year he ſtill experienced a more deci- 


five defeat; at Landen the army of the confede- 
rates was broken with the loſs of eight thouſand 


men; Huy and Charleroy were the prey of the 


victors; while Lewis repaired by his induſtry his 


late diſaſters at ſea, and once more diſputed the | 


ſovereignty of that element. 


Huy was recovered in the enſuing A. D. 1051 | 
campaign by William; and Luxem- 95. 


burgh, who had ſo often triumphed over that 
monarch, ſoon after found from diſeaſe that death 
which he had in vain courted in fields of battle; 
the duke of Savoy eluded the vigilance of Cati- 
nat, penetrated into Dauphinè, and retaliated the 
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- miſeries of the Palatinate. While France aps 
peared the object of envy to neighbouring. ſtates, 
her diſtreſs each day increaſed with the- number 
of her victories; her provinces were depopulated 
to recruit her fleets and armies'; the ravages of 
war were attended by thoſe of famine ; and 
amidſt his glories the monarch was heard fre- 
quently to ſigh for peace. The king of England, 
animated by the death of Luxemburgh, had in- 
_ veſted Namur; and though that city was obſti- 
nately defended by the mareſchal Bouffters, it was 
obliged to capitulate in the fight of the French 
army commanded by Villeroi, who could- only 
gratify his refentment by the A: bom- 
bardment of Bruſſels. 
Iuo0 diminiſh the numbers of his 
- enemies, the king of France opened 
2 negociation with the duke of Savoy ; - and Ama« 
deus was eaſily induced to prefer his intereſt to 
the faith he had pledged his allies He re- 
| ceived again his dominions with four millions of 
livres to repair the damages they had ſuſtained; 
Lewis at the ſame time engaged to him his con- 
ſtant protection, and promiſed his fecond ſon, the 
duke of Burgundy, to the princeſs of Savoy. 
Though this treaty ſecured France on the fide of 
Italy, yet her coaſts were continually alarmed and 
0 ep by the deſcents of the Engliſh, and Lewis 
35 beheld 


As D. 1696. 
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| beheld with concern that people again reſume 


their naval ſuperiority. - 

In Flanders the 3 Catinat 1 8 
reduced Athe; in Spain the duke of IM 
Vendoſme, grandſon to Henry the Fourth, gained 
a glorious-victory ; he inveſted Barcelona, and 
the prince of Heſſe Darmſtadt, who defended that 


city with a garriſon of ten thouſand men, was, 
after a gallant reſiſtance, compelled to capitu- 


late; in America, Pointis, with a French ſqua- 


dron, ſurpriſed Carthagena ; and the loſs ſuſ- 


tained by Spain in the plunder of chat place was 


eſtimated at thirty millions of livres; on the other 


hand, Lewis in vain attempted to fix the crown 
of Poland on the head of the prince of Conti, 
who was conſtrained to abandon the field to 
his ſucceſsful competitor Auguſtus, Elector of 
Saxony. | 

Each party at length ſincerely inclined to 
peace; ; the empire and Spain were weary of a 
war which had been attended only with misfor- 
tunes; the parliament of England had long mur- 
mured at the heavy and increaſing expence ; and 
Holland, though more devoted to the inclina- 
tions of William, regretted her trade intercepted, 
and her moſt fruitful provinces laid waſte. Pewis 


himſelf could not be entirely indifferent to the 


tears and miſeries of his ſubjects; the rigour of 
N H h 2 the 
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the feaſon had combined with the rage of che 


enemy, and the kingdom, lately ſo fertile, pre- 
fented to the eye a dreary and barren proſpect. 
Under thefe circumſtances, the mediation of 


Charles the Eleventh, king of Sweden, was ac- | 


cepted ; and the caſtle of Ryſwick, near the 
Hague, was fixed __ as 12 ſcene of negocia- 


tion. 
The king of France b to the Spanizeds 


all thoſe places that he had taken from them, ahd 
the conqueſts that he had made in Flanders during 


the laſt war, as Luxemburgh, Mons, Athe, and 
Courtrai. He acknowledged William the Third 


as lawful king of England, whom he had hitherto 


treated as an uſurper. To the empire he relin- 


quiſhed Fribourg, Brifac, Kheil, and Philipſ- 
bourg ; and even ſubmitted to deſtroy the forti- 


fications of Straſburg on the Rhine; Fort Lewis, 


and Tracrbach, works on which the great Vauban 


had exhauſted his art, and the king his treaſure, 
Lorrain, Treves, and the Palatinate, were reſigned 


| to their reſpective princes ;. and France, after a. 
long and bloody war, in which her victories can 
only be numbered by her campaigns, conſented 


to a peace, which could ſcarce have been ex- 
pected from her, if bumbled by repeated de- 


feats. 


The anden Who had 6gned the treaty, on 
1 „„ their 
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their return to the capital were purſued with re- 
proach and ridicule ; they were execrated as trai- 
tors to their country by the unthinking multitude, 
who had lately clamoured againſt the proſecution 
of the war; the policy and judgment of Lewis 
were generally arraigned; but that monarch, in 


the late negociation, harboured a deſign beyond 


the views of the vulgar ; the health of Charles the 
Second of Spain daily declined ; and the King of 
France revolved in ſecret his pretenſions to that 


ſucceſſion, which by the treaty of the Pyrenees he 


had Py renounced, 
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DEATH or cnARLEs THE SECOND KING OF 


Chapter the Thirty-ſizth, 


1 


s AIN— WAR FOR THE SUCCESSION—BATTLES 


ox HOCHSTET, OR BLENHEIM—OF RAMILLIES 


AND TURIN — DISTRESS OP FRANCE —— LEWIS. 
IN VAIN SUES FOR PEACE—BATTLE OF MAL 
PLAQUET——VICTORIES OF THE DUKE OF VEN- 
DOME IN SPAIN--PEACE OF UTRECHT BETWEEN 
FRANCE, AND THE CONFEDERATE POWERS 
OF GREAT BRITAIN, HOLLAND, PRUSSIA, POR» 
TUGAL, AND SAVOY--PHILIP ACKNOWLEDGED 
| KING OF SPAIN— SUCCESS OF VILLARS IN 
GERMANY—PEACE WITH THE EMPEROR—" 
DOMESTIC MISFORTUNES OF LEWIS — HIS 
DEATH AND CHARACTER. | 


- 


— 


Tur dawning luſtre of Lewis had been ob⸗ 
ſcured by the power and aſcendancy of his impe- 
rious | miniſter; on the death of Mazarin, he 


| emerged from chat We ſtate of vaſſalage, and 
awed 


d — 
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awed ah aſtoniſhed: Europe by the blaze of his 


meridian glory; but a dark cloud hung over his 


ſetting ſun ; and he ſurvived to behold, in the eve- 
ning of life, the deſertion of his allies and the 


triumph of his enemies; his cities raſed, his peo- 


ple ſlaughtered, and his children nee 
buried in the grave. e 

The peace of Ryſwick was [IQ 
ceeded by new negociations ; the pre- 
tenſions of the king of France to the Spaniſh 


A. D. 1698, 


ſucceſſion were not veiled from the penetrating 


eye of William the Third; Lewis, ſenſible that 


the emperor _ urged the ſame claims of conſan- 


guinity, though priority of birth fortified the title 
of the houſe of Bourbon, and conſcious from late 


experience that his own ſtrength was not able to 


contend with the united power of Europe, opened 
by his miniſter a new project to the king of 
England. William entered into it with alacrity ; 
and the celebrated treaty of partition was con- 


cluded, which divided the dominions of Spain 
during the life of her ſovergign. To the young 
prince of Bavaria were aſſigned Spain and the 


Eaſt-Indies; to the dauphin, ſon of Lewis the 
Fourteenth, Naples, Sicily, and the province of 
Guipuſcoa; and to the archduke Charles, the 
ſecond ſon of the emperor dee _ the 
x OP of Milan, Fe 
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A. D. 1699. Even the feeble and unguöd ſoul of 
1700. Charles was arouſed by this daring in- 
ſult ; he heard with indignation in what manner 
his monarchy had been diſtributed ; and to pre- 
ſerve it entire he ſigned his will, and bequeathed 
the whole of his ample dominions to the prince 
of Bavaria; the ſudden death of that prince not 
only diſconcerted the deſigns of Charles, but even 
thoſe of Lewis and William ; : the two latter mo- 
narchs ſigned, however, a new treaty of parti- 
tion, by which Spain and the Eaſt-Indies were 
transferred to the archduke Charles, and Milan 
to the duke of Lorrain. To this treaty the em- 
peror Leopold, who flattered himſelf with the 
hope of the whole ſucceſſion, refuſed to accede, 
1 But it was only the dread of alarm- 
ing the united fears of Europe, which 
had prevailed on Lewis to ſubſcribe conditions ſo 
inadequate to his inſatiate ambition; he ſtill 
waited in anxious ſuſpence the death of Charles, 
and the bed of that expiring monarch was be- 
ſieged by the intrigues and factions of the rival 
houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon; but the intracta- 
ble haughtineſs of the former had diſguſted the 
miniſters of Spain; and they prevailed on their 
monarch to fign a new will, which blaſted the 
hopes of Leopold, and preſerved the Spaniſh mo- 


narchy 80 expreſling his indignation at the 
late 
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late injurious conduct of Lewis, Charles be- 


queathed his dominions to Philip duke of Aa- 
jou, grandſon to the king of France, and ſoon af- 
terwards expired. 


The treaty of partition augmented the power 


and dominions of France; the will of Charles ag- 
grandiſed the houſe of Bourbon; Lewis preferred 
the elevation of his family to the intereſts of the 
ſtate, and accepted for his grandſon the royal for- 
tune that was bequeathed him; at the ſame time 
he endeavoured to juſtify to his allies the infrac- 
tion of the partition treaty, by obſerving that he 
had only departed from the words, and ſtill ad- 
hered to the ſpirit of it, which was to preſerve 
the tranquillity of Europe. 

But none felt their diſappointment more deeply 
than the emperor Leopold, and William king of 
England. The former beheld Spain, and her de- 
pendencies, for ever ſeparated from the houſe of 
Auſtria; yet his weakneſs confined him to inef+ 
fectual remonſtrances; the latter, though ſecure 
of the affection of the united provinces, was re- 
garded with jealouſy by the Engliſh parliament ; 
and he found that people averſe to increaſe their 


debt, and ſacrifice their trade, to gratify his en- 


mity to Lewis by a new war, in which they con- 
ſidered themſelves but little intereſted. 
Philip the Fifth was formally acknowledged by 


the 
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the king of England and the Rates of Holland ; 
he was ſupported by the elector of Bavaria and 
the duke of Savoy; and from Gibraltar to Ant- 
werp, and from the Danube to Naples, Lewis be- 
held the power and influence of the houſe of 
Bourbon extended; he was elated with the bound- 

leſs proſpect before him, and his preſumption 

precipitated him into two errors, the ſource of 1 

_ future calamities. 
While Leopold ftill heſitated whe: * 
ther to acknowledge or oppoſe the 
elevation of Philip the Fifth, he was arouſed by a 
new proof of the inſatiate diſpofition of Lewis. 
That monarch prevailed on the duke of Mantua 
to admit a garriſon into his capital, and all Italy 
trembled for her liberties ; the emperor imme- 
diately prepared to aſſert the freedoin of Europe 
by the ſword ; his army was entruſted to the com- 
mand of prince Eugene, ſon to the count of 
Soiſſons. This general, who afterwards became 
ſo dangerous an adverſary to Lewis the Four- 
reenth, had aſpired to military honours in his na- 
tive country ; but his requeſt of a regiment had 
been rejected by the king, and the indignant 
prince for ever renounced the ſervice of France, 
and fought glory under the imperial ſtandard ; 
bis reſentment was the ſubject of derifion at Paris; 
bur he ſoon diſtinguiſhed his martial genius in 
ſucceſs 


AD, 1701 
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foccefive victories againſt the Turks, and was 
now ſummoned to avenge the wrongs of Italy and 
his own inſults, He entered that country with 
thirty thouſand men, and full powers to act accord- 
ing to his own diſcretion ; he forced the poſt of 
Carpi ; reduced mareſchal Catinat to act upon the 
defenſive; and overwhelmed the country between 
the Adige and the Adda; Villeroi, the favourite 
of Lewis, was ſent to aſſume the command over 
Catinat, and diſguſted by his arrogance the duke 
of Savoy; he compelled his reluctant colleagues 
to attack prince Eugene; in the ſtrong poſt of 
Chiari, on the banks of the Oglio, his temerity 
was Chaſtiſed by a ſevere and bloody defeat; and 
five thouſand of the braveſt troops of France 


| periſhed on that diſaſtrous day. > 


While the flames of war were kindled in Italy, 


James, the abdicated monarch of England, cloſed 


at St. Germain's his unfortunate and inglorious - 


life. The tears and importunities of madame 


de Maintenon prevailed over the counſels of his 


moſt experienced miniſters, and Lewis, though 
he had acknowledged William's title by the peace 
of Ryſwick, now proclaimed the ſon of the de- 
ceaſed prince as James the Third. The enmity 
of William was ſtimulated by this wanton inſult; 
England, that had hitherto regarded war with 


averſion, partook in the indignation of her ſove- 


reign, 
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reign, and prepared to vindicate by arms her own 
choice. The diſcernment of William improved 
the honourable enthuſiaſm; he concerted the 
triple alliance between the empire, the united 
provinces, and England, and haſtened, by his 
preſence and diligence, their formidable prepars- 
tions. | 

But theſe nen efforts exhauſted 
a frame naturally weak and delicate; 
a fall from his horſe quickened the progreſs of 
diſeaſe, and in the fifty - ſecond year of his age he 
yielded up his throne and life. The former was 
immediately filled by Anne, the daughter of the 
unfortunate James, and who had married the 
prince of Denmark; and the new queen diſpatch · 


A. D. 1702. 


ed the earl of Marlborough to the Hague, to aſ- 


ſure her allies that ſhe would adopt and ſupport 
the engagements of her predeceſſor, 

That nobleman was ſoon after appointed to tho 
command of the allied army, and diſplayed that 
military {kill which he acquired under the maref- + 
Chal Turenne; Boufflers, to whom Lewis had en- 

truſted his grandſon the duke of Burgundy to 
-train to war, was confounded by the rapid and 
complicated movements of his adverſary, He 
evacuated Guelderland, retired under the walls of 


Liege,. and finally ſought ſhelter in Brabant; 
| while 
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while Venlo, Ruremonde, and Liege, were ſuc- 
ectively reduced by Marlborough. | 

In Italy prince Eugene, by a daring and well- 
cuba march, had ſurpriſed Cremona, and 
taken mareſchal Villeroi prifoner ; after an obſti- 
nate conflict he was expelled again the town 
ſuffered ſome loſs at Santa Vittoria ; and in the 
battle of Luzara was encountered by the duke 
of Vendoſme; that prince, in whom martial acti- 
vity and indolence were wonderfully blended, 
was diſtinguiſhed by talents worthy the grandſon 
. of Henry the Fourth; and though in the battle 
of Luzara the loſs on both fides was nearly equal, 
yet Vendoſine claimed the advantage, and main- 

mined it by the reduction of Luzara _ Guaſ- 
talla. 

On the banks of the Rhine a more decifive v VIC 
tory was obtained over prince Lewis of Baden 
by the mareſchal Villars; and ſoon after in the 
| plains of Hochſtet, in concert with the elector of 
Bavaria, he charged and routed the imperial ge- 
neral count Styrum ; three thouſand of the im- 
perialiſts were left dead on the field, four thou- 
fand were taken priſoners with their cannon and 
baggage; while mareſchal Tallard, near Spires, 
engaged and defeated the prince of Heſſe. 

In the midſt of this ſucceſs France was alarmed 


75 the deſertion of the duke of Savoy, who ob- 
\ tained 
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tained from the emperor the promiſe of Montfer- 
. Mantua, Valencia, and the countries between 
the Po and the Tanaro. At the ſame time the 
enemies of the houſe of Bourbon were increaſed by 
the declaration of Peter the Second of Portugal, 
who acknowledged the arena Charles as ſo- 
vereign of Spain. 
A. D. 1703. The duke of . b in- | 
- 1704. creaſe of dignity and the applauſe of 
his country, had returned to Flanders, poſſeſſed 
himſelf of Bonn, the reſidence of the elector of Co- 
logn, retaken Huy and Limbourg, and made him- 
ſelf maſter of the Lower Rhine; mareſchal Ville- 
roi, redeemed from captivity, in vain endeavoured 
to check his progreſs, and was ſoon after deceived 
by his maſterly addreſs. To ſuccour the emperor, 


oppreſſed by the joint forces of France and the elec- 


tor of Bavaria, Marlborough rapidly marched into 
the heart of Germany, and traverſing the Rhine, 
the Maine, and the Necker, was met at Mindel- 
ſheim by prince Eugene, who had quitted Italy, 
to aſſume the command of the imperialiſts on the 

banks of the Danube. | | 
Villars had been recalled to wage an inglorious 
war in the mountains of the Cevennes againſt 
the unhappy proteſtants, whom the perſecution 
of Lewis had forced into revolt, and the glory 
of France was entruſted to mareſchal Tallard ; 
| N 9 
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the lines of the elector of Bavaria, near Donawert, 


had been forced by Marlborough with conſider- 
able loſs; but the appearance of Tallard inſpired 


that prince with freſh confidence; it was deter- 
mined to riſk the fate of the war on a deciſive 


battle, and the French and Bavarians with ſupe- 
rior numbers advanced to attack the confederates, 
who effected a junction with the prince of Baden 
but the plains of Hochſtet, which had ſo lately 
witneſſed the triumph of Villars, were render- 
ed memorable by the defeat of Tallard. That 
general was vanquiſhed by the ſuperior {kill of 


his adverſary ; he himſelf was taken priſoner, 


with fourteen thouſand of the braveſt troops of 
France; twelve thouſand periſhed by the ſword, 


or were precipitated into the rapid ſtream of the 
Danube; and of an army of ſixty thouſand men, 


ſcarce twenty thouſand could be collected from 


its broken remains. 


The battle of Hochſtet, better A. D. 1704. 
known in England by the name of 1705. 


Blenheim, expoſed to the ravages of the victors 
the electorate of Bavaria; and Lewis once more 


ſummoned the mareſchal Villars to the ſcene of 


his former glory; an accommodation had reſtored . 
the inhabitants of the Cevennes to their allegi- - 


ance; and the conduct of Villars proved him 


an adverſary worthy of Marlborough. He occu- 
pied 
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pied a ftrong camp, remained on the defenſive, 
and by his prudent meaſures compelled the duke 
to relinquiſh his deſign of penetrating i into France | 
by the courſe of the Moſelle. 

The ftates, anxious for their frontier, 00 pre» 
vailed on the duke of Marlborough to return to 
Flanders; and Villeroi, who had taken Huy, and 
was preparing to beſiege Liege, abandoned the 
enterpriſe on the intelligence of his approach. 
Huy was again compelled to ſurrender to the 
confederates ; and the lines of Villeroi were im- 
mediately after forced. That general eroſſed the 
Geete and Dyle with precipitation; but the ſtrong 
ground he judiciouſly occupied prevented the 
allies from improving their advantage, and he 
ſhortly after reſtored his reputation by the u. 
tion of Dieſt. 
The numerous armies of the empire on the 
banks of the Rhine were kaffled by the {kill of 

Villars; and in Italy the duke of Vendoſme in- 
ceſſantly preſſed prince Eugene and the duke of 
Savoy, fought the bloody but indeciſive battle 
of Caſſano, gained that of Caſſinato, and even 
menaced Turin with the horrors of a ſiege. But 
in Spain the allies, who had proclaimed the arch- 
duke Charles, king, obtained the. moſt rapid and 
ſplendid advantages; the earl of Peterborough 


524 a himſelf of Barcelona all Catglonia 
JJ ranged | 
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ranged itſelf under the banners of the houſe of 
Auſtria; while Gibraltar, which the year before 
| had been wreſted by the Engliſh from Philip, ſe- 
cure in her native ſtrength, defied the vain and 
feeble efforts of the mareſchal de Teſſe. 

Lewis had reaped ſome ſatisfaction from the 
gallantry of his natural ſon, the count of Tou- 
louſe, who, with the French fleet, engaged, with 
honour and without loſs, that of England. But 
this was the laſt effort of marine greatneſs; the 
numerous enterpriſes of the king had exhauſted 
his treaſures, and his navy was gradually ſuffered 
to ſink into that ſtate of infignificance from whence 
he had raiſed it. Even the death of the em- 
peror abated not the ardour of the confederates, 
and his ſon Joſeph ſucceeded to his throne and 
deſigns. | 

The campaign in Flanders opened | 
with events the moſt diſaſtrous. The 5 
command · there was ſtill entruſted to the mareſ- 
chal Villeroi ;- and that general, impatient of glory, 
yet unendowed with talents to acquire it, rejected 
the advice of his officers, and determined to ha- 
zard a deciſive engagement againſt the allies, 
Near the village of Ramillies, France was van- 
quiſhed by the injudicious diſpoſition of her own, 
and the conſummate {kill of the Engliſh com- 
| tnander. In the action and purſuit twenty thou- 
n. MTs. 'E 2 ſand 


\ 
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fand men were flaughtered or taken priſoners ; 
Antwerp, Bruſſels, Oſtend, Menin, and the greateſt 
part of Spaniſh Flanders were the prey of the vic- 
tor; the court of Lewis was filled with conſterna- 
tion}; but the monarch himſelf ſtill preſerved his 
maghanimity ; inſtead of reproaching, he endea- 
voured to confole the unfortunate Villeroi; and to 
his expreſſions of concern, replied, © People at 
« our time of life, monſieur Mareſchal, are not 
«& fortunate.” 
The flattering proſpect in d ſtill odmiſes | 
to repair the diſaſters of Flanders; Turin there 
was inveſted by mareſchal Feuillade; and the 
liege was covered by the duke of Orleans, the 
nephew of Lewis, but whoſe authority was con- 
trolled by the ſuperior but fecret powers of mareſ- 
chal Marſin. The city was already reduced to 
the laſt diſtreſs, when the beſiegers were alarmed 
by the rapid approach of prince Eugene. In a 
c long and painful march that celebrated comman- 
der had pierced the moſt difficult defiles, had tra- 
_ verſed the rapid ſtreams of the Adige and the 
Po, and effecting a junction with the duke of 
Savoy, now preſſed forwards to the relief of 
the deſponding capital. The duke of Orleans 
| would have quitted his lines to have met and en- 
countered the enemy; this bold, but prudent pro- 


% 
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poſal was over-ruled by mareſchal Marſin; the 
French awaited the attack in their entrenchments ; 
but their confidence was extinguiſhed by the diſ- 
ſenſions of their generals; prince Eugene and the 
duke of Savoy charged with rival ardour, and in 


leſs than two hours their efforts obtained a com- 


| plete victory. The duke of Orleans was wound- 


ed; mareſchal Marſin killed; the ſcattered rem- 
nant of the vanquiſſied troops directed their haſty 
and trembling ſteps towards Pignerol; and by the 
fate of one day the duchies of Milan, Mantua, 
and Piedmont, with the kingdom of Naples, 
were torn from the houſe of Bourbon. 

An advantage obtained by the French in Man- 
tua over the prince of Heſſe, could but ill com- 


penſate the diſaſtrous battle of Turin. The 


2 


caurtiers of Lewis ſtood aghaſt at the intelli- 
gence, and madame de Maintenon alone ventured 


to inform him that all Italy was occupied by his 


enemies. His grandſon Philip had been com- 
pelled to abandon precipitately the ſiege of Bar- 
celona; Charles had entered in triumph, and 
been proclaimed in Madrid. But that prince 
ſuffered the moment of enterpriſe to elapſe; and 
was in his turn reduced to evacuate the capital, 


and fly before the arms of the duke of Ber- 


wick, natural ſon to James the Second of Eng- 


. 8 . | Lewis 
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1 Lewis, humbled by repeated des 
feats, ſued in vain for peace; the al- 
lies elated by their victories, determined to pur- 
ſue their advantages, and rejected his propoſals. 
Yet the war in Flanders was continued this 
campaign with little effect; the duke of Ven- 
dome, who commanded the French, remained 
upon the defenſive; and the duke of Marlbo- 
rough was diſpatched into Saxony to penetrate 
into the intentions, and concilitate the friendſhip 
of Charles the Twelfth king of Sweden. That 
monarch, young and warlike, and ambitious of 
the fame of a conqueror, had already ſpread his 
renown through the north. He had preſcribed 
laws.to Denmark : he had defeated the Muſco- 
vites, a people ſcarce known' in Europe, and juſt 
emerging from barbariſm ; and had purſued with 
implacable enmity, Auguſtus king of Poland into 
his hereditary dominions of Saxony. The confe- 
derates trembled left he ſhould turn his victorious 

arms againſt the empire; but Marlborough was 
equally ſucceſsful in the cabinet as the field; he 
gained the miniſters of Charles; and that mo- 
narch ſoon after repaſſed the Oder, and directed 
his march towards Muſcovy in ſearch of barren 
laurels. 55 | e | 

In Spain the duke of Berwick triumphed at 
Almanza over the forces of the confederates, and 
| | _ reſtored 


1 
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reſtored the ſinking fortunes of Philip. 1 Ger- 


many mareſchal Villars paſſed the Rhine, preſied 


the Imperialiſts, and even penetrated to the Da- 
nube. Yet he was prevented from improving 
Bis advantage by the recall of a conſiderable part 
of his army to the defence of France itſelf, which 
was now attacked within its limits. The duke of 
Savoy and prince Eugene had forced the paſſage 
of the river Var, advanced along the coaſt of Pro- 
vence, and incamped under the walls of Toulon. 
But the tardy motions of the Germans, who were 


to have joined them, and the activity of France, 


compelled them to abandon the enterpriſe; and 
they retired, after having bombarded the town, 
and convinced Lewis that his native ene 
were not in vulnerable. 

The tranſient ſucceſs of the laſt 
campaign revived the ſpirits of the 
king of France; he determined to make one 
more exertion in favour of the exiled branch of 
Stuart. Seventy tranſports, with ſix thouſand 
troops, convayed by eight men of war, failed 
from Dunkirk; but the coaſts of Britain were 
protected by her numerous fleet ; the vigilance 
of her officers were already alarmed ; the adhe- 
rents of James were ſecured and diſarmed; and 


the F rench, after a fruitleſs attempt to land in 
1 1% - Scotland, 


A. D. 1 108, 
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Scotland, eſteemed themſelves ha ppy i in alex d. re- 
gaining Dunkirk. | | 
Flanders at firſt promiſed a Ader west oy 
the forces of France, commanded by Vendome, 
were animated by the preſence of the duke of 
| Burgundy, eldeſt ſon of the dauphin. The inha- 
bitants of Ghent and Bruges, corrupted by the 
gold of Lewis, opened their gates. But the hopes 
of the French were blaſted by the approach of 
Marlborough; on the banks of the Scheld- they 
were attacked by that general, who had affected 
a junction with prince Eugene; the battle of 
Oudenarde was long, abſtinate, and bloody; 
night parted the combatants ; the French were 
rather preſſed than vanquiſhed ; but the troops 
of Lewis, from ſucceſſive defeats, had loſt all 
confidence, and they diſperſed under cover of the 
darkneſs; Lifle, defended by mareſchal Boufflers 
in perſon, and fortified by the conſummate {kill of 
Vauban, was reduced by the confederates; Ghent 
and Bruges were recovered; and the elector of 
Bavaria was compelled to retire from the walls of 
Bruffels. 
A. D. 1163, In Spain, Gema and Italy a fee. 
17. ble and languid war was carried on; 
in the former indeed the honourable attachment 
of the Caſtilians to Philip became every day 
more evident ; but in che latter che duke of Sa- 
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voy eluded the vigilance of Villars, and rendered 
himſelf maſter of Exilles, and Feneſtrelles; the 
Britiſh fleet reduced the iſlands of Sardinia and 


| Minorca; and the difficulties of Lewis increaſed 

on every fide. The taking of Lifle had opened 
a road to the very gates of Paris; that proud city 
was inſulted and alarmed by the predatory incur- 
ſions of the enemy; and a prince who had carried 
his arms a few years before to the banks of the 
Danube, the Tagus, : and the Po, now doubted 
whether he could remain in his capital with 
ſafety. The deſpair of the nation was completed 
by the ſeverity of the winter ; the olive trees 
throughout the ſouth of France were deſtroyed, 


*- he grain was cut off, and the proſpect of im- 
pending famine threw a deeper gloom over the 


calamities of war. Accuſtomed to proſperity, 
Lewis reluctantly bowed beneath his adverſe for- 


tune, and inſtructed his miniſter Torcy to _ at 


the Hague a negociation for peace. 
But though the king of France 
agreed to yield the whole Spaniſh 
monarchy to the houſe of Auſtria; to cede Fur- 
nes, Ypres, Tournay, Lifle, &c. as a barrier to 
Holland; to own the title of queen Anne to the 
Britiſh throne and to remove the pretender from 
France; yet theſe conceſſions appeared inſuffici- 
ent; and the allies demanded that the king ſhould 
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aſſiſt in driving his grandfon from the throne of 
Spain; Lewis rejected the ignominious condition 
with indignation, and acded, * fince I muſt make 
&« war, I had rather it was ___ my enemies 
„„ than my children,” / : 
The internal. miſery of France ſerved to {well 
her forces, and the wretched huſbandman ſought 
in the profeſſion of arms, that ſubſiſtence which he 
could no lohger extort from the earth. Mareſ- 
chal Villars was recalled from Italy to aſſume the 
command of an army formidable from its num- 
bers and deſpair. In the neighbourhood of Mal- 
plaquet he diligently fortified a camp naturally 
ſtrong; Marlborough and Eugene, animated by 
the capture of Tournay, ruſhed to the attack. 
The battle was diſputed with an obſtinacy ſcarce 
to be equalled even in theſe ſanguinary annals; 
the allies were frequently repulſed, and as fre- 
quently returned to the charge; Villars himſelf 
was wounded, and Boufflers, who ſucceeded to the 
command, at length withdrew his troops from 
the unavailing conflict. Yet his retreat partook 
in nothing of flight; it was neither confuſed nor 
precipitate; eight thouſand of the French were 
indeed left dead on the ground; but the confede- 
rates purchaſed the honour of the field of battle at 
the expence of twenty thouſand men. 
Mons ſoon after ſurrendered to the a: and 
10 -- cloſed 


HISTORY OF FRANCE 489 


cloſed the cam paigh in Flanders. The efforts 
of the contending powers in Spain, Germany, 
and Italy, were ſtill feeble and inadequate; but in 
the north the king of Sweden, who had endea- 
voured to penetrate into the heart of Ruſſia, was 
at Pultowa defeated by the ſovereign of that coun- 
try, afterwards ſo celebrated as Peter the Great; 


the Swediſh army was entirely deſtroyed ; and 
Charles, who had aſpired to rival the fame of 


Alexander, wounded and accompanied only by a 


few faithful guards, croſſed the Boryſthenes in a 
ſmall boat, and _ ſhelter in the Ottoman do- 


minions... p 
The negociations dF; peace | had been 
reſumed with as little ſucceſs as in 


the enſuing year. The allies took the field, ane 


mareſchal Villars ſtudiouſly avoided a deciſive en- 


gagement. Douay, Bethune, Saint Venant, and 


Aire were ſucceſſively reduced by the confede- 

rates; but theſe towns were long and obſtinately 
defended; and the befiegers loſt by the ſword, 
by diſeaſe, and fatigue, above twenty-ſix thou- 
ſand men; diſabled by ſucceſs, and ſatisfied with 
their new nn they withdrew into winter 
quarters, | 

_ Germany and Iraly a nothing worthy 


of attention; but in Spain the campaign that 


opened with events the moſt inauſpicious to the 
houſe 


n 
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houſe of Bourbon, was cloſed with the moſt 
ſplendid and deciſive ſucceſs. - In the battle of 
Almenaſa, the rival monarchs encountered each 
other with mutual rage, but Philip was com- 
pelled to yield to the ſuperior fortune of Charles. 
In the battle of Saragoſſa he fuffered a ſecond 
and more bloody defeat ; Madrid was again OC- 
cupied by the confederates; and the ſituation of 
Philip appeared deſperate to his moſt ſanguine 
adherents. But he was raiſed from deſpondence 
by the courage and conduct of the duke of Ven- 
dome. His affability, frankneſs, and generoſity, 
conciliated the eſteem of every claſs of men; 
he again kindled the enthuſiaſm of the Caſtilians, 
aſſembled the troops ſcattered by the defeat of Sa- 
ragoſſa, allured to his ſtandard the moſt gallant ſpi- 
Tits of Spain, conducted the king in triumph to 
his capital, and purſued with vigour the aſtoniſhed 
and diſmayed enemy. At Brehuega general Stan- 
bope, with five thouſand Engliſh, ſurrendered 
after a brave reſiſtance; at Villa Vicioſa Starem- 
berg was defeated with the loſs of near ſix thouſand 
men; and though his retreat challenged the admi- 
ration of his adverſary, yet the progreſs of Vendome 
was rapid and uninterrupted ; and Portugal 1 in her 
turn was taught by the —— to e the 


a 4 war. 
The . 
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The ſucceſs of Philip in Spain 
could not alleviate the diſtreſs of 
France, though it might moderate the preſump- 
tion of her enemies; that kingdom, totally ex- 
hauſted by her inceſſant efforts, preſented a ſcene 
of dreary deſolation; but the peace, which ſhe 
lad in vain implored by the moſt humiliating con- 
ceſſions, was now facilitated by two events as fa- 
/ vourable as they were unexpected. Amidit a glo- 


A. D. 1711. 


rious and ſucceſsful war, the queen of England 


was prevailed on to diſmiſs thoſe miniſters who 
had conducted it, and admit to her councils a 
new deſcription of men who had ſyſtematically 
laboured to oppoſe it. About the ſame time, in 
the vigour of his age, the emperor Joſeph ex- 
pired; and his brother Charles, the competitor 


of Philip for Spain, was raiſed to the Imperial 
throne. The confederates had been arouzed to 


action by the dread of uniting in one hand the 
ſceptres of France and Spain; and they could not 
but regard with ſimilar jealouſy, the latter king- 


dom added to the hereditary dominions of Charles, 


and the power that he derived from the Imperial 
Though the female paſſions of his ſovereign 
had exiled his friends from her confidence, yet 
the reputation of Marlborough preſerved him 
from being involved in their immediate diſgrace ; 
| he 
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he again reſumed the command i in F. landers; and 
mareſchal Villars, who was alſo again oppoſed to 
him, well acquainted with the ardent deſire of 
Lewis for peace, and conſcious that he conducted 
the laſt army the ſtate could furniſh, dexterouſſy 
eluded every effort of the confederates to force 
him to a deciſive engagement. He had encamped 
behind the river Sanſet, and had fortified his lines 
with fuch {kill and diligence, as obtained for them 
the character of impenetrable. But he was de- 
ceived by the maſterly addreſs of Marlborough; 
he was compelled to abandon the works on which 
ſo much coſt and labour had been laviſhed, and 
had the mortification of beholding the allies inveſt 
and reduce the 3 and . e n. or 
Bouchain. 

TOS <li Phi 'alt enterpriſe mM Marlborough 
A. P. 1718. cloſed the long and ſplendid ſeries of 
his martial exploits; he was recalled to England; 
and ſoon after, diſguſted at the aſcendancy of a 
party whofe implacable enmity he was no ſtran- 
ger to, reſigned his command. His place was 
ſupplied by the duke of Ormond, equal to him 
alone in perſonal courage, and whoſe attachment 
to the new miniſtry was his principal recom - 
mendation. But while each power prepared with 
vigour for a ſecond campaign, negociations for 
| over were ſecretly Carr * on between che courts 


of 
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of Paris and London. Lewis entruſted this im- 
portant and delicate concern to the knowledge and 


addreſs of Menager, deputy from the city of 


Rouen ; certain preliminaries were by his diligence 
and prudence adjuſted ; but before they could be 
reduced to form, the operations of war had been 
reſumed in Flanders. 

Mareſchal Villars {till remained upon 


the defenſive, and ſuſtained the cau- e 


tious part that he had acted in the preceding cam - 


paign; but prince Eugene inſulted and burnt the 
ſuburbs of Arras; and was no ſooner joined by the 
duke of Ormond, than he advanced towards the 
French, and propoſed to the duke to give battle; 
but the Engliſh general had received inſtructions 


not to hazard an engagement, and the prince, diſ- 
appointed in this favourite object, inveſted Quel- 


noi. Before that town ſurrendered, a ceſſation of 
arms was proclaimed between France and Great 


Britain; the duke of Ormond, with the Britiſh 


troops, withdrew from the confederates, and di- 


rected his march towards Dunkirk, which was de- 


livered by Lewis to the Engliſh as a pledge of his 


intentions to fulfil the preliminaries of peace which 


his envoy had ſigned. 
Though deſerted by ſo important an the the 
army of prince Eugene was i}1l] formidable. Ma- 


reſchal Villiars beheld with indignation Queſnoi 
taken 
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taken in his fi ight; and the confederates ſoon after 
inveſted Landreci. But prince Eugene is accuſed 
of errors on this occaſion, which did net efcape 
the vigilance of his veteran antagoniſt His lines 
were too much extended ; his magazines at Mar- 
chiennes were at too great a diſtance, and the earl 
of Albemarle, who was poſted between Denain 
and the prince's camp, was not near enough to be 
ſupported in caſe of an attack. Mareſchal Villars 
ordered his cavalry to advance within ſight of the 
camp of the prince; and while that quarter of the 
confederates prepared for action, he rapidly preſſed 
forwards with his infantry towards Denain, pierced 

the intrenchments of Albemarle, cut in pieces 
thoſe who reſiſted, forced the ſurvivors to ſeek 
| their ſafety in flight, took that general himſelf 
priſoner, and ſlaughtered or diſperſed a body of 
fourteen thouſand men. Prince Eugene had 
marched in haſte to their ſupport, but before he 
could arrive the action was over. In endeavour- 
ing to wreſt from the French a bridge over the 
Scheld which they had occupied, he augmented 
his loſs; and was at laſt obliged to withdraw to his 
camp, after having vu the defeat of bis beſt 
troops. 

All the poſts along the PRs as far" as Mar- 
chiennes, were ſwept away by the victors, and 
Marchiennes itſelf was ſoon after inveſted by Vit 

lars; 
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lars; though defended by a garriſon of four thou- 


ſand men, ſuch was the ardour of the affailants, - 
_ that it was compelled to furrender in three days; 


all the ammunition and proviſions that the enemy 
had laid up for the whole campaign, fell into the 
hands of the French; the confederates retired 
from the walls of Landreci; while Villars reduced 


= Douay and Queſnoi, poſſeſſed himſelf in the latter 


of the military ſtores of the allies, and terminated 
the campaign by the reduction of the I 
town of Bouchain. 

The preliminaries which had been 5 
ſigned between the courts of Paris 
and London were ſucceeded by open conferences 
for peace at Utrecht; theſe were quickened by the 
brilliant and rapid ſucceſs of Villars ; the emperor 
and ſome of the independent princes of Germany 
ſill maintained an haughty and ſullen reſerve, and 
refuſed to ſheath the ſword. But Great Britain, 
Holland, Pruſſia, Portugal, and Savoy, acquieſced 
- In the terms propoſed, and ey ſeparate treaties 
of peace. 

By thefe Philip the Fifth was acknowledged 
king of Spain, but at the ſame time he ſolemnly 
renounced all pretenſions to the crown of France; 
Lewis, for the other branches of the houſe of 
Bourbon, diſavowed all right to the future ſucceſ- 


fon of any part of the Spaniſh territories, and 
___ 


D. 1713. 
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every precaution was taken to ſe parate for eyer 
thoſe kindred thrones. The king of France con- 
ſented to guaranty the crown of Britain to the 
Proteſtant line of the houſe of Hanover, to de- 
moliſn the fortifications of Dunkirk, and to yield 
acrols the Atlantic, Newfoundland, Hudſon's 
Bay, and Acadia ; he promiſed to ſequeſter i into 
the hands of Holland, for the houſe of Auſtria, 
all that France, or her allies, poſſeſſed in the 


Spaniſh Netherlands, at the concluſion of the | 


treaty of Ryſwick ; he conſented to allow the 
title of king of Pruſſia to the elector of Branden- 


burg, and to cede to him the town of Guelders, 


with part of the Spaniſh Guelderland.; with Por- 
tugal, all places that had been taken on either 
fide were mutually reſtored ; to the duke of Savoy 
was given the iſland of Sicily, with the title of 
king; he was alfo ſecured in the ſucceſſion of the 
Spaniſh monarchy, in caſe of failure in the king of 


Spain and his poſterity ; and in exchange for the 


valley of Barcelonetta and its dependencies, he ob- 
tained the reſtitution of the duchy of Savoy, the 
county of Nice, and all the country along the 
Alps towards Piedmont. | 
By ſuch conceſſions Lewis l the rage 
of his moſt formidable enemies, and reſcued his 
kingdom from the deſtruction that impended over 


it; amidſt misfortune and defeat, he eſtabliſhed 
1 his 
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| his grandſon dn the throne of Spain, whoſe pre- 


tenſions had firſt excited the hoſtile confederacy | 


of Europe; and he was now left to turn his whole 
force againſt the emperor, who, deſerted and 
alone, ſtill nouriſhed the flames of war. From 
the Schelde mareſchal Villars rapidly directed 


his ſteps towards the Rhine; he made himſelf 


ſter of Spires and Worms, took Landau, 


pierced the lines which prince Eugene had or- 


dered to be drawn from Briſgau, defeated Vau- 
ban, and, laſtly, inveſted and reduced F 1 
the capital of Upper Auſtria. 

His approach awakened Charles the Sixth from 


the deluſive idea that he had entertained of his 


oven ſtrength, and he now panted for that repoſe 
which he ſo lately indignantly rejected. At 
Radſtadt mareſchal Villars and the prince Eu- 


gene, who had been ſo often oppoſed to each 


other in the field, were now oppoſed in the ca- 
binet. Both diſplayed that frankneſs of character 


for which they were diſtinguiſhed ; and deſpiſing | 
the intrigues of courts, they ſoon adjuſted the 


different pretenfions of their ſovereigus. Lewis 
| yielded to the emperor the fort of Keil, the city 


of Friburg, and old Briſac, with its dependencies; 
but he retained Straſbourgh and Landau, the ſove- 


reignty of Allace, and ound his allies, the 
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electors of Cologn and Bayaria, to be ao 
ia their ranks and dominionns. ; 
A. D. 1686. The domeſtic miſery of | FERN had : 
71%, kept pace with the public calamities; 
| that court, the ſplendour and magnificent enter- 
tainments of which had excited the envy and admi- 
ration of Europe, had long been impreſſed with 
a deep and ſettled gloom. The paſſion of the 
king for madame de Maintenon, and the addreſs 
of that lady, who ſtill kept alive his hopes, with- 
out gratifying his deſires, had induced him to 
conſent to a private marriage; the art of ſurgery 
in Europe was yet feeble and crude; a fiſtula, | 
with which the king was attacked, ſpread 8 
ral alarm; and though the operation was ſueceſs : 
fully performed, yet he ever after led a more ſe- 
rious and retired life, and chiefly devoted his hours 
to the converſation of madame de Maintenon, 
whoſe influence increaſed with his years. | 
A. D. 1711. But i it was while his mind was yet 
e oppteſſed by a long and bloody war, 
invariably. unfortunate, that he was doomed to 
experience the ſevereſt pangs of domeſtic afflic- | 
tion. The death of the king's only ſon, which 
happened this year; the dyke of Burgundy, the 
ducheſs his wife, and their eldeſt ſon, all ſwept 
away within a few months, and laid in the ſame 
tabs the caly furyiving child at the point of 
| 8 death; 


* 
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death; theſe private woes added to thoſe of the 


public, miark the cloſe of the reign of Lewis the 


Fourteenth as an æra of calamity; and a wretch- 
ed people awaited in filence to behold the former 


greatneſs and glory of their monarch extinguiſhed * 


by the dark cloud of miſery which obſcured his 
ecru „ 

From theſe gloomy apprehenfions , 
they were relieved by the ſound of 


A. D. 1714. 


peace; but one mortification ſtill remained to 


embitter the laſt hours of the king of France, 
He had enlarged the canal of Mardyke, and 


Formed an harbour there, which was thought al- 


ready equal to that of Dunkirk. The earl of Stair; 
ambaſſador from England, remonſtrated againſt 


this evaſion of the treaty of Utrecht in the 


ſtrongeſt terms, and Lewis reluctantly conſeated 


to diſcpntinue the works. 
The Catalans (till refuſed to ſubmit to the aus 


| thority of Philip of Spain; bold and hardy, they 


flattered themſelves with the hopes of erecting a 
republic in that fruitful country; and Lewis, who 


during the latter part of the war, had not been 


able to ſupport his grandſon, now fitted out an 
armament for his aſſiſtance. A ſquadron of French 
ſhips blocked up the harbour, and mareſchal 
Berwick, with a confiderable army, inveſted Bar- 


celona by land. The inhabitants defended them- 
5 FTT 
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ſelves with a courage that was fortified by fanati· 
ciſm; the prieſts and monks ran to arms, and 
mounted the trenches as if it had been a religious 
war; but the queen of England, faithful to. the 
treaty ſhe had concluded, refuſed their ſupplica- 
tions far aſſiſtance; the aſſailants at length pene- 
trated into the town; and the beſieged, after hav- 
ing defended ſtreet after ſtreęt, 1 were overpowered 
by the number of their enemies; the clemency of . 
Philip granted to them their lives and eſtates; but 
| | their important privileges were for ever aboliſhed; 
A ng the ſpirit of that daring people, who, as Ta- 
32 citus happily expreſſes a bc only ſeemed to 
e live when engaged in war,“ was $ finally broken. 
Queen Ann had expired in Eng- 
nd, and the life of Lewis now alſo 
drew near its end. At the age of ſeventy-ſeven, : 
that vanity and ambition which had agitated the 
years of manhood, were nearly extinguiſhed. - He 
coldly liſtened to the ſolicitations of the unfortu- 
nate James, who aſpired to aſcend the throne of 
his fiſter, already filled by the elector of Hanover. 
Jo the importunities of that prince he granted a 
ſmall ſupply of money, and a veſſel fitted out in 
the name of an individual; but while that en- 
terpriſe hung in Tun, Lewis himſelf was 
ſeixed with a diſcaſe 1 brovghy him to the 
grave. =» | 


g ” . 
4% * 9 & + ; LED 2 
* 1 


4. D. 1715: Ia 


In 


85 HISTORY OF FRANCE, 3 


15 his laſt hours he dif Aayed a greatneſs. of 


- ole worthy of his elevated ſituation. Why | 


do you weep,” ſaid he to his domeſtics, did 


£ you think me immortal?” The fortitude with 


which he beheld his end, was diveſted of that 


glare of oftentation which had tinſelled the reſt 


of his life; he had the courage even to acknow- 
ledge his errors; and his advice to his infant ſuc- 


ceſſor was to avoid that glory which he himſelf 


had ſought by war, and to confider the happineſs 
of his people as the principal object of his go+ 
vernment. 


he care of the duke of Orleans; 


mending her 0 


me immediately retired to St. Cyr, which had 
been founded at her perſuaſion for the education 


of young ladies of quality, and demanded only 
a penſion of eighty thouſand livres; this was re- 
gularly paid her to her death, an event which 
took place in about four years afterwards. 


The character of Lewis the Fourteenth, whoſe | 


Jong and various reign was alternately the glory 
and misfortune of his ſubje&s, has exerciſed the 
| Ingenuity of the moſt celebrated hiſtorians. The 
| maſculine beauty of his perſon was embelliſhed 
with a noble air ; the dignity - of his behaviour 


was tempered with the higheſt affability and po- 
liteneſs; * without effeminacy, addicted to 


pleaſure 


To madame de Maintenon he left no 
fixed ſtipend, and contented himſelf with recom. 


* 2M 
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* fery views; wes 1— e * ki 
N power: | But hiMyuaſities hemp: n "I F. 
| thoſe that attfct à momentary regard, than 
tommand à permanent eſteem! the talents, the 

fre Uf the ſtateſman and the hero were ſtill | 
- watiting ; ' vanity rather prompted him to in- 
ſult, chan ambition to enflave his neighbours ; 
though he frequently took the field, and reduced 
in-perſon” Franche Comte,” and ſeveral of the 
ſtrongeſt towns of the Netherlands, yet his per- 
ſonal courage has not eſcaped imputatio n und in 
repeated campaigns he never expoſeUphtis life of 
reputation to the hazard of a . & pure 

| raiſ6 attends che care with which he foſtered the. 
arts and ſciences; - though his | owhaco = 
in literature were few and limited, 


tronized the learned with a libera nd 
tue painter, the ſculptor; and the architect were 
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